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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Shrops Councillor: Cllr David Walker  01743 256863/ M 07484 541576 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:            MINISTRY vacant                       
Church Warden:              Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden:      Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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Supporting local business - Supporting the community 

 

POP PY CO NCE RT  
The Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir  

 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL  
Friday 7th November 7:30pm 

featuring the children 
of  West Felton School 

Tickets £6 from the Shop, or Legion Members  
For more information call 610629 

Christmas Coffee Morning 
Saturday 22nd November - West Felton Village Hall 

See page 21 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
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25th Oct 7:30pm HOPE HOUSE QUIZ VILLAGE HALL  

3rd Nov WF BRITISH LEGION AGM PUNCH BOWL  

6th Nov 10-12noon COMMUNITY Coffee Morning Village Hall. 19 

6th Nov 7:30pm CARVERY NIGHT in aid of Hope House, PUNCH BOWL 15 

7th Nov 7:30pm POPPY CONCERT West Felton Village Hall COVER 

9th Nov 10am REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE, ST MICHAEL’S   

11th Nov 11am SERVICE AT WAR MEMORIAL WITH WF SCHOOL  

22nd Nov Special CHRISTMAS Coffee Morning Village Hall 21 

28th Nov 6pm CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH-ON  - Alma Close          28/29  

10th Dec 7pm VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS BINGO 19 

14th Dec 3pm COMMUNITY CAROLS St Michael’s Church  

13th Dec ILLUMINATED TRACTOR RUN.  

24th Dec 6pm CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE ST MICHAEL’S  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page 34 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Page 19 New locksmith service 

Pages 16/17 Help at Home Age Concern service 

Page 24/25 West Felton Exercise/DanceFit classes 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page  £60 
Half page  £90 
Full page      £150 

Last day for submission of copy and  
deadline for content changes 

10th NOVEMBER 2025 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• WhatsApp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number,  

so we may contact you.   

Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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St Michael’s, West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 
All Welcome, 
Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service 
 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
Services to be announced 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

10am  

on 9th November  

REMEMBRANCE 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Mick GREEN  07928 479 305 
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117  
 

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863  
Mobile: 07484 541576 

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan  T: 01939 809387  
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
11 November 2025 

9 December 2025 

13 January 2026 

10 February 2026 

10 March 2026 

14 April 2026 

12 May 2026 

To Contact the Parish Council 
Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

 ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE 
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Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, 
Cllr John Thornhill 

Planning Application – Old Rectory 
Gardens.  Council considered a 
planning application from Milford 
Fox Ltd on behalf of Chartland De-
velopments to build 10 houses on 
a site North of Old Rectory Gar-
dens.  The proposed development 
is on approximately 1.1 hectares of 
land to the north of the unclassi-
fied road, Old Rectory Gardens, in 
West Felton, approximately 6.5km 
to the southeast of Oswestry.  The 
scheme put forward is for eight 
open market and two affordable 
properties.  The site is within the 
Conservation Area for the village.  
Conservation orders are legal in-
struments used to protect natural 
habitats, species, and other fea-
tures of special interest.  They vary 
by location but often include 
measures like Special Nature Con-
servation Orders (SNCOs) for Euro-
pean sites, which require consent 
for activities that could damage 
them, and Tree Preservation Or-
ders (TPOs) to protect specific 
trees.  The purpose is to prevent 
deterioration and ensure the long-
term health of protected areas, 
habitats and species.  Whilst there 
are no specific orders on this site 
such a development would detract 

from the area and reduce the 
amount of open agricultural land in 
the village with subsequent impact 
on a variety of native species with-
in the area.   

The site is at the far end of The 
Avenue from the main village and 
there have been concerns ex-
pressed about speeding on that 
road.  Whilst the documents argue 
that no personal injury collisions 
have been reported within the 
search area in the latest five-year 
period the increase of traffic on 
that road from the development 
would increase the risk of serious 
and or fatal accidents.  It is a com-
mon route used by dog walkers 
and other family events and there 
is limited pavement area.  Con-
cerns have been expressed at pub-
lic meetings in the last few years 
over speeding within the village 
and the Parish Council is trying to 
respond positively to this issue so 
does not want increased traffic on 
that road.     

It was felt that some of the proper-
ties – Plots 4 and 5 - were not in 
keeping with the styles of housing 
in the rest of the village and Con-

(Continued on page 8) 
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servation area with reference to 
Dutch style Barns. 

