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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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19 Dec 
Thursday 3pm - CHRISTINGLE in West Felton CofE School  - 
all the community are welcome. 

 

24 Dec Tues 4pm CHRISTINGLE at WHITTINGTON CHURCH  

24 Dec Tues 10pm CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE St Michael’s Parish Church  

25 Dec 10am  PRADOE CHURCH CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE  

2025   

9 Jan  10- 12noon COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING  

7 Mar25  5:30pm Jack Dent, CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW.  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  51 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

NEW TIMES 
NEW RATES 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell 
Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357 

 

regular monthly meetings in the punch bowl 8pm, first 
monday of the month, except bank holidays, then second 
monday.  
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £60 
Half page   £90 
Full page   £150 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th JANUARY 2025 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9am until 10:30am.  



 
4 

 

Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  
please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   
Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  
the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

To all our customers and friends 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

All Welcome,  
Tea, Coffee & 
Biscuits served 
after service 
 

All enquiries to 
Andrew Kenyon 
07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 

Services to be announced 
 

Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

Sun 5 Jan 2025 (Plough Sunday) 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  

SALC Area Comm) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Kerry GROVE   01691 611 776  
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

14 January 2025 
11 February 2025 
11 March 2025 

8 April 2025 
13 May 2025 

Road Closure:   
Unnamed road Rednal Mill Rail Bridge, Queens Head 
Start Date: 12th February 2025, End Date: 13th February 2025 
Purpose: Road Closure - Detail examination of underbridge. Working 
times 23:00 - 06:00.   Works Promoter:   Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd 
Works Promoter Ref: KL431WSJ18478120225MP-01 
Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road Rednal Mill Rail Bridge, Queens 
Head: 23.00 - 06.00hrs.   
You can view the closure and diversion route at 

https://one.network/?tm=140996181 
 

Should you have any queries regarding this closure, 
please call Customer Services on 0345 6789006, or  

contact the Street Works Team on streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2024-25 



 
6 

 

51 

 

PC 21312 Bryant, M: 07773 053015.Direct Dial: 101. 
 Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
PCSO 40373 Stuart Carroll |M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
PCSO Kurt Mabe M: 07870 219669  
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk 
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  
The December Parish Council meeting was held after the printer’s deadline 

for this month’s magazine  - the report will appear next month. 

To Contact the Parish Council 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  

Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 

As the Parish Council is not held until after the copy date for the maga-
zine there is little to report.  However I am delighted to say that our pro-
posal that the Punch Bowl pub be made an Asset of Community Value 
(ACV) has been agreed by Shropshire Council.  Further information on the 
value of ACVs can be found here https://mycommunity.org.uk/what-are
-assets-of-community-value-acv. 

It was pleasing to see so many attending the switching on of the Christ-
mas tree lights. Congratulations to those who organised the event which I 
am sure gave pleasure to many including the children who were there 
and had contributed to the excellent tree decorations.  Thanks also to the 
Porthywaen Silver Band who played carols to remind us of the true pur-
pose of Christmas, and to the Punch Bowl for allowing Father Christmas 
to visit our village to meet our children; and arranged a ‘Chippie.’  I en-
joyed one of the best fish and chip suppers for a long while. 

I also visited the Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall.  The array of crafts 
was of a very high standard and the Mead I won in a raffle and the sand-
wich cake were well relished in this wintry weather.  The coffee morning 
was a good introduction to the spirit and enjoyment of Christmas giving 
me an opportunity to buy some beautiful Christmas cards. 

These events are a testament to the talents we have among our parish-
ioners.  Thank you all for what you do. I encourage more to join in these 
important events.  I wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas. 

John Thornhill, Chairman, West Felton Parish Council 

https://mycommunity.org.uk/what-are-assets-of-community-value-acv
https://mycommunity.org.uk/what-are-assets-of-community-value-acv
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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17.What is the last day of Advent? 

18.In Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, how many 
ghosts visit Scrooge? 

19.In “A Christmas Carol”, what does Scrooge have for 
his Christmas dinner? 

20.Which country is known for its tradition of a “witch” 
delivering presents to children at Christmas? 

21.Which saint’s day is celebrated on 26th December? 

22.In which ocean can you find Christmas Island? 

23.What time is the King’s speech usually broadcast on 
Christmas Day? 

24.How many Scrabble points for the word ‘Christmas’? 

25.Where is the tradition of filling children’s clogs with 
candy? 

26.Which most popular toy of 1980 was designed by a 
professor of architecture in Budapest to teach his 
students about spatial awareness? 

(Continued from page 45) 

Answers 
next 

month 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greet-

ing cards, and craft 

items. 

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING  

 

Happy New Year! 
 
Come and meet the 
neighbours. 
 
Thursday, 9th January 
 

10-12noon in the village hall 
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee, biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra 

Carols at St Michael’s Parish Church 

The formal, traditional Carol Service on 1st December featured the chil-

dren’s choir from Packwood School and was declared a wonderful event, 

much enjoyed by the congregation who filled the church. 

In spite of storm Darragh, the church was again full of music and mean-

ingful readings on the afternoon of Sunday 8th for the Community Carol 

Service. Carols that raised the roof; stories that amused, I don’t think 

any of us will sing Away in a Manger again without a smile, thanks to 

‘Wayne’. At ‘great expense’, we were told, there was a BOY BAND! 

Called The Three Gentlemen, they sang beautifully. 

