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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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Coming soon to West Felton ... 

   TUESDAY TOTS    
stay & play group, back in School, 

see page 13 

large.webp
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https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
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6 Feb 25 10- 12noon COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING  

7 Mar25  5:30pm Jack Dent, CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW.  

9 April Easter Bingo, Village Hall  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  51 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

NEW TIMES 
NEW RATES 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell 
Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357 

 

regular monthly meetings in the punch bowl 8pm, first 
monday of the month, except bank holidays, then second 
monday.  

NEW 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £60 
Half page   £90 
Full page   £150 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th FEBRUARY 2025 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9am until 10:30am.  



4 

Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

All Welcome,  
Tea, Coffee & 
Biscuits served 
after service 
 

All enquiries to 
Andrew Kenyon 
07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 

Services to be announced 
 

Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

2nd Feb :  Family Service 

2nd March  :  Family Service 

30th March  : Mothers Day Service 

6th April  :  Family Service 

20th April :  Easter Sunday Service 

with Communion 

4th May  : Family Service 

1st June  : Family Service 

6th July  : Family Service 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 

Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  

Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  

        SALC Area Committee) 

Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 

Cllr Kerry GROVE   01691 611 776  

Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 

Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 

Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 

Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 

Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

11 February 2025 

11 March 2025 

8 April 2025 

13 May 2025 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2024-25 
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PC 21312 Bryant, M: 07773 053015.Direct Dial: 101. 
 Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
PCSO 40373 Stuart Carroll |M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
PCSO Kurt Mabe M: 07870 219669  
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk 
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  
To Contact the Parish Council 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  

Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 

 

Report from Chairman, Cllr John Thornhill 

The January meeting of the Council takes place after the 
production of this Bulletin but there will be a full report 

in the next edition. 
Asset of Community Value - In the last Bulletin I was pleased to 
inform you that the Punch Bowl had been listed as an Asset of 
Community Value (AVC).  I am now sorry to report that the owner 
of the Punch Bowl Inn has requested that Shropshire Council re-
view their decision to list the Punch Bowl as an AVC, and that a 
review will now take place to be completed by 17 February 2025. 

Tedsmore Road Play Area ROSPA annual inspection. A positive 
report from the Royal Society for Prevention of Accidents has been 
received and fully discussed. We have asked the grounds mainte-
nance contractor to look at the moderate risk issues identified on 
the Activity Trail and report back.  

Community Watch Scheme. We received enough volunteers to 
move the project forward and have passed details on to the police 
who have the responsibility for running the scheme. However we 
would like more willing parishioners to join the scheme and ask if 
you would like to be involved please contact the Clerk as above.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, 
a leading landscaping company 

with a reputation for creating truly magnificent and unique gardens 
throughout Shropshire. As true landscaping specialists, we take 
pride in what we do, and work closely with our clients to develop 
inspired concepts, creating exciting, practical garden design. 
Our philosophy is simple: reliability, combined with a professional 
service & value for money.  

 
"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. 
Design is how it works.”  
 
With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ 
we set out the inclusive price. 
 
Quotations are free of charge 
and made at a time to suit you . 
 
 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  

• Patios & all aspects of 
paving  

• Fencing and trellises  

• Driveways and paths  

• Garden walls, brickwork,      
rendering 

• Turf laying and artificial grass  

• Decking 

• Indian stone 

• Natural stone paving  

E:shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 
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CHRISTMAS TRIVIA - answers 
1. The Twelve Days of Christmas finishes on which date traditionally?  January 5th 

2. Which of Santa’s reindeer comes first alphabetically? Blitzen 

3. The Trafalgar Square Christmas Tree is a gift from which city to London, a 
longstanding tradition since 1947? Oslo, Norway 

4. If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star sign? Capricorn 

5. The original name for mistletoe was mistaltan. With ‘Tan’ coming from the Anglo 
Saxon word for stick, mistletoe literally translates to what on a stick?  Dung 

6. How do you say ‘Merry Christmas’ in Spanish? Feliz Navidad 

7. Which country is Europe’s largest exporter of natural Christmas trees? Denmark 

8. What do elves typically have on their shoes? Bells 

9. What colour suit did Santa Claus originally wear before the iconic red suit? Green 
or Brown or Blue. 

10.What type of bird usually appears on Christmas cards? Robins 

11.What gifts did the three wise men give Jesus?  Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 

