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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Shrops Councillor: Cllr David Walker  01743 256863/ M 07484 541576 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:            MINISTRY vacant                       
Church Warden:              Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden:      Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  

1 

 

  

OCTOBER  2025 Year 32 

www.westfe ltonmagazine .co .uk  

Supporting local business - Supporting the community 

 

West Felton Village Hall 
10:30 - 3pm 

In aid of  
HOPE  

HOUS E  
at West Felton 
Village Hall 

See page   

Saturday 7:30pm 
25th October  

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
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2nd Oct 10-12noon COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall 15 

6th Oct 
9am SCHOOL HARVEST SERVICE AND EXHIBITION,  
St Michael’s Church. 

 

11th Oct 
10:30am-3pm - WEST FELTON ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR,  
West Felton Village Hall.  

17 

17th Oct 7pm SCHOOL FRIENDS QUIZ NIGHT, School Hall 21 

21st Oct 
6:30pm DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING, West Felton Village 
Hall. 

13 

25th Oct 
7:30pm - QUIZ NIGHT in aid of Hope House Children’s 
Hospice. West Felton Village Hall.  Brought to you by 
DANCE HQ. 

19 

6th Nov 10-12noon COMMUNITY Coffee Morning Village Hall.  

7th Nov 7:30pm POPPY CONCERT West Felton Village Hall  

22nd Nov 
Special       CCHRISTMAS Coffee Morning Village 
Hall 

 

10th Dec 7pm VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS BINGO  

13th Dec ILLUMINATED TRACTOR RUN.  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page  

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £60 
Half page   £90 
Full page       £150 

Last day for submission of copy and  
deadline for content changes 

10th OCTOBER 2025 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number,  

so we may contact you.   

Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 
All Welcome, 
Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service 
 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

6 October 9am  
SCHOOL HARVEST 

SERVICE &  

EXHIBITION 

 
St Chad’s, Haughton  

 
Services to be announced 

 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

 

Sunday 5th October - 10.30 am Holy Communion  
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Mick GREEN  07928 479 305 
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117  
 

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863  
Mobile: 07484 541576 

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan  T: 01939 809387  
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

14 October 2025 

11 November 2025 

9 December 2025 

 

13 January 2026 

10 February 2026 

10 March 2026 

14 April 2026 

12 May 2026 

To Contact the Parish Council 
Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, 
Cllr John Thornhill 

Full-fibre broadband. There has been 
some correspondence on this issue 
with Shropshire Council and the Gov-
ernment.  A letter was received on 
this matter from the Government 
which included comments in bold to 
which I responded as underlined.  
‘We expect to know which premises 
will be covered by this contract in the 
coming weeks.’  This is urgent – who 
will be covered?  ‘However, this con-
tract was not able to cover all premis-
es in the village.’  Which properties in 
the village were not included and 
have the residents been informed 
that are not included, and if not - why 
not?  

As yet there is no further information 
on this matter but it is indicated that 
no contracts may now be agreed until 
next year.  I further added that I 
thought that as the Parishioners of 
West Felton pay the same taxes as 
others they are entitled to the same 
services.  Our local MP Helen Morgan 
has taken up this important issue.  In 
her report for the first week of Sep-
tember she reports. 

‘I met Chris Bryant this week, 6th 
Sept, the Government minister re-
sponsible for Building Digital UK 
(BDUK) to question him about the 
rollout of full-fibre broadband in 
North Shropshire. Freedom Fibre were 
contracted by BDUK to create a new 

full-fibre network available to 12,000 
North Shropshire homes. However, 
Freedom Fibre handed back their con-
tract in June, with just 3,500 proper-
ties able to access the new network. 
Frustratingly the tender for a replace-
ment provider hasn’t yet been com-
pleted. I voiced my concerns about 
this delay and called for the process 
to be speeded up as a matter of ur-
gency. Meanwhile BDUK said they are 
keen to make use of any leftover in-
frastructure so if there is any in your 
area that Freedom Fibre have left be-
hind then please let me know.’ 

Planning Application – Tedsmore Es-
tate. I referred to this application for 
the proposed use of the property for 
occasional weddings to which we 
sent a strong objection and can con-
firm this application has been with-
drawn. 

Flags and Graffiti. You will be aware 
that, like many other towns and vil-
lages, a number of Union and St 
Georges flags have been placed on 
lamp standards.  The matter was 
raised with a member of the Parish 
Council about what action could be 
taken.  I contacted The Chair of 
Shropshire Council, Shropshire Asso-
ciation of Local Councils (SALC) and 
the Police to report the flags and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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A & J CATTERY 

Open all year round  |  Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours” 
Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606  We are only 5 minutes from West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 

 

 

 

 
 

Is your grass growing 

out of control? 

Call in Lawn & Order 

• Professional Mowing & Edging 

• Reliable, friendly service 

• Monthly and Bi-weekly plans 

• Free Quotations 
Call or text Wes for more info:  

07756 143 704 
Because every lawn 

deserves justice. 
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It has been said the Burma campaign 
was “A war of mules, porters and air 
supplies – often not even jeeps.”   

John Kenyon won the Military Cross 
during his war in Burma and his Indi-
an radio assistant received the Mili-
tary Medal.  

For 24 hours the two played their 
part in directing allied guns to fire on 
strongly fortified Japanese bunkers. 
The barrage was laid just 25 metres 
ahead of allied troops. 

Col. Kenyon is proud of having been 
associated with loyal Indian troops on 
active service. He is particularly proud 
of their stand in the Arakan with its 
famous victory followed by the long 
trek to Kohima, carrying the guns 
over almost impossible terrain. 

This epitaph is engraved on the 
War Memorial to commemorate 
the men who fell in the 
Battle of Kohima: 

 

When you go home 
tell them of us and say, 

for your tomorrows 
we gave our today. 

(Continued from page 48) 

After the war, Col John Kenyon 
attended the Staff College at 
Camberley, then was posted to 
the Suez Canal Zone; Germany; 
London; and the Far East, where 
he was military adviser in Far 
East Land Forces under General 
Sir Nigel Poett. 

In 1966 he was appointed to the 
Joint War Staff as GSO1 at Head-
quarters, 1st British Corps, in Ger-
many, and appointed OBE. His 
last appointment was as defence 
attaché at the British embassy in 
Brussels. 

After retiring from the Army in 
1973 to run the family estate at 
Pradoe, he was a keen supporter 
of the Animals in War memorial 
in Park Lane, which celebrates the 
great contribution made by 
Mountain Artillery mules. 

