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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:    Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     

1 

 

  

SEPTEMBER 2024 Year 31 

www.westfe ltonmagazine .co .uk  

 

 

All  welcome  

HARVEST SUPPER  

West  Fel ton Vi l lage Hal l  

7pm Friday  

 20  September 2024  

See page 31 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  51 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime WEDNESDAY at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the 
month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

5 Sept 10am COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall 17 

20 Sept 7pm HARVEST SUPPER West Felton Village Hall 31 

21 Sept 10:30 - 2pm HALLMARKS VALUATION DAY, Village Hall  19 

   

12 Oct VILLAGE HALL ARTS & CRAFTS - Gifts galore 25 

7 March 
2025  

5:30pm Jack Dent, CHILDREN’S MAGIC SHOW.  

New advertisement -  
QUILTER FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
Oswestry based Financial Services 
see page 14 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th SEPTEMBER 2024 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

 

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

All Welcome,  
Tea, Coffee & 
Biscuits served 
after service 
 

All enquiries to 
Andrew Kenyon 
07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

St Chad’s, Haughton 
9:30am on the second  

Sunday of each month. 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
 

or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

 
Sun 1 Sept 
Sun 6 Oct 
Sun 19 Oct (Harvest Festival) 
Sun 3 Nov 
Sun 10 Nov (Remembrance Sunday) 
Sun 1 Dec 
Wed 18 Dec (Carol Service 7pm) 
Wed 25 Dec (Christmas Day) 
Sun 5 Jan 2025 (Plough Sunday) 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  

SALC Area Comm) 
Cllr Sonja D'ARCY  01691 610 302  
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Kerry GROVE   01691 611 776  
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

10 September 2024 
8 October 2024 
12 November 2024 
10 December 2024 
14 January 2025 

11 February 2025 
11 March 2025 
8 April 2025 
13 May 2025 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  
By tradition, there was no meeting in August. 

Following the Extraordinary Parish 
Council meeting in July, attended by 
more than 95 residents, the Parish 
Council submitted the following objec-
tion to the outline planning application 
for the erection of up to 5 dwellings and 
associated infrastructure on land adja-
cent to the Punch Bowl Inn. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 
1990 - PLANNING REFERENCE: 
24/02386/OUT - Outline planning ap-
plication for the erection of up to 5 

dwellings and associated infrastruc-
ture. LOCATION: Punch Bowl Inn, The 
Cross, West Felton, Oswestry,  OS REF-
ERENCE: 334676 – 325651 

Introduction: This is a speculative appli-
cation, made on behalf of Trust Inns, 
designed to establish the principle that 
it is acceptable to build dwelling houses 
within the curtilage of the site outlined 
in the planning application. The site 
includes the Punch Bowl Public House 
itself and the barn.    

(Continued on page 7) 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2024-25 
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PC 21312 Bryant,   
Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Oswestry Police Station. 
Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
Tel: 07773053015 or 101.  
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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The impact of this proposal would be 
contrary to planning principles set out 
in documents including the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
(2023) which in S2 - Achieving sustaina-
ble development requires ‘that sustain-
able development is pursued in a posi-
tive way, at the heart of the Framework 
is a presumption in favour of sustaina-
ble development. We submit this pro-
posal would impact adversely on this 
presumption as it would undermine the  
economic, social and especially the en-
vironmental objectives as it does not 
‘take local circumstances into account, 
to reflect the character, needs and op-
portunities of the area.’   

It would also not meet Shropshire 
Council’s own Planning documents and 
the SAMDev Plan allocations 2016. Sec-
tion 1.10 expects: The Plan is accompa-
nied by the government required Sus-
tainability Appraisal report to establish 
the long-term maintenance of individu-
al and community well-being and the 
environment for our present and future 
communities.  The process assesses the 
impact of any development plan on the 
environment, people, and the econo-
my. It incorporates the requirements of 
the European Directive on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA).  The 
Proposal also conflicts with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Or-
der 2015 particularly with reference to 
outline applications within a conserva-
tion area as in Sec 3 orders.  

The Shropshire Local Plan 2020 con-

firms West Felton as a Community Hub 
Settlement.  It states in Section 17.62 of 
the 2018 Place plan that ‘West Felton is 
a large village south-east of Oswestry in 
an accessible location in the A5 corridor 
which benefits from a range of local 
services and facilities.’ On the basis that 
West Felton was a designated hub and 
was an accessible location for housing, 
being within walking distance of the 
amenities within the village which in-
clude a Village Hall, post office, conven-
ience store, public house, primary 
school and two churches it was pro-
posed to set a site allocation for 60 
dwellings none of which have as yet 
been built.   

