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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Shrops Councillor: Cllr David Walker  01743 256863/ M 07484 541576 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:            MINISTRY vacant                       
Church Warden:              Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden:      Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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5th March 10am COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall 

7th March 12-2pm LENT LUNCH, West Felton Village Hall  

14th March 
10:30-2:30pm SPRING FAIR -  Village hall. Free entry, 
refreshments available. 

 

25th March 7pm FAMILY EASTER BINGO Village Hall  

12th July CARNIVAL DAY.  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page  19 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Knockin & Kinnerley Cricket Club - see page 25 
Saturday 21st March - KKCC annual quiz night at Kinnerley VH 
Saturday 13th June - KKCC Sponsors & VP Luncheon, followed by a 
reunion for ex-members. 

Monday to Friday 10th-14th August - Junior Summer Camp. 
Sunday 30th August – ‘Knockin-around’, our annual 
fun day, with cricket, hot food, live music, stalls and 
games. 

For all the very latest KKCC news, events and 
fixtures please visit our website www.kkcc.co.uk or 

follow us on social media – you can find our numerous 
channels by going to 

linktr.ee/KnockinandKinnerleyCC. 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood,  
Salop Road, 
Oswestry,  
SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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Disclaimer 
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s 
products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. 
 

The information, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published 
in Round and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee. 

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page  £65 
Half  page       £95 
Full page      £155 

Last day for submission of copy and  
deadline for content changes 

10th MARCH 2026 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

 

We are doing the delivery service again  

for those who are shielding at home.  
 

 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• WhatsApp your order on our business 

number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible, 

please leave your name and telephone number,  

so we may contact you. Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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St Michael’s, West Felton 
9:30am every Sunday  
unless otherwise stated, 

Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

Sunday 1 March –  Morning Service 
Sunday 15 March –  Mothers’ Day Service 
Sunday 5 April –  Easter Sunday Service with Communion 
Sunday 3 May –  Morning Service 
Sunday 7 June –  Morning Service 
 

All welcome! 
 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 

Services to be announced 
 

Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Mick GREEN  07928 479 305 
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117  
 

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863  
Mobile: 07484 541576 

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan  T: 01939 809387  
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
10 March 2026  |  14 April 2026  |  12 May 2026 

To Contact the Parish Council: 
 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 17th January 
Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, Cllr John Thornhill  

The Parish Council was pleased to 
see so many members of the parish 
attend the presentation on the role 
and purpose of a Neighbourhood 
Plan in the development of the Par-
ish.  As Chair of the Council I present-
ed a visual explanation setting out 
how such a plan could help West Fel-
ton remain a rural village.  
The legal basis for planning develop-
ment is the Statutory Development 
Plan which every local planning au-
thority in England should have.  Our 
Neighbourhood Plan would be part 
of this plan thus protecting the 
‘designated area’ of the village and 
would be the major document that 
outlines plans for development and 
puts the power directly into the 
hands of the parishioners to: 
 create planning policies that shape 

the development and growth of 
our village to ensure it reflects our 
priorities, needs and character;   

 ensure any housing development 
genuinely meets local needs outlin-
ing what those new buildings 
should look like; 

 only grant planning permission for 
new buildings that meet the re-
quirements of the parish plan and 
the Statutory Development Plan; 

 choose where we might want to 
build new homes, shops and offic-
es;  

 protect local green spaces and the 
conservation area; 

 identify what infrastructure should 
be provided to support members 
of the parish with relevant ameni-
ties such as surgeries, chemists, 
shops, libraries, transport.   

Another plus would be that our 
share of the Community Infrastruc-
ture Levy (CIL) would increase from 
15% to 25%.  This is a charge local 
authorities in England and Wales 
place on new developments to fund 
any expansion of the local infrastruc-
ture.  
It is now for a group known as the 
Qualifying Body to begin the process 
of creating this plan and it would 
have the duty to: 
 keep everyone in the parish fully 

informed of what is being pro-
posed; 

 ensure everyone has the oppor-
tunity to make their views known 
throughout the process and be 
actively involved in shaping the 
emerging neighbourhood plan; 

 be made aware of how their views 
have informed the draft neighbour-
hood plan.   

There are a number of steps in the 
process which include; 
Designation & Setup in which an 
application is made to the Local Plan-

(Continued on page 8) 
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ning Authority (Shropshire Council) to 
designate the neighbourhood area 
covered by the plan.  I am pleased to 
report that the Parish Council has 
completed this stage and that the 
area was agreed 18th Sept 2025 and 
published with documents and a 
map. 
Evidence Gathering & Drafting will 
include community engagement re-
search through surveys and meetings 
with members of the parish; 
Pre-Submission Consultation which 
is a mandatory consultation with pa-
rishioners on the proposed draft 
plan;  
Submission & Examination:          
Submitting to the LPA (local planning 
authority, ie Shrops Council) and un-
dergoing independent review; 
A Parish Referendum in which mem-
bers of the parish are asked to ap-
prove the plan. 
Whilst there are costs involved the 
Parish Council has agreed to focus on 
the housing aspect of our plan initial-
ly, so an indicative figure of £5800 for 
engagement and consultation has 
already been agreed.  The Local Plan-

ning Authority (Shropshire Council) 
has a duty to support the process, 
providing advice, sharing evidence, 
and paying for the independent ex-
amination and the public referen-
dum.  
I was pleased to see so many mem-
bers of the parish in attendance as 
the Qualifying Body cannot just be 
comprised of parish councillors. It 
must have other members of the 
community who are interested in, or 
affected by, the neighbourhood plan-
ning proposals to ensure the commu-
nity plays an active role in preparing 
the Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
QUALIFYING BODY: I was also very 
delighted that eight members of the 
parish have already volunteered to 
join the Qualifying Body.  
 