Council was particularly concerned 
that the Technical Note provided 
would seem to suggest that Shrop-
shire Council had in fact had infor-
mally given agreement to a plan.  It 
states; ‘Within the pre-application 
consultation with SC Highways 
(PREAPM/24/00221 on 12/02/2025) 
they confirmed that a proposal for 10 
dwellings would be acceptable in 
principle subject to the access, visibil-
ity, parking and turning facilities be-
ing commensurate with the local 
conditions and highway safety.  The 
Highways team confirmed that the 
proposed single point of access onto 
the private drive/road is welcomed 
and supported.  However, a few 
points were raised, and these have 
been addressed in the new layout 
and within this Technical Note.’  We 
do not agree. 

Reports from the local press state 
“ Mr Bruce, Senior Planning consult-
ant at Berrys,  said there were no 
objections from Shropshire Council 
officers to the farmstead agricultural 
style of development.’ 

The report adds; ‘The site is consid-
ered to have a low risk of flood from 
watercourses, surface water and res-
ervoirs. Mr Bruce said it is envisages 
that a drainage condition will be im-
posed on any planning permission for 

full details of future surface water 
and foul designs.’   However the 
Council is still concerned with other 
flooding issues in the village which 
have not be fully rectified despite 
action by Shropshire Council.    

Council oppose this application for 
all the reasons stated above but is 
not opposed to housing develop-
ment in the village.  Over last 10 
years it has supported developments 
in West Felton.  Further it is now be-
ing proactive in establishing a Neigh-
bourhood plan for the village fo-
cussed on housing development as 
evidenced by its the agreement 
made some years ago for a designat-
ed development site of 60 houses in 
another part of the village.  This 
would have been incorporated in the 
Shropshire Local plan had it not be 
rejected by national Inspectors. 

I urge the Shropshire Council Cabinet 
member and our local MP, Helen 
Morgan to support our objection to 
this application and support our 
efforts to re-introduce previous 
agreements for the betterment of 
the village and protect the im-
portance of the Conservation Area. 

Anyone who wishes to comment on 
the scheme (reference 25/03651/
FUL) can do so by October 30 on the 
Shropshire County Planning website.  
We would encourage members of 
the community to do so.   

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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Neighbourhood Plan. In previous 
reports I have commented on our 
proposal to create a Neighbourhood 
Plan and that the initial application 
for the designation of a Neighbour-
hood Area went before Shropshire 
Cabinet on 10 September.  As previ-
ously reported Cllr John Thornhill 
(Chairman), Cllr Ozcan Ozagir (Vice 
Chairman), Rosemary Wood (Parish 
Clerk) met with Shropshire Council 
staff - Eddie West (Head of Planning 
Policy), Rosie Corner (Policy & Neigh-
bourhood Planning Officer).  It was a 
productive and very informative 
meeting in helping us to progress the 
creation of the Parish plan.  A Neigh-
bourhood Plan is a community-led 
document that provides a vision for 
future development in a local area, 
allowing residents to influence 
where new homes, shops, and offic-
es are built, and to shape the design 
and infrastructure of these develop-
ments.  These plans, created by local 
communities rather than the plan-
ning authority, become part of the 
Local Plan and carry legal weight in 
deciding planning applications.  They 
are a tool for communities to ensure 
that development meets local needs 
and aligns with local priorities.  Fol-
lowing that meeting we sought quo-
tations from a number of consultants 
about the costs of such a develop-
ment, which can take two to three 
years to progress.  During that time 

there would be regular meetings of 
the Planning Team at times suited to 
the members, and progress and sug-
gestions would be fully discussed.  
The focus would be on creating a 
plan that identifies where housing 
developments would be appropriate 
in the village taking account of previ-
ous agreement sites.  

There was full discussion about this 
issue and it was agreed to progress 
the matter with a public meeting in 
the future so parishioners can attend 
and discover fully what it involved.  
We also agreed to focus the Plan en-
tirely on housing development with-
in the village.   

It is a requirement that non-council 
members be part of the Planning 
Team so is if you are interested in 
being involved then please contact 
myself or our Clerk. 

Traffic Calming Measures.  Develop-
ments in this area have been under 
consideration for some time.  We 
received a number of volunteers pre-
pared to be involved in the Commu-
nity Speed Watch scheme but under-
stand that the response to requests 
from the police for relevant details 
has been limited.  Without the de-
tails this scheme cannot progress. 

