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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:                               vacant  
Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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Want to ‘Flog it’? 
West Felton Village Hall,   Saturday 31st May    10:30am to 2pm 

Hallmarks FREE VALUATION Paul (07305) 095849  

https://www.oswestry-tc.gov.uk/council_events/ve-day-
celebration/ 

A SHARED MOMENT OF CELEBRATION 

 

O S W E ST RY  C E L E B R AT I O N S  
1 0 t h  M ay,  2 0 2 5  

1 2  t o  4 p m  
C a e  G l a s  Pa r k  

 

Oswestry will commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day with 
a short service on May 8th at the Memorial Gates, followed by 

a community event on May 10th in Cae Glas Park, 
featuring activities for all ages.  

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
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1 May COUNCIL ELECTIONS, Village Hall  

8 May 10-12noon COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall 13 

20 May 7:30pm ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, School Hall 11 

31 May 
10:30-2pm HALLMARKS  back in West Felton. Buying 
gold and silver. 

 

6 July WEST FELTON CARNIVAL 15 

11 Oct WEST FELTON CRAFT FAIR, Village Hall  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  23 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

 
Tuesday  Tots  

Every term time Tuesday  9.15 - 10.30am  
At West Felton Primary and Nursery  

 

 Come and meet our friendly nursery staff, chat with other par-
ents, give children the opportunity to play with other children. 

 Hot drinks  available for parents (please bring a lidded travel 
mug). 

 Snacks and drinks provided for children.(£1 voluntary donation). 

 Crafts and other activities provided each week. 
Suitable for  babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. 

Childminders also welcome. No need to book. 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £60 
Half page   £90 
Full page       £150 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th MAY 2025 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9am until 10:30am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number,  

so we may contact you.   

Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

All Welcome, Tea, Coffee 
& Biscuits served 
after service 
 

All enquiries to Andrew 
Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 

Services to be announced 
 

Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

4th May  : Family Service 

1st June  : Family Service 

6th July  : Family Service 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

 
Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Kerry GROVE   01691 611 776  
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

13 May 2025 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  
To Contact the Parish Council 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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Fly tipping and graffiti at Corbett’s 
Bridge.  In response to a report from 
a parishioner regarding this issue 
the Council reported the graffiti to 
the Canal & Rivers Trust and re-
ceived the following email.  
“Thank you for your contact, I have 
found a Corbetts Bridge on the 
Montgomery Canal, and this sits in 
the area close to West Felton so will 
assume this is the correct location; I 
will make the local operations team 
aware of the graffiti, as a rule we 
tend to try and remove graffiti that 
has an offensive content, just so you 
are aware.  Thank you for reporting 
it onto us.” 
Conservation Area signs.  We are 

still negotiating about the place-
ment of signs despite previous cor-
respondence.  We will continue to 
press for a site visit to agree effec-
tive placements and discuss other 
road safety matters.   
School Parking on Oak Farm Lane.  
We have received further corre-
spondence on this issue.  The Parish 
Council has liaised with the police 
and school about this and you will 
have seen the police report in the 
previous village magazine, setting 
out their view on this issue and 
what they are doing on an ongoing 
basis.  The school also is doing all it 
can to alleviate parking issues in-

(Continued on page 8) 

Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, Cllr John Thornhill 

From: Shropshire Council Street Works Team, Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2025 
Surface Dressing Road Closure Amendment - C1131 - Queens Head to West Felton, , 

Please note: THE LOCKCHIP  19/05/2025-21/05/2025 ELEMENT 
OF THIS WORK HAS BEEN CANCELLED. 

Road Closure:  Unnamed Road, Queens Head to West Felton 
Start Date: 29th April 2025  End Date: 23rd May 2025 

Purpose: Site N09 Surface Dressing including sweeping, and lining works to include 
Stud removal: 29/04/2025.             Dressing: 13/05/2025-15/05/2025  

Lockchip: 19/05/2025-21/05/2025.         Lining: 22/05/2025-23/05/2025. 

Please note that these works are weather dependent and subject to change. 
Works Promoter:   Kier for Shropshire Council. Promoter Ref: UJ211SD25-N09-1 

Enforcement pattern for Unnamed Road, Queens Head to West Felton: 
From Monday to Friday 09:30 - 16:00.  

You can view the closure and diversion route at  
https://one.network/?tm=142371419.  

Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please call Customer Services 
on 0345 6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on  

streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk  
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cluding purchasing a police sign to 
replace the one moved to another 
location by the police.  A suggestion 
was made to place zig zag signs at 
relevant places in the area.  Council 
considered this issue but has no 
powers to take any action.  It is only 
the police and highways manage-
ment that can take action on park-
ing.  Shropshire Council is responsi-
ble for the placing of zig zag lines 
and not the Parish Council.   
Flooding in West Felton near Teds-
more Road. I reported previously 
that the Council had written to John 
Bellis of Shropshire Council to ex-
press unease regarding continued 
flooding. He responded by saying 
that CCTV survey would be under-
taken. We have now received his 
update as follows; 
Apologies for the lack of update. The 
survey was undertaken and the 
team were unable to find any de-
fects in the pipework under the Holy-
head Road. Its possible that this was 
a build-up of material that caused a 
temporary blockage.  
Now that the system is running I’m 
not proposing any additional work 
here at present. Obviously we’ve had 
some prolonged dry weather recent-
ly so its not been tested in a storm. If 
this issue re-occurs again in the fu-
ture I’m happy to return and take 
another look. 
Council discussed this in detail and 