The Parish Council opposes this applica-
tion on the grounds that granting it 
would be in serious conflict with the 
requirements for the ‘health and well-
being of individuals and the community 
as a whole’ as set out in Section SP-CS 
Policy 6 Health and Wellbeing of the 
2020 document above. This develop-
ment would also significantly and ad-
versely affect the village and the villag-
ers and be contrary to Shropshire Local 
Development adopted Core Strategy 
which in Section CS6 seeks to ensure 
that any development ‘protects, re-
stores, conserves and enhances the 
natural, built and historic environment 
and is appropriate in scale, density 
pattern and design taking into account 
the local context and character having 
regard to national and local design 
guidance, landscape character assess-
ments and ecological strategies.’ 

(Continued from page 5) Parish Council 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife Group 
Bird Survey, and Save our Curlews 

Our bird survey has now finished, and the results will be ana-
lysed shortly. The area extends from Oswestry in the north to 
Kinnerley in the south, and eastward from the Welsh border 
to Ruyton-XI-Towns. 

Preliminary results suggest only 5 - 6 pairs of Curlews returned to our area this 
year, 2 -3 less than 2023. Certainly one pair has been lost from near Trefonen.  

If you’ve seen or heard Curlews anytime since March 2024, please let us know. 
Don’t assume we know about them. Surveys can miss some pairs, particularly if 
there are two close together. 

We have also been looking for breeding Lapwing, Kestrel, Cuckoo and Red Kite 
since late March. If you’ve seen or heard any of these species, again, please don’t 
assume we know about them. Please report all your observations, especially any 
Curlew (“the most important bird conservation priority in the UK”) to                 
Leo Smith 01694 720296, leo@leosmith.org.uk. 

Also contact me if you would like to be kept informed of our activities, or would 
like to help with the survey next year.  

Our bird survey is the first stage of the Save our Curlews project, as it locates the 
pairs of Curlews to focus the efforts of the nest-finders. Once a nest is found, it is 
protected with an electric fence, then when the chicks hatch they are fitted with 
a radio tag, and tracked to see what happens to them. Low chick survival rates 
are a major factor causing population decline, and we need to understand the 
causes to develop an effective conservation plan. 

The Three Parishes (Weston Rhyn, St Martins and Gobowen) Community Wildlife 
Group also participated in the Save our Curlews project, managed by Shropshire 
Ornithological Society (SOS). In the two areas combined, seven nests were found, 
an excellent result, and much better than last year. Two of the nests were re-
placement clutches by pairs that had their first nest predated after finding, so 
nests of five pairs were protected. In summary, six of the seven nests were lost, 
three to corvids, two to fox and one to Badger. Two chicks hatched from the re-
maining nest, but unfortunately, both these chicks were predated, one about two 
weeks old and the other about three weeks (no more than 25 days old).  

Thanks a lot to the farmers and landowners who gave us permission to search 
their land, and put fences up. 

You can find much more information about Save our Curlews, which has been 
operating since 2018, on the SOS website  
www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews/                                             Leo Smith 

Photo Steve Hughes. 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/


 
48 

 

 

 

●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
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We submit that this development 
would have a severe negative impact 
on the Punch Bowl Public House and 
the Village Hall - with subsequent harm 
to essential village assets and the sus-
tainability of the village as a Communi-
ty Hub for residents. A major concern is 
that the Punch Bowl may no longer be 
a going viability and were it to close 
then the infrastructure of the village 
would suffer – with an adverse impact 
on the viability of the shop and Village 
Hall. 

The view of the Parish Council and the 
many residents who attended a special 
meeting of the PC is that if this applica-
tion is granted then it will be used to 
market the whole plot as an attractive 
purchase for a bigger residential devel-
opment with agreed outline planning 
permission already in place. This would 
lead to the closure and loss of the main 
village asset – the Punch Bowl public 
house and be an adverse impact on the 
sustainability and  life of the village. 

Amenity Issues: Contrary to the claim 
in the Planning Statement (3.1) that the 
Punch Bowl itself will not be affected, 
this proposed development will in fact 
have a severe and negative impact on 
its viability as an essential asset of the 
village and be detrimental to the sus-
tainability of the village resulting in 
considerable harm to a community hub 
which also serves several outlying ham-
lets. 

As the proposed development site lies 
within a Conservation area NPPF 

Sec16,196 (C) requires any develop-
ment within one should bring ‘wider 
social, cultural, economic and environ-
mental benefits that conservation of 
the historic environment can bring’ - no 
such benefits are set out in the plan. In 
fact, the opposite would be the out-
come, as a result of considerably re-
duced parking availability which cur-
rently serves the entire community 
with severe adverse impact on village 
amenities.  This would cause considera-
ble harm to everyday village life and 
the lack of off-road parking will in-
crease congestion on the narrow roads 
with more risk of harm and danger to 
villagers.   

Despite Trust Inns claims, in recent 
years, there has been minimal invest-
ment in the Punch Bowl and barn to 
make it a better asset for the village.  
The current managers, local to the vil-
lage, have worked hard to improve re-
lations with parishioners and the facili-
ties it provides. They have also appreci-
ated that the car park, which is the only 
one in the village, is vital to the wellbe-
ing of the village. Their log of parking 
indicates that it is used regularly 
throughout the day to provide access 
for villagers to various activities which 
often overlap.  