Many thanks to them for doing this 
and I would invite others of any age 
group who want to shape the future 
of your village to contact the Clerk 
and join us.  It’s your village so come 
along and have your say how it 
should or should not be developed.
 

(Continued from page 7) 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL FEBRUARY MEETING  :   
Report from Cllr John Thornhill 

Proposed Housing Developments.  
This was a busy and full meeting 
which focussed on the two new plan-
ning applications which would see a 
significant increase in the number of 

houses being built in the village.  We 
were pleased to that a number of 
parishioners attended the meeting to 
express their concerns and views 

(Continued on page 9) 
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T&Cs APPLY - REDEEMABLE TUE-FRI ONLY (Excl Saturdays) Valid to use JANUARY 
FEBRUARY and MARCH 2026. 1 voucher per person - vouchers must be shown on entry. 
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters 
stove mix offcuts £160.00 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 
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about the proposals which I can as-
sure you the Parish Council supports 
whole heartedly.  Our local Shrop-
shire Councillor, David Walker, had 
already made submissions in his role 
as planning portfolio holder on Shrop-
shire Council.  He has also continued 
to monitor the ongoing applications 
in West Felton, including the outline 
proposal between Twyford Lane and 
Holyhead Road and the smaller 
scheme north of Old Rectory Gar-
dens.  He has called them all in and 
requested that the decisions on them 
are made by the Committee rather 
than a planning officer.  More details 
can be found in his report elsewhere. 
The widespread discussion covered a 
number of areas and Council mem-
bers agreed to make a detailed objec-
tion based on a number of grounds.  
A  lot of work and effort was expend-
ed to create West Felton as a Conser-
vation Area.  The emphasis is on pro-
tecting places of special architectural 
or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance.  Whilst these 
two applications are not directly with-
in the Conservation Area they abut or 
are adjacent to it and the principles 
of protection and preservation still 
apply.  There are buildings of great 
historic interest with the siting of a 
rare and historic cider press within 
the proposed development at 
Twyford Lane which affects the his-
toric nature of whole area of the site.  

After discussion with those attending 
it was agreed to submit our objec-
tions based on the following issues.  
●  West Felton is a historic village and 
we are concerned about its sustaina-
bility given that it was noted that the 
infrastructure supporting the village 
has decreased in recent years with 
the loss of a number of meeting plac-
es and no increase in amenities such 
as a local doctors, chemist, library or 
public transport.  The current electric-
ity provision is under strain with no 
published plans to increase the ca-
pacity of the National Grid, and ac-
cess to strong technology communi-
cations is very limited.    
●  The proposals are butting or inside 
the Conservation area but also set on 
historic Parkland which is protected.  
●  There is serious concern about the 
capacity of the current drainage sys-
tems to protect the land from flood-
ing.  It is noted that the local Water 
Authority, Seven Trent, has no long 
term planning programme for the 
area which already suffers from 
flooding in the Fox Lane area.  An ex-
tra forty or more properties discharg-
ing waste will only seriously exacer-
bate that situation and is untenable.  
●  Further concerns were expressed 
about the increase in vehicular traffic 
in and around the village with partic-
ular apprehension at busy times for 
the two access points into the village 
at Queens Head and the other end of 
Holyhead Road.  With the demise of 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Notification of Road Closure:  
GRIMPO ROAD, WEST FELTON 

Start Date: 2nd March 2026 - End Date: 2nd March 2026 
Purpose: Road Closure - Pole Test 
Works Promoter:   Openreach 
Works Promoter Ref: BC008PLT3158641830032025-01 
Enforcement pattern for Grimpo Road, West Felton: 
9.30 - 15.30hrs 

You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:   
https://one.network/?tm=GB147172712 
Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please 
call Customer Services on 0345 6789006,  
or contact the Street Works Team  
E: streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk 
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Have You Used a Virtual Ward? 

Healthwatch Shropshire Wants to 
Hear From You 

More people across Shropshire, Telford 
and Wrekin are receiving hospital level 
care in the comfort of their own homes 
thanks to the NHS Virtual Ward ser-
vice.  Healthwatch Shropshire now 
wants to hear from anyone who has used 
the Virtual Ward or supported a family 
member who has received this type of 
care. 

The independent health and care cham-
pion has launched a short online survey 
to understand how well the service is 
working and to help raise awareness of a 
model of care that many people still 
know little about. 

Virtual Wards support patients who are 
well enough to stay at home but still 
need regular clinical monitoring. A ded-
icated team of doctors, nurses and other 
healthcare professionals check in with 
patients each day using a mix of home 
visits, telephone calls and digital moni-
toring equipment. This means people 
can rest and recover in familiar sur-
roundings while still receiving expert 
care. You can watch a short video on the 
service by clicking here. 

The Virtual Ward was introduced local-
ly in February 2023 as part of the NHS 
10 year plan. Two years on, Health-
watch Shropshire is gathering real expe-
riences to help show how the service is 
supporting people in the community and 
where improvements may be needed. 

Claire Hobbs, Director of Nursing and 
Clinical Delivery at Shropshire Commu-
nity Health Trust, said: “Since the Virtu-
al Ward was launched in August 2022, 
more than 9857 people across Shrop-

shire have received care through the 
service. We are keen to work closely 
with Healthwatch Shropshire as an inde-
pendent feedback service to understand 
what people’s experiences have been 
like. Listening directly to patients and 
families will help us show the value of 
the Virtual Ward and inform the public 
about how this model of care is support-
ing people in their own homes.” 