agreed to respond that the diameter 
of the pipe into which water flows is 
too narrow to sustain a significant 
downfall of rain without appropriate 
measures in place to reduce the 
pressure on the small pipe.   
Housing Development West Felton.  
The Clerk received the following 
short email from  Andrew Jones of 
Chartland Homes Developers. 
We are potentially looking to submit 
a planning application for a residen-
tial development in West Felton and 
would welcome the opportunity to 
introduce the scheme to the mem-
bers and to get their input.  
I was thinking of emailing over our 
initial thoughts and approach to the 
design which could be circulated to 
the members with a view to pre-
senting and discussing in more detail 
at your May meeting. Would this be 
acceptable or would you suggest a 
different approach? 
This was discussed and Council 
agreed to seek further information 
for our consideration at a future 
meeting.  However with the demise 
of the Shropshire Local Plan we ex-
pect to receive more such letters 
and emails.  Any application would 
have to go to Shropshire Council for 
planning permission and the opinion 
of West Felton Council would be 
sought. 
AVC.  We have been informed that 
the appeal by Trust Inns Limited 

(Continued from page 7)Parish Council report 

(Continued on page 9) 
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An afternoon with RUTH JONES 
Thurs 22nd May - 1.00pm at The Holroyd Theatre, Oswestry 

BAFTA winning co-creator of Gavin & Stacey, Ruth Jones returns to Oswestry! 
We’re thrilled to announce an event with much loved actress, screenwriter 
and bestselling author, Ruth Jones, for her new novel, ‘By Your Side’.  

Ruth Jones MBE is best known 
for her outstanding and award-
winning television writing – BBC 
1’s Gavin and Stacey, in which 
she played the incorrigible Nessa 
Jenkins, and Sky 1’s Stella. She 
has numerous other television 
credits to her name. Now, the 
author Now, the author f ‘Never 
Greener’, ‘Us Three’, and ‘Love 
Untold’, publishes her new novel, 
‘By Your Side’  - a  joyful and life-

affirming story with characters you’ll come to know and love.  

We can’t wait to welcome Ruth back to Oswestry for this after-
noon event. Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to see her! 

An evening with REETA CHAKRABARTI 
 

14th May 2025, 7.00pm 
(doors 6.15pm) 

at The Holroyd Community 
Theatre, Oswestry 

SY10 7SZ  
 

Join us for an evening with jour-
nalist and Chief Presenter for 
BBC news, Reeta Chakrabarti, as 
she talks about her career and 
her debut novel Finding Belle.  

What will it take to uncover her past? A lost child. When Mivvi is young, her 
mother Belle is a puzzle:... 

Tickets: £18 (Admits One and includes a signed copy of Finding Belle) or £28 
(Admits Two & includes One signed copy of Finding Belle) 

Booka Bookshop Presents...  
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Mortgages & Equity 
Release 
 

Protection 

 
Care Fees Planning 

Pensions & Retirement 
planning 
 

Inheritance tax & estate 
planning 
 

Tax efficient savings & 
investments 

Paul Humphreys DipFA, MILIBF 
Financial Planning Consultant 
Book your FREE initial financial consultation 
T: 01691 652233  
E: paul.humphreys@quilterfa.com 
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against the order to make the Punch 
Bowl Inn an Asset of Community 
Value (AVC) has been refused.  The 
various arguments presented were 
each examined in detail with rea-
sons provided for not accepting 
them  The Reviewing Officer con-
cluded that: 
The community value criteria were 

appropriately considered in 
reaching the decision to list the 
property as an Asset of Commu-
nity Value. 

Continued community use is a real-
istic continued use of The Punch 
Bowl Inn and its associated 
land, and this test is satisfied. 
Whilst there may be potential 
for a portion of the site to be 
developed in future, there has 
yet to be a viable proposal to 
satisfy planning requirements. 

The current planning status of The 
Punch Bowl Inn and its associat-
ed land does not indicate its 
inevitable loss as a community 
facility 

It is reasonable to expect that the 
Nominator will require time to 
develop plans for the site and 
raise funds for these, and this is 
not a reason to reject the listing 
as an Asset of Community Value 

The current community use is a re-
alistic continued use of the 
whole of the land, and therefore 
removal of an element of the 

site from the listing is not sup-
ported. 

Accordingly, the Reviewing Officer 
has concluded that the requirements 
of Section 88 (1) (a) and Section 88 
(1) (b) were satisfied and that the 
nominated land meets the criteria 
for inclusion on the Council’s list of 
assets of community value. 
The council has received a letter 
from Mark Brown - Managing Direc-
tor of Trust Inns stating: 
I am the Managing Director of Trust 
Inns, the owner of the Punchbowl.  
Please excuse the directness but  I 
have been given this email address 
by Sally, the tenant of the pub, to 
make contact with you in relation to 
the potential sale of the land at the 
pub to the Parish Council.  If there is 
indeed interest, then I look forward 
to hearing from you with any pro-
posal. 
The Council has replied asking Trust 
Inns to provide further details so 
that it can consider their proposals 
at a future meeting.  
Fox Lane Field.  It has been reported 
that one of the fields near Fox Lane 
has been cultivated thus blocking 
the right of way across it.  We have 
raised this matter with the owner of 
the land.    
Annual Parish Meeting.  It is pro-
posed to hold this meeting on Tues-
day 20th May 2025 at 7 30pm in the 
School.● 

(Continued from page 8) 



10 

 

Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

ONE STEP AHEAD 
Joanne and Chelsea 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 
 

For treatment of: 
• Overgrown nails | Corns 
• Diabetic foot care 
• Ingrowing nails | Verruca 

• Free foot care advice 
Fully Insured local 

foot health practitioners 
 

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com 

T: 01691 757111 
 

Covering 
Oswestry & 

Surrounding Areas. 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

TUESDAY 20th May 2025 
7:30pm in the School Hall  

Tea/Coffee will be served. 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting is not a Parish Council meeting. 