Two onsite meetings have taken 
place to consider sites for the Vehicle 
Activated Speed (VAS) signs.  The 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 

 

  
 

Now serving ...  
SUNDAY LUNCH  

between 12 and 3pm.  
Booking is advised.    
For reservations call  07543 040618  

Sally, Paul  

and Mark  

welcome you!  

The Punch Bowl Inn  
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most recent was just after the last Council meeting with a member of one 
of the Shropshire Council’s recommended suppliers and installers.  We 
identified appropriate sites to include the current two signs on Holyhead 
Road with updated signs.  In recent communications he reported that 
Shropshire Council would not allow us to replace the current signs with 
more effective solar ones.  This is despite the previous site visit with the 
Traffic Management team member of Shropshire Council who said we 
could!!  The left hand does no know what the right is doing!!  It is officials 
who are preventing the Parish Council from responding positively to con-
cerns expressed by parishioners!● 

(Continued from page 9) 

So, HOW DO I JOIN?? 
In our busy community, new 
volunteers are always welcomed 
with open arms! 
 

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - As will be seen 
from the What’s on? list, our Village hall is a great 
asset for our village. And it is OUR village hall. 
Self-funding, managed and maintained entirely 
by volunteers, new committee members are always welcomed.              
Just contact Ian on 07740 485925 or Eileen on 01691 610629. 

THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE - Would love new members,                         
with new ideas; ring Eileen on 01691 610629. 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL - The Parish Clerk always lets us know 
in this magazine when there is a vacancy on the council. For full infor-
mation contact Rosemary, details on page 5. 

COMMUNITY COFFFEE MORNINGS - Teams of volunteers organise each 
month, contact Christine 01691 610665 or Eileen 01691 610629. 

WEST FELTON WI - For fun and friendship, Contact Rhian on 07375 
997782 . 

And THE CHURCHES - St Michael’s Parish Church with St Chad’s and 
Pradoe Church - services as noted in this magazine - just turn up and ex-
pect to be given a friendly welcome and a cup of tea and a biscuit. Christ-
mas time features several different opportunities as well as the usual 
Sunday services. 
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ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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West Felton School-dates for your diary 
Parents, Teachers, Friends Association (PTFA) 

ready for a busy new school year (Sept-July). 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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In aid of  
HOPE HOUSE 

CHILDREN'S HOSPICE 
  

Carvery Night 
7.30pm, 6th November 2025 

Venue - Punch Bowl Pub, 
West Felton SY11 4EH 

Main course and pudding for £25/head.  
To purchase tickets 

please contact Ian on 07740 485925 
Charity Raffle on the night (please bring prizes) 

From Jo and the Carnival Committee 

CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH ON 
 28 November, 6pm at the entrance to Alma Close.  

 

The Carnival Committee is happy to provide the 2025 CHRISTMAS TREE for West 
Felton and the opportunity to hang special baubles for your loved ones. To place 
your order for your personalised bauble(s) please pay either using PayPal at 
www.paypal.me/WFCarnival, including the names you'd like on the bauble(s) in 
the comments. Alternatively, complete the form on page 29. 
 

You can watch the complex process from picking the tree, to it being put into 
position on our Facebook page. 
 

This year the proceeds of the baubles sale go 
to The Movement Centre which provides sup-
port to Shropshire children and their families 
living with movement difficulties. 

2024 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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REMEMBRANCE 2025 
Remembrance Sunday service at 
St Michael’s church -  
10am 9th November 
 

Service with the school children at 
West Felton War Memorial -  
11am Tuesday 11th November 
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him and he was just nineteen him-
self, but he became very attached 
to them – they were his responsi-
bility. The work was dangerous 
and nasty - one night he had just 
taken the platoon through a shal-
low communication trench leading 
to a crossroads, when persistent 
shelling started - small shells nor-
mally called pip-squeaks intermin-
gled with mustard gas shells. So 
they sat in the trench with their 
gas masks on until things quiet-
ened down and then resumed 
working. They moved portable 
footbridges through 'no man's 
land', repaired barbed wire fenc-
es, again in no-mans land with 
both sides firing at them. Long, 
dirty and very dangerous work 
but done as a team - all looking 
out for one another. 

After his first leave he found that 
his Captain had left and Mr King 
took command as the senior 
officer on length of service with 
the Company from early April 
1918 to the November Armistice 
Day. The average life of a subal-
tern at the front during that peri-
od was nineteen days. 