Currently the Punch Bowl provides 
about 40+ parking spaces but the pro-
posal would only provide 10 car parking 
spaces for the dwelling houses and just 
8 spaces for the Punch Bowl itself. This 
serious reduction in parking capacity 
would render the business unviable. It 

(Continued from page 7)Parish council 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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Rector’s Ramblings       
Rev Suzan Williams 

From September 1st to 
October 4th, Christians 
around the world unite to pray and 
care for creation. It’s the “Season of 
Creation”, and it’s happening from Lon-
don to Lisbon, Lagos to Las Palmas. 
SInce 2018 the Church of England has 
produced a calendar of daily prayer and 
action on food. They point out that our 
food is one of the largest sources of 
carbon emissions from UK households. 
At the same time, it is an area of our 
lives where we can all make a differ-
ence. Globally, even without climate 
change, the world food system faces a 
challenge: experts estimate that global 
food production will need to increase 
to feed a growing population and satis-
fy shifting diets. 
You might wonder what difference you 
can make but if we all do our bit to re-
duce our carbon footprint and to be 
more mindful of how our actions im-
pact others and the world in which we 
are blessed to live we can make a col-
lective difference. 
On the first Saturday of every month a 
group called the Eco Warriors meet to 
intentionally impact our local communi-
ty, creating bug hotels, taking part in 
litter picks and other activities. So in 
this season of creation this September. 
Lets do what we can and make a differ-
ence. 
I end with a prayer from the resources 
available 
Triune God, Creator of all, 
We praise you for your goodness, visi-

ble in all the diversity 
that you have created, 
making us a cosmic fam-
ily living in a common 

home. Through the Earth you created, 
we experience love and nourishment, 
home and protection. 
We confess that we do not relate to the 
Earth as a Mothering gift from 
you, our Creator. Our selfishness, 
greed, neglect, and abuse have caused  
the climate crisis, loss of biodiversity, 
human suffering as well as the suffering 
of all our fellow creatures. We confess 
that we have failed to listen to the 
groans of the Earth, the groans of all 
creatures, and the groans of the Spirit 
of hope and justice that lives within us. 
May your Creator Spirit help us in our 
weakness, so that we may know the 
redeeming power of Christ and the 
hope found in him. May the groans of 
the Spirit birth in us a willingness to 
serve you faithfully, so that we may 
hear and heal Creation, to hope and act 
together with her, so that the firstfruits 
of hope may blossom. 
Loving and Creator God, we pray that 
you will make us sensitive to these 
groans and enable us to have the same 
compassion as that of Jesus, the re-
deeming Lord. Grant us a fresh vision of 
our relationship with Earth, and with 
one another, as creatures that are 
made in your image. 
In the name of the one who came to 
proclaim the good news to all Creation, 
Jesus Christ.      Amen. 

Every Blessing, Suzan 
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Annual property review 
2024 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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would also increase the amount of cars 
having to park on Holyhead Road with 
an escalation in safety concerns. 

Parents who have to transport children 
from outlying areas to the Primary 
school are able to use the Punch Bowl 
car park to prevent serious congestion 
and danger to life if they dropped off at 
the school. It is situated in a residential 
area on a narrow road which is a main 
thoroughfare for large tractors and oth-
er vehicles to access local agricultural 
properties with the threat to safety. 
Children who have a disability which 
prevents them walking very far, have 
just a short walk to school if parking at 
the pub. Based on ROSPA reports it is 
submitted that the closure of the car 
park would increase the risk of serious 
accidents outside the school. 

At the end of School Lane near The 
Cross, car parking is already congested 
and would only get far worse and more 
dangerous if no parking is available at 
the Punch Bowl. Local residents already 
report that tractors and large lorries 
are mounting the narrow pavement 
with subsequent danger to pedestrians. 

The local travelling library van uses the 
Punch Bowl car park to allow safe ac-
cess. 

If the A5 is closed between Queens 
Head and the southern end of Holy-
head Road, traffic which includes large 
lorries and agricultural vehicles has to 
come through village. Residents report 
that at such times the police require 
them to move their cars into the Punch 

Bowl car park. This would not be possi-
ble under this proposal. 

The Punch Bowl car park is used by 
many groups attending a range of 
events and activities at the Village Hall 
throughout the year. If this proposal 
were implemented the reduction in 
parking spaces would threaten the fu-
ture of the Village Hall.  Both the hall 
and Punch Bowl are village amenities, 
and both would be harmed considera-
bly by any development at this site. 

The Annual Village Carnival uses the 
Punch Bowl car park as its assembly 
point,  the proposed development 
would adversely affect the viability of 
the Carnival. 

The local football team uses the Punch 
Bowl for after match refreshments. 