Afterwards delicious refreshments for the happy social gathering of 

friends and neighbours.  

From all at your parish church: 

“Write it on your heart 
that every day 
is the best day 

in the year.”  
Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
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CHRISTMAS TRIVIA 

1. The Twelve Days of Christmas finishes on which date 
traditionally? 

2. Which of Santa’s reindeer comes first alphabetically? 

3. The Trafalgar Square Christmas Tree is a gift from 
which city to London, a longstanding tradition since 
1947? 

4. If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star 
sign? 

5. The original name for mistletoe was mistaltan. With 
‘Tan’ coming from the Anglo Saxon word for stick, 
mistletoe literally translates to what on a stick? 

6. How do you say ‘Merry Christmas’ in Spanish? 

7. Which country is Europe’s largest exporter of natural 
Christmas trees? 

8. What do elves typically have on their shoes? 

9. What colour suit did Santa Claus originally wear be-
fore the iconic red suit? 

10.What type of bird usually appears on Christmas 
cards? 

11.What gifts did the three wise men give Jesus? 

12.What are small, inexpensive gifts usually called? 

13.Which reindeer’s name means ‘thunder’? 

14.In which modern-day country was Saint Nicholas 
born? 

15.What’s the main colour of the berries of the mistle-
toe plant? 

16.Which country is credited with the creation of the 
Christmas beverage, eggnog? 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Annual property review 
2024 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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WEST FELTON 
CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 
Festive Fun a Huge Success:  

Father Christmas, Christmas Tree Lights 
and Fish & Chips Delight the Village! 

Despite the weather lots of people came out to see the West 
Felton Christmas Tree lights switched on.  The mulled wine and 
cakes helped to keep the cold at bay, while the Porthywaen Band brought every-
one into the festive spirit. 

A cheque for £500 was presented to West Felton Primary School.  Thank you to 
everyone who bought a bauble to support our local school.  We hope you were 
able to spot your name on the tree! 

Father Christmas was very busy, chatting and providing presents to over 50 chil-
dren.  He’s certainly going to be busy making all the presents from everyone’s list 
in time for Christmas Day! 

The Fish & Chip Van was a particularly welcome sight after braving the rain and 
went down a treat!   Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

from the West Felton Carnival Committee! 

500.00 
West Felton CofE School 

Five Hundred pounds only 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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with Topiarius 

Gardener’s progress 
One part of our winter changes was to 
remove a small hedge surrounding a 
paved sitting area which had en-
croached too far. After due contempla-
tion, we decided to keep it open with 
just wood rails and stair spindles, and 
we are pleased with the result. We also 
bit the bullet and cleaned the pond. 
This proved to be a lot easier than 
feared, mainly due to there being very 
little mud at the bottom. Excess oxy-
genating plants came out without 
much effort but removing a water lily 
was quite a struggle. Having got it out 
we decided that it was not going back 
after pruning as we had to admit the 
pond really wasn’t big enough for such 
a vigorous plant. We now need to find 
smaller things to take its place. We are 
still staring at the shady area that we 
had to accept would not grow grass in 
search of inspiration, so that remains a 
work in progress. However, we have 
made excellent progress on renovating 
hard landscaping, with particular 
thanks to a good dry Autumn spell 
without frost. 

I have observed before that a garden is 
not complete without seats, if for noth-
ing else than to pause to properly take 
in the scene. There is also the need for 
rest from gardening activity, and a few 
years ago I added a number of simple 
brick and slab resting places to counter 
the advancing years. Seats can also 
have special significance as in those 

dedicated to the memory of people 
associated with a garden. Our garden is 
not in the class of having people spon-
sor seats so we had to provide our own 
commemorative resting places. Most 
recently, we commissioned a pair of 
wrought iron chairs to mark our 60th 
wedding anniversary which now occu-
py a prime position on a terrace near 
the back door. Perhaps they will en-
courage us to sit and enjoy our garden 
a bit more because, I suspect like most 
gardeners, we find it difficult to just sit 
as there is always that feeling that we 
should be doing something. Actually, 
looking at your garden is not wasting 
time because, apart from appreciating 
the results of your labours, it the only 
way of seeing the less obvious things 
that need changing. 

The gardening to do list is not over-
flowing in January but, as weather al-
lows, it is time to spread lime if pH of 
vegetable areas needs adjusting and/or 
applying sulphur chips to lime haters 
like rhododendrons. There is also need 
to complete winter pruning. Some peo-
ple make a big effort to have at least a 
few things in flower every month but 
we do not put this high on our list, and 
our garden is certainly not in a good 
state for viewing at this time of year. 
However, we will be looking forward to 
the new growing season and it is not 
too early to make a start on clearing 

paths of accumulated leaves etc. 



 
42 

 

CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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’ ?
DECEMBER/JANUARY 

 12-3pm Sunday Carvery 1st, 8th, 15th - No carvery on 22nd or 29th. 
Booking is advised - for all reservations or tickets call 

Sally 07543 040618 
 

• Weds 25th -  Xmas day opening 11-2 

• Thurs 26th -  Boxing Day opening 3pm to closing time. 
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 Do you feel a little lost using     
technology? 

 Need help using the internet? 
 Do you feel nervous about using a 

computer or frustrated about being 
left behind as everything seems to be online these days?  

Getting to grips with the internet means you can keep in touch with friends 
and family, get up-to-date information and see the latest news, have shop-
ping delivered to your door and better manage your health and finances.  
 