Almost immediately after Armi-
stice the battalion was given the 
job of staging post for repatria-

tion. Over 2,000 men passed 
through that camp staying just a 
couple of days before embarking 
for home. Mr King was demobi-
lised early as he intended to go 
the University for a degree in Civil 
Engineering, but this was not pos-
sible as his family could not afford 
to send him and there were no 
grants in those days. So Mr King 
went back to the Westminster 
Bank. When Mr King sits for the 
two minute silence at the British 
Legion meetings he looks back and 
sees men he served with and the 
memories he has of those times. 

(Continued from page 42) 

Illustration by Brian Mabe 
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From WEST FELTON VILLAGE 
MAGAZINE NOVEMBER 1992 

 

LOOKING BACK 
Recollections of  

Mr William King of 
Church Cottage, 

West Felton, 1992. 
 

On the 9th September 1916 (his 
18th birthday) Mr William King re-
ported to Mill Hill Barracks for his 
medical to join the 7th London 
Regiment (also known as The 
Artists Rifles). He was passed A1 
and given a shilling (having memo-
rised the sight cards on the previ-
ous occasions when he had failed 
his eyesight test). He spent the 
next six months at Gidea Park in 
Essex training, and successfully 
passed out as a fully trained Infan-
tryman. He was transferred to the 
Officer Training Corp and after six 
months of extremely hard work his 
name appeared in the London Ga-
zette. His pay went up from one 
shilling to ten shillings and six-
pence. 

Having transferred to the Duke of 
Cornwall's Light Infantry he was 
attached to the Enniskillen Fusi-
liers billeted in the very old 
Portsdown forts surrounding 
Portsmouth, built (though never 

finished) to prevent Napoleon 
from landing. Soon after a week’s 
embarkation leave he entrained 
for France at Victoria Station. At 
Rouen he was posted to the 5th 
DCLI which was the Divisional Pio-
neer Battalion. Most of the men 
were recruited in Cornwall and 
had worked in the tin mines or chi-
na clay pits and were handy with a 
pick and shovel. Every Infantry Di-
vision had nine infantry battalions 
and one pioneer but even as pio-
neers they had to take rifles and 
side arms wherever they were 
working. The Division, the 61st, 
was commonly called the "sixty 
worst" and had suffered very 
heavy losses just before Mr King 
arrived. There were only four offic-
ers in the Company and shortly 
after Mr King arrived a German 
shell landing nearby meant that 
one of the four was sent back to 
England badly wounded. He will 
never forget what he saw there, 
every puddle was yellow with mus-
tard gas and wherever you looked 
there were dead mules with their 
legs in the air. The pioneers were 
responsible for the construction 
and repairs to the lines and were 
out after dark repairing breaches 
and damaged sections of the front. 
His platoon all looked young to 

(Continued on page 43) 
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WEST FELTON HARVEST SUPPER 
  

The village hall was full, every table occupied, 
the food as delicious as usual and as plentiful. 

 

What a splendid night! 
Many thanks to all the members of the PCC for such a 
delightful community event. Next big PCC event is the 

special Christmas coffee morning on 
22nd November. 

Tickets  £15 / under 18s FREE 
Online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir 

Or Siop Cwlwm, Bailey Street, Oswestry, 
and on the door. 

www.cantiones.org.uk 

This choir is 
now  recruiting 

for the Tenor 
section. 

 
If you are a  
tenor and 
would be 

interested in 
singing with  
Cantiones, 

please 
contact: 

Info 
@cantiones. 

org.uk 
 
 
 

(see page 39 
for details). 
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Clare with David and Barra 

41 
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P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 
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Helping you to stay independent at home 
 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin is a local charity 
dedicated to improving the lives of older people throughout the county. 
 

One of the ways the charity can help is through its Help at Home service, de-
signed to help individuals stay independent and safe in their own homes. 
After an enquiry or referral, one of the charity’s experienced assessors will 
arrange a home visit to understand your needs and how best they can help. 

The service is delivered by a team of caring and reliable Home Support Work-
ers, all of whom have undergone DBS checks and provided strong references. 
They assist with everyday tasks that may have become difficult or that you 
might usually rely on your family to manage. 

Typical tasks include: 
• Vacuuming and dusting. 
• Cleaning kitchens and bathrooms. 
• Laundry, ironing and changing bedding. 
• Shopping and collecting prescriptions. 
Visits are typically offered in two-hour blocks, and the same Support Worker 
visits each time helping to build a friendly and trusting relationship. The ser-
vice is flexible to changing needs and supported by an office team to keep 
the family informed. 

In addition to practical help, the charity can conduct a benefits check to en-
sure you’re receiving all the financial support you're entitled to. 