The Local Government Act states that every parish must hold a Parish 
Meeting every year.  

The Chairman of the Parish Council (or vice-chair if the Chairman is 
unable to attend) must preside if present. 

The meeting is open to all resident electors, 
who can speak and vote during the meeting.  

 

The Agenda is a standard agenda, to give reports on the business of 
the last 12 months. The Parish Council reports to its electorate on its 
activities over the last year and there are usually reports from County 
Councillors and perhaps from any voluntary or local community 
group. 

It is also an opportunity for parishioners to question people and or-
ganisations on any issues relating to the village. 

As the Annual Parish Meeting is not a parish council meeting it is not 
conducted in the same way or governed by the same rules as a parish 
council meeting. Members of the public are permitted to make state-
ments on relevant matters during the meeting. Any resolutions 
passed do not bind the Parish Council.  

• “If you want to know what God thinks of money, just look at the people 
he gave it to.” — Dorothy Parker (March 2005)  

• “I don’t know why people are so keen to put the details of their private 
life in public; they forget that invisibility is a superpower.” — Banksy 
(September 2015)  

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 

45 
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SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY 
Specialists in Home, Business &  

Farm Security Systems… 

The presence of CCTV cameras is 
a significant deterrent to burglars 
and vandals. Criminals are less 
likely to target a property if they 
know they are being watched. 
Strategically placed cameras 
covering entry points such as 
doors and windows, as well as 
areas like driveways and 
garages, can provide 
comprehensive coverage. 
Visible cameras and signs 
indicating surveillance can fur-
ther discourage criminal activity. 

• CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS 
• STARLINK INSTALLATION 
• WI-FI EXTENSION        

SERVICES 
• GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS 
 

T: 07719 331357  
E: SecureLifeTech@hotmail.com  
https://securealarmcctv.com 
 
Contact us today to arrange 
a free no obligation quote.  

SPECIALIST FOOT CARE 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 Nail trimming  * Corn removal  

 Diabetic Foot Check 

 Warm Wax Therapy 

 Cracked Heel Treatment  

 Ingrowing Toe Nails  

E: amypate92@yahoo.co.uk   07943 869164 

Amy Pate - Foot Health practitioner/chiropodist 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greet-

ing cards, and craft 

items. 

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE 

MORNING  
 

Come and meet 
the neighbours. 
 
Thursday, 8th May 
(Elections in first Monday in May) 
 

10-12noon in the village hall. 
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra. 

Personal Assistance Required.  
 

Maximum 10 hours per week (can be Flexible) 
14 nights sleep over per annum in own home 

Based near West Felton - SY11 4HG 
£16 per hour - Self Employed. 

 

Felicity is a 45 year old lady with  some slight special needs and mobility 
problems, she needs more companionship and support than care, 

her interests are crafting, charity fundraising, and animals. 
She also likes to have regular outings (visits, lunch etc)  

and to attend local social events. 
 

The successful candidate will need to be patient, 
understanding and have a positive outlook. 

Some experience with disability would be an advantage. 
Would need to be able to transport Felicity and her motorized wheelchair. 

 

Please apply to Caroline Chenery - 01691 610401 
or caroline_chenery@hotmail.co.uk 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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WFWI: March’s meeting and activities 

This month once again provided opportunities for mem-
bers to meet and enjoy activities in each other’s company.  

Theatre visits to the Attfield in Oswestry continue to prove popular with many of 
us attending a performance of ‘Veronica’s Room’, a dark and sinister thriller 
which the cast delivered convincingly. 

Representatives attended the ‘auditions day’ for potential speakers, held in 
Shrewsbury’s Claremont Street ‘Central’ building; it yielded lots of possibilities 
for speakers on a variety of subjects for our future programme of events. 

We welcomed visiting members from St Martin’s WI, Oswestry, Gobowen and 
Maesbury to our monthly meeting when our speaker for the evening was Mr 
Graham Short. He has decades of experience in the art of micro-engraving where 
he transforms tiny surfaces into intricate masterpieces. He has collaborated with, 
amongst others, Stephen Fry and Simon Armitage (the Poet Laureate), working at 
his craft in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter. It was fascinating to hear of his dedi-
cation and the methods he uses to achieve his impressive results. We understand 
he’s also won swimming medals and starred in films! 

Our Shropshire Federation had organised a visit to the ballet in Birmingham. The 
performance of ‘Cinderella’ was described as ‘magical’ by one of our members, 
with the whole day being very well organised. To note, the Federation is made 
up of over one hundred WIs in our county with a total of some 3000 members. 
You’re never far away from one! 

Following in the footsteps of the Duke of Edinburgh and St Martin’s pupils, we 
too sampled the tasty lunch and refreshments available at OsNosh (SY11 1LW) 
having previously had a visit from them when they described their community 
kitchen and café; they make use of good surplus food donated by local stores/ 
suppliers and produce nutritious meals. 

As a contribution to this year’s ‘Great British Spring Clean’ (March 21st – April 
6th) we shall be making use of our litter picking equipment and helping ‘Keep 
Britain Tidy’. The British Women’s Institute was instrumental in setting up this 
organisation, initiating a conference held in 1955 after passing a resolution at its 
AGM to start a national anti-litter campaign.  

