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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231
BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View
CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net
DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)
ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)
KNOCKIN Medical Practice
Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt
Methodist Hall (Bookings)
NHS Out of Hours Service
Orthopaedic Hospital
Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/
POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number
Oswestry Police Station
Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Pradoe Church: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon
PUNCH BOWL
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN
Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am
RSPCA Shropshire Branch
SAMARITANS
SCHOOL - West Felton C E School
SHOP: West Felton Stores
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anti-Social Report Line
Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email:
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie
St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary
VILLAGE HALL Bookings
WASP Problems Emergency number
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE:

Gillian Sturgess

01743 233123
0345 6789007

01691 654646

03444 991100
01939 260296

01691 656882

0800 001 5400

01691 682203
07810 360778
01691 611733

111
01691 404000

101

0300 333 3000

01691 610218
01691 610322
01691 610255
01691 681010

01691 652248

07703 567935

116 123
01691 610388
01691 610863
0345 6789000
0345 6789020

01691 587958

01691 674948
01691 610612
01691 610845
01691 610357
01691 610629

01691 831251 / 07772 006994
0800 783 4444

01691 611811
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ROUND and ABOUT
WEST FELTON

www.westfeltonmagazine.co.uk
Birthday Gifts?
Christmas?
il Get them all at
CWEST FELTOMN
ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

14dth OCTORBER 11-8pm
West Felton Village Hall

The Village Hall Committee says,

“Following last year's successful West Felton craft
fair we are pleased to be running this again. There
will be 25 tables selling a wide range of crafts and
goods.
Come along, and you may just find those
Christmas presents you are looking for.”
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Parish Council  Second Tues of the month, 7:30 Methodist Hall D aVid D aVieS & Sons

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT... see page

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

Tuesday mornings: Two sessions: 9-10am & 10:15-11:15am
Need to book on line GYMCATCH.

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

Pilates Class
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Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30 Termtime Tuesdays at the school

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

Z O

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall
Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 610336 | Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
Royal British 8pm Meeting, Punch Bowl first Monday of the month 01691 653116
Legion except Bank holidays then second Monday.
Bumps, Babies 8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist
And Tots Schoolroom Email rev.julia@mail.com
5 Oct 10-12 noon COFFEE MORNING Methodist Schoolroom
14 Oct 11-3pm VILLAGE HALL CRAFT FAIR

10Nov  POPPY CONCERT, Village Hall W. E. Price
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.
12 Nov 10:30am REMEMBRANCE Service, Pradoe Church Available 24 hours a day. Pre-paid funeral plans available

12 Nov REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY Service St Michael’s Church

25Nov  CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk
6 Dec 7pm CHRISTMAS BINGO, Village Hall Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN

1 December | CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH-ON, Alma Close

Disclaimer
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s products,
services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The information, statements and
opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round and About West Felton Magazine
are solely those of the authors and do not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee.
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday
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WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate  £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50Q Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40
Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200
Commercial rates by arrangement
The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall.
. Due to a restructure by the Post Office head office, the Outreach
Post Office hours for West Felton have been changed.
The new opening time from the 5th of June is
Wednesdays only 9:30am till 11am. Please keep supporting it.

METHODIST HALL

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field)
is available for hire.

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour

To book, contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content
changes 10th October 2023

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:

Tel 01691 610300 Quarter page  £50
Half page £75

colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £125

Editor: Colleen Hughes
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(™ WEST FELTON STORES

Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours

Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm
Sunday: 7:30am - 7pm

We are doing the delivery service again for those
who are shielding at home.

Please order between 9-12 on our
« phone number 01691 610 863 or

« Whatsapp your order on our busi-
ness number (+441691 610 863).

We will deliver as soon as possible,
please leave your name and telephone
number, so we may contact you.
Thank you.

Essential items only please,
the minimum spend is £10.00
(excluding alcohol,
tobacco and cigarettes).

Parish of Whittington and West Felton
with Haughton
Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,

The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,
01691 674 948

Services in West Felton Parish:
St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second
Sunday of each month

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please arrange with The Rector:

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948
or the Churchwarden:

Dr Michael Davie 0691 610 612

Pradoe Church

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated
All Welcome. Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service
Sunday 1 October Harvest Festival
Sunday 5 November Family Service
Sunday 12 November REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Sunday 3 December Family Service
Wednesday 13 Dec  7pm Carol Service
Monday 25 December 10am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact 07968 257452
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Ecotec

Plumbing & Heating

Leaks
General plumbing
Central Heating maintenance

Installations

Bathroom upgrades

info@ecotecph.co.uk
Boiler servicing &
maintenance

[ The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255
- J

LOOKING FOR CHILDCARE?

OFSTED registered CHILDMINDER in West Felton
Homely environment - Fully insured

Competitive Rates

Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding
Practice ‘pacey’ member.

Please call Sharon 610767 =uP.

ValentineWindow

CLEANING

www. valentinewindowcleaning. co. uk

07540 648565

WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES
GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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WEST FELTON STORES
NOW OFFERING

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL
RT-PCR TEST
NEXT DAY RESULT

. PCR TEST HOME COLLECTION*

. DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE

. DAY 2TEST

. 2"° AND 8™ DAY TEST (AMBER LIST)

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS

/ AVAILABLE ON SITE: \
NEXT DAY RESULT FROM
£69

POSTAL SAMPLE:

£69
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE
TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE

\ 3PM) /

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/
COLLECTED BY 3pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
PHONE: - 01691 610 863
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863



http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

Flight Path Travel

Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package

Associate with

WEST FELTON STORES

Let e [ravel To The World..//

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages

For More Information, Please Contact
Phone : 01691 610 863

Mobile : 07867 428 577

WhatsApp : 01691 610 863
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Children’s Nursery
Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school
24u funding accepted
Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds
: Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30
Lﬁ‘m@, }OM ‘YLWM% Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden

Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products
Parents are welcome | |qclusive Fees

anytime to come along
and visit us. www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk

01743 741554 Kinton Business Park, Kinton,
Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ

ARRIDGE
GARAGE DOORS

'lfl‘

r———-t—"
=1

3|'

Up and over Sectional Roller S|de-h|nged

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls

Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

~ . Opening Hours
M - Y g
/ %;_ Est 1989 l'rade and Retail Mon to Thurs 9-5p
”" | www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

1509001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 01691 670394

REGISTERED FIRM

*Business Support Programme *Accounts Preparation
*Management Accounts *Financial Services 4
*Tax Planning *Payroll Services Mmorris
*SAGE software sales & support *Auditing
cook

*Business Start Ups

C:ffices Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:
art:

Telephone: 01691 622098 Chartered
e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk Accountants and
www.morriscook.co.uk Business Advisers
51
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BRICKLAYER &
GROUNDWORK

All Aspects Of Building Work Undertaken

* Bricklaying ® Plastering ® Timber Framework
* Fencing ® Extensions ® Landscaping & Slabbing
* Ground Works / Drainage

Reliable Family run business offering
high quality work at a reasonable rate.
Contact us for a no obligation quote

Contact: 07484 775590
joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontrators.com
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881
Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk
Chairman Clir David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group)
Vice-Chairman ClIr Kerry GROVE 01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm).