David is one of the many people who benefits from the Help at Home ser-
vice. He receives support with cleaning, laundry, and shopping from his 
Home Support Worker, Clare, who has been part of the team for over four 
years.   

“A very helpful lady helped me fill out the forms for attendance allowance 
and with the extra income I can afford services like Help at Home.” 

“Having Clare visit is great. It helps to know the house is clean as my wife was 
very particular about it when she was alive. We always enjoy a cup of coffee 
together and a chat. It’s nice to have someone to talk to every week and her 
work means I get to spend more time with my dog, Barra.” 

To get Help at Home apply now by calling 01743 233 788 

or email enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk 
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We are recruiting for our Tenor section 
Cantiones is a very welcoming mixed voice choir of 

about 40 singers based in Oswestry.  
 

Our conductor is Tony Coupe. 
The first two concerts under his baton were a resounding  

success, full of energy and enthusiasm.    
 

We rehearse on Tuesday nights at Christ Church, Oswestry. 
 

Our next concert will be on 8th November 2025  
comprising the serene Requiem by Maurice Durufle and the Vigil 

Mass by William Petter. See page  
 

If you are a tenor and would be interested in singing with  
Cantiones please contact:   info@cantiones.org.uk 

CANTIONES CHOIR, OSWESTRY 

either too busy with maintenance jobs or hiding from the weather to spend 
much time looking at flowers. However, it is a time when you can see the struc-
ture of the garden with an eye for possible improvements.● 

(Continued from page 27) Up the garden path 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greeting 

cards, and craft 

items. 

 

COMMUNTY COFFEE 
MORNING  

 

Come and meet the neighbours. 
 

Thursday, 
6th November 
 

10-12noon 

in the village hall. 
£1.50 entry includes 

tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra. 

 
 
 
 
 

Insurance 
Approved 

----- 

Police  
recognized 

Based in 
Whitchurch 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 
7pm - Wednesday 10th December 

 

Admission £2 under 18s FREE 
Raffle prizes gratefully received by any committee member. 



20 

 

A & J CATTERY 

Open all year round  |  Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours” 
Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606  We are only 5 minutes from West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 

 

 

 

 
 

Is your grass growing 

out of control? 

Call in Lawn & Order 

• Professional Mowing & Edging 

• Reliable, friendly service 

• Monthly and Bi-weekly plans 

• Free Quotations 
Call or text Wes for more info:  

07756 143 704 
Because every lawn 

deserves justice. 
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unless he took someone with him. 
One suggestion was made that a so-
cial worker might be more appropri-
ate – and possibly less expensive. 
Attending parish events was stressed 
as important in order to meet people, 
although the average time of 5 years 
that a priest stays is barely sufficient 
either to get to know people or to 
take an interest in the church build-
ing. 

Analysis followed about whether we 
could afford for what we wanted. 
There was uncertainty about what a 
clergyperson actually did and many 
were the comments along the lines of 
“they seem to spend an awful lot of 
time doing nothing”. One participant 
recollected that in a previous church 
they had been unable to get a review 
of the work that the priest was doing. 
There was a general feeling that we 
paid a lot and got little back. The 
Chairman noted that each clergyper-
son costs the Diocese about £65,000. 
About 10% of this paid for Diocesan 
staff; the rest was essentially clergy 
pay. Although the stipend is £33,000, 
there are a considerable number of 
expenses paid, all free of tax, includ-
ing a house which equates to a salary 
of about £55,000. Above this a church 
has to find around £7000/yr for insur-
ance, electricity and heating. The pos-
sibility of having part time priests was 
reviewed, but while attractive to a 
church, the post might be less attrac-
tive to an individual unless he or she 

was of retirement age and still willing 
to undertake priestly duties. There 
was also the problem of such a per-
son receiving the necessary training. 
It was suggested that the church 
should show greater flexibility with its 
use of clergy and possibly even have a 
two tier system. Such a process would 
mirror the situation in medicine 
where a GP looks after local issues 
and consults a specialist for more se-
rious conditions. The specialists in the 
church would be the fully trained 
clergy who could be called in to do 
funerals, weddings and baptisms.  