In April we look forward to a visit from Matthew Tong of Tong’s Auction House 
when he will be telling us about the world of antiques and collectibles (which are 
very collectable!) Monthly meetings for members take place on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Village Hall. Come and join us! Visitors 
welcome (£5). Please contact us: 07375997782.▪ 
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A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 

 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 
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FLOATS - Reminder to all village groups, have you decided on yours?   

MUSIC - 
• Porthywaen Band, always popular - booked. 
• Os Rocks – a PopRock choir from Oswestry, a community choir with 

an emphasis on fun - booked. 
• Stephen Lockhart , a singer songwriter from Wrexham sings songs he 

has written and songs he wishes he had - booked 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  
• DONKEY RIDES, the children love the donkey rides - booked 
• Jack Dent  Magician, Member of the Magic Circle, Fabulous enter-

tainer, absolutely not to be missed - booked  
• Gymnasts, Oswestry Raptors Cheerleaders - booked 

 

CATERING - WI TEAS - of course, lots of cake - booked.  

BURGERS, CHIPS, and other crowd pleasers , booked  

BAR - Beer and soft drinks - of course, booked.  

GRAND DRAW tickets ordered - who will be the lucky winner?  

JUDGES BEING INVITED - MORE NEWS NEXT MONTH  

I M P O R TA N T  
NO DOGS 
ALLOWED 
ON THE 
FIELD 

Sunday 6th July 

CARNIVAL STALL HOLDERS 

Bookings now being taken 
£15 per stall 

 

Phone Eileen 01691 610629 

BUSINESSES, FRIENDS 
OF THE CARNIVAL  

Can you help, please?  
Sponsors required for 

the expensive 
entertainment. 
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Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  
Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 
Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Your Weight 
Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 
*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk 

 What could you gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 = a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £10,950  = a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 

Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, 

Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  

Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 

Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Weight Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 

*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

To visit Michelle phone:  07584 323620 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk / www.angelicyou.co.uk 

What could YOU gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 
= a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  = £10,950  

= a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 
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Transitional May 

When you are labouring in your garden 
in May remember the argument that 
nothing worth having ever comes easi-
ly, but the end result will give great 
pleasure. This thought occurred to me 
because, as the year progresses, the 
endless garden chores can seem a bit 
overwhelming. However, at the end of 
it you can be sure we will come back for 
more. For me, the thing that I find most 
onerous is trying to keep on top of the 
weeds, always vowing to do better but 
always losing. I also hope each year 
that there will not be a prolonged 
drought when the watering starts to be 
a burden. 

There is still some seed sowing in May. I 
will put cauliflowers both summer and 
winter in 40 cell tray inserts in a cold 
frame, followed two weeks later by 
cabbage and kale. Sweetcorn goes into 
small modules (18 to a standard seed 
tray) in the glasshouse, while runner 
beans will go in large modules (12 to a 
seed tray), again in the cold frame. I 
find it better for many things to sow in 
tray inserts or modules rather than di-
rect. The success rate is increased, 
there is much less wastage and thinning 
is avoided. This more than compen-
sates for the time spent planting out. 
The last of the main crop potatoes need 
planting and there will be sowings of 
radish, lettuce and broad beans for suc-
cession. I also choose to sow beetroot 
towards the end of the month. 

May is the month when potting on and 
planting out gets underway. Tomatoes, 
cucumbers, courgette and squash all 
need potting on but kept under glass 
and will grow quickly. In fact, by the 
end of the month courgettes and 
squash will be ready to plant out 
providing you have it on good authority 
that there will be no frost. On that ba-
sis, dahlia tubers and bedding in con-
tainers can also be planted. It is a good 
time to put compost on all soft fruit and 
I will take the precaution mid-month of 
buying vine weevil nematodes. Then, 
just keep weeding, watering and 
spreading Growmore. 

Chrisopher Lloyd claimed that May is 
not a peak month in most gardens. Like 
all things, it depends. Clearly, it is too 
early for bedding to be making a show 
and also for the traditional borders to 
be impressive. However, if you major in 
fairly early flowering shrubs then it will 
be prime time. But then, I don’t think 
he was very keen on rhododendrons. It 
must also be said that May is a danger-
ous month in that the glasshouse will 
be bursting at the seams with young 
plants wanting to go out but the gar-
dener lives in fear that a late frost 
would ruin things. Keep fleece on hand 
to cover the early potatoes and hold off 
on bedding (other than in containers) 
till a bit later.  

Should you have any spare time, use it 
to visit a garden.● 

with Topiarius 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 
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Message from Mark Wright 
(West Mercia Police, Police Constable, Oswestry Rural South)  

I have been out and about in the Llynclys/Porth-y-waen area follow-
ing reports of Anti Social Behaviour (ASB). I have spoken to local 
residents and many youths who where out socialising and enjoying 

a nice evening playing in the park and truck spotting on the A495 (from a safe 
distance). I'm thankful to say all the youths where extremely pleasant, we had a 
great chat about school, hobbies, wagons and ASB.  
RURALMATTERS 
We are working hard to tackle Anti-social behaviour (ASB) in Oswestry Rural 
South and the information provided to us by residents can be essential in taking 
action to make a difference where you live. Some ASB incidents might be an is-
sue for your local council so it may be useful to know to who contact: 