Shropshire Council is supporting residents to learn to use technology safely 
through The Digital Skills Programme. The service has 25 digital hubs across 
the area for people who need help to use their laptops, mobile phones or 
tablets. Learning slowly, taking small steps and having the time to practice 
are keys to success.  
 

The programme is delivered by experienced, friendly digital volunteers based 
within Shropshire Libraries and local community organisations.  Free data and 
devices are available for those in greatest need. 
 

“I felt left behind and knew I needed to do something to bring myself up to 
date,” said Peter, who has benefitted from the programme. “My digital vol-
unteer was so knowledgeable and patient.  His kindness helped me to realise 
that I knew a lot more than I thought I did. Getting out of the house each 
week to learn something new gave me a boost and I thoroughly enjoyed my 
sessions.” 

For more information visit : 
www.shropshire.gov.uk/computer-skills-for-all 
Email: Susie.Hancock@shropshire.gov.uk or  
Telephone: 01743 253958 
Available at Qube, Oswestry - 01691 656 882  

Oswestry Library 01743 250 351 - and other venues. 

FREE  Help to 

G e t  O n l i n e  

for Shropshire 

Residents 
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Anti-Social Behaviour Awareness Week  

It was anti-social aware-
ness week at the end of 
November and PCSOs Stu-
art Carroll and Kurt Mabe 
visited West Felton CofE 
Primary School to talk to 
the KS2 children about anti
-social behaviour and it’s 
impact on the community.  

The children were challenged to 
design posters to prevent anti-
social behaviour. The Police were 
really impressed with the standard 
of entrants and displayed them on 
their Neighbourhood Matters fo-
rum.  

Lily was our overall winner, Lily 
shared her poster in assembly and 
received a book as a prize.  

The police particularly liked Lily’s 
clear but impactful message to 
those thinking of committing anti-
social behaviour...  
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Mortgages & Equity 
Release 
 

Protection 

 
Care Fees Planning 

Pensions & Retirement 
planning 
 

Inheritance tax & estate 
planning 
 

Tax efficient savings & 
investments 

Paul Humphreys DipFA, MILIBF 
Financial Planning Consultant 
Book your FREE initial financial consultation 
T: 01691 652233  
E: paul.humphreys@quilterfa.com 

39 

 

West Felton Village Hall presents 
 

CHILDREN’S  
MAGIC SHOW  

with Jack Dent 
 

Friday, 7th March, 5:30 - 6:30pm 
 

Tickets Children £2.50 - Adults free 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
no unaccompanied children 
(or unaccompanied adults). 

 
Tickets will be available from the Shop, 

the School and Eileen (610629)  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  
ALL ticket purchases are CASH ONLY  
whether in Shop, School or from Eileen. 

balloons floated under the hot-water-
bottle-gulping gas; everything was 
good again and shone over the town. 

"Perhaps it was a ghost," Jim said. 

"Perhaps it was trolls," Dan said, who 
was always reading. 

"Let's go in and see if there's any jelly 
left," Jack said. And we did that. 

Always on Christmas night there was 
music. An uncle played the fiddle, a 
cousin sang "Cherry Ripe," and anoth-
er uncle sang "Drake's Drum." It was 
very warm in the little house. Auntie 
Hannah, who had got on to the pars-

nip wine, sang a song about Bleeding 
Hearts and Death, and then another 
in which she said her heart was like a 
Bird's Nest; and then everybody 
laughed again; and then I went to 
bed. Looking through my bedroom 
window, out into the moonlight and 
the unending smoke-coloured snow, I 
could see the lights in the windows of 
all the other houses on our hill and 
hear the music rising from them up 
the long, steadily falling night. I 
turned the gas down, I got into bed. I 
said some words to the close and ho-

ly darkness, and then I slept.¨ 

(Continued from page 37) 
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Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  
Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 
Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Your Weight 
Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 
*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk 

 What could you gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 = a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £10,950  = a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 

Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, 

Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  

Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 

Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Weight Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 

*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk / www.angelicyou.co.uk 

What could YOU gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 
= a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  = £10,950  

= a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 
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102 years on … 
The Poppy Appeal in 

West Felton and 
Ruyton XI Towns 

In 1922, the ex-Servicemen of West 
Felton formed a sub-branch of the Brit-
ish Legion under the jurisdiction of 
Oswestry Branch. After WWII many ex-
Service men and women joined the Le-
gion; by 1948 West Felton membership 
was between 60 and 70 when it was 
decided that West Felton would form its 
own branch, this was finalised in March 
1948. All the founding members served 
the Legion enthusiastically for the rest 
of their lives, often followed by their 
sons and daughters. 

Traditionally our Branch was renowned 
for raising the highest donation per capi-
ta in Shropshire. Although times have 
changed and the ways to donate have 
multiplied, no longer depending on col-
lectors going door to door, now we can 
donate online, by phone, by supporting 
the Poppy Concert in the hall, through 
the Poppy Shop and many other ways. 
Nevertheless, West Felton and Ruyton 
donated locally this year more than 
£3076, bringing the total collected over 
the past 10 years to nearly £40,000. 
West Felton Branch would like to thank 
the Orthopaedic Choir and the school-
children and teachers; the shop; the 
pubs, everyone who gave a home to a 
static donation box, the collectors and 
most importantly, the members of the 
general public of West Felton and Ruy-
ton XI Towns for their generosity. 
 