He was chairman of Freemen of 
England for some years, 

A war hero, former county 
councillor, and a dedicated 

supporter of  
West Felton Royal British Legion, 

Colonel John Kenyon MC, OBE 
died aged 84 in 2006.  

Colonel John Kenyon 
in June 1994 
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A tribute to  
THE  

FOURTEENTH 
ARMY IN 
BURMA  

 

From press reports on  
6 June 1994 

 

On 6 June 1944, while the eyes and 
hopes of untold  millions were fo-
cussed on the Normandy beaches, a 
forgotten army of British troops and 
their allies was fighting a decisive 
battle half a world away. 
The men of the gallant Fourteenth 
Army have never been given the cred-
it they deserved for their efforts in 
the Burma campaign. 

Overshadowed by the momentous 
struggle in Europe, the jungle fighters 
first stopped the crushing Japanese 
advance on India, fighting the longest 
continual battle of the Second World 
War, and then launched the cam-
paign that was to drive the enemy 
out of Burma.  

It was a great achievement in condi-
tions quite unlike the European scene 
with its good, modern roads and roll-
ing farmland. The terrain was moun-
tainous with steep slopes and once 
the monsoon set in the conditions 
under which the troops fought were a 
nightmare of mud and rain. 

Today, 50 years on, there are still 
men and groups anxious to right the 

wrong that has left their success story 
in limbo. 

One of these men is Colonel John 
Kenyon of Pradoe, who served in the 
campaign as a young subaltern with 
the Seventh Indian Division which 
stood fast at Arakan and helped gain 
the first land victory over the Japa-
nese. 

The troops fought magnificently and 
were led by two of the best leaders 
every produced by Britain: The Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma and Lieuten-
ant-General Sir William Slim.  

By June 1944 the Fourteenth Army 
had been involved in bitter fighting 
for three months with Imphal under 
siege and a battle raging at Kohima. 
The twin battles for vital junctions on 
the map of Burma marked the turning 
point in the Far East war.  

The Japanese had made a determined 
effort to break into India but only 
gained a toehold before being pushed 
back relentlessly until they were 
forced to quit the major towns of 
Rangoon and Mandalay.  

The strategy of Gen. William Slim in 
drawing out the supply lines of the 
Japanese forces played a large part in 
the change in allied fortunes. 

As a mountain gunner, the young 
subaltern, John Kenyon, shared the 
daily slog of a regiment which carried 
its guns and other supplies over the 
hills by mule.  

(Continued on page 49) 
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graffiti issues on behalf of our parish-
ioners and seek advice about how to 
respond.  The advice was that the 
Parish Council had no jurisdiction in 
these matters.  SALC provided guid-
ance which is set out in the document 
‘Guidance - Flying flags: a plain Eng-
lish guide’.  The attachment of flags to 
what is called ‘street furniture’ may 
need permission but there is no re-
striction on flying the Union or the St 
Georges flags.  In the case of West 
Felton, any such permission should 
be sought from Shropshire Council as 
I am advised they are responsible for 
the highways and its ‘furniture’ in the 
village.  The police equally advised 
that we had no jurisdiction as any 
suggestion that these incidents were 
racially motivated is not a matter for 
the PC but for the police to investi-
gate and decide if there is any crimi-
nality involved as set out in the Race 
Relations Act 1965 and subsequent 
legislation. 

On behalf of parishioners we dis-
charged our duty as a PC to escalate 
the issues higher.  The Police reported 
that the banner/graffiti on the bridge 
had been recorded as a possible crim-
inal matter.  It was also reported to 
National Highways department and 
has been removed.   

Defibrillator.  Defibrillator training 
has been arranged for 6:30pm on 
Tuesday 21 October in the village hall. 
Everyone welcome to come along and 

join in the training - there is no need 
to book. 

Tree Protection Orders. An applica-
tion was submitted in January and we 
have now received a temporary no-
tice on the trees in Oak Farm Lane.  
We are awaiting response on the two 
other areas. As agreed at the July 
meeting, David Woodhouse, a local 
arboriculturist has carried out a tree 
safety survey and he has been in-
formed of the success with the TPO 
application.  He has replied; ‘Good 
evening, thank you for the email and 
the update regarding the TPO. I am 
pleased that most of the trees have 
been protected. I think that tree pro-
tection does make sense in this in-
stance but I am also aware that 
Shropshire Council have lost quite a 
few dedicated tree officers in the past 
few years so I would have expected 
that they would have cited lack of 
available officer time for such things.’  

Donation to West Felton Primary 
School. As previously reported the 
Council allocated a grant to the local 
primary school of £250 to help fi-
nance the initiative.  We have re-
ceived a response from Helen, 
Headteacher;  “Wow! That's fantastic 
news and very generous  we've been 
a bit thin on the ground this year so 
that will certainly make it viable!  Inci-
dentally, we had the SATS results this 
year and got 100% in Reading, the 
national average is 72% so we're real-

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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ly pleased.  I'm certain the summer 
slide contributes to this success, 
Thank you very much”  Congratula-
tions to all at the school for such posi-
tive SATS results. 

Neighbourhood Plan. You may have 
read in the Shropshire Star that West 
Felton is seeking to create a Neigh-
bourhood Plan and that the initial 
application for the designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area went before 
Shropshire Cabinet on 10 September.  
On 8th September Cllr John Thornhill 
(Chairman), Cllr Ozcan Ozagir (Vice 
Chairman), Rosemary Wood (Parish 
Clerk) met with Shropshire Council 
staff - Eddie West (Head of Planning 
Policy), Rosie Corner (Policy & Neigh-
bourhood Planning Officer).  It was a 
productive and very informative 
meeting in helping us to progress the 
creation of the Parish plan.  A Neigh-
bourhood Plan is a community-led 
document that provides a vision for 
future development in a local area, 
allowing residents to influence where 
new homes, shops, and offices are 

built, and to shape the design and 
infrastructure of these developments.  
These plans, created by local commu-
nities rather than the planning au-
thority, become part of the local plan 
and carry legal weight in deciding 
planning applications.  They are a tool 
for communities to ensure that devel-
opment meets local needs and aligns 
with local priorities.  Previously Parish 
Councils could apply for a locality 
grant of up to £10000 to support such 
development but the government has 
very recently withdrawn such funding 
and any development will now have 
to be funded locally.  This was fully 
discussed at the above meeting and a 
report provided to the Parish Council.  
It was agreed to set aside time at the 
October Council meeting to fully ex-
amine this issue with a view to estab-
lishing a group of parishioners sup-
ported by the Council to progress the 
matter.  It is a requirement that non-
council members be part of the work-
ing group so if you are interested in 
being involved them please contact 
myself or our Clerk.● 

(Continued from page 9) 

WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH 

THE CONCORD MIXED CHOIR  

presents an evening of entertainment 

4th October 7:30pm 

Tickets £12.50 inc a glass of wine 

Available from Mike 01691 670940 or  

Gill 01691 662236 
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command of Lieutenant General William Slim. 
In March 1944, the Japanese launched an attack on British bases behind the 
Indian Border in Imphal and Kohima. These battles saw some of the worst 
fighting of the Second World War. 