The loss of parking would lead to an 
increase in street parking and impact 
adversely on road safety in places 
where the Parish Council is already try-
ing to reduce risks. This would be in 
conflict with CSP6 of the NPPF and re-
sult in an unacceptable impact on high-
way safety with severe congestion on a 
busy road and crossroads. It would fur-
ther exacerbate the parking problems 
at the school.  

Access for emergency vehicles would 
be compromised and even blocked 
within the village. 

The plan suggests that access to the car 
park may be restricted for large vehi-
cles such as emergency vehicles, dray 

(Continued from page 9)WFWI report 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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with Topiarius 

Fresh start September 

Some people say that September is 
the start of a new gardening year, oth-
ers say the old year ends at the end of 
September. Probably, most stick with 
the calendar year and say January. 
Why September? The only logic I can 
see is that it is the start of autumn 
(the early autumn month) and when 
you can reasonably focus your atten-
tion on looking forward to the next 
year rather than the current one. In-
deed, I do start to take more interest 
in the next year but have to discipline 
myself a bit to still pay attention to the 
remaining tasks. The weeds don’t 
know it is time to quit and not all the 
pests will hibernate for the winter. 

One autumn job is harvesting fruit 
which means deciding when they are 
ripe. Apples are no big problem but 
deciding when to pick pears is a hit 
and miss affair for most of us. You 
have to take them before they are 
fully ripe and I find that a beginning of 
September start is OK for my William 
Bon Chretien and Conference trees. 
Also at the beginning of September, I 
plant out the last lettuce and replace 
the cucumber plants in the glass-
house—those two thing alone show 
that summer is not fully over. Septem-
ber is also a good time to apply moss 
killer and scarify and aerate the grass. 
Then, as a sign of autumn, I start the 
winter pruning, beginning with ivies 

on walls. I also expect to make a start 
on the list of jobs generated by the 
July assessment with the aim of 
getting ahead before any really bad 
weather. 

Changes planned for our garden can 
be guaranteed to not be to follow 
fashion, much more likely to be to 
make life more convenient. There will 
be areas that have suddenly shouted 
at us that they are wrong, overgrown 
or simply tired (and probably have 
been for some time until we noticed). 
One area that we have started on is 
where we finally admitted that the 
shade was too dense to grow grass. It 
has been cleared but what to do with 
it is still in the planning stage. There is 
a lot to be said for taking your time to 
analyse what is best for an area, it 
gives time for new bright ideas to ma-
terialise from nowhere. We have a 
second area in this category of “it has 
to change” which will involve the re-
moval of a hedge, but until it is gone 
and we can “see the wood for the 
trees” no decision will be made on a 
new scheme. 

Then of course there are the jobs that 
are sort of forced on you. Two of ours 
involve water, a new pump and realis-
ing that our pond is well overdue for a 
clean out.  

Do you do it in Autumn or in Spring? 
Experts don’t agree but we have more 

time in autumn. 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 

13 

 

delivery vans, library and refuse collec-
tion vans which might not be able to 
turn around in the proposed confined 
space. That would be contrary to plan-
ning principles relating to access which 
is clear that vehicles must be able to 
enter and leave such a space in a for-
ward gear.      

Specific Application Items: The applica-
tion proposes the erection of five 
dwellings on surplus land to the east of 
The Punch Bowl public house. It is not-
ed that this is contrary to a Heritage 
Statement and Impact Assessment, 
dated May 2024 which states ‘the de-
velopment relates to the construction 
of 4no. three-bedroom terraced houses 
and 6no one-bedroom apartments.’      

Para 6.2. of the Planning Statement in 
the application claims that the grass 
area is currently under-utilised. This is 
not accepted by the villagers who state 
how well it used for many public and 
arranged events. The Heritage state-
ment claims that the impact would be 
neutral which is clearly not the case. 
The habitat survey was conducted in 
May 2023 and needs updating. 

Over development would pose a risk to 
the trees which are integral to the char-
acter and setting of the Punch Bowl, 
and the heart of the village. The sub-
mitted Tree Survey provides details of 
each tree that might be affected and 
suggests that some might well be sig-
nificantly pruned or cut down.   

The proposed site contains three ma-

ture trees - 2 x mature sycamore in 
good health and 1 x Ash, which is a 
noteworthy mature architectural 
tree.  All three trees contribute mas-
sively to the green infrastructure  and 
amenity of West Felton, their scale 
is  far superior to other trees in the vi-
cinity which have been damaged by 
either poor pruning or not of sufficient 
size to warrant further protection. In-
deed, there are few mature trees left 
within the immediate developed envi-
ronment of West Felton. 

Bats are regularly seen flying around 
the area of The Cross where the Punch 
Bowl is located, and these trees provide 
a significant contribution to support 
biodiversity which in turn helps to sup-
port this endangered species. As a re-
sult of recent building developments, 
the numbers have really declined liter-
ally within a year or so and as a result 
the bats now do not have anywhere to 
feed. There are still a few bats left, but 
you only see the odd one or two flying 
at dusk, where previously there used to 
be 10-20 hence the necessity to keep 
tree cover and moth habitat. The an-
swer is not more bat boxes, which is a 
planner’s answer to everything ecologi-
cal - they need food! 