12.What are small, inexpensive gifts usually called? Stocking Fillers 

13.Which reindeer’s name means ‘thunder’? Donner 

14.In which modern-day country was Saint Nicholas born?  Turkey 

15.What’s the main colour of the berries of the mistletoe plant?  White 

16.Which country is credited with the creation of the Christmas beverage, eggnog? 
England 

17.What is the last day of Advent? 24th December 

18.In Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, how many ghosts visit Scrooge? Four 

19.In “A Christmas Carol”, what does Scrooge have for his Christmas dinner? Gruel 

20.Which country is known for its tradition of a “witch” delivering presents to chil-
dren at Christmas? Italy - La Befana 

21.Which saint’s day is celebrated on 26th December?  St Stephen 

22.In which ocean can you find Christmas Island? Indian Ocean 

23.What time is the King’s speech usually broadcast on Christmas Day?  3pm 

24.How many Scrabble points for the word ‘Christmas’?  16 

25.Where is the tradition of filling children’s clogs with candy?  The Netherlands 

26.Which most popular toy of 1980 was designed by a professor of architecture in 
Budapest to teach his students about spatial awareness?  Rubik’s Cube 
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Annual property review 
2024 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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Neighbourhood Plan. We are still considering moving forward with 
a Neighbourhood Plan and investigating the availability of funding 
to support such a development. 

Conservation Area signs. A meeting has at last been arranged with 
relevant Shropshire Council Traffic managers to consider the place-
ment and nature of Conservation signage to identity the area.  

Tree Condition & Amenity Assessment report.  Tree surveys have 
been undertaken in the area and will be considered at the January 
meeting.  

Community engagement.  We are moving forward with our Com-
munity Engagement Programme scheme to ensure we engage 
more effectively with our parishioners.  A detailed report will be 
published later but your views are most welcome.   

Flooding in West Felton.  The recent bad weather has had an ad-
verse impact and the Council will consider the problem, possible 

causes, and how we can best assist residents affected. 

(Continued from page 7) Parish Council 

Road Closure:   
Unnamed road Rednal Mill Rail Bridge, Queens Head 
Start Date: 12th February 2025, End Date: 13th February 2025 
Purpose: Road Closure - Detail examination of underbridge. Working 
times 23:00 - 06:00.   Works Promoter:  Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd 
Works Promoter Ref: KL431WSJ18478120225MP-01 
Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road Rednal Mill Rail Bridge, 
Queens Head: 23.00 - 06.00hrs.   
You can view the closure and diversion route at 

https://one.network/?tm=140996181 
 

Should you have any queries regarding this closure, 
please call Customer Services on 0345 6789006, or  

contact the Street Works Team on streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk. 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

Update from the Village Hall Committee  

 
Upcoming events in the village hall include: 
 

 Jack Dent Children's Magic Show on the 7th of March starting 
at 5.30pm. Please can all parents and grandparents purchase 
tickets for the children as soon as possible, so that the com-
mittee can plan around numbers attending. 

 
 The following month we have our annual Easter Bingo event - 

please put this on your calendars for 9th of April.  

On a not so positive note the hall was targeted by graffiti artists 
over the Christmas period. 

Fortunately this has been cleaned off. We hope that there are no 
further occurrences of this nature. 

WEST MERCIA POLICE & CRIME 
COMMISSIONER’S NEWSLETTER 

 

In his latest newsletter Police and Crime Commissioner, John Campion, 
amongst many other initiatives, particularly stated that, “Improving 
safety on our roads and reducing the harm caused on them is another 
key element within my plan. Whilst the latest figures show deaths on 
our roads are relatively few compared to other forces of a similar size, 
one fatal collision is one too many. That's why I continue to invest in 
the latest technology to support roads policing in the area.” 
 
During the past three years 20 people have been killed on the roads in 
Shropshire by speeding drivers. A further 123 people have suffered 
serious injuries where speeding or inappropriate speed was noted as a 
contributory factor. “That’s why I’ve invested in the latest TruCam 
technology to support local policing teams.” 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

MAY 2025 
Over the past months we have been able to see 
much more clearly the working of our West Felton Parish Council from the  
reports in this magazine.  It has been very interesting, hasn’t it?  Perhaps it 
made you think, “I would like to be involved in parish affairs like that” ? 