The PCC does not pretend to have 
found an answer to the problem of 
finding a clergyperson, It does hope 
that it shows that it is thinking, even 
“outside the box”, on behalf of the 
parish and that it is open to the sug-
gestions of others. ● 

(Continued from page 35) 
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Two Coffee  Morn i ngs i n  November -  what  a  t reat !  
The Commun i t y  event as u sua l  on f i r s t  Thur sday in  
November ,  the 6th ,  then on Sat urday 22nd we have  
the B i enn ia l  Spec i a l  Chr i s tmas Coffee Morn ing  
organ i sed  by the PCC .  D i f f eren t s ta l l s ,  p l ant s ,  g i f t s ,  
raf f l e ,  a l ove l y  s tar t  to  the fes t i ve s eason .  

CHRISTMAS 
COFFEE 

MORNING 
in the  

Village Hall 
 

10am Saturday 

22nd November 
Stalls - Raffle 

Refreshments 

West Felton Branch 
Annual General Meeting 

 

3rd November 
 

The Punch Bowl 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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The role of the rural priest 

Michael Davie 

At a recent PCC meeting an inter-
esting discussion developed about 
the role of a priest in a rural church. A 
comment that started the dialog con-
cerned our Parish share – a payment 
to the Diocese - of £20,000 annually. 
This sum continues to be payable dur-
ing the interregnum and its amount 
made the members wonder what we 
got from it and how it could best be 
used given that it seems unlikely that 
we shall get a full time priest. One 
solution is the Minster model in 
which a priest from a centre comes 
out to do Sunday services. Some 
members with experience of a similar 
model felt that this only worked if the 
clergyperson got involved with the 
community – a people person had in 
their experience been a success. 
Getting the right person is important 
and many reports emphasize that it is 
fatal to appoint someone about 
whom there are doubts, just because 
of a feeling that “we must appoint 
someone”. 

This led on to an examination of what 
a priest might be expected to do. 
How many services are reasonable on 
a Sunday with three or four being 
favoured. What a priest was required 
for in a service was scrutinised: in a 
communion the absolution, blessing 
of bread and wine and a sermon was 
needed: in a matins only a sermon. 
Several ideas were proposed about 

getting a sermon in the absence of a 
priest. It might be possible to find a 
lay person with the necessary train-
ing. Alternatively there are people in 
the higher echelons of the Diocese 
who might deliver a sermon by 
means of an audio-visual presenta-
tion, either live or recorded. The Dio-
cese has 4 Bishops, 4 Archdeacons, a 
Dean and several assistant Archdea-
cons. For the 52 Sundays and the few 
special days such as Good Friday and 
the Ascension and Christmas a ser-
mon 6 times a year each should not 
be too exacting.  

Taking a Sunday service might require 
a half day preparation and a morning 
– indeed one priest might look after 
two churches. There are however 
other duties including funerals, wed-
dings, baptisms, attending parish 
events and visiting that members felt 
were important. Funerals and wed-
dings are not frequent events in rural 
churches like West Felton. Recently 
our annual corpus of such events is 
one wedding, three funerals and a 
couple of baptisms – hardly enough 
to justify a vicar, though if they were 
paid it might inspire them to encour-
age more. The most valuable service 
that a vicar could do was the one that 
Safeguarding has discouraged. Such 
has been the misbehaviour of some 
clergy that strict rules are now ap-
plied to visiting. One clergyman told 
me that at a recent meeting to renew 
Safeguarding he was told not to visit 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 
 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    
 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

West Felton 
Walking Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays 
at the Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday 
of the month when departure 
is 9:30 to allow time to travel 
to our chosen destination for 

the away day walk. 
 

New members always 
welcome. 

 

Walk leaders:- 
Mike Bossen      01691 610623 
Hilary Iles    01691 610707 
John & Eileen Hanmer 

01691 610629 
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After the summer break we met in September to enjoy our biennial craft and 
produce show. Many skills were on display, from craft to cookery, fruit and 
veg growing, photography and flower arranging. There were impressive choc-
olate cakes, tempting soda breads, colourful fruit curds, attractive wreaths 
and lengthy runner beans to name just a few of the categories. Many thanks 
to our independent judges who undertook the task of assessing the anony-
mised entries and to all members involved with the stewarding and admin, as 
well as the setting up undertaken by members and the Village Hall team. Cup 
winners included Aly S, Gillian S, Jo L and Yvette O whilst the cup for the most 
points overall was scooped by Jo L. Such talent! 

We were also pleased to welcome local author Dave Andrews, current writer 
in residence at Oswestry Library and author of the Oswestry-based detective 
stories. We heard about his creation of Inspector Probert and gained an in-
sight into the world of publishing. Copies were acquired for our own library 
and individual purchases were also made. As ever, delicious cakes provided a 
tasty end to the evening when we admired all the show entries on display 
and enjoyed each other’s company. Many thanks to our busy trio of hostess-
es and to Pat for organising our popular raffle. 