At the same time, a second Chindit expedition began, the second-largest air-
borne invasion of the Second World War with 20,000 British and Commonwealth 
soldiers and air support provided by the 1st Air Commando, US Army Air Force. 

At the Indian base of Kohima, 2,500 British-Indian troops defended Garrison Hill 
against 15,000 Japanese. In one area, only the width of the District Commission-
er Charles Pawsey’s tennis court separated the two sides. When relief forces 
arrived, the British defensive lines were reduced to a shell-shattered area of only 
350 square metres. 
The resolute defence by British and Indian forces, and the monsoon, defeated 
the Japanese. They had now been broken by multiple battles, and after fierce 
fighting, central Burmese cities Meiktila and Mandalay were captured in March 
1945. This was the decisive battle that effectively ended Japanese hopes of 
holding Burma. 

The route south to coastal city Rangoon was now open, and it was a race be-
tween the 14th Army and the start of the monsoon. Lieutenant General Slim re-
quested support from the Royal Navy, who redeployed from nearby areas, re-
sulting in a combined air and seaborne victory on 4 May. 

Colonel John Kenyon - Colonel John Kenyon won an immediate MC as a moun-
tain gunner in the Burma campaign during the critical battle of Kohima; some 35 
years later he waged a successful campaign to restore his county council's 
name to Shropshire instead of the government-approved Salop. 

John Frederick Kenyon was born on December 30 1921 on the Pradoe estate 
near Oswestry, Shropshire. He was educated at Marlborough, and joined the 
Royal Artillery in 1941. 

Kenyon was posted to 5 (Bombay) Indian Mountain Battery, part of 25th Indian 
Mountain Regiment in India. His unit, as part of the 7th Indian Division, was in-
volved in intense fighting in Burma from 1943 to the end of the campaign. Within 
a month of going into action, Kenyon's legs had swollen with ulcers, but a parcel 
from home containing a medication normally prescribed for pregnancy cured 
him. 
He developed a lasting affection for his mules. One night during close quarter 
fighting in the Arakan, a mule was badly wounded close to his trench. He got out 
to dispatch it, then returned to find that the trench had been destroyed by a 
shell.● 

 

(Continued from page 46) 
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Burma Campaign 
‘If mankind is lucky, it may be that 

the end of the Burma campaign was 
the last great battle in the last great 
war; and even if it wasn’t, it may still 

be worth remembering from an 

ordinary foot-soldier’s point of view.’ 
- George MacDonald Fraser, author and 

veteran of Burma. 
Burma was a part of the British Empire 
during the Second World War, so when 
Japan invaded Burma in January 1942, 
the British and Commonwealth troops 
who had been driven out of the area 
began the struggle to reclaim it. 

The fighting lasted until July 1945, and 
British Forces - made up mostly by the 
British Indian Army, Gurkhas and divi-
sions raised in Africa - experienced in-
credible hardship, stirring leadership, 
tactical innovation and inspiring brav-
ery. 

Retreat - The Japanese captured Ran-
goon, the capital of Burma, in March 
1942 and began to drive the British out 
of the country. To avoid being sur-
rounded by enemy Forces, the British 
began to retreat up the Irrawaddy and 
Sittang valleys in appalling conditions – 
including crossing difficult terrain, and 
in the worst dry and hot weather of the 
year - and against determined enemy 
forces. 

On 15 May 1942, just after the mon-
soon broke, defeated British Forces 
finally retreated all the way across the 
Indian border. It was the longest retreat 
in British history, covering a distance of 
1,000 miles – like walking from Birming-
ham to Rome. 

Stalemate - After their retreat, British 
Forces in India immediately started 
forming plans to recapture Burma, 
though the next year saw very little pro-
gress. 

In the early months of 1943, the 77th 
Indian Infantry Brigade under Brigadier 
Orde Wingate began Operation Long-
cloth, driving far behind Japanese lines 
into the heart of Burma. 
The 3,000 man brigade, nicknamed ‘the 
Chindits’, included British Army and 
Gurkha regiments and eight RAF sec-
tions and signallers. They sabotaged 
railway lines to limit the movement of 
the Japanese, and encouraged Bur-
mese resistance groups. However, they 
suffered heavy casualties. 818 men 
were killed, wounded or missing – 27 
per cent of the original force. 

Despite their limited results, the Chin-
dits had shown the Japanese were not 
invincible in the jungle. The British pub-
lic was inspired by their mission and 
their operation raised morale among 
other British troops. 

Advance to victory - ‘I have been 
kicked by this enemy in the place where 
it hurts, and all the way from Rangoon 
to India where I had to dust off my 
pants. Now, gentlemen, we are kicking 
our Japanese neighbours back to Ran-
goon.’ – Lieutenant General William 
Slim to the 11th East African Division, 
Palel Plain, 1944. 
Lieutenant General William Slim 

In late 1943, the British created the 
14th Army to take over offensive opera-
tions against the Japanese under the 