Why be a Parish Councillor? 

If you care about your local community, West Felton Parish Council needs 
you. 

Being a councillor is a varied and highly fulfilling role. You don’t need any ex-
perience or special qualifications, and you’ll gain lots of new skills, experi-
ence, knowledge, and confidence. 

Young people are especially welcome. 

Of course, you are busy with work and family life, but quite often councillors 
say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week. Obviously, 
there are some councillors who spend more time than this – and some less, 
but in the main, being a local councillor is an enjoyable way of contributing 
to your community and helping to make it a better place to live and work.  

Being a councillor is all about giving back to your community by bringing your 
energy, passion, and hard-working attitude. People from all backgrounds 
and experiences who reflect the communities they serve are needed to put 
themselves forward.  

Am I qualified? 
To be able to stand as a candidate at a parish council election you must be 
at least 18 years old; be a British citizen, and live in the area. There are spe-
cific rules around candidacy.  All you need to do is contact Rosemary, the 
Parish Clerk, or any of the West Felton councillors they will give you all the 
help you need. 

To contact the Parish Council: 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person and you will be taken 
to an email contact form to write to them. 

 A reminder 
from the editor  
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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Hello everyone, 

A group of villagers has organised and put themselves forward to start a Communi-
ty Speed Watch in the village, which is highly commendable. 

I have sent out the forms to those involved for the vetting process which needs to 
be done before any further action can go forward. 

This is a simple form which only needs two sections filling in (the second and third 
sections).  

I will then attend that person’s home and verify that they are who they say they are 
by way of viewing their driving licence or passport. 

Unfortunately, I have only had one form filled out and collected by myself (which is 
awaiting the rest to be completed before being sent), and one reply stating that 
they have received the request and will contact me when it is ready. 

I will need ALL the forms to go as one package or it will take even longer to pro-
cess. The process can be quite lengthy at the best of times. 

If you are one of the group who wants to start the process, 
please check your email spam and inboxes 

and print off the form, and fill it in. 
It is literally five minutes work and a further five minutes for me 

to do the verification process (unless you offer me tea !!!) 
 

Drop me an email when ready to kurt.mabe@westmercia.police.uk  with your 
address and mobile number. I’ll contact you to arrange collection at your conven-
ience.                               Kurt Mabe, Oswestry SNT 

Kurt Mabe 
Oswestry Rural South safer neighbourhood team 

• Community Speed Watch 
is an educational scheme 
to help people reduce 
speeding traffic though 
their community. 

• Community Speed Watch 
is a volunteer programme 
run by Oswestry SNT to 
enable local people to be 
actively involved in reduc-
ing speeding in their area.  

Have you got a few hours to give to 
increasing public awareness of 

inappropriate speed on our roads? 
 

Apply now to help reduce accidents and 
improve the quality of life in West Felton. 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
15 

’ ?

12-3pm Sunday Carvery  
on February 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd  

Booking is advised 
for all reservations or tickets call 

Sally 07543 040618 
 

W e d n e s d a y  1 2 t h   L a d i e s  D a r t s  
F r i d a y    2 1 s t  B i n g o  
W e d n e s d a y  2 8 t h   L a d i e s  D a r t s  

  Tu e s d a y  To t s   
At West Felton Primary and Nursery 

 

• Every term time Tuesday 9:15 - 10:30 

• Come and meet our friendly nursery staff, chat with other par-

ents and give children the opportunity to play with other chil-

dren. 

• Hot drinks available for parents (please bring a lidded travelmug).  

• Snacks and drinks provided for children. (£1 voluntary donation).  

• Crafts and other activities provided each week. 

• No need to book.  

• Suitable for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. 

• Childminders also welcome 

Preparing for life in all its fullness  

Dignity-Community-Kindness-Aspiration  
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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WHITTINGTON MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Whittington Music Festival takes place each May and brings international mu-
sicians to North Shropshire playing in a series of concerts. 

Save the Dates! The Whittington Festival will take place from Thursday, May 
15th to Sunday, May 18th 2025. 

Details of the 2025 programme are available on the web site  

https://www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk/ 

Details of the artists are also available online. 