Your donations help the Royal British 
Legion to provide invaluable support 
to the Armed Forces community. 
Whilst the two-week period of the Pop-
py Appeal is over, the work of the Legion 
continues. In West Felton, down recent 
years nature has taken its course, the 
membership has dwindled. Members 
mourned the loss just recently of two 
stalwarts of the branch, Dave Jones and 
Keith Diggens. Others have resigned 
through age, proximity or ill heath. 
Now we need new blood in the branch. 
Membership is open to all, not just 
those in the military and ex-military fam-
ily. Members meet monthly, thanks to 
the kindness of Sally, Paul and Mark in 
the Punch Bowl Inn - but this is not a 
drinking club, this is a community chari-
table enterprise open to women, men, 
young and old.  
We can see from the huge enthusiasm 
for the Poppy Concert each year that 
many West Felton people recognise the 
Legion’s work in support of the Armed 
Forces family. 
Perhaps a few hours each month to 
meet with like-minded people and 
keep the Branch going is something 
you might think about? And perhaps 
you might enjoy meeting new friends 
and neighbours in a happy social atmos-
phere? 



 
20 

 

RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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"What would you do if you saw two 
hippos?" 

Iron-flanked and bellowing he-hippos 
clanked and battered through the 
scudding snow towards us as we 
passed Mr. Daniel's house. 

"Let's post Mr. Daniel a snowball 
through his letter box." 

"Let's write things in the snow." 

"Let's write, 'Mr. Daniel looks like a 
spaniel' all over his lawn." 

Or we walked on the white shore. 
"Can the fishes see it's snowing?" 

The silent one-clouded heavens drift-
ed on to the sea. Now we were snow-
blind travellers lost on the north hills, 
and vast dewlapped dogs, with flasks 
round their necks, ambled and sham-
bled up to us, baying "Excelsior." We 
returned home through the poor 
streets where only a few children 
fumbled with bare red fingers in the 
wheel-rutted snow and cat-called 
after us, their voices fading away, as 
we trudged uphill, into the cries of the 
dock birds and the hooting of ships 
out in the whirling bay. And then, at 
tea the recovered Uncles would be 
jolly; and the ice cake loomed in the 
centre of the table like a marble 
grave. Auntie Hannah laced her tea 
with rum, because it was only once a 
year. 

Bring out the tall tales now that we 
told by the fire as the gaslight bub-
bled like a diver. Ghosts whooed like 
owls in the long nights when I dared 

not look over my shoulder; animals 
lurked in the cubbyhole under the 
stairs where the gas meter ticked. 
And I remember that we went singing 
carols once, when there wasn't the 
shaving of a moon to light the flying 
streets. At the end of a long road was 
a drive that led to a large house, and 
we stumbled up the darkness of the 
drive that night, each one of us afraid, 
each one holding a stone in his hand 
in case, and all of us too brave to say 
a word. The wind through the trees 
made noises as of old and unpleasant 
and maybe webfooted men wheezing 
in caves. We reached the black bulk of 
the house. 

"What shall we give them? Hark the 
Herald?" 

"No," Jack said, "Good King Wences-
las. I'll count three." 

One, two, three, and we began to 
sing, our voices high and seemingly 
distant in the snow-felted darkness 
round the house that was occupied by 
nobody we knew. We stood close to-
gether, near the dark door. 

Good King Wenceslas looked out  
On the Feast of Stephen... 

And then a small, dry voice, like the 
voice of someone who has not spoken 
for a long time, joined our singing: a 
small, dry, eggshell voice from the 
other side of the door: a small, dry 
voice through the keyhole. And when 
we stopped running we were outside 
our house; the front room was lovely; 

(Continued from page 35) 

(Continued on page 39) 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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SINGING IN LANGUAGE 
BELOVED…. 

Michael Davie 

“Singing in language beloved of the 
congregation, the service commenc-
es. The church is growing and pro-
vides the congregation with a sense 
of community. People like the music 
and the language gives them com-
fort. The church does not seek par-
ticularly to attract members from 
outside the background of the con-
gregation. All its ministers are from 
the same background. They like the 
exclusivity,” states a newspaper arti-
cle..  

Another church recognises its exclu-
sivity but actively seeks to disown it. 
Such is its anguish that it has pub-
lished a report outlining how exclu-
sivity is preventing advancement of 
certain people. The report bewails 
that fact that congregations are ho-
mogenous. It admonishes itself that 
congregations are prejudiced. This 
church is in decline. 

The two churches have much in 
common. They have a sense of ex-
clusivity which is encouraged by one 
church and lamented by the other. 
Each like their own language and 
music. One church however wishes 
to retain its own community; the 
other wishes to become catholic – 
all things to all men (and women) 

some say. 

Comparing the two churches is pos-
sibly dishonest. The first church is 
the Redeemed Christian Church of 
God, a Nigerian Pentecostal church 
based in Croydon. They pray in their 
own language and make their music 
with drums and an instrument 
called a shekere made from the 
shell of a fruit. Whole families come 
along to services. What they believe 
can be a little elastic, but the com-
munity spirit is supreme. They don’t 
particularly want anyone not of Afri-
can heritage to join – it is a church 
for Africans.  