Planning principles expect that mature 
trees are preserved to function as 
green corridors, such as these, which 
are so necessary to support ecosystems 
and food webs that rely on each other. 

The proposed development will cause 
irreparable harm to the trees due to 

(Continued from page 11)Parish Council 

(Continued on page 15) 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Mortgages & Equity 
Release 
 

Protection 

 
Care Fees Planning 

Pensions & Retirement 
planning 
 

Inheritance tax & estate 
planning 
 

Tax efficient savings & 
investments 

Paul Humphreys DipFA, MILIBF 
Financial Planning Consultant 
Book your FREE initial financial consultation 
T: 01691 652233  
E: paul.humphreys@quilterfa.com 
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https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-rubbish/garden-waste-
collections/ 

RECYCLING  -  GARDEN WASTE COLLECTIONS 
From 1 October 2024 you'll need to subscribe to the 

garden waste collection service if you'd like Shropshire Council  
to continue collecting your garden bin.   

The annual subscription fee is £56 and covers the period 1 October 2024 to 
30 September 2025. A payment window will be open from September 2024 
until 31 March 2025. The charge is £56 regardless of when you sign up. 

Once you've signed up and paid, your garden waste bin will be emptied on 
your scheduled collection day. However, if this is after the 1 October 2024, 
the later you leave it to subscribe the higher the chance that your collection 
day will change. 

If you don’t subscribe, your garden bin will not be emptied 
after 1 October 2024. 

Subscriptions cost £56 per year, and you'll need to subscribe and pay the full 
£56 for each garden bin that you'd like collected, up to a maximum of three. 

By signing up by 30 September 2024, your collections will continue as usual 
on your scheduled collection day, and you'll benefit from the full year of col-
lections and get the best value for money out of the service. 

Once you subscribe, you will get a letter and a special sticker to attach to your 
garden bin so that it can be easily seen by the collection crews. Place the 
sticker on the back of your bin (handle side) as soon as you get it – instruc-
tions about how to do this will be in your letter.  
The stickers are designed to fray and tear when removed from the bins. This 
prevents them being reused by other residents. Your sticker will have your 
address and unique reference number on it, which allows the waste teams to 
check that the bin is at the relevant location. We'll post a new collection stick-
er to subscribers each year when they resubscribe.  
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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either pruning, felling or root damage 
that will be necessary and unavoidable 
if permission is granted. Trees of this 
stature have extensive root systems 
that extend well beyond the tree cano-
py, damage to which through construc-
tion activities will result in terminal de-
cline. With reference to the position of 
the trees, and the orientation to the 
sun, the proposed housing develop-
ment will get little sunlight for the ma-
jority of the day during summertime. 
This further adds to the case against the 
suitability of this site for the proposed 
development. 

Local Plan policy CS6 clearly states that 
new developments in a village ‘must 
contribute to health and wellbeing of 
community’ (and not harm it) – we sub-
mit that for all the reasons outlined and 
detailed above this development would 
NOT comply with CS6. Further all new 
plans must contain a biodiversity gain. 
There are two such documents in the 
proposal but neither identifies any bio-
diversity gain as required. On the con-
trary, the impact of the proposed prun-
ing or felling of trees would have the 
opposite effect and reduce the biodi-
versity of the area with the reduction of 
feeding facilities for the bats. 

The Heritage Adviser for Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE) - the 
Countryside Charity - also states that 
the proposal ‘does not reflect the im-
portance of the site to the Conservation 
Area and its conclusion that the effect 
will be neutral is seriously flawed.’ 

There is already concern within this 

specific area of the village regarding the 
ability of drainage to reduce flooding. 
Reports indicate that a local company 
already discharges 102 hours of sewage 
into Weirbrook. The land on which the 
Punch Bowl is built is raised, which 
would increase the serious risk of in-
creased flooding in other residential 
areas nearby.  

It is very clear from the documents re-
ferred to above and the Planning Order 
2015 that in designated areas – conser-
vation area being one - outline planning 
apps are not normally acceptable for 
the reasons set out in Section 9. 

Conclusion: The Parish Council objects 
to this application and submits that it 
should be refused outright without any 
further action. Its acceptance and im-
plementation would have serious ad-
verse impacts which would be:  

- to devalue the sustainability of West 
Felton and harm its function as a com-
munity hub; 

- to impact adversely on the viability of 
the Village pub, Village Hall and shop; 

- contrary to all planning principles for a 
village hub in a conservation area.  

In the Shropshire Local Development 
Framework - Adopted Core Strategy 
document (2011) at CS4 it states with 
reference to Community Hubs that:  

"Development proposals that do not 
make sufficient contribution to improv-
ing the sustainability of the community 
WILL BE REFUSED as unsustainable de-
velopment."  