Outings have included lunch at The Old Coffee Pot in Oswestry and the op-
portunity to go on the County trip to the Hat Museum in Stockport where we 
were given a fascinating tour (or should that be fascinator…?!) 

We meet on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
Do ring 07375997782 if you would like to come along. 

West Felton 
Women’s Institute 

Autumn 2025 

In a time of hate 
Love is an act of resistance 
In a time of fear 
Faith is an act of resistance 
In a time of misinformation 
Education is an act of re-
sistance 
 

In a time of poor leadership 
Community is an act of 
resistance 
In a time like this 
Joy is an act of resistance. 
 

Resist. Resist. Resist. 
- Loryn Brantz 
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Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 

EXERCISE CLASSES 
Tuesday mornings 
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates 
10:45am  Intermediate/advanced pilates 
12 noon  Dance Fit 

 

T:  07904456368 
E:  abi.glover-davies@hotmail.com 
Fb:  Abigailcharlottefitness  
        Abigailcharlottefitness 

Pilates classes £8.50 
Dance Fit - £7.50 
Please bring a mat to pilates and wear 
something comfortable and stretchy. 

Strengthen. Stretch.  
Move better. Feel good 
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Enquiries to 
Ian on  

07740485925 

Message from Ian Walker, West Felton 
 

As well as the October quiz night in West Felton village hall when all 
proceeds go to Hope House, and the Carvery night, see page 15, I am 
taking part in Strictly Shropshire as a professional dancer on Fri 28 
November in The Lion Quays and will be partnering with the lovely 
Jane, who is a beginner dancer, in front of 400+ people, all in support 
of Hope House children's hospice. 
 

In tandem with the Strictly event, I would also, personally, like to raise 
funds in support of the local children with a life-threatening condition 
and their families from Shropshire, Cheshire and Wales, who rely on 
Hope House. Thank you so much. 
 

Every donation made will be doubled as part of their 
Quality Moments Matter campaign. 

Please support me if you can. 
 

To donate at JustGiving please visit : 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/ian-walker-2 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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Want to feel stronger, move 
better, and have fun? 

Imagine a class where you leave feeling tall-
er, stronger, and more confident — and 
you’ve had fun the whole way. That’s exactly 
what our local Pilates and Dance Fit classes 
offer. 
There are three fabulous classes to choose 
from: 
Beginner/Mixed Ability Pilates is perfect for 
both beginners and those with more experi-
ence - classes are ‘layered’ so everyone 
works at their  own level. You’ll improve core 
strength, posture, and flexibility while easing 
everyday aches and stiffness.  
For those with some pilates experience 
 who want a slightly more challenging 
class, the Intermediate/Advanced Pilates 
class adds deeper strength work and preci-
sion, helping you develop balance, tone, and 
body awareness. In this session we flow 
through the movements and some 
more demanding layers are offered, 
although everyone still works at their own 
appropriate level. 
If you love music and movement, the Dance Fit class is a blast! 
A cardio-based, dance-inspired workout suitable for all abilities, it’s de-
signed to boost fitness, coordination, and mood — and it’s guaranteed to 
put a smile on your face. No dance experience is needed, just a willing-
ness to move, laugh, and enjoy yourself. 
All classes are friendly, welcoming, and relaxed and embody an ethos 
around celebrating your body and all it can do. There’s always time for a 
chat and a laugh, and plenty of encouragement to listen to your body and 
go at your own pace. Whether your goal is to strengthen, stretch, or simp-
ly reconnect with yourself, you’ll leave feeling better than when you ar-
rived. 
Come along, give it a try — meet new friends, move your body, and leave 
feeling fabulous! See my new advertisement on page 24. 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

31 

 

 

The Corbet School currently has vacancy for a Trustee. 
We would be interested in hearing from anyone who would like to make a 
voluntary contribution by joining the Trustee Body.  

We would be particularly  pleased to hear from someone who lives locally 
with a background in business and an interest in educational issues. 

The Corbet School has an excellent reputation and is consistently one of 
the best performing secondary schools in Shropshire. The Trustees work 
closely with the Head teacher and her management team to help improve 
school performance. 