The second church will be familiar to 
everyone. The Church of England is 
seeking to be a universal church. It 
is ashamed that most of its congre-
gation is (rather inevitably)                                                               
white and that there is prejudice 
against clergy of colour either being 
appointed to incumbencies or rising 
up the hierarchy. In trying to be uni-
versal, this church encounters feel-
ings that are distinct from universal-
ity. The Church of England is itself a 
splinter group from the Church of 
Rome, which itself saw the Eastern 
Orthodox church split off in the 11th 
century. In the history of the church 
in England since the reign of Henry 
VIII, there has been a succession of 
breaks. The Wesleyans formed a 
separate church in the 18th Century 

(Continued on page 23) 
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s 

Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, 
a leading landscaping company 

with a reputation for creating truly magnificent and unique gardens 
throughout Shropshire. As true landscaping specialists, we take 
pride in what we do, and work closely with our clients to develop 
inspired concepts, creating exciting, practical garden design. 
Our philosophy is simple: reliability, combined with a professional 
service & value for money.  

 
"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. 
Design is how it works.”  
 
With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ 
we set out the inclusive price. 
 
Quotations are free of charge 
and made at a time to suit you . 
 
 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  

• Patios & all aspects of 
paving  

• Fencing and trellises  

• Driveways and paths  

• Garden walls, brickwork,      
rendering 

• Turf laying and artificial grass  

• Decking 

• Indian stone 

• Natural stone paving  

E:shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 
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white bowling green and back, as he 
would take it wet or fine on Christmas 
Day or Doomsday; sometimes two 
hale young men, with big pipes blaz-
ing, no overcoats and wind blown 
scarfs, would trudge, unspeaking, 
down to the forlorn sea, to work up 
an appetite, to blow away the fumes, 
who knows, to walk into the waves 
until nothing of them was left but the 
two curling smoke clouds of their in-
extinguishable briars. Then I would be 
slap-dashing home, the gravy smell of 
the dinners of others, the bird smell, 
the brandy, the pudding and mince, 
coiling up to my nostrils, when out of 
a snow-clogged side lane would come 
a boy the spit of myself, with a pink-
tipped cigarette and the violet past of 
a black eye, cocky as a bullfinch, leer-
ing all to himself. 

I hated him on sight and sound, and 
would be about to put my dog whistle 
to my lips and blow him off the face 
of Christmas when suddenly he, with 
a violet wink, put his whistle to his 
lips and blew so stridently, so high, so 
exquisitely loud, that gobbling faces, 
their cheek bulged with goose, would 
press against their tinselled windows, 
the whole length of the white echoing 
street. For dinner we had turkey and 
blazing pudding, and after dinner the 
Uncles sat in front of the fire, loos-
ened all buttons, put their large moist 
hands over their watch chains, 
groaned a little and slept. Mothers, 
aunts and sisters scuttled to and fro, 

bearing tureens. Aunt Bessie, who 
had already been frightened, twice, 
by a clock-work mouse, whimpered at 
the sideboard and had some elder-
berry wine. The dog was sick. Auntie 
Dosie had to have three aspirins, but 
Auntie Hannah, who liked port, stood 
in the middle of the snowbound back 
yard, singing like a big-bosomed 
thrush. I would blow up balloons to 
see how big they would blow up to; 
and, then when they burst, which 
they all did, the Uncles jumped and 
rumbled. In the rich and heavy after-
noon, the Uncles breathing like dol-
phins and the snow descending, I 
would sit among festoons and Chi-
nese lanterns and nibble dates and 
try to make a model man-o'-war, fol-
lowing the Instructions for Little Engi-
neers, and produce what might be 
mistaken for a sea-going tramcar. 

Or I would go out, my bright new 
boots squeaking, into the white 
world, on to the seaward hill, to call 
on Jim and Dan and Jack and to pad 
through the still streets, leaving huge 
deep footprints on the hidden pave-
ments. 

"I bet people will think there've been 
hippos." 

"What would you do if you saw a hip-
po coming down our street?" 

"I'd go like this, bang! I'd throw him 
over the railings and roll him down 
the hill and then I'd tickle him under 
the ear and he'd wag his tail." 

(Continued from page 33) 

(Continued on page 37) 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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whilst a succession of free churches 
sought to meet the different needs 
of the population. High Anglicanism 
threatened the mainstream church 
in the 19th Century: the Welsh 
broke away from the Church of Eng-
land about 100 years ago whilst 
some parishes in England still feel 
the effects of High Church vs mod-
erate church 100 years ago. 

Not all these new churches have 
stood the test of time. Indeed it 
might be argued that the Church of 
England is struggling in its aim to 
accommodate all of branches under 
its roof. It is always difficult to draw 
conclusions from data like these, 
but some features do stand out. 

It is evident that ways of practising 
faith evolve and customs change. 
This appears to be a function of cul-
ture and of age. The average person 
attending a conventional Church of 
England service is what might be 
termed  “middle of the road”. They 
are of a certain age – mostly over 
65yrs and during childhood were 
exposed to Sunday school and in 
many instances in main school some 
form of Scripture was taught. There 
was even an ‘O’ level (the term it-
self dates it) in Scripture consisting 
entirely of Biblical studies. This 

group has evolved slowly. Some 
have resisted any change. Hence 
there are conservative Evangelicals 
who have their own Bishop 
(Maidstone), and another group 
which cannot accept the priestly or 
episcopal ministry of women  
(Ebbsfleet) . Younger people have 
not had the traditional upbringing 
and reject conventional services 
based on a liturgy almost 500 years 
old. Hence the rise of Free churches 
such as Hope church. Different cul-
tures demand different approaches 
as exemplified in the Nigerian 
church. 