Fund raising concert 'Whittington in Winter' 
 Renowned baritone Peter Edge is travelling straight from the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden to give a recital. Come and hear English songs, and 

arias from your favourite operas at 3pm on Saturday 8 February.  
Peter will be accompanied by pianist Martin Bussey. 

Proceeds will support the festival. Details on the web site. 

Wilfred Owen Festival 2025 
March 15th - March 23rd 

The Wilfred Owen Festival 2025 is dedicated to honouring the life and works of 
the renowned poet and soldier in the town of his birth. It follows on from the 
festival in 2018, during the worldwide Centenary Commemorations of the end 
of World War One, marking his death just days before the cessation of hostili-
ties in November 1918. 

Classical Music Concert  
Sunday 23 March 2025 at 7:30pm,  Christ Church, Oswestry SY11 1JN 

 

A  c o n c e r t  f o r  P e a c e  &  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
directed by Christopher Symons and featuring 

the Wilfred Owen String Quartet of instruments.  
 

These were made from the wood of a sycamore tree at  
Craiglockhart Hospital where Wilfred Owen and 

Siegfried Sassoon were patients together. 
The instruments are joined by a violin played in Auschwitz. 

 

For ticket sales (£15) and further information about the festival go to 
wilfredowenfestival.co.uk 

(For more Wilfred Owen  events  see web site above). 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Mortgages & Equity 
Release 
 

Protection 

 
Care Fees Planning 

Pensions & Retirement 
planning 
 

Inheritance tax & estate 
planning 
 

Tax efficient savings & 
investments 

Paul Humphreys DipFA, MILIBF 
Financial Planning Consultant 
Book your FREE initial financial consultation 
T: 01691 652233  
E: paul.humphreys@quilterfa.com 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greet-

ing cards, and craft 

items. 

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE 

MORNING  
 

Come and meet 
the neighbours. 
 
Thursday, 6th February 
 

10-12noon in the village hall 
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee, biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra 

Personal Assistance Required.  
 

Maximum 10 hours per week (can be Flexible) 
14 nights sleep-over per annum in own home. 

Based near West Felton - SY11 4HG 
£16 per hour - Self Employed. 

 

Felicity is a 45 year old lady with  some slight special needs and mobility 
problems, she needs more companionship and support than care, 

her interests are crafting, charity fundraising, and animals. 
She also likes to have regular outings (visits, lunch etc)  

and to attend local social events. 
 

The successful candidate will need to be patient, 
understanding and have a positive outlook. 

Some experience with disability would be an advantage. 
Would need to be able to transport Felicity and her motorized wheelchair. 

 

Please apply to Caroline Chenery - 01691 610401 
or caroline_chenery@hotmail.co.uk 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
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ing that the church was there and 
represented a cohesive force for 
families and villages. The church is, 
as the sociologist David Martin 
wrote, “a visible sign of continuity, 
(an) anchor of space and time”. Fam-
ilies would tend to support the 
church. Competition arose between 
local churches in order to ensure 
that ‘your’ church did not let the side 
down.  

With farms becoming bigger and 
equipment more specialised, the 
families that supported the commu-
nity and the tradesmen, with the 
skills that they gave to the area, de-
clined. The new inhabitants who re-
placed the old families had less rea-
son to support the church. Many 
may only stay in a community for a 
short time before their occupation 
takes them elsewhere. The affection 
for the church fades, although the 
mention of a church in an estate 
agent’s brochure may have a positive 
effect on house prices. In the face of 
these challenges the role of the 
country church becomes less distinct. 
They may host other enterprises 
such as shops or post offices, but 
their architecture with high ceilings 
does not lend itself to comfort.  

Any change, be it the pencil chewing 
churchwarden at one extreme to the 
builder wishing to convert the church 
to another use at the other, is imme-

diately brought up against planning 
regulations. Churches are often listed 
buildings. This usually means that 
anything that might be done is going 
to cost a great deal more in order to 
satisfy all the interested bodies such 
as English Heritage and the Victorian 
society. All usually have expensive 
recommendations. Unlike France 
where the state has responsibility for 
churches, although church and state 
were separated in 1905, the British 
government has no responsibility for 
churches. Even worse it is likely that 
the present government will abolish 
the right to claim back VAT on any 
church repairs. There are charities 
which help with preservation of 
churches although most expect the 
local church to raise 50% minimum 
of the total cost.  