ClIr Carole COLES 01691 610 225

ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)
ClIr Marian HESKETH 01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).
Cllr John HOUGHTON 01691 610 834

Cllr Chris JONES 01691 610 354

ClIr Pat MABE 01691 610 400

Clir Ed NICHOLAS 01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)

Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR 07879 330 598

Cllr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466

Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY 01691 650 488

BUMPS, BABIES & TOTS

at West Felton Methodist Chapel, Tedsmore Road

opposite the playing field.
A warm welcome for mums and children on alternate Fridays
8th September 3rd November
22nd September 17th November
6th October 1st December
20th October 15th December

Drop in or stay between 8.45am - 10.45am
£1.50 per session
We look forward to meeting expectant mums, and babies to
school age children with

“ rown-up, foz'j r'elc;\xed
7 play, cuppa and a chat.
o0
' For more infor'rlnm‘ion,
contact: Rev. Julia Skitt
.. “ 07810 360778.

R e )
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GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATIONS B REPAIRS
SOLUD FUEL
GENERAL PLUMBING

07855811321
‘If"iﬁﬂ e

HETAS =

il Jl‘r‘!hil'lg Ea i
egting™

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

Trusted & experienced
Property specialists since 1981

e Residential Sales & Lettings
Roger |

e Farm and Land Sales
Parry

& Partners Planning & Architectural Services
Land Promotion & Option advice

House Surveys

Shrewsbury Oswestry Welshpool Shrewsbury Head Office
01743343343 01691655334 01938 554499 01743 791336
W rogerparry.net
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Local police officer

PC 3932 Royston (Roy) Alderwick
Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswe,:stry SY112HE %;i PO L I C E
Police Mobile 07814042700 Ext 7704043

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111

Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk  Twitter: @OsCops

Local police Officers : PC Roy Alderwick (see above), Oswestry South : (not to be
used to report incidents) PCSO Stuart Carroll 07970 544372.

£ West Mercia

The LADS present Oscar Wilde’s

sparkling comedy The
‘The Importance of
Being Earnest’

directed by Alison Utting
This enduring comedy is just as much
at home in a modern setting as in its original Victorian world. Money still
makes opportunities, love still makes us fools. Join us for an evening of
Wildean witticism at its finest. And remember, “In matters of grave im-
portance, style, not sincerity, is the vital thing.”

Friday 3rd November  7.45pm Montford Parish Hall SY4 1AD
Saturday 4th November 7.45pm Ellesmere College SY12 9AB
Saturday 11th Nov 7.45pm Llanymynech Village Hall SY22 6EE
Sunday 12th November 2.30pm Llanymynech Village Hall SY22 6EE
Tickets will be available to book online at
ticketsource.co.uk/ladstheatre,

by phone on 01691 830558,

or at our usual local outlets.

Find us on Facebook and the internet by search-
ing ‘LADS theatre’ or click on the QR code.

Autumn Fires Robert Louis Stevenson

In the other gardens
And all up in the vale,
From the autumn bonfires
See the smoke trail!

Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all!

Flowers in the summer,
Fires in the fall!

Pleasant summer over,
And all the summer flowers,
The red fire blazes,
The grey smoke towers.
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/ THE PUNCH BOWL INN\

The Cross, West Felton, Oswestry, SY11 4EH.

Tel: 01691 610 322 K Find us on Facebook
@Punch Bowl Inn

Opening times:
Monday: 3-11pm FOOD SERVED FROM
Tuesday: 3-1lpm W EDNESDAY TO SU NDAY
Wednesday: 2-11pm From 2pm onwards.
Thursday: 12-12pm Large beer garden and car park.
Friday: 12-12pm Pool table and dart board.

Saturday: 12-12pm Private function hire.
Sunday: 12-12pm

wWww.supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured
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The Royal British Legion West Felton Branch

In 1922 ex-Servicemen of West Felton formed a sub-branch of what was then
called the “British Legion” under the jurisdiction of Oswestry. The main branch at
Oswestry supplied the main officials. From 1946 onwards many ex-Servicemen
and women joined “the Legion” at West Felton.

By 1948 West Felton membership was between 60 and 70. A committee was
formed and it was decided that they would form a separate West Felton branch.
This was achieved in March 1948.

THE FIRST OFFICERS OF THE NEW WEST FELTON BRANCH WERE:

President: Brig. D Richards, Twyford, Chairman: Richard (Dick) Hamlett, Haugh-
ton, Treasurer: Thomas (Tom) Davies, Rednal, Secretary: Glyn Jones, Queens
Head.

Amongst those who joined after WWII was Colonel John Kenyon of Pradoe who
served in the Burma campaign as a young subaltern with the Seventh Indian Divi-
sion which stood fast at Arakan and helped gain the first land victory over the
Japanese. The troops fought magnificently, led by two of the best leaders every
produced by Britain: The Earl Mountbatten of Burma and Lieutenant-General Sir
William Slim. By June 1944 the Fourteenth Army had been involved in bitter
fighting for three months, with Imphal under siege and a battle raging at Kohima.
These twin battles, for vital junctions on the map of Burma, marked the turning
point in the Far East war.

As a mountain gunner the young subaltern, John Kenyon, shared the daily slog of
a regiment which carried its guns and other supplies over the hills by mule. It has
been said the Burma campaign was “A war of mules, porters and air supplies —
often not even jeeps.”

John Kenyon won the Military Cross during his war in Burma and his Indian radio
assistant received the Military Medal. For 24 hours the two played their part in
directing allied guns to fire on strongly fortified Japanese bunkers.

Col. Kenyon was proud of his association with loyal Indian troops on active ser-
vice. He is particularly proud of their stand in the Arakan with its famous victory,
followed by the long trek to Kohima carrying the guns over almost impossible

terrain. The Kohima Epitaph is engraved on
When you go home the Memorial of the 2nd British
tell them of us and say, Division in the cemetery of Kohima

for your tomorrows
we gave our today.

(North-East India) and is recited at
Remembrance events.
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Care and Support

Butlt on Fxperience

Private

We want to support
Care you and put your life
In Your Own Home RACRIR JON TEORE.

13 Arthur Street, Oswestry, 3Y11 1JN - 01691 655999

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
: Fast response to breakdowns,
CltY&F And gll and water leaks &
Guilds Tel 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ALISON’S HOMEMADE SWEET
TREATS MADE TO ORDER.

Whether you’re at home

relaxing with a cup of
our choice. or entertain-

ing family or friends....