(Continued on page 47) 
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July was again a busy month - Over 30 
meetings, 500 emails and 300 teams 
messages, plus site meetings with resi-
dents. Things generally slow down in 
August each year as people take their 
holidays. No time for me to take a break 
just yet as things continue to find their 
new level. 
Shropshire Council completed the with-
drawal of the draft local plan and issued 
a new ‘call for sites’ as part of the evi-
dence gathering process, in preparation 
for restarting the local plan review pro-
cess next year. We have also launched 
the 10-week consultation on the Local 
Natural Recovery Strategy (LNRS) at 
the Burwarton and Minsterley shows. 
The ‘call for sites’ and the LNRS con-
sultation run up to October. The ‘call 
for sites’ is for anybody who owns or 
has an interest in land to put their site 
forward for consideration to be included 
in the local plan allocation. The LNRS 
by contrast is for anybody who has an 
interest in owning, managing, working 
or using land and our green spaces, to 
comment on the strategy. The strategy 
aims to make the most of those spaces 
and to assist in nature recovery in those 
areas. The consultation includes a map 
of the whole county of identified sites. 
In other news Children’s Services at 
Shropshire Council has been judged as 
Outstanding by Ofsted inspectors. This 
is massive testament to the hard work 
and dedication of everybody involved in 
the service and they can justifiable be 
very proud of their achievement. As an 
administration we now need to replicate 
that across the rest of the organisation. 
Casework has been around planning and 
enforcement, but also highways mainte-

nance, boundary issues, rights of way, 
trees, utility services, footpath repairs, 
road signs, bus stops and service deliv-
ery.  
On Highways maintenance I talked with 
Park Hall Countryside Experience, resi-
dents and with Keir about the works on 
North Drive. I also met Multevo on site 
to discuss their road closures on Elles-
mere Road. I have had plenty of feed 
back on both sets of roadworks and I 
will be working to make sure those 
problems aren’t repeated. 
408 emails 134 Teams messages and 15 
meetings over the balance of August 
and early September showed the drop 
off while people were away. 
As we moved into the 2nd week of Au-
gust, I was talking to Tedsmore resi-
dents and officers about Tedsmore Hall 
planning applications, culminating in a 
meeting with residents about their fu-
ture options. Residents had significant 
concerns about the plans, which had 
grown significantly over the previous 
weekend. The applicant withdrew the 
application soon after with the case of-
ficer siting concerns that couldn’t be 
resolved by a few tweaks. Undoubtably 
a good outcome for residents. I had a 
meeting with the Chief financial officer 
and another portfolio holder about how 
to use CIL to earn more money for 
Shropshire Council.  
I had a successful meeting with the 
Head of Property at Shropshire Council 
which has giving me a better under-
standing around issues in the property 
portfolio. A joint meeting between de-
partments around the portfolio will be 
happening later in September to see 

(Continued on page 13) 

Shropshire Council Report:  
Aug/Sept 2025 
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ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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ships, 6 hospital ships, 2 distilling ships, 
2 water carriers, 13 oil tankers and sev-
eral other ships under the auspices of 
the RFA. 

Although Admiral Fisher and his team 
were on hand, the plan was that the 
whole of Operation Iceberg to conquer 
Okinawa and Japan was carried out by 
the US who would be responsible for 
prisoners of war in Japan and Korea. 
The British authorities would be re-
sponsible for their own nationals in 
Shanghai, North China, and Formosa, 
(Taiwan) and for all nations in Hong 
Kong.  

On 30th August 1945 a communication, 
marked SECRET URGENT, addressed to 
Lt Cmdr. WF Waddington RNR, sets the 
scene in Hong Kong for Admiral Fisher 
and WFW when they arrived on Sep-
tember 9th on HMS ‘Montclare’ for the 
re-occupation and the many problems 
which ensued. 

The colony was in dire straights with 
the inhabitants, Japanese soldiers and 
released prisoners of war all desperate-
ly short of food. The BPF organised sup-
plies of coal, rice and food convoys 
from Burma, India, Thailand and Aus-
tralia, saving the colony from certain 
starvation. 

Perhaps it was at this time, when hun-
gry Hong Kongers were happy to sell 
anything for food, that WFW ‘acquired’ 
the spoils of war, presumably either 
‘liberated’ or bought very, very cheap-
ly. As a child I remember playing with a 
large traditional umbrella made of 
bamboo ribs and oiled fabric and in our 
house were three carved camphor-

wood chests, the largest of which 
adorns our lounge to this day.  

There were still approximately 8,000 
civilian internees in China, and the Ad-
miralty instructed Admiral Fisher that 
civilian internees would receive equal 
treatment as prisoners of war and ar-
rangements were made for return 
transportation to UK and elsewhere in 
Asia. 

As WFW was serving under Admiral 
Fisher on his flagship, he was very in-
volved with evacuation of RAPWI 
(Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War & 
Internees), the huge task of rescuing, 
feeding and repatriating POWs and in-
ternees, many of whom were very sick, 
back to their country of origin.  

The fact that my father was serving on 
the   Admiral`s flagship ‘Montclare’ dur-
ing the attack on Okinawa, the re-
occupation of Hong Kong and the re-
covery of POWs and Internees meant 
he  played a vital part in ending the war 
in the Far East. 

After he left the service, WFW received 
a glowing reference from Admiral Fish-
er, which enabled my father to get the 
plumb job of Port Officer in Zanzibar, 
perhaps the most important port on 
the East African coast, involving traffic 
round Africa, across the Indian Ocean 
to India and the Far East. 

HMS ‘Montclare’ finally left Hong Kong 
on 3 January 1946, her crew having 
played an important part in getting the 
colony back on its feet again. She and 
WFW arrived back in Portsmouth on 21 
February 1946.● 
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Victory over 
Japan Day  

Yoland Brown, August 2025 
 

Some people might perhaps be interest-
ed in the following bit of my family his-
tory. 
6th August 1945 Atom bomb dropped 
on Hiroshima; 9th August Atom bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki 15th August: Em-
peror Hirohito of Japan announced the 
surrender of Japan. The documents 
were formally signed on 2nd Sept 1945, 
ending the Second World War. 

My father,  
WILLIAM FREDERICK WADDINGTON, 

by Yoland. 
On 1st February 1945 the Navy List an-
nounced WFW of the RFA (Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary) was now Lieut. Commander, 
Acting, Temporary, on HMS ‘Montclare’ 
which sailed in convoy, through the 
Suez Canal, arriving in Sydney, Austral-
ia on 20th April. 
It would appear that he had been pro-
moted to be a Lieutenant Commander 
in the Royal Navy and joined the office 
of the Lord High Admiral Douglas Fisher 
as Assistant Fuelling Officer of the 
British Pacific Fleet (BPF), ‘for the dura-
tion’, as they said.  This must have been 
a hugely responsible job for WFW, the 
whole plan to invade the Japanese Is-
land of Okinawa would depend on ships 
having fuel. 

Although the BPF was based at HMS 
‘Golden Hind’ shore base in Sydney, 
Australia, there must have been much 

toing and froing between there and 
Manus Atoll, recently reclaimed from 
the Japanese and described by British 
seamen as “Scapa Flow with bloody 
palm trees”!  