The experience also shows that 
ways of worship tend to have a fi-
nite time before they succumb to a 
new way of worship. That time may 
be long –a century or more – before 
new ways of worship are demand-
ed. The Church of England tries to 
be all inclusive – it is after the estab-
lished state church. In so doing it 
does risk upsetting some groups. As 
we espouse the values of a mul-
ticiultural society, the trend is away 
from conformity towards a worship 
based on variables including culture, 
language, sex and tradition. In en-
compassing all these components 
and others under its umbrella, the 
Church of England is setting itself a 

demanding mission. 

(Continued from page 21) Singing in a language ... 

All religions, arts and sciences are branches of the same tree. 
Albert Einstein 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your 
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 
michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 
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rang a bell; never a catapult; once, by 
a mistake that no one could explain, 
a little hatchet; and a celluloid duck 
that made, when you pressed it, a 
most unducklike sound, a mewing 
moo that an ambitious cat might 
make who wished to be a cow; and a 
painting book in which I could make 
the grass, the trees, the sea and the 
animals any colour I please, and still 
the dazzling sky-blue sheep are graz-
ing in the red field under the rainbow
-billed and pea-green birds. Hard-
boileds, toffee, fudge and allsorts, 
crunches, cracknel, humbugs, glaci-
ers, marzipan, and butterwelsh for 
the Welsh. And troops of bright tin 
soldiers who, if they could not fight, 
could always run. And Snakes-and-
Families and Happy Ladders. And 
Easy Hobbi-Games for Little Engi-
neers, complete with instructions. 
Oh, easy for Leonardo! And a whistle 
to make the dogs bark to wake up 
the old man next door to make him 
beat on the wall with his stick to 
shake our picture off the wall. And a 
packet of cigarettes: you put one in 
your mouth and you stood at the cor-
ner of the street and you waited for 
hours, in vain, for an old lady to scold 
you for smoking a cigarette, and then 
with a smirk you ate it. And then it 
was breakfast under the balloons." 

"Were there Uncles like in our 
house?" 

"There are always Uncles at Christ-
mas. The same Uncles. And on Christ-

mas mornings, with dog-disturbing 
whistle and sugar fags, I would scour 
the swathed town for the news of the 
little world, and find always a dead 
bird by the Post Office or the white 
deserted swings; perhaps a robin, all 
but one of his fires out. Men and 
women wading, scooping back from 
chapel, with taproom noses and wind
-bussed cheeks, all albinos, huddled 
their stiff black jarring feathers 
against the irreligious snow. Mistle-
toe hung from the gas brackets in all 
the front parlors; there was sherry 
and walnuts and bottled beer and 
crackers by the dessertspoons; and 
cats in their fur-abouts watched the 
fires; and the high-heaped fire spat, 
all ready for the chestnuts and the 
mulling pokers. Some few large men 
sat in the front parlours, without 
their collars, Uncles almost certainly, 
trying their new cigars, holding them 
out judiciously at arms' length, re-
turning them to their mouths, cough-
ing, then holding them out again as 
though waiting for the explosion; and 
some few small aunts, not wanted in 
the kitchen, nor anywhere else for 
that matter, sat on the very edges of 
their chairs, poised and brittle, afraid 
to break, like faded cups and sau-
cers." 

Not many those mornings trod the 
piling streets: an old man always, 
fawn-bowlered, yellow-gloved and, at 
this time of year, with spats of snow, 
would take his constitutional to the 

(Continued from page 31) 

(Continued on page 35) 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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West Felton CofE Primary School 
And Willow Class  

Willow Class is made up of children in 
Years 4 and 5 and 

our classroom is in the oldest part of the school. 
In the Autumn term we learnt about the Anglo Saxons and Vikings who 
invaded and settled in Britain. 

Did you know the Angles gave England its name? (Angle land became 
England) 

We made lots of local links, visiting the mound behind the church and 
looking at place names in Shropshire, many of which have Anglo Saxon 
origins. We decided we would prefer living in our houses today rather 
than those in Anglo Saxon West Felton! 

We also had a visit  from Shrewsbury Museum 
in which we studied all things Viking– writing 
messages in runes, sewing leather goods, 
dressing up and investigating artefacts and a 
Viking burial.  Presently there is also a fleet of 
amazing Viking longships, that the children 
created for homework, sailing in our class-
room. 

Next term you may see Willow class out and 
about in the village as we look at how West 
Felton has changed over the years. 

Thank you to the 
Carnival Committee who chose 
school to be the recipients of 

the proceeds for the Christmas 
baubles. We are delighted to 

receive such a generous 
donation. 
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AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

TAYLOR  

MA ID  
DO YOU REQUIRE 
A RELIABLE, HONEST  
PERSON TO HELP  
WITH: 
■  General  housework  
■  Cleaning  
■  Gardening  
■  Dog walking  
■  Trips  to  shops or  doctors  
 

CRB checked. 

Three references available. 

01 691 610 782 
07 484 140 470  
£11 per hour 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 

31 

 

 

and mittened on them manfully. But 
all that the children could hear was a 
ringing of bells." 

"You mean that the postman went rat
-a-tat-tat and the doors rang?" 

"I mean that the bells that the chil-
dren could hear were inside them." 

"I only hear thunder sometimes, nev-
er bells." 

"There were church bells, too." 

"Inside them?" 