Say it with cake.

Free delivery in West Felton;
a small charge for delivery

I)I \ II I\III Y I)I LIGHTHUL oyt of the area.

Follow me on Facebook You’re always welcome 1o

or contact me collect... 07943 104075
07943104075 for more info
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FREE FESTIVAL FOR CRAFTERS AND PRODUCERS.

If you bake, grow, stitch, knit, pickle, carve,
cook, weld, brew, or simply make?
We'd love to hear from you!

BOOKYOUR SPACE ONLINE:



WEST FELTON MILLENNIUM OAKS

An avenue of oak trees was planted along the Holyhead

OSWESTRY Road (old A5) in West Felton in February 2000

to mark the new millennium.

CLASSIC & VINTAGE Members of West Felton Royal British Legion planted oak saplings
to make an avenue of oaks running along the main road out of the
TRANSPORT FESTIVAL village towards Shrewsbury.
1 STH JU LY 2 02 3 The Branch raised money for the trees and received a contribution
from the parish council plus a grant from the Countryside Commis-
sion.

Local landowners, the late Col John Kenyon and the late Mr John
Suckley allowed gaps in their hedgerows for the trees.

Col Kenyon, on behalf of West Felton British Legion said oaks were

chosen because they typified the English countryside. “Hopefully, in
50 years or so they will look
splendid”, he said.

GATES OPEN 7.30AM
FOR EXHIBITORS

The planting party comprised
branch President, Jim Pearce,
Col. Kenon, Jack Owen,

Keith Diggens and John Thompson.
23 years on, we think you will
agree they already look splendid,
now enhanced by the
Carnival committee’s daffodils.

The most unusual & eccentric [
carrally in the UK.

From the obituary of Colonel John
Frederick Kenyon MC OBE
as it appeared in the Daily Telegraph
on 1 December 2006.

“Colonel John Kenyon, who has died
aged 84, won an immediate MC as a
mountain gunner in the Burma cam-
paign during the critical battle of Ko-
hima; some 35 years later he waged a
successful campaign to restore his
county council's name to Shropshire
instead of the government-approved
Salop. ...”

- aaii B E AP L B

REGISTER YOUR VEHICLE ONLINE:
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk/whats-on
WHITEHALL, ASTON, OSWESTRY, SY11 4JH
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www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE

FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

- City&sGuilds
2 HAY  WPTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk
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Rector’s Ramblings

Rev Suzan Williams

Preparing for harvest, something we do every year and until we moved as a
family to Shropshire in the autumn of 2003 | didn’t really understand what
an important season Harvest is.

Having grown up in South East London we were a bit disconnected and re-
moved from the thousands of acres of farmland being cared for and cultivat-
ed to produce tons upon tons of food every year and on which thousands
upon thousands of cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry are again cared for and
raised to produce the millions of tons of grain, produce and meat which is
transported partly into our supermarkets and shops locally but also shipped
to far flung places to be enjoyed!

Growing up | didn’t understand that some of the sayings banded about like
‘Make hay while the sun shines’ literally mean just that and after a funeral
recently a family member apologised for not having been able to make the
meeting before for exactly that reason. The weather was good and so he
was out harvesting.

In recent years harvest time practically has shifted and by the time we cele-
brate with our Harvest services much of the harvesting has already taken
place but it doesn’t mean our farming community isn’t still busy travelling
up and down the roads between their fields and live stock. So let’s take a
moment to thank the farmers, the vets and all those who tend the land and
care for the animals. The lorry drivers who then deliver the food and the
staff in the shops and supermarkets who serve us as we shop. Let’s remem-
ber that manners don’t cost any-
thing as my mum used to say and
saying thank you is very important!

Every year we sing well known Har-
vest hymns like We plough the
fields and scatter and Now thank
we all our God. Let’s be grateful for
all we are blessed with as we come
together to celebrate this Harvest
time.

m e A e
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Every Blessing, Suzan




Annual property review
2023

DANIEL'JAMES

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

e Have you made cosmetic chang-
es in the past 12 months?

e Have you simply outgrown your
home?

e Was the last time you had your
home valued 2+ years ago?

e Do you understand how to max-
imise the value of your home?

Our team of experienced profes-
sionals will provide you with an
accurate and comprehensive esti-
mate of your property’s value,
based on the latest market trends
and local data. Whether you're
thinking about selling, refinancing,
or just want to know more about
your home’s worth, we're here to
help. So don’t hesitate, contact us
today to schedule your free home
valuation and get the information
you need to make informed deci-
sions about your home and invest-
ment.

Kind regards,
Daniel & team

S

|| 01691 674494
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West Felton Methodist Chapel 4B

and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665

SERVICES 2023

OCTOBER

1st Rev. Graham Horsley — Holy Communion

8th  Ref. Jon Chesworth

15th Church Anniversary at 2.30 p.m. with Ruth Shoreman
22nd At Oswestry at 10.45 a.m.

29th Mr. Geoff Nankivell

NOVEMBER

5th  Songs of Praise

12th Remembrance Day — service at St. Michael’s
19th At Oswestry at 10.45 a.m.

26th Songs of Praise

Goffee Morning

-
Thurs 5th October 10am to noon -

Bacon Baps, Produce, Books, Bring & Buy, Raffle. %

All the usual Methodist hospitality. Everyone welcome.

WEST FELTON METHODIST CHAPEL

It is with great sadness we have made the difficult decision to close
our chapel. We have just 8 members and we are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to finance and run the chapel and the building in gen-
eral. Obviously there is now a process to be followed but the deci-
sion has been made and we expect to close the chapel in the spring
— probably just after Easter. After closure there will be formalities to
go through and the building will most likely be put up for sale some
time in July 2024.

So until March our services, coffee mornings and
fish ‘n’ chip suppers will continue
and we hope to see many of you during the coming months.
And of course we will keep you updated as time passes.

From all the members of West Felton Methodist Chapel
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« Local business, West Felton based
Extensive range to suit all tastes
Quality products / affordable rates
« We come to you offering a true
home selection service with a no
obligations chat
« All units made to order offering
many bespoke options
« Free planning and design
« Supply only or full fit service using
local trades n
Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk
more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

PSM

Kitchens

‘Designing kitchens for you

e

@%@“ﬂ 0‘"’ 4‘4/747»\0 g“}g‘“”%

s Fully insured 4* star rating. w2 Daily dog walks located in the countryside.