The only story my father ever told me 
about his wartime experiences was 
when he was in an aeroplane which 
crashed into the sea and some clown 
pulled the string to inflate the rubber 
dinghy while it was still inside the 
plane.  

In March 1945, while supporting the 
invasion of Okinawa Island, BPF combat 
division had sole responsibility for su-
pressing Japanese gunfire and kamikaze 
attacks on British and American ship-
ping. Rear Admiral DB Fisher took HMS 
‘Montclare’ as his flagship for the Pa-
cific Fleet Train (Task Force 112) with 
the British Pacific Fleet until the end of 
hostilities. She sailed to Manus in the 
Admiralty Islands to support the de-
stroyers of Task Force 57 on Operation 
Iceberg – the conquest of Okinawa. 

The British Pacific Fleet was the most 
powerful conventional fleet ever as-
sembled by the Royal Navy. It consisted 
of 17 aircraft carriers with 300 aircraft, 
4 battleships, ten cruisers, 40 destroy-
ers, 18 sloops, 13 frigates, 31 subma-
rines, 35 minesweepers plus other 
fighting ships.  We shall never see the 
like again. 

To keep these ships supplied with eve-
rything from flour and vegetables to 
heavy oil and aviation fuel, the Fleet 
Train included 3 submarine depot ships, 
two accommodation ships, 9 repair 
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what leverage we can get out of the as-
sets to deliver more affordable housing, 
economic or other development. The 
objective being to maximise the value 
of the portfolio and deliver the priorities 
of the administration.  
I attended a site visit at Shrewsbury 
Flaxmill for a meeting with Historic 
England to discuss their future plans for 
the site. The transformation was incredi-
ble from when I was mapping the site 
20 years ago. I can recommend going 
on the tour, particularly the tower tour. 
September started as August finished 
with some strategic visits to potential 
developers interested in putting sites 
forward for the new local plan, in vari-
ous parts of the county. Various other 
briefings with officers around the 
emerging Supplementary Planning Doc-
uments that will be considered by Cabi-
net this week. However, a big chunk of 
my time in September has already been 
around the year-end financial projec-
tions contained in the period 4 report to 
Cabinet. In the first 3 months we had 
seen some positive improvement in the 
General Reserves. The 4th month had 
seen a dramatic and alarming shift. As 
previously reported Shropshire Coun-
cil’s reserves were far too low, leaving 
the council vulnerable to external 
events. Reserves were around £600k 
instead of £15-20million. However, the 
period 4 report now shows a year end 
projection of minus 890k, which is ille-
gal. Should that negative position con-
tinue then the Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) will have to effectively declare 
the council bankrupt and call in Govern-
ment Commissioners to run the council. 
The CFO is the only person who can 
make that decision. Officers and mem-
bers across the council want to avoid 
that at all costs. Cabinet are being asked 
to declare a ‘financial emergency’ by 

the CFO. In practice this means a ban 
on all but essential spending for the re-
mainder of the financial year. The CFO 
believes there is time to recover the sit-
uation before he has to make that deci-
sion. This is a particularly grim news. 
Commissioners will impose massive 
cuts and big rises in charges and council 
tax. 
Why is Shropshire Council in this 
mess? For the previous 4 financial years 
savings have not been delivered. This 
financial year, the budget agreed by the 
last administration needed to make 
£60million worth of savings. That num-
ber included £25million worth of sav-
ings in previous year’s budget which 
weren’t made. Many savings have been 
unrealistic and undeliverable, but did 
balance the budget. In March the coun-
cil took out a loan to help balance the 
budget. In August Shropshire Council 
had a corporate peer review which has 
pointed out the failures of the previous 
4 financial years and issues extending 
further back. That report will be pub-
lished soon, and it isn’t a pretty read. 
The review recommended that the coun-
cil urgently appoint an external, inde-
pendently chaired, improvement board 
to help turn the council around.  
The Veolia contract is ripping off 
Shropshire residents. The contract runs 
until 2039 – the cost to buy out the con-
tract is £140million at present. The con-
tract is costing the council 10x more 
than any other similar contract in the 
country. Veolia gets an automatic uplift 
of inflation + 2.5% every year. If they 
put in a planning application Shropshire 
Council have even had to pay their 
planning fees. This year alone the con-
tract will be going up from £43million 
to £44million. It is safe to say that there 
have been far too many unforced errors 
in the budget. For example, the Green 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

 Bin charge. The charge was budgeted 
for a 70% uptake. The research survey 
predicted 56% uptake with the charge. 
With the charge in place the actual up-
take is 55%.   Using an optimistic budg-
et figure that was unjustified and not 
evidenced has left a £600k hole in the 
budget. Just appalling way to run any 
budget. But this cavalier budgeting has 
been going on for quite a few years. 
Cuts that have taken place have even 
hurt the councils own ability to generate 
revenue.  
In other news there are 240 estates 
across the county waiting to get their 
roads adopted. I have a number in the 
this division that I have been discussing 
with residents. This backlog has been 
building for 10 years! With the new 
mandatory housing targets virtually 
doubling the housing requirement 
across the county, this problem will 

only increase at a faster rate. I am work-
ing with officers on a “bold” plan which 
promises to get on top of the problem 
very quickly. That would benefit around 
3,000 residents in Shropshire. Hopefully 
this works but I will report back on this 
as things develop further. 
Yesterday Cabinet voted to approve 
West Felton PC’s request to have a 
Neighbourhood Plan Area. The Cabinet 
also voted to declare a financial emer-
gency and to stop all non-essential 
spending. 
Hopefully, next month I can report 

something more positive in a number of 

areas. 

Cllr David Walker 

Shropshire Council:  

Whittington Division 

E: cllrdavid.walker@shropshire.gov.uk  

  T: 01743 256863   

(Continued from page 13) 
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Tickets  £15 / under 18s FREE 
Online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir 

Or Siop Cwlwm, Bailey Street, Oswestry, 
and on the door. 

www.cantiones.org.uk 
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P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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From Ian and the Village Hall Committee  

Here is an update from the Village Hall Committee to remind us all of upcoming 
events:  

1. Saturday 11th of October from 10.30am is the Arts and Craft fair. We have 27 
tables booked, covering a range of goods and produce. Free entry, so do come 
along.  