"No, no, no, in the bat-black, snow-
white belfries, tugged by bishops and 
storks. And they rang their tidings 
over the bandaged town, over the 
frozen foam of the powder and ice-
cream hills, over the crackling sea. It 
seemed that all the churches boomed 
for joy under my window; and the 
weathercocks crew for Christmas, on 
our fence." 

"Get back to the postmen." 

"They were just ordinary postmen, 
fond of walking and dogs and Christ-
mas and the snow. They knocked on 
the doors with blue knuckles...." 

"Ours has got a black knocker...." 

"And then they stood on the white 
Welcome mat in the little, drifted 
porches and huffed and puffed, mak-
ing ghosts with their breath, and 
jogged from foot to foot like small 
boys wanting to go out." 

"And then the presents?" 

"And then the Presents, after the 
Christmas box. And the cold postman, 

with a rose on his button-nose, tin-
gled down the tea-tray-slithered run 
of the chilly glinting hill. He went in 
his ice-bound boots like a man on 
fishmonger's slabs. 

"He wagged his bag like a frozen cam-
el's hump, dizzily turned the corner 
on one foot, and, by God, he was 
gone." 

"Get back to the Presents." 

"There were the Useful Presents: en-
gulfing mufflers of the old coach days, 
and mittens made for giant sloths; 
zebra scarfs of a substance like silky 
gum that could be tug-o'-warred 
down to the galoshes; blinding tam-
o'-shanters like patchwork tea cozies 
and bunny-suited busbies and bala-
clavas for victims of head-shrinking 
tribes; from aunts who always wore 
wool next to the skin there were mus-
tached and rasping vests that made 
you wonder why the aunts had any 
skin left at all; and once I had a little 
crocheted nose bag from an aunt 
now, alas, no longer whinnying with 
us. And pictureless books in which 
small boys, though warned with quo-
tations not to, would skate on Farmer 
Giles's pond and did and drowned; 
and books that told me everything 
about the wasp, except why." 

"Go on to the Useless Presents." 

"Bags of moist and many-colored jelly 
babies and a folded flag and a false 
nose and a tram-conductor's cap and 
a machine that punched tickets and 

(Continued from page 29) 

(Continued on page 33) 
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SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY 
Specialists in Home, Business &  

Farm Security Systems… 

The presence of CCTV cameras is 
a significant deterrent to burglars 
and vandals. Criminals are less 
likely to target a property if they 
know they are being watched. 
Strategically placed cameras 
covering entry points such as 
doors and windows, as well as 
areas like driveways and 
garages, can provide 
comprehensive coverage. 
Visible cameras and signs 
indicating surveillance can fur-
ther discourage criminal activity. 

• CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS 
• STARLINK INSTALLATION 
• WI-FI EXTENSION        

SERVICES 
• GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS 
 

T: 07719 331357  
E: SecureLifeTech@hotmail.com  
https://securealarmcctv.com 
 
Contact us today to arrange 
a free no obligation quote.  

SPECIALIST FOOT CARE 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 Nail trimming  * Corn removal  

 Diabetic Foot Check 

 Warm Wax Therapy 

 Cracked Heel Treatment  

 Ingrowing Toe Nails  

E: amypate92@yahoo.co.uk   07943 869164 

Amy Pate - Foot Health practitioner/chiropodist 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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WEST FELTON WI (WFWI) 
 The Annual Meeting was held 14th Nov in the 
Village Hall. President Gillian welcome Kerry 
Grove, Independent Teller for the Annual 
meeting. WFWI Policies were reviewed and deemed to be in 

order. The Financial Statement and Budget, having been emailed earlier to 
members, were officially adopted with thanks to the Treasurer and those who 
contributed. 
Committee for 2024: The committee agreed to a short meeting after supper 
when committee members volunteered for the roles of Treasurer, Correspond-
ence Secretary and Minutes Secretary. The 2024 Committee remains unchanged 
with the exception of the resignation of Ann.  
The officers and various sub-group leaders gave their annual reports thanking 
everyone for support and hard work throughout the year. Gifts were presented 
to officers standing down and to Ann, stepping down from committee after 40 
years a dedicated member of WFWI.  
Guest Teller Kerry oversaw the election of Rhian as the new President. 
The regular November meeting followed. Gillian welcomed one new member, 
Charmaine. 
WFWI annual Bursary two available £50 each towards and educational course.  
Members were reminded to read and sign the risk assessment, a requirement 
for WI meetings. Birthdays were acknowledged, thank-yous noted from recipi-
ents of cards and flowers delivered during the previous month. Library books 
were available for anyone who wants them.  
Members attending the Group meeting hosted by St Martin’s WI reported it was 
very entertaining.  
Forthcoming Events: Fundraising continues to be a vital part of membership. 
Members were encouraged to support events in order to raise funds for extra 
outings etc.  
• Plans for the Christmas Fair Saturday 30th Nov. 1-3pm were discussed.  
• Group Carol Service Monday 2nd December St Martins Church 7pm. Board.  
• The WFWI Christmas meal was set for Wednesday 4th Dec. Queens Head  
• Cocktail making, Sat 18th January 7-9pm. Village Hall.  
• Glass necklace workshop, Sat 8th Feb 1.30pm VH £2 per person  
• January meeting is a Members Night. Members to bring a wrapped parcel to 

the value of £3 to £5. 
There followed an evening of musical entertainment by Clare Harrison. She sang 
beautifully a selection of songs from musical theatre – show stoppers from Rog-
ers and Hammerstein, Wizard of Oz, Phantom of the Opera and the Greatest 
Showman to name but a few. Date of next meeting 12th Dec 2024, 7pm. 
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A Child's Christmas in Wales 
Dylan Thomas 
One Christmas was so much like the 
other, in those years around the sea-
town corner now, out of all sound 
except the distant speaking of the 
voices I sometimes hear a moment 
before sleep, that I can never remem-
ber whether it snowed for six days 
and six nights when I was twelve, or 
whether it snowed for twelve days 
and twelve nights when I was six. 