St Michael’s, in common with many 
churches, is in need of maintenance. 
The cost is likely to exceed £40,000 
(including VAT) by the time the nec-
essary architect has overlooked all 
the application and advised on the 
methods and materials to be used, 
the planning process has been com-
pleted and the necessary quotes ob-
tained. And then comes the matter 
of writing to charities to ask for their 
help. The repairs to St Michael’s may 
come to 0.005% of the cost of the 
repairs to Notre Dâme, but it still 

seems a lot of money. 

(Continued from page 37) Value of a Church 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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Happy New Year from the Carnival Committee! 
The Christmas  tree managed to weather the storm!  
A big thank you to everyone who helped to reinforce 

the base for this year’s tree. 
 

The date for the 2025 Carnival is Sunday 6th July. 
 

We’ve heard rumours that meetings are already happening 
to discuss float ideas! 

 

If you would like to keep up to date with what’s happening, 
or are interested in having a stall, 

participating in the parade or on stage, 
please follow our Facebook page ‘West Felton Carnival’.  

 

We look forward to making 2025 the best Carnival yet! 

West Felton 
Sunday 
6th July 

 

Missing Policeman? 
 

Thanks to the community minded 
neighbours who reported missing 
Bob the ‘policeman’ stationed near 
the school, the mystery has been 
solved. 

We thought he might have gone 
home for Christmas, but, no, we 
are assured by Kurt, our local 
PCSO - Bob has  been trans-
ferred to another school! 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  
Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 
Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Your Weight 
Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 
*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk 

 What could you gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 = a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £10,950  = a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 

Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, 

Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  

Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 

Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Weight Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 

*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk / www.angelicyou.co.uk 

What could YOU gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 
= a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  = £10,950  

= a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 
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VALUE OF A CHURCH? 
Michael Davie 
As a churchwarden chews the end of 
his pencil wondering what to enter 
into the various boxes of the Dioce-
san faculty form, a necessary prel-
ude to any church repairs, he is inev-
itably given to wonder what is the 
value of a church.  He is not alone in 
this. Many wardens looking after 
grade II* listed churches have similar 
feelings as they struggle not only to 
complete the form – even to the ex-
tent of specifying the mix of lime 
mortar required – but also to con-
template whence the money to do 
the repairs will be found.  

Unsurprisingly given recent news 
items, his mind turned to Notre 
Dâme which was recently fully re-
stored within a five year period after 
a disastrous fire. Three items took 
his attention. First, the French state 
immediately said that it would be 
rebuilt and underwrote the cost. 
Even more fortunate was that mon-
ey flowed in from around the world 
to meet the eventual cost of around 
£800m. Finally the whole restoration 
was done in 5 years. Such a time 
span would be unthinkable in this 
country. It would take longer than 
that the get the planning permission. 

There are those who feel that church 
buildings detract from what we 
should be worshipping. Evangelicals 
are not particularly attracted to 

buildings, citing the words of St Paul 
‘Ye are the body of Christ and mem-
bers in particular’ and ‘.we being 
many are one body in Christ, and 
every one member of another’. The 
remarkable response to the destruc-
tion of Notre Dâme does neverthe-
less reveal the feeling that a building 
is a potent symbol. Buildings are 
seen as a witness to a Higher Author-
ity, not only in the Christian religion, 
but in others such as the Sikh Gurd-
wara, the Muslim Mosque and the 
Jewish Temple. Church buildings do 
attract people, often the more or-
nate the greater the attraction. In 
England cathedrals are one of the 
few Christian venues actually show-
ing an increase in attendances.  