(Continued from page 13) Parish Council 

(Continued on page 17) 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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O s w es t r y  &  B o r d e r  
H i s t o r y  &  A r c h a e o l o g y  

G r o u p  
Oswestry is a town with a long history 
that reflects its special position on the 
border between England and Wales 
from its origins in Norman times 
through to the present day. Join us as 
we explore the streets, the shops, the 
pubs and the markets and fairs of 
Oswestry to find out how it developed 
over this time. 
Researched and written by John Pryce
-Jones and narrated by Samantha 
Jones for the Oswestry Heritage Ac-
tion Zone project, have a look at this 
interesting, brief video history of 
Oswestry. It has already been viewed 
by over 2000 people. It lasts for about 
12 minutes and can be accessed on 
the following link. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1vw6gjrOhss 

out like that??? This is what I think it says: (Ed) 

NOTICE  
On Tuesday next in Salop Road, Oswestry 
The committee intends having, as usual, 

The Gymnast ic  
Exercises ,   

OLYMPIC GAMES  
and Athenian Sports 

Provided the Neighbours and Gentlefolk pay their 
Subscription to the Stewart in Salop Road, 

for buying the prizes, etc. 
 

August 16, 1834                     Minshull Printer, Oswestry. 

(Continued from page 39) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Coffee Morning 
 

Come and meet the neighbours! 
Thursday, 5th September 10-12noon  

in the village hall. 
 

£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee, biscuits. 
 

Bacon baps £1 extra 
 

Raffle  

Sales tables for cakes, 

marmalade, 

produce, 

greeting cards 

and craft items. 

Welcome ! 

West Felton  
Community  

Coffee Morning 

COMMUNITY  

COFFEE  

MORNINGS 

Welcome! 

The Parish Council expects Shropshire 
Council to follow its own strong di-
rective and refuse this application.  

We also request that the application 

goes to the Northern Planning Com-
mittee to be decided.¨ 

Cllr John Thornhill, Chair,  

West Felton Parish Council 

(Continued from page 15) Parish Council 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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and nearer home. Here is an 1834 handbill, written in phonetic vernacular, ad-
vertising "Ho-limpyc Gaymes" in Oswestry!  Did Oswestrians really need it spelt 

(Continued from page 37) 

(Continued on page 41) 
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your 
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 
michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 
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Want to ‘Flog it’? 
West Felton Village Hall 

Saturday 21st September 
10:30am to 2pm 

Hallmarks  
 

We are looking to buy all types of Gold and 

Silver jewellery in any condition. 
 

Rings, wristwatches, pocket watches, chains, brooches, 

crosses, cufflinks, coins, bracelets, etc. 
We also buy silver items: boxes, medals, charm brace-
lets, cigarette cases, etc. 
FREE VALUATION Paul 07305 095849 

LOCAL HEALTH CHAMPION SEEKS 
EXPERIENCES OF USING 
COMMUNITY PHARMACIES. 
Community pharmacies are offering more services and trying to help take the 
pressure off GP services. These include ‘Pharmacy First’ which provides con-
sultation services and the supply of appropriate medicines for 7 common 
conditions including earache, sore throat, and urinary tract infections. 

Healthwatch Shropshire wants to hear from anyone who has used pharma-
cy services for any reason since February 2024.  

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Healthwatch Shropshire, said, “We would like to 
understand the experience of patients using pharmacies not only for the 
Pharmacy First service but all of the other services provided by pharmacies.” 

“We would also like to hear from pharmacy staff about their experience of 
providing Pharmacy First and other advanced services.” 

“To share experiences people can contact us online https://
ww.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HWSpharmacyservices/  or ring our office and talk 
to one of the staff on 01743 237884.”  
Healthwatch Shropshire is the independent health and social care champion 
in Shropshire. It gathers the views and experiences of patients, service users, 

(Continued on page 23) 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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The Olympic Games – 
the Shropshire connection 
Baron Pierre de Coubertin was the 
founder of the modern Olympic Games, 
inspired by the ancient Olympic Games 
held in Greece. Born in Paris in 1863, 
Pierre Baron de Coubertin, came from 
an aristocratic family and was a very 
keen sportsman. As an educationalist 
he firmly believed that sport was the 
key to developing mental energy. A 
keen Anglophile, he greatly admired 
British public schools and their concen-
tration on sports. 

Meanwhile in Much Wenlock, Shrop-
shire, we had Dr William Penny 
Brookes, a local doctor and surgeon, 
who founded the Wenlock Olympian 
Society in 1850 and held their first 
games that year. The games included a 
mixture of traditional games such as 
football and cricket, athletics, and usu-
ally an event to entertain the specta-
tors – this once included an Old Wom-
en’s Race and a Blindfolded Wheelbar-
row Race! A band led the procession of 
officials, competitors and flag bearers 
down the streets of Much Wenlock to 
the field where the games would be 
held. 