“ Your pet treated as one of the family. %% Chill-out zone.
e Secure dog run for fun & games. Y Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

s As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

s Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

) Gilwfict:
vy g Located in West Felton, Oswestry
® \ v e Tel: 07974 152022

k » . e, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
h ’ w' €) @wagglytailswestfelton

@p Gb@ g&fd@n @Gb with Topiarius

Time for changes

The last words of Helen Dillon's Garden
Book is "Change is everything". Change
when you want it can be exciting but
change when it is forced upon you can
be a damned nuisance. However, many
of us will sure to be making changes
this winter following the critical review
of our gardens, and probably it will be
for a mixture of reasons. The basic fact
is that gardens are not static but are
living things that continually develop.
Plants get too big, others decline due
to old age (don't we all), there are new
varieties to tempt us, while fashions
and our taste are subject to change.
Certainly, | have my list ready and am
excited by some of the plans.

A pleasurable October job is ordering
seeds which will all be done via the
internet. | can vaguely remember when
ordering was done by post and then
later by telephone or possibly fax until
the internet became universal. A
change that maybe was not exciting
but certainly very welcome, if only for
the speed. We will try and be a bit
more adventurous than usual and try
some new varieties. One change for us
will be that we made a midsummer
resolution to cut down on bedding.
Hence, we will be ordering more per-
ennial seed than usual and also order-
ing plants. The reason for this change is
simply that it is hoped to reduce labour
in future years, but we are also excited

by how the new plans will look.

There will be no change in that Octo-
ber is when the glasshouse heating
gets turned on and the glass cleaned.
The outdoor grapes will be picked and
our miniscule vintage got under way.
Most apples are picked this month and
the last of such things as squash har-
vested. Then it is clearing parts of the
vegetable garden and, a sure sign of
impending winter, a start made on
pruning of trees and shrubs. Where
power assistance is desirable, we now
use cordless tools as they have devel-
oped to be plenty powerful enough in
recent years.

Another notable thing from Helen Dil-
lon's books is that | was taken aback by
the amount of work she put into her
garden and the amount of time she
lavished on her plants. For example,
using vast quantities of bone meal and
compost when planting, not to men-
tion the size of the planting hole. Then
there is the whole watering can per pot
in summer—there would be no time to
sleep. The time spent is far more than |
can afford and | can't believe that
many professional gardens get such
treatment nowadays. Most of us have
so many things calling on our time and
that spent in the garden has to be ra-
tioned. She actually says that the detail
makes the difference between a gar-
den looking fine and looking terrific. |
will have to remain just aspiring to be
fine. ¢
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SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES

‘Wl Ridge COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS

AND PRE PACK BAGS
Fuels...

RING US ON 01743 241122
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.ridgefuels.co.uk

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET YOUR
NEW CUSTOMER PACK

Chris Orme

Painter & Decorator
Free quotes - All work undertaken

For more information call:
Home 01691 828298 - Mob: 07817 614 848
The Fields, Deytheur, Llansantffraid, Powys SY22 6TE

P & S Electrical @ CLEANING SERVICES
Contractors Ltd SHROPSHIRE

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL WINDOW CLEANING
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING o All external work e Conservatories

POINTS FITTED * Patios ¢ All Glasswork
. ¢ Driveways e Solar Panels
Rewires « Decking

Periodic Testing
and Inspection
General Electrical Work
Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART

07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmail.com 01691 610638 or 07849 217738

merv@mbhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
COMPETITIVE RATES
REFERENCES ON REQUEST

Contact us for a free no obligation quote

= -
-Il= =nn= ufle s
APPROVED DOmESTIC s
CONTRACTOR nsTRLER |==)

#» TRUSTMARK
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West Felton village hall

Practical items, unique
Birthday and Christmas gifts -

Many of the same stalls this
year and some brand new ones

Entrance free - Refreshments for sale
Bring the family, sit and enjoy a cup of tea,
coffee, homemade cake.

MOBILE LIBRARY ||| Shropshire
. MLibraries

Learn imagine discover

Owen’s - Route 4
Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

October 5th, 19th
Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40
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http://www.ridgefuels.co.uk
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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TRUSTED HANDYMAN

S ERV I CE S

TALK TO ALAN
07515 754227

Home Repairs
&
Carpentry Work

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

Patios

Landscaping

Wood Chipping available
Stump Grinding

= Tree Surgery
= Hedge Trimming
= Fencing

Free quotations
Whole of Shropshire covered

Tel: 01961 770054
Mob: 07725819414
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STEP INTO THE SPOTLIGHT:

Face2Face Performance Academy

Invites New Students to Join!
Face2Face Performance Academy, a renowned
performing arts training provider in Oswestry, dedicated to nurturing
artistic talent and fostering creativity, is thrilled to announce that it will be
opening its doors to new students this September. Aspiring performers are
invited to join the academy's vibrant community and get involved in the many
opportunities available. You can join any time.

Now in its seventh year, Face2Face has become known for its ability to unlock
the full potential of its pupils, with many pupils gaining places at prestigious Dra-
ma schools and gaining professional performance opportunities.

Creative Director of The Holroyd Community Theatre, Michael Jenkins said:

“We are thrilled to be opening our doors, and welcoming more pupils into the
academy. In January, we will have been open for seven years and | think it is a
testament to the quality of our coaching and the unique opportunities that we
still have some of our original members in the academy.

“What sets us apart from other academies, is that our faculty is made up of in-
dustry professionals, all of whom have experienced the performing arts field at
the highest levels. This gives our pupils a true insight into the industry and raises
their aspirations. In addition to the quality coaching, we also provide outstanding
opportunities, which are truly memorable.”

The academy’s weekly sessions are designed to cater to various artistic interests.
From acting and dancing to singing and more recently film-making, the academy
provides a diverse curriculum that emphasises skill development, personal
growth, and collaborative learning.

Speaking about the academy, longstanding pupil, Lecsi (14) said: “l would recom-
mend Face2Face to anyone interested in performing arts. Before starting |
attended other academies, it was clear from my first term at Face2Face that
there is nowhere quite like it. Through the academy, we have access to the best
opportunities, from meeting and working with West End stars, to performing live
on stage in plays and musicals, and most recently, filming in really cool locations.

“If you’re nervous about joining, don’t be!
Everyone is so friendly and welcoming, you won’t want to leave.”
The Autumn term will begin in September, but you can join later. If you are aged
9 to 18, and have an interest in performing arts, find out more about how to sign
up by visiting www.theholroyd.com/face2face ¢
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D PRICE REUPHOLSTERY

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
W idle range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

KARL LEAVER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Professional and friendly service
Fully insured

Free estimates

Email: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk

Mob: 07581423025

z 4 1 F4i #-] %& “IL I'él. i
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SUPERB CLEANING CARPETS
Tirm Skow recommended & esed by leading home UPHDLSTERY TILE & GROUT
Purnishing retailers since 1957, LEATHER Woon
www. shawdlean.co.uk RUGS AR
WEST FELTION - Fres Bovice, quotes & fuily insured. CURTAINS PATIOS
MATTRESSES DECKING
07976 552072 D800 612 8B1T STAIN REMOVAL & PROTECTION

N

from Eileen & the CARNIVAL COMMITTEE

As this goes to press we haven’t had a meeting so there is not much news for
you.