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer at Health-
watch Shropshire, added: “It is vital that 
the public’s real-life experiences are 
taken into account when decisions are 
being made about how healthcare ser-
vices are run. By sharing their views, 
people who have used the Virtual Ward 
can help shape how this service devel-
ops locally and ensure it truly meets the 
needs of our communities.” 

Healthwatch Shropshire is keen to hear 
from anyone who has received Virtual 
Ward care or supported a friend or rela-
tive using the service. All feedback will 
help build a clear picture of how the 
Virtual Ward is working in Shropshire 
and will be used to inform the public 
about its impact. 

Take part: Anyone with experience of 
the Virtual Ward, either as a patient or 
carer, is encouraged to complete the 
survey online. 
Our mailing address is: 

Healthwatch Shropshire,  
4 The Creative Quarter 

Shrewsbury Business Park 
Shrewsbury, SY2 6LG 

United Kingdom 
t: 01743 237884 

Add us to your address book 
 

www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk 
Please note: We are a four day service 

Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 5.00pm 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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Shropshire Councillor Report –  
February 2026  Councillor David Walker 

Over the past month I have been 
heavily involved in a wide range of 
work affecting West Felton, with 
planning matters understandably 
dominating much of my time. Below 
is a summary of what I have been do-
ing on behalf of the parish. 
Planning & Development 
26/00099/OUT – Land West of Alma 
Close - I submitted my formal Mem-
ber objection and call‑in request for 
this application the other day. In do-
ing so, I set out the significant con-

cerns around the setting of the Con-
servation Area, heritage impacts, cu-
mulative development pressures, 
highways safety at Queens Head, and 
the unresolved drainage and 
wastewater risks. I have also been 
supporting residents who have been 
preparing their own objections; sev-
eral people have sent me drafts to 
review, and I’ve offered guidance on 
how to frame material planning con-
siderations effectively. 
Beyond the main call‑in, I’ve kept in 
close contact with residents on Alma 
Close and surrounding streets, ac-
knowledging just how strongly the 
community feels about the scale and 

(Continued on page 13) 

the proposed Shrewsbury by pass 
there will more pressure on the A5 
and traffic through the village.  There 
will also be increased pedestrian 
footfall on roads where the pavement 
is single width in most places. 
There was a very strong feeling that 
we should do everything to protect 
the sustainability of our village called 
West Felton which means in old Eng-
lish the “Settlement in open ground" 
and recorded in the 1086 Domesday 
Book. 
Equipment in Playing Field.  
I am pleased to report that all repairs 
needed on the 1 bay – 2 seat cradle 
and swing have now been completed. 
Website.  
Council Members have agreed to up-

date the parish council website and 
the chair and clerk have attended 
three meetings to discuss the struc-
ture, content and management of the 
new development.  We would like to 
include photographs of the village so 
if anyone has any suitable pictures of 
the village over the years please con-
tact the clerk. 
Parish Meeting.  
It is proposed that the Annual Parish 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 
April 2026 commencing at 7 pm.  This 
will be followed by the monthly Coun-
cil meeting.  
Neighbourhood Plan. 
Dates will be provided for those who 
have engaged to meet and discuss 
this topic.  

(Continued from page 9) 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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their parish share from £34k to 60k in 
5 years. For a community of around 
2500 souls this means £24/head per 
year. Or if one takes the Church of 
England’s estimate of 1% of people 
attending the church each Sunday, 
£2400 per worshipper each year. 
Fund raising is hard work and accord-
ing to the latest data from Lichfield, 
brings in less than £1m annually over 
the whole Diocese. 

Funding the church is one problem. 
Another is the attitude of the church. 
Discipleship, Vocation, Evangelism 
(DVE) are the three aims of the Dio-
cese of Lichfield. Many people would 
have difficulty explaining what these 
mean. What people are offered and 
what people want may however be 
very different. Over the last year I 
have gathered views about this from 
comments and letters in newspapers 
written by the laity. The most fre-
quent relate to taking a Sunday ser-
vice, visiting the sick, visiting in gen-
eral, involvement with the communi-
ty, interaction with the local school 
and being there when needed for 
such events as funerals, weddings 

and baptisms. Obviously DVE can be 
incorporated by the clergy into these 
events, but DVE is the role of the cler-
gy, not the laity. Visibility is obviously 
very important. 

Funding the rural church is one prob-
lem, but area is also important. More 
northerly parishes may suffer from 
the majority of ordinands coming 
from Dioceses below a line from the 
Wash to Bristol. They may wish to 
stay locally. Although the age of cler-
gy at ordination is not given, data 
from the Church of England show 
that, of the current 6738 clergy paid 
by the 40 Dioceses, only 38% are be-
low the age of 50 years whereas 45% 
are within 15years of compulsory re-
tirement. Put another way, in the 
Lichfield Diocese there are likely to be 
only 64 priests below the age of 50yr, 
the age when vibrancy (see first para-
graph) is at its greatest.  

That such a large number of clergy 
must retire by 2040 must be of great 
concern to the new Archbishop. She 
has many issues in her in tray, but 
funding of the church and encourag-
ing more ordinations must be among 
the most important.● 

(Continued from page 43) Church of England 

Ask and You Shall Receive 
Rev Smith and his curate were in a heated argument over a seemingly minor worship 
detail. “I suggest we go home and pray to God to grant us peaceful hearts,” said Rev 
Smith as the curate stormed past him into the churchyard. 
After worship the next Sunday morning, the curate greeted Rev Smith warmly. “I took 
your advice,” he said. “I went home and said a prayer.” 
“Great!” said Rev Smith “So did I! I prayed that God would grant us both peaceful 
hearts and a fresh start.” 
“That’s not what I prayed,” said the curate. “I asked God to help me put up with you.” 