All the Christmases roll down towards 
the two-tongued sea, like a cold and 
headlong moon bundling down the 
sky that was our street; and they stop 
at the rim of the ice-edged, fish-
freezing waves, and I plunge my 
hands in the snow and bring out 
whatever I can find. In goes my hand 
into that wool-white bell-tongued ball 
of holidays resting at the rim of the 
carol-singing sea, and out come Mrs. 
Prothero and the firemen. 

It was on the afternoon of the day of 
Christmas Eve, and I was in Mrs. 
Prothero's garden, waiting for cats, 
with her son Jim. It was snowing. It 
was always snowing at Christmas. 
December, in my memory, is white as 
Lapland, although there were no rein-
deers. But there were cats. Patient, 
cold and callous, our hands wrapped 
in socks, we waited to snowball the 
cats. Sleek and long as jaguars and 
horrible-whiskered, spitting and snarl-
ing, they would slide and sidle over 
the white back-garden walls, and the 

lynx-eyed hunters, Jim and I, fur-
capped and moccasined trappers 
from Hudson Bay, off Mumbles Road, 
would hurl our deadly snowballs at 
the green of their eyes. 

The wise cats never appeared. We 
were so still, Eskimo-footed arctic 
marksmen in the muffling silence of 
the eternal snows—eternal, ever 
since Wednesday—that we never 
heard Mrs. Prothero's first cry from 
her igloo at the bottom of the garden. 
Or, if we heard it at all, it was, to us, 
like the far-off challenge of our ene-
my and prey, the neighbour's polar 
cat. But soon the voice grew louder. 
"Fire!" cried Mrs. Prothero, and she 
beat the dinner-gong. 

And we ran down the garden, with 
the snowballs in our arms, towards 
the house; and smoke, indeed, was 
pouring out of the dining-room, and 
the gong was bombilating, and Mrs. 
Prothero was announcing ruin like a 
town crier in Pompeii. This was better 
than all the cats in Wales standing on 
the wall in a row. We bounded into 
the house, laden with snowballs, and 
stopped at the open door of the 
smoke-filled room. 

Something was burning all right; per-
haps it was Mr. Prothero, who always 
slept there after midday dinner with a 
newspaper over his face. But he was 
standing in the middle of the room, 
saying, "A fine Christmas!" and 

(Continued on page 29) 
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smacking at the smoke with a slipper. 

"Call the fire brigade," cried Mrs. 
Prothero as she beat the gong. "They 
won't be here," said Mr. Prothero, 
"it's Christmas." 

There was no fire to be seen, only 
clouds of smoke and Mr. Prothero 
standing in the middle of them, wav-
ing his slipper as though he were 
conducting. 

"Do something," he said. 

And we threw all our snowballs into 
the smoke—I think we missed Mr. 
Prothero—and ran out of the house 
to the telephone box. 

"Let's call the police as well," Jim 
said. 

"And the ambulance." 

"And Ernie Jenkins, he likes fires." 

But we only called the fire brigade, 
and soon the fire engine came and 
three tall men in helmets brought a 
hose into the house and Mr. Prothe-
ro got out just in time before they 
turned it on. Nobody could have had 
a noisier Christmas Eve. And when 
the firemen turned off the hose and 
were standing in the wet, smoky 
room, Jim's Aunt, Miss Prothero, 
came downstairs and peered in at 
them. Jim and I waited, very quietly, 
to hear what she would say to them. 
She said the right thing, always. She 
looked at the three tall firemen in 
their shining helmets, standing 
among the smoke and cinders and 
dissolving snowballs, and she said: 

"Would you like anything to read?" 

Years and years ago, when I was a 
boy, when there were wolves in 
Wales, and birds the colour of red-
flannel petticoats whisked past the 
harp-shaped hills, when we sang and 
wallowed all night and day in caves 
that smelt like Sunday afternoons in 
damp front farmhouse parlours, and 
we chased, with the jawbones of 
deacons, the English and the bears, 
before the motor car, before the 
wheel, before the duchess-faced 
horse, when we rode the daft and 
happy hills bareback, it snowed and it 
snowed. But here a small boy says: 
"It snowed last year, too. I made a 
snowman and my brother knocked it 
down and I knocked my brother 
down and then we had tea." 

"But that was not the same snow," I 
say. "Our snow was not only shaken 
from whitewash buckets down the 
sky, it came shawling out of the 
ground and swam and drifted out of 
the arms and hands and bodies of 
the trees; snow grew overnight on 
the roofs of the houses like a pure 
and grandfather moss, minutely ivied 
the walls and settled on the post-
man, opening the gate, like a dumb, 
numb thunderstorm of white, torn 
Christmas cards." 

"Were there postmen then, too?" 

"With sparkling eyes and wind-
cherried noses, on spread, frozen 
feet they crunched up to the doors 

(Continued from page 28) 
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