The only thing we have decided is that the Christmas Tree switch on will be
Friday, 1st December - so put that in your diaries.

This will be a great start to all the Christmas festivities for young and old
alike.

And I’'m sure we will be selling baubles for a good cause again.

More news next month.

[fHR TR R /& & & & & & & & & & & & & &/ &/ & & & & & & /K A/ & & & & & & /K A/ & & & & &

have 2 grest }{Qﬁ? ‘D.‘Jy 1
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555
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Charity plant sale in aid of cancer research

Saturday October 7th 2 till 5pm
at The Granary, Eardiston SY11 4HA

Perennials, biennials and some
native hedging plants. Lots of
plants for spring and early
Summer flowering which will

«Fo SV do better if you get them in the
SR o 4 . o s .

; = @A ground whilst the soil is still

%\ ‘z.

warm in autumn.



Ross HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM — LEAKAGE TESTING — NESTS REMOVED —
CowLsS, BIRD GUARDS AND CAPS SUPPLIED AND FITTED. OPEN FIRE,
MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN. FOR A FAST,
FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE OR

JUST HELP AND ADVICE. N

; .

2,

)

CALL 01939 768319
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24 THE WHEATLANDS, BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE N.A.C.S. MEMBER 12/05

S. Owen & Sons

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on:
01691
830315
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(Continued from page 37)

the nuclear umbrella for peace (mostly) since the Second World war would
probably be going a bit too far for them. They also made the mistake of writing
it in Latin, causing the Senior Tutor to remark that the grace was not so much an
insult to the Lord as to the Latin language.

Saying Grace, giving thanks or gratitude, is even more remarkably associated
with well being. A study of health professionals showed that those who made a
note of being thankful were less prone to stress and depression. Another series
of studies begun 20 years ago has shown that gratitude is important in develop-
ing and maintaining social engagement and development whilst motivating peo-
ple to behave in ways that benefit others. Giving thanks is associated with other
positive traits such as happi-
ness and forgiveness.

The undergraduates of l(i%
Newnham, in establishing a Theatre
Grace, have identified the
value of a ritual that has elud-
ed the lawyers of Lincoln’s
Inn. A form of grace is recog-
nised by most of the world’s
religions. Some of these Grac-
es are quite long but com-
monly invoke some form of
deity. There is evidently a
need for a brief form of Grace
that can satisfy all religions.
The Latin Grace ‘Benedictus
benedicat — let he who is
blessed bless (this food)’ does
at least not specify who is
blessed. Atheist graces are
rather bland, emphasizing the
communal aspect but without
giving thanks. The ancients
may inadvertently have got it ; "
right leaving their successors A Comedy by Jeremy Lloyd & David Croft
to struggle with finding a uni- 2nd-7th October 2023
versal formula including | T:0754411 3511 - E: admin@attfieldtheatre.com
bonding and thanks. ¢ www.ticketsource.co.uk/attfield

The Guildhall, Bailey Head, Oswestry SY11 1PZ
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Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY
Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping
to British Standard Specifications

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk
Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com

J1691 870300 or 07811 320982

Firs
‘ , You'l love the way we care
3 . Care in your home,

just as you like it.

We  build our care
packages around you and
your individual needs which
means that you and your
family can rest assured
you'll receive care and
support exactly as you
need.

Up to £1,350 of free at-home care”!
Four weeks of high quality care for the
price of three!

Bluebird Care Oswestry
Call us for a friendly chat on

01691 749128

West Felton Village Hall Committee

The village hall porch has been used to advertise shows, exhi-
bitions and community events for many years. Such notices

can be attached on the inside of the porch glass with blu-tack
(no tape please).

Anyone wishing to place
general advertisements,
such as items for sale,
should place them

inside the hall in the

foyer entrance,

on the pin board provided,
and not on the glass in
the porch.

Thank you for your understanding.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell
Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357
MEETING IN THE PUNCH BOwWL 8PM, FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH
EXCEPT BANK HOLIDAYS, THEN SECOND MONDAY.

ROYAL BRITISH LECION

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elec-
tions every few years, but when you volunteer, you vote every day
about the kind of community you want to live in.”




GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

wgh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em noa and evening surgeries Ruyton-X1-Towns
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180
SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES : ° Microchip Identity
] Roucil:ine Fle:ililty work L] ?iaﬁnostitlz )I(,-:azt_& Ultrasound
. n-house lab testin
: gﬁgepl;lae?\; Ggas‘.trs‘.s.. L] Pet food & accesso?ies
. Alpaca work . Free Pet Health advice

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance

www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
also find us on Facebook

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for
Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home

Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping e Dri Yeways
Charlie Jordan e Patios
01691 610412 Mb: 07712 530 107 o Paths

Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk Very experienced, Quality,
e : P , Professional Installations
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GRACE BEFORE MEALS

Michael Davie

Before we sat down to our Harvest
Supper, a Grace was said. Many au-
thors confirm that when a community
or family eats and drinks together,
group identities are nourished. From
the earliest times food and drink were
suited to playing a réle in rituals ex-
pressing cultural values and social rela-
tionships including any ancestors or
gods who might have shaped the
world. A hundred years ago saying of
Grace before meals was commonplace,
but it is now rarely said outside of a
religious community, or colleges, par-
ticularly when they had previously
been a religious foundation. The cus-
tom of saying grace varies from coun-
try to country. A study in America sug-
gested that almost 50% of Americans
say grace before meals at least once a
week. Recently the saying of Grace
before meals at Lincoln’s Inn (a legal
institution) was discontinued. The
Treasurer felt that it did not provide a
setting where all felt equal

The word Grace is derived from Latin
meaning ‘thanks’. Although many Grac-
es used in this country have a Christian
background, references to the Lord
stating that God should be blessed for
food appear in the book of Deuterono-
my about 1400 years before Christ.
Jesus himself gave thanks before the
Last Supper. Giving thanks before a
meal to a deity is not confined to Chris-
tianity: most other religions have some

form of blessing before eating and give
thanks to a superior being.

Atheists of course have a problem with
grace because they do not believe in a
superior being. Advice given to atheists
advocates that it is polite to take part
in the grace but atheists should not
cross themselves. A few seconds of
quiet before a meal is not only a ritual,
but gives people time to think and has
been said to re-inforce a shared sense
of purpose and identity. Since the earli-
est times eating together has been rec-
ognised as a force for social cohesion.