44 

 

DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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nature of development proposed. 
I’ve tried to make sure everyone has 
clear information about the process, 
timescales and where their represen-
tations fit into the wider picture. 
Other live applications in the parish: 
I’ve continued to monitor the other 
ongoing applications in West Felton, 
including the outline proposal be-
tween Twyford Lane and Holyhead 
Road and the smaller scheme north 
of Old Rectory Gardens. I will be sub-
mitting updated comments on both 
of these applications. I have called 
them all in. They remain “pending 
consideration”. With the volume of 
applications coming through the sys-
tem at the same time, it’s important 
that we look not only at each pro-
posal on its own merits, but also at 
the cumulative impact on the village. 
Wider policy discussions 
My wider role as planning portfolio 
holder is strategic and doesn’t relate 
to specific planning applications. 
Alongside local applications, I’ve 
been in conversations with officers 
and partners about transport and 
settlement hierarchy work as part of 
the new planning framework. I’ve 
been emphasising the importance of 
ensuring that West Felton isn’t ex-
pected to absorb growth that its in-
frastructure simply cannot support. 
The issue of sustainable locations, 
connectivity and public transport all 
feeds directly into this. It is important 
with the new local plan that develop-

ment goes where infrastructure ex-
ists. If not it will cost the council 
more money to fix deficiencies. The 
first stage of the new local plan 
should appear in April – a statement 
of intent setting out key objectives 
and the timetable for the new plan. 
Highways & Transport 
I’ve continued to liaise with National 
Highways regarding A5 and Queens 
Head junction concerns, particularly 
around the cumulative impact of re-
cent and proposed development. 
Although the junction lies outside the 
parish boundary, its safety and ca-
pacity have a direct effect on West 
Felton residents. 
I’ve also continued to follow up on 
parish priorities raised in earlier 
months, including the longstanding 
issue of a new streetlight on The Ave-
nue. I’ve held further discussions 
with officers to try to keep this mov-
ing, given the understandable frus-
tration this has caused locally. 
Potholes have spiked again as they 
do each year. However, two extra 
teams have been brought into Shrop-
shire by Multevo, based at Rednal 
Industrial estate, bringing the num-
ber of teams to five. Prior to the win-
ter surge we had cut the backlog by 
half, switching work away from Keir, 
as we switch to a ‘mixed economy’ 
model for Highways maintenance. 
We will have to wait a little longer to 
find out what impact this has had on 
winter maintenance. Stopping run-off 

(Continued from page 11) Shrops County report 

(Continued on page 15) 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 

01691 830315 
info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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The Church of England 

Michael Davie,  

Whether a scientist or a journalist, it 
is always pleasing to find someone 
more exalted than oneself expound-
ing similar views. A lengthy article in 
The Times recently called upon the 
new Archbishop to concentrate less 
on managerial issues and to spend 
more time supporting the rich liturgy 
and the moral traditions of the 
Church of England and to support the 
parish clergy.  

Supporting the clergy is becoming 
increasingly important as their num-
bers dwindle and the areas over 
which they hold sway increase. The 
Church of England says that “it has a 
Christian presence in every communi-
ty” and the Diocese of Lichfield pro-
claims that it is vibrant (definition: 
energetic, exciting, and full of enthusi-
asm). Many rural communities would 
beg to disagree: many parishes have 
no clergy to look after them. Over the 
last hundred years the number of 
clergy in the Oswestry deanery has 
declined significantly. In 1914 at the 
time of the Welsh Churches Act six-
teen parishes were transferred from 
the Diocese of St Asaph to the Dio-
cese of Lichfield. This transfer includ-
ed Welsh Frankton (now in Ellesmere 
deanery). West Felton has always 
been in the Lichfield Diocese but was 
included in the Oswestry Deanery, 
possibly for administrative conven-

ience. Some parishes such as Maes-
brook and Maesbury did not exist in 
1914.  

Paying for all the clergy in these par-
ishes came either through patronage, 
tithe or glebe. For example Knockin 
was at one time the centre of the Earl 
of Bradford’s Shropshire estates and 
records show that in the 19th century 
a relative of Lord Bradford, the Rev. 
E.V.O. Bridgeman, was Rector of 
Knockin for 30years from 1867 to 
1897. No doubt his incumbency was 
supported by the Bradford estates. 
Rectors stayed a long time in those 
days. In the 70 years since 1950, 
Knockin has had 10 Rectors.  

Finding, and indeed keeping, clergy is 
getting increasingly difficult. Keeping 
them satisfied and in tune with rural 
needs as well as paying them gets 
more difficult as time goes by. As not-
ed in these columns previously, the 
rural church has never been reliant on 
the congregation for paying the cler-
gy. In 1924 West Felton paid £32 to-
wards the Rector’s pay (about £2500 
in today’s money). The rest came 
from income from Glebe or from 
tithe. The Rector of West Felton had 
an income of about £600-900/yr at 
that time. Finding the resources to 
pay for a priest at £60,000/yr today is 
difficult for a rural community. Kin-
nerley in their recent advert for a 
priest were being asked to increase 

(Continued on page 45) 
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sitting on roads will be an important 
weapon in stopping potholes forming. 
Flooding, Drainage and Utilities 
I am working with officers to make 
sure run-off is properly managed at 
source through good design. We can’t 
sustain massive building projects 
simply creating more run-off. A signifi-
cant part of my planning objection 
work this month has been focused on 
drainage and wastewater capacity. 
Residents have highlighted 
long‑standing issues in parts of the 
village, and I share those concerns—
especially when major development is 
proposed without firm mitigation in 
place. I’ve made drainage and sur-
face‑water risk a central theme of my 
representations. 
Neighbourhood Planning & 
Community Engagement 
I attended the West Felton Neigh-
bourhood Plan public meeting, where 
I contributed as a local member on 
how neighbourhood planning inter-
acts with the emerging Local Plan. 
There is strong local interest in shap-
ing the future of the village, and it’s 
important that this work continues in 
parallel with responding to planning 
applications. These applications high-
light the risk of not having a Neigh-
bourhood plan. I am grateful to every-
one who attended/volunteered at the 
meeting. 
Casework and Correspondence 
A large portion of my time this month 
has been spent responding to resi-

dents about planning, highways and 
enforcement queries. The volume of 
correspondence around Alma Close 
has been particularly high, and I’ve 
aimed to respond swiftly and con-
structively to support residents in 
navigating the planning system. 
 