Country churches, standing serenely 
over a churchyard, filled with grave-
stones dating back centuries often 
evoke long memories in local people. 
Urban churches, which may be lost 
amidst a welter of shops and busi-
nesses make a lesser impression, 
though their interiors may be no less 
beautiful. The country church used 
to draw its strength from the sup-
port of the local community, many 
families of which had been living in 
the area for centuries. Successive 
generations had been baptised, con-
firmed, married in church and rela-
tions contributed to the inhabitants 
of the churchyard. There was a feel-

(Continued on page 39) 



36 

 

JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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West Felton Village Hall presents 

 

CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW  
with Jack Dent 

Friday, 7th March, 5:30 - 6:30pm 
Tickets Children £2.50 - Adults free 
PLEASE NOTE 

• no unaccompanied children 
• (or unaccompanied adults). 
• Tickets will be available from the Shop, 
• the School and Eileen (610629) 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  
ALL ticket purchases are CASH ONLY  
whether in Shop, School or from Eileen. 
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your 
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 
michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 
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Drama - workshops - 
Shakespeare & more 

FREE - JUNIOR MASK AND PUPPET MAKING 

 WORKSHOPS  
 

Creative theatre workshops using masks and 
puppetry to create a performance 

over three days. 
Led by theatre professionals from 
Montgomeryshire Youth Theatre 

and  
Vagabondi Puppets 

 

AGES 8 – 17 working in two age groups 
February 19/20/21 in Open Space Studios 

10am – 4pm 
The workshops are FREE but please register 

to secure a place. 
 

You can sign up on Ticketsource, QR code below, or contact  

Pam Johnson       stagefivetheatre@gmail.com 
or 07814489713 www.stagefivetheatre.co.uk 

mailto:stagefivetheatre@gmail.com
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stage-five-theatre/junior-drama-workshop-for-ages-11-17/2024-08-13/10:00/t-vvdxymz
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SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY 
Specialists in Home, Business &  

Farm Security Systems… 

The presence of CCTV cameras is 
a significant deterrent to burglars 
and vandals. Criminals are less 
likely to target a property if they 
know they are being watched. 
Strategically placed cameras 
covering entry points such as 
doors and windows, as well as 
areas like driveways and 
garages, can provide 
comprehensive coverage. 
Visible cameras and signs 
indicating surveillance can fur-
ther discourage criminal activity. 

• CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS 
• STARLINK INSTALLATION 
• WI-FI EXTENSION        

SERVICES 
• GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS 
 

T: 07719 331357  
E: SecureLifeTech@hotmail.com  
https://securealarmcctv.com 
 
Contact us today to arrange 
a free no obligation quote.  

SPECIALIST FOOT CARE 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 Nail trimming  * Corn removal  

 Diabetic Foot Check 

 Warm Wax Therapy 

 Cracked Heel Treatment  

 Ingrowing Toe Nails  

E: amypate92@yahoo.co.uk   07943 869164 

Amy Pate - Foot Health practitioner/chiropodist 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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Winter winds 

Some years ago, I remarked that there 
seemed to have been more windy days 
than usual. The last couple of years has 
certainly confirmed that suspicion, at 
least for where I garden. In the last two 
autumn storms, I was somewhat sur-
prised, but much relieved, that we only 
suffered minor damage as I was con-
vinced that we must lose at least a part 
of a large tree. However, even minor 
damage adds to the work load and we 
had more than enough small branches 
to clear up as well as wayward pots to 
retrieve. If indeed there is an increase 
in strong winds, what does it mean for 
the gardener? By far the biggest thing 
would be increased risk of structural 
damage, but it also means that we 
might need to pay more attention to 
staking vulnerable plants and perhaps 
give thought to deliberately introducing 
tough plants to act as windbreaks. Or 
perhaps the plants will react by stiffen-
ing their resolve. 

The first jobs for February will be to 
keep out of the wind and anything else 
nasty the weather may throw at us and 
do the glasshouse spring cleaning, even 
if it is not actually spring. There is a 
feeling of satisfaction in seeing every-
thing tidy, no cobwebs and clean glass. 
With that done, my attention will turn 
to sharpening tools. I see this as being 
divided into two groups: the really 
sharp tools such as knives and seca-
teurs and the relatively blunt things like 

spades and hoes. You possibly could 
need to start with a grindstone for bad-
ly damaged cutting instruments but 
generally they can be dealt with using a 
whetstone or a diamond coated sharp-
ening tool. Nowadays, I usually use a 
diamond tool. Incidentally, whet does 
not mean wet but is from the old Eng-
lish meaning to sharpen or encourage. I 
like the idea of encouraging the tools. 
Spades and hoes are readily dealt with 
using a flat file but there are some de-
signs of hoe that need a rather large 
round file. I find that axes fall a bit be-
tween the two types as they should be 
fairly sharp but usually need some sur-
gery from a file or grindstone. Perhaps I 
illtreat mine.  