The saying of grace before a meal be-
came a sensitive subject to the under-
graduates of Newnham College, Cam-
bridge some years ago. Newnham was
founded as a women’s college and was
anything but a religious institution. (Up
until 1948 women could not be award-
ed degrees by the University: female
undergraduates were awarded a titular
BA, unfortunately abbreviated to BA
tit). The Undergraduates at Newnham
felt that the saying of a Christian grace
before a meal was meaningless to
those who were not of that faith, yet
they recognised the value of having a
grace as a means of creating an institu-
tional bond and creating a common
purpose that looks beyond the ‘self’.
The undergraduates wrote a new offer-
ing of thanks for food, companionship,
and peace. The problem they had was
to whom they were giving thanks:
farmers for food perhaps, companion-

ship —each other possibly, but thanking
(Continued on page 39)
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ShropShire Shl’OpShire Klln LCSt We forget + + « Remembrancetide is a

Ag g regates Dried Firewood fortnight from the end of October to Remembrance Sunday,
A TOP QUALITY AGRICULTURAL Kiln Dried Softwood and includes the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.
CONTRACTING SERVICE. Kiln Dried Hardwood Wearing a poppy is a show of support for the service and sacrifice
Kiln Dried 100% Oak of our Armed Forces, veterans and their families.

We also supply: Hardcore_, Nets of kindling et represents all those who lost their lives on active service, from the beginning
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil Available in builder bags of the First World War right up to the present day.
Rootzone, Garden Mulch. | or loose loads

e[t also honours the contribution of civilian services and the uniformed services
who contribute to national peace and security, and it acknowledges innocent
civilians who have lost their lives in conflict and acts of terrorism.

VISIT www.shropshireaggregates.net &
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk 07813847670

The poppy has been a symbol of Remembrance for over 100 years. It became a
R I C H A R D S G R 0 U N DWO R KS symbol of Remembrance and hope for a peaceful future in the aftermath of the
First World War. Since 1921 Poppy collectors have been at the heart of the Pop-
Surfacing Contractor py Appeal. And this year they will be back in local communities across the UK to
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs collect donations that help RBL continue it's vital work.
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor There is no ‘correct’ way to wear a poppy. Wearing a poppy is a personal choice
References available reflecting individual and personal memories and hopes for peace. It's a matter of
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe personal choice whether and when someone chooses to wear a poppy and how
Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503 they choose to wear it. From the new plastic-free paper poppies to pins, bag

charms and pet poppies, the best way to wear a poppy is simply with pride.

The poppy is red because that’s the natural colour of the poppy flower. During
the First World War previously beautiful countryside was blasted, bombed and
fought over, again and again. The landscape swiftly turned to fields of mud
where little or nothing could grow. But out of this devastation the delicate but
resilient bright red Flanders poppies grew and flourished in their thousands.

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire The red poppy directly supports the Armed Forces community. The red poppy is

01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629 worn as a show of support for the Armed Forces communities across the UK, Al-
. lied Forces and the Commonwealth. Donations from the sale of red poppies go
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com directly towards helping the Armed Forces community.
/ Friendly , Reliable, Local Service \ Money raised during the Poppy Appeal helps support the Armed Forces commu-
P A P . nity in lots of different ways, including providing financial advice to veterans who
Free no obligation estimates struggle to adapt to civilian life and funding recovery services like the Battle Back
pl mbln & High standard of work Centre, the first port of call for wounded, injured and sick service men and wom-
u g No mess left behind! en as they start their Individual recovery programs.
Heat”"]g enquiries@pja-plumbing.co.uk West Felton has long held a fine reputation for donating to the Poppy Appeal.

. . . Door to door collections can still be expected as well as the usual red Poppy col-
Installation Repalrs Tel 07969 833 610 Clty&ﬁ lection boxes in shops and public houses. Times are hard now, so it must be even
KMaintenance GUlIdS/ harder for injured service people and their families. Let us remember them. ¢
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Thinking of making a Will

or Power of Attorney?
Wills £150
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) £150
Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services

Call Paul Humphreys today

Tel: 01691 652233

www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

Duncan Galliers

Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery

Specialist in traditional
techniques for antique and
modern furniture.
Spring repair,
foam cut to size
and sundries!

Call 01743 353981 or
email
duncangalliers@aol.com

A&J
CATTERY

Open all year round
Cattery is fully heated

Collection and Delivery
‘““Give your cat a holiday

while you enjoy yours”
Sandstone Holdings,
Dovaston, Kinnerley,
Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606
We are only 5 minutes from
West Felton

AURA

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS

8 &3

24 SALOP ROAD
OSWESTRY
SYIl 2NU

® 01691 655655
1)

AURA.OSWESTRYA@MAIL.COM

healthwatch

Shropshire

Together we’re making
health and social care
better

2023 marks a significant anniversary for Healthwatch, it is 10 years since
the network was set up across England. At the beginning of 2023 Health-
watch Shropshire was awarded the contract to continue to act as the
health and social care champion in the county for another 3-5 years.

They have just published their annual report detailing how they have
championed the voices of the thousands of Shropshire patients and ser-
vice users they have heard from over the last year. Including

Raising the struggles people face when seeking urgent help and calling for
an ambulance

Bringing experiences of Psychological Therapies to life to help the NHS
improve services

Highlighting the communication needs of people with disabilities and cog-
nitive impairment

Vanessa Barratt, Chair of Healthwatch Shropshire, said, “It is really im-
portant that we hear from all communities is Shropshire. Over the past
year we have worked hard to make sure we hear from everyone within our
local area including the people we hear from less frequently, to gather
their feedback and make sure their voice is heard and services meet their
needs.”

Sir Neil McKay, Chair of Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin Integrated
Care Board, said, “ Healthwatch plays a vital role in connecting the Shrop-
shire, Telford and Wrekin Integrated Care Board with the communities we
serve. Healthwatch Shropshire’s excellent Annual Report describes the
breadth of work they do to examine health service issues which concern
people. The Report is a credit to them. We greatly appreciate their work
and look forward to continuing our strong relationship with them.”

The full report is available here: https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/
report/2023-07-13/together-were-making-health-and-social-care-better-
healthwatch-shropshire-annual

Healthwatch Shropshire is the independent health and social care champi-
on in Shropshire. It gathers the views and experiences of patients, service
users, carers, and the general public about services including hospitals,
GPs, mental health services, community health services, pharmacists, op-
ticians, residential care and children’s services. It also has statutory pow-
ers that it can use to influence service provision by encouraging improve-

ments. ¢
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oFREE trial on no deposit.
Inte&te H EA R I N G eBook your assessment today!
Austin Hearing Specialists  T: 01691 674498

The latest invisible, Bluetooth and E: info@integratehearing.co.uk

rechargeable hearing aids available. 15 Church Street,
eHearing Tests Oswestry, SY11 2SU

eHearing aids hC pc N OPTICIANS \
eEar Wax Removal @ m @ s

www.hcpe-uk.org

For RICS Home Buyers Surveys and Building Surveys
contact the Forge team

Email: info@forgeproperty.co.uk Call us on: 01691 610317

forgeproperty.co.uk

Tanat Foot C“?