Meetings and Diary Highlights 
Alongside the parish‑specific work, 
I’ve been involved in broader planning 
portfolio discussions which influence 
how decisions affecting West Felton 
are taken—covering subjects such as 
highways responses to planning con-
sultations, the settlement hierarchy 
work, and the wider planning policy 
refresh. 
Budget Outlook 
The outlook remains very grim. The 
position deteriorated some more this 
quarter but there are signs that this 
has been arrested. Officers are confi-
dent that the situation is contained, 
as long as the government agrees to 
the councils application for exception 
financial support. Yesterday we learnt 
that the Government hadn’t heeded 
our representations on the govern-
ment’s financial settlement. This 
year’s settlement (the amount the 
government gives to the council to 
run services) has been reduced by a 
further £2m despite protests that 
more funding was going to Urban 
councils. They did however, give the 
council permission to charge up to a 
9% increase in council tax without 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 
 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    
 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

 
 
 
 
 

Insurance 
Approved 

----- 

Police  
recognized 

Based in 
Whitchurch 
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Up the Garden Path with Topiarius 

Sowing gets off the mark 
Planting garlic in compost filled rings 
had worked well for reducing fungal 
problems. However, when it actually 
came to garlic planting time at the be-
ginning of February, I was recovering 
from an operation and not very mobile. 
I had read somewhere that they could 
be started in pots so I decided to give it 
a go. I actually used tray insert mod-
ules, burying the cloves and placing the 
trays outside. Too early to measure 
how successful it is but the first stage 
obviously needs little effort. 

Sowing and planting really kicks off at 
the beginning of March. For me, this 
includes the first radish and carrots in a 
cold glasshouse, plus lettuce in tray 
inserts kept above freezing. The varie-
ties this year will be my usual Amster-
dam Forcing carrot and Gourmet loose-
leaf and Little Gem lettuce but the rad-
ish will be an experiment as I am going 
to try Black Spanish. I chop and change 
with radish as I struggle to get good 
results. If anyone has a surefire formu-
la, please let me know. Indoors at 
around 20oC I will sow ageratum and 
lobelia in 40 cell tray inserts. 

As the month progresses, there will be 
antirrhinum, cineraria, then ipomoea all 
in tray inserts in the warm. Towards the 
end of the month, I sow ricinis in mod-
ules which are kept in a very warm 
place.  

Outside, I plant shallots early in the 

month followed by onion sets. My usu-
al onion variety is Centurian but this 
year they were replaced by Crusado 
and I will also try Snowball simply be-
cause they were sent by mistake. In the 
middle of the month the first double 
rows (25 cm apart) of broad bean De 
Monica are sown, followed later by a 
few spring onion seed. At the same 
time, I sow leaks in 40 cell tray inserts 
and three or four Casablanca potatoes 
in a 15 litre container, both put in a 
cold glasshouse. Casablanca will also be 
planted outdoors in defiance of a possi-
ble late frost. 

Apart from sowing and planting, there 
are a lot of March jobs. First off for me 
will be to start spraying total weedkiller 
as we have no hope of relying on hand 
weeding and hoeing. There is usually 
some vegetable garden still needing 
clearing and certainly debris from flow-
er beds. Paths and steps will be crying 
out to be swept. That will expose moss 
in the shady areas of our garden so 
moss killer is called for. Also, it is good 
time to clean and perhaps move on 
plants in pots. Those kept under cover 
for winter protection can tentatively be 
moved out, including sweet peas sown 
earlier. We have some holly that needs 
its spring clipping and there could be 
other shrubs needing to be tidied. If 
you have floribunda roses, now is the 
time to complete the annual pruning. 
To complete the month, I will be mak-
ing a start on grass cutting.● 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 
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needing a referendum. This does ra-
ther stick in the craw compounding 
the unfairness of council tax and the 
poor government funding. 
Looking Ahead 
In the coming months I expect to con-
tinue focusing on: 
• Ongoing scrutiny of other West Fel-

ton planning applications. 

• Maintaining pressure to resolve 
longstanding parish items such as 
the streetlight on The Avenue. 

• Continuing dialogue with National 
Highways and Shropshire Council 
officers where strategic issues meet 
local realities. 

• Supporting the parish’s ongoing 
Neighbourhood Plan development.
 

(Continued from page 15) 

W e s t  F e l t o n  V i l l a g e  H a l l  
All welcome 

SATURDAY 7thMarch 
12 noon - 2pm 

A choice of delicious homemade soups 
(and possibly seconds), bread rolls, 

cheese, tea/coffee.  
Raffle and Produce stall. 

Tickets £5 

from 

Michael Davie 

01691 610612 

or any PCC 

member. 

 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

A & J CATTERY 

Open all year round  |  Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606  We are only 5 minutes from West Felton 
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E very year, amazing gardens through-
out Shropshire open for the National 

Gardens Scheme which raises money for 
cancer and caring charities including 
Macmillan, Carer's Trust, Hospice UK, 
Parkinson's , Horatio's, The Queens Nurs-
ing Institute and Marie Curie.  