Informal enquiries can be made via the Clerk to the Trustees,  

Ms Judith Leach ClerktoTrustee@corbetschool.net  01939 260296 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 

01691 830315 
info@sowenandsons.co.uk 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters 
stove mix offcuts £160.00 

ONE STEP AHEAD 
Joanne and Chelsea 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 
 

For treatment of: 
• Overgrown nails | Corns 
• Diabetic foot care 
• Ingrowing nails | Verruca 
• Free foot care advice 

Fully Insured local 
foot health practitioners 

 

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com 

T: 01691 757111 
 

Covering 
Oswestry & 
Surrounding 

Areas. 
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Entering the dark period 

The clocks have been put back (Spring 
forward, Fall back) so there is absolute-
ly no evening gardening. The list of No-
vember jobs is quite short but that 
masks the amount of winter pruning, 
clearing and making changes to the 
garden that needs to be done, so when 
weather allows I shall be far from idle. 
Plants needing some protection will 
come inside after the annual clearing 
and cleaning of the glasshouse. This 
includes lifting begonia tubers. Pruning 
includes shortening floribunda roses 
and any necessary pruning of shrub 
roses. It is also a good time for pruning 
currants and gooseberries. I will order 
soil conditioner fairly early in the 
month ready for spreading in Decem-
ber. Hopefully, I shall eventually get the 
vegetable plots in good no-dig condi-
tion. One of my least favourite chores 
starting now is to clear leaves from the 
grass and paths. They can go on the 
compost heap if you have enough other 
material to mix with them. 

Growing the runner beans in wigwams 
rather than a double row was definitely 
a success, both easier and more wind 
resistant. A bit late for this year, but I 
realised that wigwams make it more 
convenient to make sowings in succes-
sion, which seeing as we always have a 
glut of beans must be a good idea. 
Must remember it for next time. 

We had something approaching a 

plague of wasps in a glasshouse this 
year where the attraction was a fan 
trained apricot. However, their pres-
ence had nothing to do with the fruit 
which had long been eaten, but they 
appeared to be feeding on a mould that 
we get on the leaves (despite fungi-
cide). They didn’t actually cause any 
trouble nor damage the apricot but, 
mysteriously, they suddenly disap-
peared sometime in September. Can 
anyone throw any light on this? 

I am not entirely sure why, but we took 
it into our heads to go to the Hardy 
Plant Society AGM and Lecture Day 
which was held on the outskirts of 
Nottingham (the hotel and dinner out 
might have had something to do with 
it). The day was quite interesting but 
rather doubt I would go again. Howev-
er, we did have two very good garden 
visits. Felley Priory is largely arranged 
as a series of rooms with an abundance 
of impressive topiary. It was the most 
meticulously maintained garden I can 
remember seeing. We had previously 
failed to look at Bluebell Arboretum 
because it was flooded when we visited 
(but we did buy plants). This time we 
were successful in touring the beauti-
fully laid out space with the best nam-
ing system for the trees I have ever 
seen. 

November is possibly the least florifer-
ous month but the fact is that I shall be 

(Continued on page 39) 

Up the Garden Path with Topiarius 
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WEST FELTON CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 
Happy, once again, to provide 

• the CHRISTMAS TREE for West Felton, 

• personalised Baubles for your loved ones, 

• Proceeds go to The Movement Centre. 

Make it special for your family,  

Order your baubles now, 
be ready for the  

big Christmas Tree light up on  

 
Order form on page 29. 
You can also order and pay at 

https://www.paypal.me/WFCarnival 
Eileen Hanmer 610629 

28th November 6pm 
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name address phone 

Bauble name  -  only one name per bauble                               £2.50 per bauble  

1.  

2.  

3.  

 4. 

5.  

6.  

Sharon Arthur, 
51, Applewood Heights  

01691 610767 

Eileen Hanmer, 
Lawn House 

01691 610629 

CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 
The Carnival committee is pleased once again 

to present the village 2024 Christmas Tree. 

Christmas Tree switch-on will take place on  

Friday 28 November at 6pm 

at the entrance to Alma Close. 

As usual there will be mulled wine  
and mince pies free of charge. 

 

By popular demand we will be repeating the Personalised 
Baubles to raise cash for a local charity. 

Coloured baubles will be personalised and sold at a cost 
of £2.50p per bauble and placed upon the tree. 

 

This is an ideal opportunity for you to have the name of your child, 
a loved one, a pet etc hanging on our village tree this Christmas – a 
little personal touch! 
 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE MOVEMENT CENTRE 
To place your order of your personalised bauble(s) please 
complete the form below and return with payment to:  

You can also order and pay at 
https://www.paypal.me/WFCarnival 