Registered Foot Heal

Pracno I e Toenail Trimming e Diabetic Foot Care
‘ o Calluses o Ingrowing Toenails
t“' ‘ o Cracked Heels e Fungal Nail

{ Treatments in a modern clinic
TE Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB

\: e Corns/Verrucae o Athlete’s Foot
' 07891 087394
\ b’ Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com
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§| WEST ¢
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Whilst there was no regular monthly meeting in
August there was no lack of fellowship INSPIRING WOMEN
or entertainment

OSWESTRY SHOW 2023

WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE h WI

Congratulations to all members who entered the competitions. West Felton WI
had several winning entries in the individual classes: Brownies - 1st Jo Lawson,

2nd Julie Holmes. Dundee Cake - 2nd Gillian Sturgess. Cordial - 1st Anna Stock-
bridge, 2nd Jo Lawson. Greetings Card - 2nd Sally Wheeler.

Also congratulations to Yvette Openshaw and her husband Mark for the many

rosettes they won in the sheep classes.

On a breezy Saturday morning later in August, members and friends headed to
the Midlands on a day out. The first stop was The Forge Mill Needle Museum
where they learned the fascinating story of needle making in Victorian times.

https://www.forgemill.org.uk/web/

On the same site were the ruins of Bordesley Abbey — which have been exten-
sively excavated; the visitors centre told the abbey’s story. The tour guides were
excellent, very knowledgeable. A lovely buffet lunch in the visitors centre fol-
lowed, before heading to the Birmingham Botanical Gardens.

Birmingham Botanical Gardens offer something for everyone. Four Victorian
Glasshouses as well as exciting outdoor gardens including two Alpine Gardens,
the Japanese Garden showcasing the National Bonsai Collection, a Pinetum, the
Adventure Playground, and a rolling lawn overlooking the bandstand and Aviar-
ies. The butterfly house was a firm favourite. Allin all a great day out —and the
sun came out in the afternoon too. www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk

Then it was all back to ‘work’ for a very busy September.

Thursday 14th September saw the West Felton WI Craft and Produce Show fol-
lowed by the monthly meeting, featuring guest speaker Victoria Graham who
was a Lieutenant Commander in Queens Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Ser-
vice.

On Wednesday 27th September West Felton hosted the Oswestry North Group
of WIs group social evening.

More about these events next month.

The October meeting is on Thursday 12th, featuring guest speaker Caroline Hick-
man - Laughter Yoga. ¢
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
Breakdowns - Servicing

b Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

D Cut & Colour | cut & Colour
5 Baschurch Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails, Station Road
personal care Baschurch SY4 2BB

@sarahatthehairstation

01939
809589 cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com
@@ n cut&colourbaschurch
Thinking of selling your home?
Problem solved!

Receive our Marketing Package when '
selling your property with us:

» Professional photography ‘

= Floor-plan

= Hybrid video-ette

CALL: 01691 680044

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com

Providing a professional, honest, and trusted service
to our customers since 2004

| prOUD D
L. L &) WOODHEAD

CGuUILD
MEMBER

Rector WG Haslehurst (1891-1905) The HASLEHURST INSTITUTE

The original hall was
rather less than half the
size of the present build-
ing, financed by a legacy
left by Rector W G Has-
lehurst, and built on
land given by the Con-
greave family. The Has-
lehurst Memorial Insti-
tute was opened on
12th October 1908, and §
used for various parochi-
al purposes, chiefly for
the Men’s Club though West Felton

tion Authority installed
cookers and washing facili-
ties along with a septic tank
in the adjoining field as a
temporary drainage system. |
The ‘Canteen’ and the ladies |
who dished up school din-

Felton children are held in
fond memory by many still
resident in the village. ¢

in the 1920s the Girl Guides
also held their meetings
there, with Miss Langford in
charge. Later on, the Institute
building was enlarged. Origi-
nally there was no drainage
system. For a number of
years the building was leased
to the Shropshire Education
Authority, for the use as a
school canteen. The Educa-




Angela Chalmers SAC Dip, RFHP

For specialist foot care in the

AY\QIS FOO{ H'CGH'h ::omfort your own home

; . Nail trimming
MObﬂC F00+ Heéﬂ'h PYGC’fﬁmer Nail treatment o Moblle
Call Angela on 07730 795142  «  Calluses Otcare £,

est Feltop,

Emat nfo@angsfoothealthcovk  ° Cracked heels
J Corns, verrucae

&tio¥'s diraspects of pavi B
=Eencing aa;1datsr2Ielfst:s° — ShrOPShlre

Driveways and paths

Garden walls, brickwork, rendering Landscapes

ayingand _ | Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, a
artificial gra { leading landscaping company with a
reputation for creating truly magnificent
and unique gardens throughout Shrop-
| shire. As true landscaping specialists, we

take pride in what we do, and work
closely with our clients to develop in-
spired concepts, creating exciting,
practical garden design. Our philosophy
is simple: reliability, combined with a
professional service & value for money.

"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”

With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ — we set out the inclusive price.
Quotations are free of charge and made at a time to suit you.

01691 610461 - 07400 821581
or shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com

Call Jennifer Scott on Gure cym oven a little TIC with
07866 472083 _
or 07791 655559

www.facebook.com/

cleanandgleamovens
Email:

School summer picnics, great fun, scrumptious

food and over 100 books given out - aren't the
- children of West Felton school really lucky?

cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com Oven Cleaning Services COHQFGTUIGTEOHS to all teachers and donors.

covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

OVENS .
Professional
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- Shroprhire
 Howtekeepers

If you would like more time to enjoy your home
and family, and less work and worry, for cleaning,
handyman, garden work, pet care - contact
www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
Tel: 07803 029928

LOOKING FOR YOUR
DREAM KITCHEN

With a low cost
Most cabinets are in good order so why
rip them out with all the mess and cost. .
Here at Kitchen and Bedroom Revivals
we can update your existing kitchen by
supplying made to measure
replacement doors and worktops.

Up to 50% less
than a complete new kitchen

and arrange a free quote
www.kitchen-revival.co.uk
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the towns, leaving
space for new and var-
ied types of resident. It
was the culmination of
a long process as
transport links im-
proved - starting with
the canal, then the rail-
way, and later the A5
bypass, which has
changed the entire
nature of village life. ¢

The 1963
Rectory

_ with gratitude to
Mr Ned Millington
for sharing his
memories - SO
many West Felton

even seen either of
the Rectories.

Surveyor of Works?
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(Continued from page 29)

Behind the house was the main garden,
separated by a tall hedge from the
kitchen garden with its orchard, a heat-
ed greenhouse, a cobbled courtyard
with stable-block for three carriages
and six horses, harness room, work-
shop, stores, and groom's cottage.
Amongst other relics of the past we
found a horse's leather boot, one of a
set the horse would have worn to pro-
tect the lawn during mowing, and many
other Victorian tools whose uses we
could only guess at. At the bottom of
the garden had been a tennis court, we
were told.