The National Graden Scheme has been 
operating for nearly 100 years and Shrop-
shire's involvement started right at the 
beginning.  

Some gardens open for specific days, 
some only by appointment and some 

open as a group. 

The Shropshire branch of the scheme 
raised over £90,000 for our beneficiaries 
in the 2025 season. Nationally, in 
2025 the scheme was able to make dona-
tions to the beneficiaries which exceeded 
£3.8 million pounds.   

 The "Yellow Book" includes many of 
Shropshire's best gardens, some magnifi-
cent country estates and some hidden jew-
els owned by ordinary garden-lovers, of-
fering a cost-effective day out, with beau-
tiful gardens and home-made refresh-
ments.. 

A leaflet showing all the gardens open for 
charity in Shropshire is widely-available 
at libraries, tourist centres, garden centres 
and many other sources.  

Shropshire NGS volunteers are always 
on the lookout for NEW gardens, NEW 
volunteers and anyone who would like 
to offer help with publicity, refresh-
ments, delivering booklets and welcom-
ing our lovely visitors.  

We are especially keen to find towns or 
villages who might consider coming to-

gether to make a garden trail. 

Looking forward to the 2026/2027 sea-
sons, we are keen to look to the future and 
recruit: 

 More gardens. 

 Gardens especially owned/run by young 
people or people with diverse needs. 

 Community gardens. 

 Gardens in villages or towns that 
would be suitable for designing a gar-
den trail around.  

The National Garden Scheme is very 
aware of the benefits to health and well-
being that making and visiting a garden 
can have.  

We are keen to engage with all communi-
ties. We are always on the look out for 
volunteers to help with a multitude of 
tasks which range from publicity, distrib-
uting stationery, collecting entrance mon-
ey and even parking.  

The team in Shropshire (as in all counties) 
is made up entirely of volunteers who 
give their time for free to raise funds for 
our beneficiaries.  

For more information about the work of 
The National Graden Scheme please visit 
our website.  https://ngs.org.uk/  

For additional information about how the 
Shropshire Team works and to make 
enquiries about opening a single garden, a 
village trail or anything else please con-
tact me or Andy Chatting, the County 
Organiser for Shropshire - 07546560615. 

Della Chatting, Publicity Volunteer: 
07790662980 Website: ngs.org.uk   

Follow us on: Facebook | Instagram  

 

https://ngs.org.uk/
http://ngs.org.uk/
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Leaton Forest Firewood 
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood 

 Barrow Bags 
  Premium Grade £50 
  B Grade £45  

 

 Bulk Bags 
Premium Grade £150 
B Grade £125 
 

 Kindling £8  
 

 Free Local Delivery 
To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk  or 

order through our website: 
www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/ 

• Friendly, professional service 
• Over 15 years experience  
• Interiors and exteriors  
• Paper hanging  
 

• Fully insured  
• Free estimates  
 

E: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk 

Mob: 07581423025 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greet-

ing cards, and craft 

items. 

 
COMMUNITY 

COFFEE 
MORNING  

 

Come and meet 
the neighbours. 

 
 

10-12noon 

in the village hall. 

£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra. 

West Felton Walking Group  
 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at 
the Punch Bowl car park 

 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to al-
low time to travel to our chosen des-
tination for the away day walk.  

New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 
Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 
John & Eileen Hanmer 

01691 610629 

Eight months after the 1966 mining disaster in Aberfan, five 
women bring you a funny, feisty and heart-
wrenching story of how lipstick can look like 
hope. 
Sunday 15th March  -  matinee 2:30pm.  
OSWESTRY COMMUNITY CENTRE SY11 
1ND. Please note this production contains strong 

Language and is not suitable for under 16s. 
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If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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WEST FELTON  

CARNIVAL 2026 
Sunday 12th July  

From Eileen and the  
Carnival Committee 

 

 

THE ANIMAL FAMILY is dedicated to 

creating a harmonious coexistence between hu-
mans and animals through engaging, education 
and passionate advocacy. Our mission is to in-
spire compassion, raise awareness, and promote 
responsible stewardship of the natural world. By 
combining education with entertainment, we aim 
to captivate young hearts and minds, fostering a 
love for animals and nature through interactive 
experiences at local birthday parties and events. 
Together, we envision a future where both human 
and animal life flourish in joyful harmony.⬧ 

THANK YOU - First let me say how wonderful the Christmas Tree looked this 
year so a big thank you to the committee and Clive Whittingham for all their 
hard work. 

January has been a very damp and miserable month, but hopefully spring is 
around the corner and our thoughts go on to summer and "Carnival" time. 

THE BIG DAY - This year it will be on Sunday July 12th, so now is the time to 
start thinking about your float, remember last year was such a good parade - 
we would like it even better this year. 

SPONSORSHIP - Expenses are going up so much, so if anyone would like to 
sponsor us that would be great. 

We had our first meeting of the year and have already booked The Animal 
Family to come along which we know will be very popular. 

NEW PERFORMERS - Anybody who has any connections with anyone who 
might like to perform, let a committee member know. 

STALLHOLDERS - book early to sell your goods, you have a captive audience 
that day. 

More news next month, for enquiries ring me: Eileen 610629. 
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Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 

EXERCISE CLASSES 
Tuesday mornings 
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates 
10:45am  Intermediate/advanced pilates 
12 noon  Dance Fit 

 

T:  07904456368 
E:  abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com 
Fb:  Abigailcharlottefitness 
        Abigailcharlottefitness 

Pilates classes £8.50 
Dance Fit - £7.50 
Please bring a mat to pilates and wear 
something comfortable and stretchy. 