2. Saturday 25th of October we have a Quiz Night in support of Hope House 
Children's Hospice in Oswestry. It's £5.00 entry. All proceeds are going to 
Hope House. The committee has kindly donated the use of the hall to this 
great cause, so as to maximise the proceeds. Make up a team and come along 
with your drinks and nibbles. 7.30pm start. Please contact Ian on 01691 
610224 or 07740 485925 so we have an idea of numbers attending. 

3. Friday 7th November is the Poppy Concert, starts at 7.30pm. This is always a 
hall filler. 

4. Saturday 22nd November is the St Michaels Church Christmas Coffee Morn-
ing which includes sales tables. 

5. Wednesday 10th December - Christmas bingo. 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. This 
is always a very popular event. £2.00 admission (free for u16's) with prizes 
galore.  

Other news: Wednesday evenings are now available for the main hall to be 
hired, so if you are a group looking for hall space please contact Eileen on 01691 
610629.  

We are pleased to announce that West Felton resident Oz Ozagir has joined our 
hall committee. It is so good to have another pair of hands to help run our village 
asset - Welcome to Oz. 

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING  
Improve your confidence about taking action to 

save lives should the need arise. 
 

Come along to a short training session provided by  
West Midlands Ambulance Service. 

 

Tuesday 21 October 2025, 6:30pm,  
West Felton Village Hall 

 

No booking required but any enquiries to   westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
 

Training is free, 
but donations to West Midlands Ambulance Service welcome. 
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A busy start to August even though it’s our holiday month. We were pleased 
to support Oswestry Show on Saturday 2nd with our contributions to various 
categories in the WI ‘hut’. Several members baked tempting ginger cakes and 
indeed Secretary Sam triumphed with a win. Success too in the Bread catego-
ry with a first and third for Gillian and June respectively. Tote bags were craft-
ed and photos taken but no luck there.  

In the group classes, for the table top display category with its theme of 
Myths and Legends we chose to portray the goddess Aphrodite (or Venus in 
Roman mythology). Whilst not ultimately placed, plenty of talent was to the 
fore with an impressive portrait of this figure so associated with beauty and 
love skilfully painted by Yvonne; tempting truffles from June which the judges 
described as rich and delicious; a handcrafted hand-held mirror encircled 
with myrtle from Gillian and Sue E. It was all displayed on a felted back-
ground representing the sand and sea with decoupaged scallop shells and 
hearts. As regards the ‘trio of preserves’ WFWI gained second place so a very 
well done to Jo L, June and Gillian. 

We prepare for our own show during September’s meeting so are attempting 
to grow the longest runner beans we can, nurture our favourite houseplant 
and produce divine chocolate cakes for just a few of the many categories 
open to members. We also look forward to a return visit from Annie Moody 
who on Thursday 11th will tell us all about the history of Queen Mary’s Doll’s 
House. 

Do join us for friendship and fun (and cake!). Visitors £5. Meetings begin at 
7pm on the second Thursday of each month in the village hall.● 

West Felton 
Women’s Institute 

Another useful Damson idea 
DAMSON JUICE - better than any orange from the shops. 
Put a few handfuls of damsons in a big saucepan 
with some water and some sugar. 
Boil them up and then taste- add more water or more 
sugar and boil up again. 
Strain and enjoy for breakfast.  
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greeting 

cards, and craft 

items. 

 

COMMUNTY COFFEE 
MORNING  

 

Come and meet the neighbours. 
 
 

 
Thursday, 
2nd October 
 

10-12noon 

in the village hall. 
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra. 

At recent Community Coffee Mornings we have been lucky 
enough to find on our tables past copies of WEST FELTON 
VILLAGE MAGAZINE, thanks to Mike Bosson and the kind 
person who gave them to Mike.  

These early issues of the magazine were treasured down the 
years and now they are surfacing again, to the delight of 
many. 

I would be grateful to have sight of all copies available, to 
scan and re-publish items of interest these days. 

So, please, if you took a magazine home in the last couple of 
months, could you please take it back to the next Communi-
ty Coffee Morning. I will return them all to Mike who will dis-
tribute them again in due course. 

Colleen (Ed) 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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And so to autumn ... 

I think I can safely say that this year we 
were completely free of whitefly in the 
glasshouse and so the French marigolds 
did their job (or there were no white-
flies in the vicinity). We will extend the 
experiment to Mexican (African) mari-
golds next year which are supposed to 
deter/kill all manner of things.  

The feeling in September of the begin-
ning of a new gardening year leads to 
placing the annual seed order. We were 
not happy with a couple of alternative 
varieties bought last October because 
our usual ones were no longer availa-
ble, so this year will search alternative 
suppliers in the hope of getting what 
we want. We will also continue our 
campaign to reduce the amount of bed-
ding in favour of more perennials. With 
a lull in the treadmill of breeding, feed-
ing and weeding, doing the seed order 
is one of life’s little pleasures. 

There is still some harvesting in Octo-
ber, including apples and squash, and 
tunnels can be removed from carrots 
and leeks. We harvested potatoes earli-
er in September this year hoping to 
reduce slug damage. The glasshouses 
will be cleaned and tender plants 
brought in to over winter. Outside, the 
winter pruning will be underway as well 
as any projects to make changes in the 
garden. High on my list is to severely 
cut back overgrown shrubs and to 
make some developments in hard land-
scaping. But then, I make the same vow 

to cut back shrubs every year and never 
manage to do as much as I should. 

Those who dig their vegetable plots will 
probably do it this month, whereas 
those who go for no-dig will be saving 
their energy. I am a bit in between in 
that I dig the rest of the plot the pota-
toes were in, partly for it to be all the 
same and partly because I have not yet 
achieved the soil consistency I would 
like from application of compost. One 
of the benefits of no-dig is said to be 
boost it gives to the earthworm popula-
tion. My own experience is that this 
seems to be the case and it makes no-
dig very satisfying. Also, when you con-
sider the amount of effort it must take 
a common earthworm to make a bur-
row it seems rather unfair to destroy it. 
I must keep applying organic matter. 

I recently came across a Chinese prov-
erb “All gardeners know better than 
other gardeners”, or in other words we 
all think we know best. In the case of 
gardening, it is such an inexact science 
that there is never going to be simply 
one way and one time of doing a job. 
There is inevitably scope for umpteen 
opinions on how something should be 
done, and plenty of opportunities to 
say the experts are wrong. Neverthe-
less, we will never stop learning about 
gardening and there is a great deal of 
knowledge, and pleasure, to be ob-
tained from books. Drop hints now for 
Christmas presents.● 

with Topiarius 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 
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http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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The Corbet School currently has vacancy for a Trustee. 
We would be interested in hearing from anyone who would like to make a 
voluntary contribution by joining the Trustee Body.  