The rectory was replaced in 1963 with a
new house on the lawn. After the fami-
ly had moved in, we dismally watched
the demolition of the old building. The
capacious cellars now served as recep-
tacles for rubble, so their tile-topped
storage surfaces and brick arches are
still there for
future archae-
ologists, under
the new es-
tate. In the
roof were
found marks
indicating the
presence of
recycled ships'
timbers. The
staircase was
destroyed;
nowadays it
would have
been disman-
tled and sold.

The most valuable asset to the demoli-
tioners was the huge amount of lead
from the roof. The reason given for the
demolition was the high cost of mainte-
nance, given the size of the building,
but it wasn't in bad condition, and
would have converted into flats.
Around this time similar decisions were
being made over the future of many
similar country rectories: Whittington
was demolished, making way for the A5
straightening, while Selattyn and Welsh
Frankton, with their great views, were
sold off and converted.

The importance of the rural parishes
was reflected in the size of their recto-
ries. West Felton, and amongst others,
was a richer living than Oswestry be-
cause the farms produced most of the
wealth, a state of affairs that had exist-
ed for centuries, but was now changing
as the farms became mechanized and
people moved off the land to work in

. Walk leaders:-
West Fél‘ton Walking .. possen 01691 610623
roup Hilary lles 01691 610707

John and Eileen Hanmer
01691 610629

Liz and Dave Embrey
01691 658275

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the
Punch Bowl car park

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the
month when departure is 9:30 to
allow time to travel to our chosen
destination for the away day walk.
New members always welcome.

Back of 19th century R%E&Q-C)’: &
start of the new buildiﬁé?pme lawn.

‘-
L |




West Felton Church
St Michae|’s

At Home in West Felton Rectory
1956 to 1974 - Ned Millington

We arrived in West Felton from our
Black Country roots in the first week of
April 1956: dad was taking up his new
position as the rector and we were four
children (soon to be five) who'd never
properly seen a bale of hay up close; so
imagine the shock for the new inhabit-
ants of the old rectory to find them-
selves surrounded on all sides by farms.
There was Hanmer at the Court, Rich-
ards opposite the Court, Roberts at the
bottom of the garden, and of course
Evans the Manor adjacent to St.
Michael's. Church and rectory with two
tied cottages occupied an island, and
the ancient site was full of powerful
spring scents, vivid colours and tumul-
tuous noise, with the jutting perspec-
tives of vast, overbearing trees clutch-
ing at us. Our town cat, let out of her
box after a few days, went crazily on a
slaying spree for a week until, realising
she couldn't kill everything at once, she
tuned in to the seasons of the country-
side and gradually the rate of attrition
slowed.

We were overpowered by the scale of
nature, and quite besieged by agricul-
ture on our island. However, all the
farms were open to our prompt inspec-
tion, and got it. The first or second
afternoon we ventured over to our
closest neighbour, the Manor, to soak
up the smells, the pre-milking quiet,
and the vast scale of everything. A

West Felt ~3
Village Hall 4190

1923:2023

block of black-country slums would
have fitted into that yard, but the lucky
animals, it seemed to us, had it all to
themselves - even their own house for
milking! The big attraction was the
dutch barn, full of handy construction
materials for increasingly complex
dens. As we got to know our new
friends Bill Martin and Dood Lindop, we
learned rapidly the names and func-
tions of everything on the farm, and
this knowledge translated onto all the
other farms. There was a transaction
involved - we had to do a bit of work,
and later on drive the Fergie, whose
heavy clutch caused consternation to
its lightweight drivers and brought
down hails of curses from the men atop
the rickety wagon loads of hay bales.
Dai Evans paid us for the summer holi-
day's labours; for me the sum of eleven
shillings comes to mind (how that was
calculated | had no idea), together with
bacon hacked off the ceiling hooks and
as much buttermilk as you could, or
could not, drink. The late suppers con-
tinued into the corn harvest. Mr Hulse's
threshing box would be set up in the
stackyard, connected to the tractor’s
power take-off, and then all hell let
loose as the machinery tried to shake
itself to pieces. Corn came out at one
place and straw bales were shunted out
at another -that was as technical as it

(Continued on page 29)
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got for me. The dogs, Sweep and Ken,
stood sentry for escaping rats, and
when these had been cornered Bill and
Dood ran in to finish them off with
pikels. Despite the complete absence of
safety concerns we managed to avoid
serious injury. it was not like our earlier
life, where we walked to school across
a post-war industrial landscape, past
bomb-sites, and factories which
opened directly onto the streets and
showered streams of sparks across the
pavement as we walked by. However,
informality and a need for awareness
governed both those very different ex-
istences.

My elder brother Robert and | were
given bicycles very early, and these
proved both a boon and a burden. We
could visit far-flung friends and farms,
but the bikes came with responsibili-
ties: they needed looking after, and
there were errands to run and expecta-
tions made upon us, such as delivering
parish magazines. The bikes survived a
casual disregard for maintenance as we
gained a wider overview of the area,
until cars became accessible, and farms
gave way to garages. We both started
out at West Felton School, a Victorian
building with three classes and open
fires, and on transferring to secondary
schools in Oswestry, for the first time
the village seemed to shrink.

We had brought a television with us in
1956 which just about picked up
'Hancock's Half Hour' and ‘The Lone
Ranger' in its room on the top floor of
the rectory, but when it broke it wasn't

replaced, and we were bereft until kind
people in all corners of the parish start-
ed inviting us to watch their sets: Evans
The Manor, the Wards at The Willows,
the Phillips's and the Martins on the A5,
the Ellis's on Tedsmore Bank and the
Blurtons at Ford's Bank were all among
those who took pity on us.

The rectory building itself was inter-
esting. Fifty-two rooms | counted, with
most having domestic functions, includ-
ing an entire servants' wing with two
cellars, its own cobbled courtyard (with
workshops, store-rooms and a central
well) and another working yard at the
back (containing two privies, one a dou-
ble-seater) walled off from the garden
so as not to spoil the view. The top
floor of the house would have provided
accommodation for servants in resi-
dence. Bell-pulls in all the living-rooms
led to a numbered board at the bottom
of the servants' back stairs. This paral-
leled the grand staircase, which was lit
by a wonderful skylight. Harry Phillips,
who was born in the 1880's, remem-
bered over twenty servants being em-
ployed at the rectory in late Victorian
times, and they would have remained
mostly invisible unless summoned. The
two disused reception rooms with their
french windows swallowed entire gar-
den fetes in wet weather, but two-
thirds of the house we could find no
use for except as a gigantic all-weather
playground. Thus outdoor sports such
as cycling, glider-flying and even an air-
rifle range found homes in the servants'
wing.

(Continued on page 30)
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