Strengthen. Stretch.  
Move better. Feel good 
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PTFA (Parent, Teacher, and Friends 
Association)  West Felton School  

Hello everyone, 

W e wanted to share a little update on what the Friends have been up to 
recently, along with some exciting plans coming up.  

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who so generously donated Christmas 
decorations. The children were absolutely delighted to see them, and we had 
great fun putting everything up together. It was a lovely reminder of how 
supportive and generous our school community is - thank you so much.  

To help raise funds for our school, we are currently collecting blue tokens 
from Tesco Stronger start scheme where local good causes are chosen to be 
on the customer vote in participating stores - customers receive a blue token 
at the checkout and drop it into the box for their cause.  

If you shop at Tesco in Ellesmere or the Tesco in Oswestry (formerly One 
Stop), please do pop your token in for us - the friends of West Felton CE 
school. We would also be incredibly grateful if you could spread the word to 
friends and family who shop there too, “Every little (token) helps”.  

We would like to extend a very big thank you to Karl Leaver’s Decorating 
Business, who in January, very kindly volunteered to repaint the whole of The 
Glade - what a FANTASTIC job he did! A big thank you also goes to the volun-
teers who gave some of their time to help Karl with this project - it has made 
such a positive difference to the space. We are so grateful for everyone’s 
generosity and support.  

At the end of the half term the PTA facilitated a film night for the children - 
which was greatly enjoyed by all. It gave us great pleasure to be able to give 
something back to the children for all their hard work.  

If you have been following the Friends of West Felton CE Primary School Fa-
cebook page, you may already be aware that we are currently seeking prize 
donations for our upcoming Easter raffle. Any donations would be hugely ap-
preciated, vouchers, hampers, treats, days out, anything big or small will 
help. If you are able to contribute, please get in touch via the Friends of West 
Felton Facebook page or contact the school directly. The deadline for dona-
tions is March 16th 2026.  

Another lovely event on the calendar is our Easter Trail around West Felton 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Snow stopped play on the second Thursday of January, so no WI meeting. Mem-
bers keep in touch online and were entertained by a quiz. 

All looking forward to the next meeting which will be Thursday February 12th at 
7pm when Dance HQ's Ross Millar will tell of the origins of Ballroom and Latin 
Dancing from - and teaching a few moves!⬧ 

West Felton 
Women’s Institute 

 December’s activities 

Ridealong Scheme 
If you have ever wondered what it's really like to work in your community, tack-
ling local issues and keeping people safe day to day, now's your chance to find 
out! 
We've relaunched our Ride Along scheme across Herefordshire, Shropshire and 
Worcestershire, giving you the opportunity to join a neighbourhood officer on 
shift and see what policing is like in your area. 
During your Ride Along, you'll: 

 Experience what a typical shift looks like for a neighbourhood officer 

 Chat with officers about local policing and community priorities. 

 See first-hand how neighbourhood teams work to resolve issues or con-
cerns in your local area. 

The Ride Along scheme is open to anyone aged 18 or over, and you must live in 
Herefordshire, Shropshire or Worcestershire. 
Whether you are considering a career in policing, would like to know how your 
local area is being policed, or simply have an interest in policing, you are invited 
on shift. 

Visit to find out more and apply:  

https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-forces/west-mercia-police/areas/
west-mercia/about-us/about-us/ride-along-scheme/ride-along-scheme/ 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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From Mark Wright, West Mercia Police Constable, Oswestry Rural South 
Road Safety and Traffic Offences is a large part of Policing with West Mercia 
Police and more locally the Rural South Safer Neighbourhoods Team continu-
ing to address and take action in this area, with Roads Policing being a 24 
hour 7 days a week commitment across the Policing units. West Mercia Po-
lice and local teams carry out a number of Traffic related operations with vari-
ous concerns being focused on, but we can’t be everywhere at once and you 
might be able to help.  
In a day of technological advancements, which sees most vehicles on our 
roads fitted with Dashcams and the wide range ownership of smart phones, 
one of these operations leans into these advancements and is dedicated to 
obtaining evidence from such devices. 
This is Operation Snap which provides the 
public of West Mercia a platform for reporting 
certain types of traffic offences to West Mercia 
Police. 
Members of the public can report and submit digital footage showing poten-
tial traffic offences via a secure online form. These offences can range from 
driving dangerously or carelessly, to overtaking on solid white lines, using a 
mobile phone while driving, ignoring traffic lights, or dangerous driving around 
other road users, such as horse riders and cyclists. 
Should you have an incident which you wish to report and / or for further infor-
mation about this service please visit :  

Operation Snap | West Mercia Police. 
Let’s work together and keep our roads safe. Thank you.  

village (to take place during the Easter holidays) - a fun scavenger hunt where 
children can search for letters and receive a small prize at the end. Ticket de-
tails, including dates and routes, will be shared very soon.  

Finally, we just want to say another heartfelt thank you to everyone for your 
continued support. We know it can sometimes feel like there is always some-
thing being asked for, and we truly appreciate every donation, bit of time, 
and kind gesture. It’s genuinely wonderful to see how much the children and 
school benefit from it all and we are having great fun along the way too. 
Thank you for being such a fantastic community. 