Here are some examples of ASB that we (the Police) want to know about: 
• Fireworks misuse (full laws and guidance on our website) 
• Abandonment of cars 
• Aggressive animals or use of animals in illegal activities  
• Nuisance noise from people being inconsiderate in a public space 
• Indecent, threatening or offensive phone calls 
• Street drinking causing disruptive behaviour 
• Vehicle nuisance such as street racing and riding unlicensed powered vehicles 
 

Here are some examples of ASB that are NOT a police matter 
and your local council could be informed on: 

• Someone blocking your driveway  
• Stray dog that isn’t sick or injured 
• Nuisance noise from pubs and clubs, and construction sites 
• General littering, fly-tipping, hazardous items 
• Neighbour disputes such as loud music or dogs barking, parking, property 

boundaries, overgrowing trees and hedges 
• Trespassing without causing damage or harm 

(Continued on page 19) 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Honorary Patron: Steven Isserlis CBE 
Artistic Director: Sophia Rahman  

Welcome to the Whittington Music Festival 2025! This year’s festival is character-
istically imaginative, a judicious mixture of beloved classics interspersed with the 
new, performed by familiar senior musicians in partnership with young stars of 
the future. We hope that there is something for everyone here; we invite you to 
come and enjoy the delights on offer, and to participate in the festival spirit! 

Steven Isserlis CBE  

Save the Dates! The Whittington Festival will take place from Thursday, May 
15th to Sunday, May 18th 2025. 

Details of the 2025 programme are available on the web site. Festival gift vouch-
ers are available. 

Tickets for early bird bookings (available for supporters) are now on sale. Word 
of mouth is our best form of publicity so please tell your friends and family how 
good it is.    https://www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk/ 

 
WHITTINGTON Car Parking 

• The Castle have outsourced the carpark to a company operating 
number plate recognition. 

• Parking now costs £2 for 24 hours and concessions for Festival 
Pass holders are no longer available.  

• So be sure that you pay at the machine (by card) or in the Castle 
shop/tearoom. 

• Several people were fined £100 at our November fundraising 
concert as they had not seen the notices in the dark. 

 
There is free parking near the Three Trees shop, and if you have a meal 
or a drink at either of the village pubs, the Boote and the White Lion, 
you will be able to leave your car there during the concert.  
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

Full guidance on ASB and the different types can be found at 
www.westmercia.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/asb/asb/antisocial
-behaviour/ 
Or you can find your local council at www.gov.uk. 
Should you have any concerns about potential ASB, or are experiencing ASB 
where you live, please contact your local council or if necessary report it to us:  
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb-v3/report-antisocial-
behaviour/ 
 

In an emergency, if you or your property are at risk, 
or a crime is in progress call 999. 

If you aren’t comfortable contacting us directly, you can pass on information 
anonymously to the independent charity,  

Crimestoppers, by calling 0800 555 111 or by visiting their web-
site: www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

 

Thank you for your help. It is only by the police and the pub-
lic working together that we can prevent and detect crime.  

(Continued from page 17) AntiSocial Behaviour 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell 
Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357 

 

regular monthly meetings in the punch bowl 8pm, first 
monday of the month, except bank holidays, then second 
monday.  

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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WEEKLY FRAUD UPDATE FROM WEST MERCIA POLICE ECONOMIC CRIME UNIT - 
01/04/2025 

WHAT ARE YOUR CHILDREN DOING ONLINE?  
During School holidays children will have more spare time on their hands. 

What’s almost certain is that during the school holidays, they’ll be going online much more 
than in term time … for entertainment, keeping in contact and chatting with their mates, 
gaming, and the multitude of other things kids use the Internet for.  

With all the additional time spent doing more online, how can you be sure that the young 
people in your family are safe from the issues they can encounter every day?   

The Internet lets children connect with friends and learn new things. But there are also 
dangers to going online, and children can be particularly vulnerable. 

Talking to your children is one of the best ways to keep them safe online. By understanding 
the risks, and keeping yourself up to date on the latest technology, websites and social 
networks you can help your children enjoy the Internet safely and securely.  

To help protect your children online:  

• keep computers, phones and games consoles in family rooms where you can monitor 
activity, 

• install parental control software or activate parental controls through your Internet Ser-
vice Provider (ISP) to prevent access to inappropriate content, 

• ‘friend’ or ‘follow’ your child on social networks, so you can see how they're using them, 

• check age restrictions for websites or social networks to make sure your children are 
allowed to join, 

• advise your child not to post personal information, or any images they wouldn’t want 
everyone to see, 

• check their social media accounts’ privacy settings, so their posts are only seen by 
friends and their location isn’t tracked, 

• avoid using webcams, unless talking to close friends or family, and consider covering it 
when not in use, 

• monitor how your children use the Internet and watch for any secretive behaviour  

• encourage your child to be open about what they do online, and who they’re talking to, 

• insist you go with them if they wish to meet online friends face to face, 

• ensure the games your children play online are age appropriate. 
SOURCE: METROPOLITAN POLICE. Please feel free to share these messages with any 
vulnerable friends, relatives or neighbours. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you’ve fallen for fraud - Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or 
via actionfraud.police.uk.  
Fake Text messages can be forwarded to 7726 to help phone providers take early action 
and block numbers that generate spam on their networks. You can also report fraudulent 
mobile calls by texting 7726 with the word “Call” followed by the fraudster’s phone num-
ber. 
Forward Fake Emails received to: report@phishing.gov.uk 
If you think your bank account or personal banking details have been used fraudulently, 
then use the short phone number - 159 - to contact the Fraud Prevention Department of 
most major UK banks. 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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Local health champion publishes report on the 
experiences of using community pharmacies.  
 