People vary somewhat in their opinion 
as to when garlic should be planted 
with many favouring Autumn. Howev-
er, I have usually been of the Spring 
brigade but this year will go for early 
February, which in a sense is a compro-
mise between the two. Again, I will be 
planting cloves in 11 cm plastic rings 
(cut from drain pipe) filled with com-
post as I have found this to work well 
for avoiding fungal diseases. 

As the month progresses, the spring 
cleaning can progress outside to clear-
ing debris from paths and tidying pots. 
It will then be time to cut out autumn 
raspberry canes and set mouse traps in 
the glasshouse if not done already. It is 
nearly spring so review the actions 

from the July assessment. 

with Topiarius 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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Christmas lunch at The Queen’s Head: thanks to Sally W for organising. Excel-
lent food and company. 

Upcoming: Sat Feb 8th Ally Glass Studio creative event afternoon, using the 
£100 2024 bursary, includes making a necklace and a 30-minute talk. Members 
to pay only £2. 

Next year’s programme is being finalised. Any member with brilliant ideas to 
suggest for speakers etc., or outdoor meetings, to see Jo L as soon as possible. 
The booklet goes to the printers in February. 

2025 Bursary: Applications for WFWI bursary (£100) to be decided in March, 
members invited to apply for funding towards an educational course or event. 

Shoeboxes: Marian thanked all members who contributed to the Shoebox Ap-
peal and helped with postage costs. Boxes will be sent out internationally to 
those in need. 

December Speaker: Rhian welcomed Liz Wilson from Ma Baker, a specialist bak-
ery in Overton-on-Dee, who demonstrated her bread-making skills and told the 
story of her journey from Australia to London to Overton near Wrexham. She 
demonstrated how to kneed the dough and gave us plenty of hints and tips on 
how to make the perfect loaf. The samples provided were delicious! She also 
runs various breadmaking courses at the bakery.  

Next meeting: 9th January, 7pm in the village hall, will be a Members’ Night. A 
social evening with no guest speaker. 

February meeting - 13th February, 7pm, in the village hall. Claire Tatler will be 
guest speaker on the subject of Gardening in Historic Places. Claire, who lives in 
Much Wenlock, has a Masters in Horticulture (MHort), passing with distinction, 
and is currently the Head Gardener at Wollerton Old Hall. She was awarded the 
Chittenden Memorial Prize by the Royal Horticultural Society for graduating top 
of her cohort. She previously worked at Combermere Abbey, Elton Hall and the 
National Trust in Herefordshire (The Weir). 

(Continued from page 31)WFWI 

“When you are asked if you can do a job, tell ’em, ‘Certainly I can!’ 
Then get busy and find out how to do it.” —Theodore Roosevelt  
 
“Anyone can do any amount of work, provided it isn’t the work he’s 
supposed to be doing at that moment.” —Robert Benchley  
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Oswestry and Borders Foodbank 

Helping local people in crisis 
Liz Jermy - project manager 

Oswestry and Borders Foodbank, 
56-58 Beatrice Street, Oswestry, SY11 2SL 

 https://oswestryandborders.foodbank.org.uk/ 
 

The Oswestry and Borders food bank made 215 Christmas hampers filled 
with food goodies, toiletries, gifts and toys as well as treats for pets. They 
were made as bespoke as possible and were all collected by agencies and 
schools: agencies such as housing, family nurses, health visitors, Early Help 
teams and social workers. Every hamper had supermarket vouchers included, 
either from Morrisons for Oswestry families or Tesco if they lived in Elles-
mere and surrounding area. The vouchers ranged from £10 for a single per-
son to £50 for a family of 9 +. 

Whilst the hampers were being made by volunteer teams at Cabin lane, the 
foodbank continued to be operated for emergency food parcels, led by the 
deputy manager Susannah. The volunteers have worked incredibly hard and 
have made up hundreds of emergency food packs in the last couple of weeks 
alone and the support services have been greatly in demand in number 58 - 
Samaritans, Women's Aid, Citizens Advice and mental health. 