ROOTED IN COMMUNITY, GROWING WITH PURPOSE  

(Continued from page 21) PTFA West Felton School 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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      with 
Ellesmere College Choral Society 
Ellesmere College Chapel Choir 

 

ST JOHN PASSION 
Bob Chilcott 

 

and individual choir items 
 

  With Soloists and Orchestra 
Conducted by Anthony Coupe 

 

7:00pm 14
th

 March 2026 
 

St Oswald’s Chapel, Ellesmere College, Ellesmere SY12 9AB 
 

Tickets: £15 Adult, U18s free 
from ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir, also Siop Cwlwm, 

33 Bailey Street, Oswestry, and on the door. 

 

EXCITING THREE CHOIR CONCERT IN ELLESMERE, 14 MARCH 
Cantiones will join Ellesmere College Choral Society and Ellesmere College 

Chapel Choir to present Bob Chilcott's dramatic St John Passion. 
It should be emotional, with the benefit of having a small orchestra 

Featuring a large brass section and excellent soloists. 
In addition each choir will present individual items to showcase 
their skills.  All in, all this should be a concert not to be missed. 

 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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West Felton 

Village Hall 

Wednesday 

25th MARCH 

 

Knockin & Kinnerley Cricket Club  
If you’ve never been to Knockin & Kinnerley Cricket Club 
before, then why not come and check us out. We’re always 
happy to welcome members of the local community, and we’d 
love to see you coming along to support us at one of our 
games and take advantage of our bar and clubhouse. 
 

New players are also very welcome – we cater for near 
enough everyone from experienced players to complete novic-
es. We have a growing ladies team and a strong juniors sec-
tion as well – so if you or a member of your family has  ever thought about 
giving the game a go then, now is the time to act. 

Our main objective is for cricket to be inclusive and fun for all, 
ensuring that new and existing members feel welcomed into the 

KKCC family. 

The season starts at the end of April, and we have pre-season  

net practice starting in early March, so if you do fancy giving cricket a go 

then please get in touch with either our  

Club Captain Gary Darlington (07805 575148),  

or our ladies’ captain Soph Bayliss (07508 838836).  
 

See page 2 for a few key dates to pencil in for 2026: 

 

Entrance: £2 per person -  

under 18s FREE 

Doors open from 7pm  

with eyes down promptly at 
7:30pm. 

Easter Eggs/ chocolate 
for prizes gratefully re-

ceived by any WFVH 
committee member. 
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P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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Volunteers needed at Oswestry Community Action (OCA) 

Oswestry Community Action (OCA) is on the lookout for more volunteers. 
Volunteer support is pivotal to the retention and growth of the fundamental 
services they have to offer to the people in the local and wider Shropshire 
area.  

The services OCA offer have been developed in response to the needs of the 
local community and ultimately aim to keep them engaged and support inclu-
sivity and wellbeing. The majority of their services are aimed at those who 
are disadvantaged which includes disability, health (including mental health), 
unemployment, rural poverty and isolation. 

Their Community Transport Service is essential for enabling people in the 
community to get out and about with ease and makes a huge difference in 
their lives. The Dial-a-Ride and Community Car services are a large proportion 
of this service and offer door-to-door transport for people without access to 
public transport or a car. Journeys can include anything from grocery shop-
ping, a trip to the hairdressers or even regular journeys such as attendance at 
the OCA twice-weekly Wellbeing & Befriending groups, which help to main-
tain connection and engagement within the community.  

Chief Officer at Oswestry Community Action, Kim Wootton says; “We current-
ly have over 900 members signed up to our Community Transport Service, 
but we cannot service all of these people without more volunteer Communi-
ty Transport Drivers. If more keen driver volunteers come forward and join 
OCA we will be able to continue our mission to combat isolation and rural 
poverty and improve wellbeing amongst the community.” 

Without their fantastic, friendly team of volunteers, Oswestry Community 
Action wouldn’t be able to make the difference they do in the community. To 
enable OCA to support more local people, if you have some spare time and 
want to immerse yourself in a fabulous community project, please get in 
touch, email info@qube-oca.org.uk or call 01691 656882.● 
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Food ●  Plants  
Arts  & Crafts
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 

 

  
 

Now serving ...  
SUNDAY LUNCH  

between 12 and 3pm.  
Booking is advised.    
For reservations call  07543 040618  

Sally, Paul  

and Mark  

welcome you!  

The Punch Bowl Inn  
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 A LIFE WELL LIVED 

GRAHAM CASSON 

07 March 1948 – 27 December 2025 

Most of you know Graham from the pub quizzes. Some of you may 
know him from when he came into the pub for a pint and to read qui-
etly in the corner on a Friday. Others will know him from the corner 
shop, the Flexors group, Tai Chi class, or the community coffee 
morning. Most of you will not know he was a champion hurdler, mu-
sician, played the church organ, peddle steel guitar, Zither, bass gui-
tar and the bag pipes. Was a qualified football referee, barista, choco-
latier. Spoke fluent Welsh, Italian and Japanese. Was a Governor for 
Walford college and Middleton Road school and a Samaritan … a 
life well lived. 

So it is with a very sad heart that we have to announce that Graham 
passed away very suddenly on the 27th of December. 

It was due to the quick thinking, swift action, and generosity of many 
people in the village that his family were given the precious time to 
say their farewells. Graham’s family would like to thank everybody 
who was involved in looking after him that night, giving him the best 
chance to survive, although sadly it was not to be. 

Donations now stand at £700, which will be split between the Samar-
itans, where Graham volunteered for a number of years, and the 
maintenance and upkeep of the West Felton defibrillator. 

We would also like to thank all the wonderful friends and neighbours 
in the village for their help, support, cards, flowers, and donations. 

With much appreciation and gratitude, 
June, Alex, Greg, Tom, Livi, Amanda, 

Emma, Cara, Dani, Nick and Dan.   

Call/email for a FREE  
consultation. Quote MICA. 

 

Your Local Luxury Kitchen, 
Bedroom & Bathroom 

Specialists 
 

From site survey to 
design, supply and 
installation - 
we take care of it all. 