Working with NHS Shropshire, Telford and Wre-
kin and the Local Pharmaceutical Committee we developed a survey to ask pa-
tients about both their awareness of enhanced services and their experience of 
using pharmacy services.  

Community pharmacies are offering more services and trying to help take the 
pressure off GP services. These include ‘Pharmacy First’ which provides consulta-
tion services and the supply of appropriate medicines for 7 common conditions 
including earache, sore throat, and urinary tract infections.  

Healthwatch Shropshire wanted to hear from anyone who has used pharmacy 
services for any reason since February 2024.  

The key recommendations are:  

Consider the suggestions for improvement from the public in the report, in par-
ticular what can be done to reduce delays in dispensing medication and increas-
ing access to GP appointments.  

Speak to Pharmacists about their experiences of delivering the Pharmacy First 
service, in particular any issues around staffing capacity and what they think 
would help them to provide this service in a more seamless way that builds pub-
lic confidence.  

Consider how the Pharmacy First service can be promoted more effectively to 
different parts of our population, e.g. young people aged 16+ and those with lim-
ited access or experience of using technology. Where possible involve these 
groups in developing your approach through co-production.  

Ensure there is correct and consistent messaging from GP practice staff and 111 
about the Pharmacy First service and how to access it.  

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Healthwatch Shropshire, said, “We know that a lot 
of work is being done in Shropshire to encourage people to think about where 
they can go for advice and treatment rather than wait for a GP appointment or 
go to A&E. Some people had no idea that they can go to their community phar-
macy and ask to speak to the pharmacist confidentially. The people who had 
used ‘Pharmacy First’ found their local pharmacist convenient and happy to 
help.  We hope this report will make more people aware of the options open to 
them, while highlighting the support pharmacies need to be able to offer these 
services and increase public confidence.”  

The full report can be found here: https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/
report/2025-03-27/shropshire-pharmacy-services-and-consultations  

  Tel: 01743 237884 |        www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk  

https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/report/2025-03-27/shropshire-pharmacy-services-and-consultations
https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/report/2025-03-27/shropshire-pharmacy-services-and-consultations
http://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer this month 3.3 cubic 
meters stove mix offcuts £160.00 
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The Village Home Front - RAF REDNAL 
Yoland Brown 

It seems the war hardly impinged on the people of Ruyton but by 1942 it was very 
different for Rednal, one of the Eleven Towns near West Felton.  

In 1939 in Britain there were around 100 airfields, some just grass runways, and 
by 1945 a further 1,000 had been built.  An uncle of mine was told he had a weak 
heart so they sent him off to mix and lay concrete to build runways. There were 
even men who were told they could not join the forces as they were more valua-
ble as a builder. 

As the Luftwaffe had no idea where Shropshire was, or even that it was on the 
way to Merseyside, RAF Rednal was a good place to train young pilots. When you 
are 18, 19, 20 years old nothing can possibly happen to you - apparently the lads 
at Rednal would ‘play’ dog fights with American trainee fighter pilots from RAF 
Atcham! 

Roger Hampson of Haughton Farm on the edge of Rednal airfield, was just 3 years 
old when he wandered out into the farmyard, and his father was on the other 
side of the yard, when 20 year old Stanley Lister crashed into the barn. Amazingly, 
neither Roger or his father was hurt, unlike the young pilot who died at the scene. 

Once RAF Rednal was up and running, with accommodation for WAF (Women`s 
Air Force) girls on site, the railway company made regular stops at Rednal railway 
station. One night, a group of girls who had been ‘out on the town’ returned and 
had to walk across the railway line to get home. The exact number has been lost 
in time but some of the group lost their lives when hit by an oncoming train.  The 
accident led to a footbridge being erected at Rednal.  

REDNAL AERODROME 

From 1937 the number of planes being built in Britain, and aircrew in training, 
had been increasing at a great rate and in March 1938 the government an-
nounced that £11 million was to be spent building new aerodromes across the 
country. Rednal Aerodrome, was one of those installations. It was not completed 
until 1942 but provided work for many men, and boys still too young to join up. 
Ern Davies remembers how he and hundreds of other builders were still putting 
up sheds when pilots arrived to train as soon as the runways were completed. 
“They were not bad at getting off the ground and flying about - the trouble came 
when the trainees tried to land”. He recalls that piles of sand were left alongside 
the runway. “If a plane crashed-landed and went on fire it was put out with the 
sand and pushed out of the way so the other pilots could carry on training!”  

To be continued  
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Who pays the priest? 
Michael Davie 

As St Michael’s church enters its sixth 
month of vacancy this April, without a 
priest and with no evidence of any-
one in the Diocese showing any inter-
est in our getting one, parishioners 
own thoughts are on the move. The 
main constraints to an appointment 
the availability of clergy and the 
wherewithal to pay them. The two 
may be connected.  

Clergy numbers are falling. There is a 
bulge of retirements presently ongo-
ing and the number of people pre-
senting themselves for ordination is 
only half of what is required. Quantity 
is not the only problem. Clergy like 
the TikTok curate, Pippa White, at 
Whitchurch, aged 29yr, prepared to 
visit and connecting with youngsters 
are a rare breed. Many ordinands are 
middle aged and not in the first flush 
of enthusiasm. During our present 
interregnum, many have commented 
on the quality of preaching by the 
retired clergy, most of whom have 
spent a whole lifetime in the church, 
compared with those of middle age, 
newly qualified. Experience counts.  