Our building number 58 is key to helping people move out of the situa-
tions they find themselves in and there have been some real achievements in 
this. 

We have a further year of funding for number 58 and we are praying that it is 
able to continue and I will be busy looking for funders in the new year. We 
are so grateful to all the people who continue to donate food, money and 
time. 

Bless you and thank you once again for your generous and kind hearts in re-
membering the most needy in our communities. 

Sincerely, Liz                                   

“To make life a little better for people less fortunate than you. 
That’s what I think a meaningful life is, living not for oneself but for 

one’s community.” —Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
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WEST FELTON WI (WFWI)
New President Rhian welcomed members 

to the December meeting,  
  including two visitors, Carol and Diana.  

 

Ann Hampson expressed thanks for the brooch and 
plant which she received for her four decades of dedication to the Committee.  

Clare Harrison, the Pembrokeshire-based soprano soloist who entertained in 
November wrote to say how much she enjoyed the evening and would be happy 
to return.  

Treasurer’s report - Annual accounts completed and sent off to the independent 
financial examiner.  

Subscriptions: Annual subscriptions due on April 1st 2025 would have been £51 
but WFWI have decided to subsidise each member by £6 so they will pay £45 
this renewal. This decision will be reviewed for coming years. 

The bank balance is healthy but National Federation strongly recommends that 
institutes have two years’ worth of running costs in reserve, therefore members 
were reminded of the importance of fundraising throughout the year. 

IMPORTANT: Bank details: The change to Lloyds Bank was discussed. Members 
were reminded to note the new Lloyds details for future payments, and to de-
lete Barclays Bank details. Thanks to June for organising the transition. 

Christmas Fayre: Success! Sorters and sellers and cake bakers and rat makers! 
Huge thanks. Feedback welcome to further improve the next one in 2026, The 
income was welcome; it must cover two years expenditure on speakers, outings 
etc. Thanks to local businesses for their support, Morrison’s and Battams the 
Butchers. 

Projector screen: Village Hall Committee has granted permission for the installa-
tion of a new screen. WFWI to cover all costs, purchase the screen, take down 
the old and put up new wider screen. A grant to cover most of the costs has 
been awarded by West Felton Parish Council. 

Update on boosting WIFI signal: The Village Hall committee is looking into this 
and thanked WI for their efforts. Repeater needed to boost the signal. 

Events since November’s meeting: Members attended the North Shropshire 
Group Carol Service at St Martin’s Church in Gobowen. Kathy B gave a reading, 
thank you. 
 

(Continued on page 33) 
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AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

TAYLOR  

MA ID  
DO YOU REQUIRE 
A RELIABLE, HONEST  
PERSON TO HELP  
WITH: 
■  General  housework  
■  Cleaning  
■  Gardening  
■  Dog walking  
■  Trips  to  shops or  doctors  
 

CRB checked. 

Three references available. 

01 691 610 782 
07 484 140 470  
£11 per hour 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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West Felton CofE Primary School 
News from Beech Class 

Beech class is made up of 
children in Years 2 and 3.  

During the Autumn term, Beech class learnt about Attingham 
Park. In Geography, we studied a map of the British Isles, 
identifying countries and cities where we live. We also devel-
oped our field work skills, followed compass directions and 
looked at our map skills, using symbols, co-ordinates and 
keys. In History, we looked at how Attingham Park has 
changed over the years. We enjoyed a trip to Attingham Park 
which supported our learning in class. 
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The children continue to use Emile - an online spelling 
programme which exposes children to new words, in-
cluding their rules and patterns and supports children’s 
spelling abilities. Each week there is an ‘Emile of the 
Week’ certificate presented to a member of each class 
throughout the school.  

We are looking forward to a fun-filled Spring term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be learning about Ancient Egypt and are exciting-
ly awaiting an ’Unwrapping Ancient Egypt’ workshop led 
by Shrewsbury museum.  

This workshop will help us to explore our topic of Ancient 
Egypt through an exploration of the ancient world of the 
Pharaohs.  

We will be given opportunities to handle artefacts and 
look at papyrus from Egypt. The children will meet some 
of the individuals from the Egyptian society and learn 
about their religious beliefs.  

Finally, we will decode some Ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphics. There may even be a mummification as we 
learn about the embalming process! 