We would be particularly  pleased to hear from someone who lives locally 
with a background in business and an interest in educational issues. 

The Corbet School has an excellent reputation and is consistently one of 
the best performing secondary schools in Shropshire. The Trustees work 
closely with the Head teacher and her management team to help improve 
school performance. 

Informal enquiries can be made via the Clerk to the Trustees,  

Ms Judith Leach ClerktoTrustee@corbetschool.net  01939 260296 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 

01691 830315 
info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters 
stove mix offcuts £160.00 

ONE STEP AHEAD 
Joanne and Chelsea 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 
 

For treatment of: 
• Overgrown nails | Corns 
• Diabetic foot care 
• Ingrowing nails | Verruca 
• Free foot care advice 

Fully Insured local 
foot health practitioners 

 

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com 

T: 01691 757111 
 

Covering 
Oswestry & 
Surrounding 

Areas. 
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Dance HQ is proud to support Hope House 
Teams of 4-6 or come along 

and form a team on the night. 
Donations of raffle prices very welcome on the night 
Bring your own drinks (alcohol allowed) and nibbles 

£5.00 per person entry (cash only) 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO HOPE HOUSE 

Saturday 25th October 7.30pm  
West Felton Village Hall SY11 4EH 

f u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  

Enquiries to 
Ian on  

07740485925 
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Friends of 
West Felton 
CE Primary 

School Update 

It’s been a brilliant start for our Friends 
of West Felton . Although we have only 
been up and running for six months, 
we’ve already raised an amazing 
£3,483.81 for West Felton School - 
thank you  to the fantastic support of 
our school, families, and wider commu-
nity. 

Over the past few months we have held 
a range of fun and successful events: 
Together these raised: 
*Easter Raffle: £292.40 
*Soak the Teacher (Sports Day): £58.90 
*Frozen Fridays: £70.51 
*Summer Raffle: £1,948 (the biggest 
amount the school has ever made from 
a raffle).  

 A special thank you also goes to Kath-
leen, Scarlett, and Flo, who took on a 
bike ride challenge from West Felton to 
the Quarry in Shrewsbury. Their efforts 
raised an incredible £649 for the school 
- what an achievement! 

We are delighted to share that, from 
the funds raised so far, The Friends of 
West Felton were  able to provide free 
ice pops at Sports Day. We are also giv-
ing £100 to each classroom (a total of 
£600). This will allow teachers to pur-
chase additional resources to support 
learning and enrich the children’s 
school experience - something we are 
really proud to be able to do so soon. 

Alongside this, we have  supported our 
pupils more directly: providing Year 6 
leavers gift bags to send them off with 
happy memories, and preparing wel-
come bags for our new Acorn starters 
as they begin their school journey. 

None of this would have been possible 
without the wonderful support of par-
ents, staff, local businesses, and the 
community who have joined in, donat-
ed, and encouraged us along the way. 
We are truly grateful. 

And we’re not stopping here! Our next 
event is a Quiz Night on Thursday 17th 
October - a fun evening for all, raising 
money for West Felton School.  Get 
your team ready, and put your 
Knowledge to the test! 

Together we’ve shown what can be 
achieved in such a short time. As our motto 
says, we are “Rooted in Community, Grow-
ing with Purpose” - and we can’t wait to see 
what we will grow together next. 
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WHAT'S YOURS IS MINE, AND WHAT'S MINE IS ME OWN 
West Felton Rector, Alan Brannigan, September 1994 

It's reassuring to note that, in an age when all old records must be de-
posited with the County Archivist, that in the tower of St. Michael's 
Church there remains the oldest record of land ownership in the par-
ish. It is on a large painted board, precisely dated at July 23rd, 1718, 
and records not only who owned or tenanted land, but what were the 
tithes paid by farmers and landowners to the church. 

It uses the old Township names, i.e. Felton Township, Twyford Town-
ship, Sandford Township, Tedsmere Township, Yardeston Township, 
and fields are named which it would now be difficult to identify. 

Similarly, hardly any of the names mentioned can still be found here, 
although in their time they were men of substance. Nathanial Thomas, 
William Rogers, Richard Jones, Edward Lloyd, Robert Lathrop, Thomas 
Bentley, Joseph Withers; you wonder who they all were, and what hap-
pened to them. 

Where, I wonder, was Hungerhill Field, or Lowries Yard or Broad Mead-
ow Field or Tedsmere Lane? 

But amongst all the other things about which we may speculate, one 
thing continues to fascinate me. The land holdings are not measured in 
ways which we would understand, that is, acres and the like, but in 
what is called "Oswestry Old Measure". What would be the modern 
equivalent of "six strikes seedness" or "six hoops seedness"? Was 
there a change like the more recent decimalisation or metrication, and 
when did it happen? Did the farmers of the eighteenth century lament 
the passing of Oswestry Old Measure as a big con trick, as many com-
monly saw decimalisation, and how long did they go on thinking in the 
old ways, as many of us still think of pounds, shillings and pence? The 
fact that none of this is going to shake the foundations of society 
doesn't make it any the less intriguing. 

The small pieces of a jigsaw are just as important as the large. ● 

From WEST FELTON VILLAGE MAGAZINE 

September 1994 
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Friends of West Felton 
School present: 

• £10 a team 

• Maximum of 5 
per team 

• Tea and cof-
fee available.  

• Bring your own 
alcohol and 
snacks 

• Raffle 

Where? 
at The Glade, West Felton 
School (the school new hall). 
 
Friday 17th October 
Doors open 7pm 
Prompt start: 
7:30  

  

mailto:friendsofwestfeltonschool@outlook.com
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SPECIALIST FOOT CARE 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 Nail trimming  * Corn removal  

 Diabetic Foot Check 

 Warm Wax Therapy 

 Cracked Heel Treatment  

 Ingrowing Toe Nails  

E: amypate92@yahoo.co.uk   07943 869164 

Amy Pate - Foot Health practitioner/chiropodist 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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future. The former however has led 
to the institution of Safeguarding 
and Disclosure and Baring service 
certificates. For ordinary mortals like 
PCC members, these can be done 
online, but for clergy a whole day at 
the Diocese is required together 
with the writing of essays reflecting 
on what they have learnt. All this 
training has triggered a defensive 
attitude to approaching people 
alone. Dropping in on a parishioner 
for a chat or a cup of tea is now 
viewed as a dangerous activity, lay-
ing oneself open to accusations of 
misconduct. Numbers are now seen 
as safe – visiting the local coffee 
morning or parish fête is less liable 
to cause problems. 