Indeed it is surprising that any person 
offers themselves for ordination in 
middle age when the stipend is 
£28,000 per year, with a few perks, 
and the common tenure system may 
mean that you no longer have a job in 
3-5 years. The income of a parish 

priest has declined over the years. It 
is interesting to compare parish fi-
nances in West Felton in 1924 com-
pared with 100 years later. In 1924 
the parish quota (share) was £32-10s-
0d (Heat and light cost much the 
same). In 2024 the share requested is 
£19,500, as 30% contribution towards 
a priest. In 1924 there was no contri-
bution towards the Rector’s salary: it 
all came from tithe. The Rector’s in-
come was reputed to be between 
£500-£1000 per annum. In straight 
adjustment for inflation, £500 is 
equivalent to about £38,000 today. 
This may be misleading. Adjustment 
for labour earnings would suggest an 
income of £500 in around 1930 would 
today would equate to £110,000. In 
the medical profession a GP, ad-
mittedly in the 1930’s, would earn 
about £500; today a full time GP 
would expect a salary approaching 
£100,000/yr.  

Several conclusions can be drawn 
from these comments. The pay of the 
clergy has fallen behind that of com-
parable professions. Inevitably this 
has meant that the quality of those 
applying for ordination has declined. 
It is a measure of how much the 
Church values its clergy in that their 
effective earnings, including perks, 
equates to that of a post recently ad-
vertised for a Net Zero Carbon officer 
for the Diocese when pensions are 
included. Long gone are the days 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Annual property review 
 
 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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prepare for the inevitable war ahead, it was agricultural scientists, chemists and 
engineers who were about to change British agriculture out of all recognition. In 
came fertilizers, pesticides and, where farms were largely still using the power of 
horses, factories changed to producing tractors and mechanised farm imple-
ments. In 1939 the government paid farmers £2 an acre to plough up pasture 
and start planting potatoes, cabbage and root vegetables. The production of po-
tatoes doubled and wheat increased by 2/3, bread and potatoes being the staple 
diet - it was estimated that 1/3 of the population fed on cheap white bread, 
some bacon, margarine and jam, and tea. The Ministry of Agriculture had the 
power to take possession of any land which was not being productive and farm 
workers were a reserved occupation, forbidden by law to leave their jobs. 
649,000 horses worked on the land in 1939, and in 1945 this was reduced to 
545,000, but was still a very large number. As the new tractors were being 
turned out, in 1939 there were 56,000, probably owned by go-ahead farmers, 
and by 1946 there were 203,000, and they were moved around from farm to 
farm. How ironic that the people starting to use these new machines to farm the 
land, would have been Land Army Girls! 

THE WOMEN`S LAND ARMY or LAND GIRLS 

Joining the Women`s Land Army was a way for girls to have some independence, 
work in the fresh air, cold, mud, rain, snow, and more mud!  
The Women`s Land Army had originally been formed during the first world war 
when so many men had left the land to fight in trenches in France and Belgium`s 
farmland.  

When WWII conscription came in, men left the land to join the forces and other 
occupations and, by 1940 over 45,000 men had been taken out of agriculture - 
this at a time when most of the men in a village like Ruyton would have been 
connected to the land in some way, from blacksmiths to general farm workers. 
For many this war was an opportunity to improve themselves as agricultural 
wages were at an all time low. In the summer of 1940, Ernest Bevan, the Minis-
ter of Labour, raised agricultural wages to a minimum of £4 a week and by June 
1943 wages had risen to £5.5 shillings. Food production, after all was a vital mu-
nition of war, keeping the Home Front well fed kept the factories and the manu-
facture of weapons rolling off the production line. 

It is interesting in these days of so much attention to health education, how 
much the subject was promoted during the war - illness meant you could not 
work and this could interfere with production. Also doctors, nurses and hospitals 
were needed to tend those who had been injured by battle and bombs. 

To be continued next month 

(Continued from page 31) The Home Front 
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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when clergy were expected to have a 
degree (originally only from Oxford or 
Cambridge). Indeed West Felton at 
one time had a Rector who was sub-
sequently appointed to the chair of 
Regius Professor of Greek at Cam-
bridge.  

The failure of clergy pay to keep up 
with the times stems from a number 
of causes. Apart from Dioceses 
spending funds on such people as Net 
Zero Carbon officers instead of clergy, 
the source of clergy remuneration has 
altered dramatically. In 1924 the par-
ish quota equated to one quarter of 
the combined collections from St 
Michael’s and St Chad’s. Today it is 
two and quarter times the combined 
collections. The difference can be ex-
plained by the tithe and the glebe. 
Tithe was a much hated tax on land 
to pay the clergy and was redeemed 
in 1936 by the government (Full dis-
closure: my great uncle was a leading 
light in the anti-tithe league). Glebe 
was held by the incumbent of a parish 
to provide an income. Today all glebe 
is held by Dioceses in the Church of 
England.  

The Tithe redemption monies and 
Queen Anne’s Bounty were effective-
ly combined in the Church Commis-
sioners in 1948. Funds held by this 
body totalled £10 billion in 2023. The 
Income in 2023 was £1.92m (1.9%) 
and total return including capital gain 
£345m. According to Church of Eng-

land statistics there were 7670 sti-
pendiary clergy in 2020. If the income 
were allocated to these, each could 
expect to get about £25k from the 
Church commissioners.  Unfortunate-
ly the Commissioners have got tied 
up with providing clergy pensions pre 
1998, climate change, Diversity, 
equality and inclusion and special de-
velopments. The £3.5million given to 
Telford Minster is an example of this. 
At present the support that the 
Church Commissioners give to the 
Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance is 
about £7.5k per priest. The Commis-
sioners decision to transfer 
£100,000,000 to Africa to atone for 
slavery has also caused enormous 
resentment. Questions have been 
raised in the church’s governing body 
about the misallocation of resources 
that could be better applied to clergy 
stipends. 