Once again our parish is saddled 
with an Interregnum. We are greatly 
indebted to all the retired clergy 
who come and take services for us. It 
is amazing what the retired clergy 
will do and we are grateful to those 
like Robin Martin who are getting on 
in  years and still keep helping us 
out. We are not alone as a parish in 
having no priest. Over 25% of parish-
es in the Lichfield Diocese are with-
out clergy: in the Oswestry Deanery 
it is 43%.  The Bishop cheerfully re-
minded us that West Felton is third 
in line to be filled after the Trefonen 
group of parishes and the Kinnerley 
group. Trefonen has advertised 
twice and had no applicants. Clergy 

can pick and choose. Recent data 
show that ordinands have fallen to 
370/year whilst last year 531 clergy 
retired. The Archdeacon of Salop has 
15 clergy posts to fill and he is more 
concerned about lack of clergy than 
shortage of money. Parishes should 
not be in a rush to appoint anyone 
who appears unsuitable. A former 
Dean of Ely has warned parishes in 
an interregnum against appointing a 
person in desperation since 
“disastrous results can follow”.  

At a recent Deanery synod meeting, 
the possibility of asking the Diocese 
for help in making a parish or Bene-
fice attractive was raised. Many par-
ish profiles have great similarities 
and are not particularly enticing. In-
viting clergy to come and have a look 
and asking them to suggest what 
might make the job appealing was 
suggested,  Assuming anyone ap-
plied, an interesting dialogue might 
ensue. It may well be the case that 
financial terms come into play At 
present incumbents get no pay-
ments for taking weddings and fu-
nerals which hardly encourages en-
thusiasm for undertaking these 
tasks. Time for change? 

Inevitably we are going to have a 
long interregnum and may well end 
up being incorporated into a Minster 
model. In the meantime we are 
grateful to our retired clergy for 
helping us out.● 

(Continued from page 29) 
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From the Carnival 
Committee 

You can see from the 
above figures, without 
the generosity of our 
amazing sponsors, and 
the generous donations from individuals and groups from within 
the community, the Carnival wouldn’t be able to go ahead, espe-
cially in a climate of spiralling costs.   

We wish to thank everyone for their support and we’re glad to 
report that we are able to provide the Christmas Tree 

for the village again this year! 

Carnival Budget Overview Income Costs Balance 

 Carnival Items  £      7,279.92 -£     1,396.73  £      5,883.19 

 Entertainment & Prizes  -£     2,107.67 -£     2,107.67 

 Operational Costs  -£     3,287.93 -£     3,287.93 

   £      7,279.92 -£     6,792.33  £          487.59 

Carnival Items Income Costs Balance 

 Gate  £      1,374.35   £      1,374.35 

 Bar  £      2,147.97  £      1,396.73  £          751.24 

 Bric Brac  £          152.95   £          152.95 

 Bottle Tombola  £          281.50   £          281.50 

 Tombola  £          246.90   £          246.90 

 Grand Draw  £      1,219.15   £      1,219.15 

 Number Board  £          118.60   £          118.60 

 Auction  £          150.00   £          150.00 

 Concessions  £          230.00   £          230.00 

 Stalls  £          125.00   £          125.00 

 Sponsorship/Donations  £      1,025.00   £      1,025.00 

Other Costs    

 Entertainment  £          208.50  £      1,765.00 -£     1,556.50 

 Prizes   £          342.67 -£         342.67 

 Operational Costs   £      3,287.93 -£     3,287.93 

Totals  £      7,279.92  £      6,792.33  £          487.59 

2025 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 
 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    
 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

West Felton 
Walking Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays 
at the Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday 
of the month when departure 
is 9:30 to allow time to travel 
to our chosen destination for 

the away day walk. 
 

New members always 
welcome. 

 

Walk leaders:- 
Mike Bossen      01691 610623 
Hilary Iles    01691 610707 
John & Eileen Hanmer 

01691 610629 
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Changes ... 

Michael Davie 

This month’s article is something of 
a milestone. It is 10 years since I 
started writing these articles for the 
magazine in September 2015. That 
only 115 articles have appeared is 
accounted for by a missing article in 
March 2016 and the magazine not 
appearing during some months of 
the Covid Lockdown. The number 
has been bolstered by two eulogies, 
one for Ken Gull, erstwhile church-
warden, and one for Barbara Brew-
ster who used to live at 45 Woolston 
Road. 

The first article included a tribute to 
Rev Tony Sparham who had recently 
retired from being our House for 
duty priest. The item recorded the 
esteem in which he was held, his 
knowledge of  theology and his will-
ingness to visit and engage with the 
wider community. Little did I think 
that 10 years thence I would once 
again be taking up my pen to record 
that in that time, we should have 
seen two rectors and one curate de-
part and we are now in an interreg-
num (Vacancy) of 12 months. With 
hindsight, I should not have been 
surprised. Clergy rarely stay in post 
longer than 5-6 years these days and 
vacancies of over a year are com-
mon. 

The older clergy opine that an aver-
age of 5 years in a post is too short a 

time to settle down and serve the 
community and the church. And not 
only do clergy not stay long in a post, 
but the qualities that Tony Sparham 
exhibited of a good theological 
knowledge and pastoral care are 
sadly lacking. Both in the National 
and Church press articles have ap-
peared remarking upon the decline 
in the standard of people being or-
dained. The difficulty of finding any-
body of the stature of William Tem-
ple or Michael Ramsay to fill the post 
of Archbishop of Canterbury has 
been the subject of comment and 
the intellectual calibre, or lack of it, 
in the candidates has been cause for 
lament.  

Theology and pastoral care were 
embedded in the education of 
priests in training at Theological col-
lege. Nowadays many clergy are or-
dained after following a less rigorous 
course. Yet theology can be learnt 
on the job. Stretton Reeves, a Bishop 
of Lichfield in the mid 20th century, 
was noted for ringing up his clergy 
and asking what they were doing. If 
not studying the Bible in the morn-
ing or not visiting in the afternoon, 
they were guilty of idling. Whilst Bi-
ble study can still be undertaken, 
visiting and pastoral care have be-
come a problem.  

Misbehaviour and eccentric conduct 
by the clergy merits an article in the 

(Continued on page 31) 