The funding situation is unlikely to 
change, so parishes must necessarily 
begin to make arrangements for their 
continuation. New practices and du-
ties, better leadership and better allo-
cation of resources will be needed. 
But ideas about that must wait for 
next month.● 

(Continued from page 23 -Who pays the priest? 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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THE HOME FRONT - 80 years ago 

In 2005, for the 60th anniversary of the end of Second 
World War, Yoland Brown, Ruyton XI Towns historian, 
produced a Village Home Front exhibition, showing how 
people lived in villages like Ruyton XI Towns in those 
difficult six years. (Coton, Eardiston, West Felton, Haugh-
ton, Rednal, Ruyton, Shelvock, Shotatton, Sutton, Teds-
more, and Wykey are the eleven townships.)  

Now, for the 80th anniversary she has been publishing in 
her newsletters some of that information, a reminder for 
many of us and possibly new information for others. This 
is a very much abridged version of the work of Yoland 
and her History Soc colleagues. 

THE HOME GUARD - Even as Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain arrived back 
from Munich in September 1938, claiming "Peace in our Time" all sorts of plans 
were being made which would affect everyone for many dark years to come. 
Volunteers signed up for ARP wardens (Air Raid Precautions) but I doubt they 
had a lot to do in our village, except perhaps shouting at people who let a chink 
of light out from their blackout curtains.  Hardly necessary in the countryside. 

The Home Guard, on the other hand, had every ex soldier, and lads too young to 
join up, rushing to join the Home Front - even if they did not have a uniform, gun 
or ammunition for months. In the first week 250,000 men had signed up and by 
the beginning of July the numbers had reached 5,000. Men who worked at the 
Kraft Dairy in RXIT were in a protected occupation and did not have to join the 
services or the Home Guard. The country needed cheese. 

For those who did not go into the forces there was much vital work to be done in 
Britain. Ern Davies was working on a new wing at Ellesmere College when, at the 
outbreak of war, the Ministry called up all builders to work on projects for the 
war effort and Mr. Davies went to work on building Rednal aerodrome and later 
the munitions dumps at Shrawardine. 

FARMING - Before the war, farming had been through a period of acute depres-
sion due, to some extent, to refrigeration. Ships could travel across the world 
and return with frozen meat, refrigerated fruit and vegetables, at a lower price 
than they could be produced in Britain.  Thousands of acres were left to go wild 
and farm workers moved to find work in the towns. 

Research has revealed some interesting statistics which would not have been 
available during the war: When, in the late 1930s, the government started to 

(Continued on page 33) 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Reverend Prebendary David R North 

Many of you will know that I have been under the care of a Cardiologist for some 
years. He has looked after me with great care enabling me to carry on my minis-
try, albeit in a limited way, since I retired. He has now advised me that the time 
has come when I should hang up my robes for good. His advice comes at the 
time when my Permission to Officiate (PtO) expires. A PtO is issued by a Bishop 
to allow clergy to take services. Retired clergy are required to embark on a sig-
nificant amount of work to get the notice renewed.  

I shall therefore not be undertaking any further services from the middle of 
March 2025, other than those few Sunday morning services to which I am com-
mitted between now and the end of April. I have notified the local Funeral Direc-
tors of this decision.  

It is with much sadness that I have taken this step. To be called to serve Our Lord 
through Ordination to the Priesthood is not only an honour but also a privilege. 
Throughout my ministry I have sought to uphold that privilege, even in retire-
ment. I could not however have served Our Lord alone and my thanks are due to 
the countless numbers among you who have striven so marvellously to help and 
guide me along the road.  

I shall of course remain living in Whittington, but I would ask you to respect my 
decision to retire completely.                                       David North 16th March 2025 

Below: Rev’d David as President of Oswestry Show 2022,  
with Chairman, Janet Ward and President’s Consort, Mrs Ruth Roberts.  
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Remembering VE Day – 80 Years On 
On May 8th, 2025, the UK will commemorate the 80th anniversary 

of VE Day, marking the end of World War II in Europe. 
The Second World War generation changed the course of history, and 
commenced the rebuilding of an exhausted country in the post war years. 
These men and women defended the freedoms we enjoy today. 

We remember their service and sacrifice.  

2005 - Twenty years ago, as the Nation celebrated the 60th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe Day, West Felton took the opportunity to thank their 
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On May 8th, 2025, the UK will commemorate the 80th anniversary 

commenced the rebuilding of an exhausted country in the post war years. 

Twenty years ago, as the Nation celebrated the 60th anniversary of 

twelve surviving veterans, eleven men and one woman, Queen Alexan-
dra’s Nursing Officer, Major Barbara Brewster. We had a big party in the 
grounds of the Punch Bowl. Their fascinating stories were published in this 
magazine over the preceding months. They were presented with a special 
medal minted for the occasion and a certificate conveying the gratitude of 
the people of West Felton. The whole village turned out, from the little 
children to their elders. Food and drinks flowed, there was dancing and 
singing and most of all it was made clear to the veterans 
that we recognised them and thanked them for their ser-
vice and our freedom.  