The games went from strength to 
strength attracting competitors from all 
around England. Brookes insisted that 
the games would not exclude any able-
bodied man. Dr Brookes was so deter-
mined for the games to be open to all 
men that when the railway came to 
Much Wenlock, the first train was 
planned to come to the town on the  

 

 

 

day of the games and Brookes insisted 
that working-class men were allowed 
to travel free. Brookes was also Direc-
tor of the Wenlock Railway Company. 

The Wenlock Olympian Games became 
very popular, and in 1861 the Shrop-
shire Olympian Games were founded. 
The games were held in different towns 
each year and it is from the Shropshire 
Olympian Games that the modern 
Olympics are thought to have taken the 
idea of host towns (or cities and coun-
tries in modern days) to take responsi-
bility for the financing of the games. 

In 1890 Baron de Coubertin accepted 
Brookes’ invitation to come to Much 
Wenlock to watch the Wenlock Olympi-
an Games. It is thought the two dis-
cussed their similar ambitions for an 
International Olympic Games. Six years 
later de Coubertin founded the modern 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
with the first Games taking place in 
Athens, April 1896.  

Brookes sadly died just four months 
before the first International Olympic 
Games of the modern era. The Wenlock 
Olympian Games are still held annually 
in July; 2024 saw the 138th Wenlock 
Games organised by the volunteers of 
the Wenlock Olympian Society. 

Having said all that, it seems that Olym-
pian ideals were evident much earlier 

(Continued on page 39) 
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s 

Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, 
a leading landscaping company 

with a reputation for creating truly magnificent and unique gardens 
throughout Shropshire. As true landscaping specialists, we take 
pride in what we do, and work closely with our clients to develop 
inspired concepts, creating exciting, practical garden design. 
Our philosophy is simple: reliability, combined with a professional 
service & value for money.  

 
"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. 
Design is how it works.”  
 
With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ 
we set out the inclusive price. 
 
Quotations are free of charge 
and made at a time to suit you . 
 
 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  

• Patios & all aspects of 
paving  

• Fencing and trellises  

• Driveways and paths  

• Garden walls, brickwork,      
rendering 

• Turf laying and artificial grass  

• Decking 

• Indian stone 

• Natural stone paving  

E:shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 
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The recent election was not 
noted for any fireworks or 

major controversies.  
Michael Davie 

There were some upsets in mainly 
Muslim areas in which established 
candidates faced groups of Muslims 
who believed that a stronger line 
should be taken against the war in 
Gaza. Some important existing mem-
bers of parliament (MPs) with large 
majorities either lost or came near to 
losing their seats. The influence of 
religion on voting intentions has been 
the subject of several learned disser-
tations over the years. Results gener-
ally confirm the adage that the 
Church of England is the Conservative 
party at prayer, that Roman Catholics 
tend to be more left wing and that 
members attached to the Liberal par-
ty tend to be those described at 
‘nones’; that is they have no religion. 
Overall however practising Christians 
(of any sect) tend to the left of centre 
at least in the UK. In America Evangel-
ical churches tend to favour the Re-
publican cause.  
As was discussed last month the rela-
tionship between the temporal and 
the spiritual has had a turbulent his-
tory. Charlemagne and the Pope set 
up a loose association known as the 
Holy Roman Empire. In England 
matters came to a head when Thom-
as Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
tried to make the church more pow-
erful than the king, Henry II, thought 

appropriate. The king wanted to have 
power over appointment of Bishops 
and church courts: Beckett would not 
agree – a position that would ulti-
mately cost him his life. By the middle 
ages there were Bishops in the House 
of Lords and today there are still 26 
Lords Spiritual. . The clergy had sig-
nificant influence in the Middle Ages 
and after, largely because they com-
prised a large body of literate people. 
In 1640 however, the Clergy Act pre-
vented anyone in Holy Orders from 
exercising temporal power. At the 
time 22 members of the 70 in the 
Lords were Bishops and effectively 
blocked much legislation. 
At the Restoration, the Bishops were 
restored. Matters rested there until 
1801 when clergy were prevented 
from standing as Members of Parlia-
ment. This related, however, only to 
clergy ordained by a Bishop, and may 
have been a move to keep Roman 
Catholics out of parliament. At the 
time the Union of Ireland bill was pro-
gressing through parliament and rela-
tions with France, a Catholic country, 
were at a low ebb. Across the channel 
Napoleon considered that “skilful 
conquerors have not got entangled 
with priests: they can both contain 
them and advise them”. For 200 years 
ordained clergy were prohibited from 
being Members of Parliament. That 
was until 2001 when the Blair govern-
ment “believe(d) that the current sit-

(Continued on page 23) 
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Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  
Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 
Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Your Weight 
Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 
*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk 

 What could you gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 = a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £10,950  = a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 

Visit your local 

Advanced Clinical 

Hypnotherapist                                                                          

for a Happier, 

Healthier, Slimmer, 

Wealthier YOU!!  

 Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy  
Tobacco…Cannabis...Vapes    

 Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Self Love & Emotional Guidance  

Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include 
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy. 

Week 1 – Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques 
Week 2 – Hypnotherapy – Welcome to Weight Loss 
Week 3 – Hypnotherapy – Maintaining Weight Loss 
Week 4 – Hypnotherapy – Virtual Gastric Band 

*or additional session of choice*. 
 

What are YOU waiting for…?  
Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY! 

Visit Michelle at Rednal, West Felton: 07584 323620 / 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk / www.angelicyou.co.uk 

What could YOU gain??? 

1 pack @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  

= £5,575 
= a Great Holiday? a Car? 
Better Health… definitely! 

2 packs @ £15 per 
day x 365 days  = £10,950  

= a Wedding? Savings? 
Longer Life … ? 
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News from the school  
The last few weeks of the school term in July were as busy as 
ever with Leavers plays and services at the church, Sports 
Days, trips out to Aico and our Biennial Farmers Market.     
Our youngest children in Nursery and Reception were busy 
too. They had been learning all about the village. They had 
been comparing the differences between West Felton and local towns and cities.   
They had also been comparing some modern houses in the village with some of 
the older properties in West Felton.    
Whilst learning about the village they also had discussions about how they could 
help to look after our village. The children decided that they wanted to do a litter 
pick around the village. They wrote a letter to the West Felton WI to ask if we 
could kindly borrow their litter picking sets. The WI responded with a lovely 
letter and granted us permission to use the litter picking sets. We also made 
posters to display around the village to remind people to either take their litter 
home or to put it in the bins.      
Reception children (4-5 year olds) then braved the rain and set about collecting 
rubbish on the roads around the school whilst our nursery children (2-4 years 
old) did a litter pick on the school site and field. The children were highly en-
gaged and soon the pavements were spotless. The children were shocked and 
saddened by the amount of litter they found but they are hopeful that their 
posters will help reduce the amount of litter in the future.  

Now as we start an exciting  new term, our Early Years unit is busy again and 
we welcome many new families to our school.  Due to hiring an additional 

member of staff we do now have a few spaces on some sessions if you know 
anyone who is looking for a nursery space for a 2-4 year old then 

please contact us.       
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uation on clergy disqualification can 
no longer be justified. If a person 
wishes to stand for Parliament, it 
should be a matter for the electorate 
to decide whether they want the per-
son to become their representative if 
relevant qualifications are met”. The 
ensuing bill was passed with Labour 
and Liberals being on a 3 line whip 
and the Conservatives allowed to 
vote according to their conscience. 
That the electorate should decide 
about the person brings the issue up 
to date with recent events. To be de-
selected from being an MP by an 
electorate not subscribing to your 
beliefs is an occurrence that is re-
garded as fair play: to be deselected 
by your party for subscribing to your 
beliefs may be actionable in law. 
Such a situation arose recently in the 
otherwise tranquil constituency of 
Sutton and Cheam. In this case did 
the statement that “it should be a 
matter for the electorate to decide 
whether they want the person to be-
come their representative if relevant 
qualifications are met” apply to the 
selection of a candidate? What might 
be “the relevant qualifications?”  
Members of the Lib-Dem group (and 

naming the party is relevant in the 
light of the discussion in the first par-
agraph) found that that the Christian-
ity of the previously selected candi-
date made him unsuitable. The se-
lected candidate stated that he was 
mocked and abused at a selection 
committee because of his beliefs, and 
was told he was unsuitable to cam-
paign in certain wards. Being a mem-
ber of a Parochial Church Council and 
a Chairman of a Christian movement 
was held against him. This is perhaps 
not surprising given that Liberals tend 
to be ‘nones’ as described above. The 
Bishops of Winchester and Guildford 
have called upon the party to re-
instate the member whilst the mem-
ber himself is suing the party under 
the Equality Act. 
Perhaps attitudes have not changed 
much in the millennium between 
Henry II and 2024. There remains a 
feeling that the spiritual province 
should remain separate from the 
temporal province. Each has its own 
function. The clergy are entitled to be 
religious; that is their job. But with 
37% of the population having no reli-
gion according to the 2021 census, a 
lay person espousing too much reli-
gion may cause unease. 

(Continued from page 21) 

carers, and the general public about services including hospitals, GPs, mental 
health services, community health services, pharmacists, opticians, residen-
tial care and children’s services. It also has statutory powers that it can use to 

influence service provision by encouraging improvements. 

(Continued from page 19) Healthwatch 
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WEST FELTON WI 

At the July meeting the guest speaker was Tullis 
Matson from Stallion AI Services in Whitchurch. 
Tullis specialises in equine artificial insemination 
providing a worldwide service. He is also pas-

sionate about saving species from extinction. He has been working to create a 
cryopreservation biobank in the UK which specialises in storing living regenera-
tive material from animal species threatened with extinction. From this the chari-
ty, Nature’s SAFE was born, a living biobank on a mission to save animals from 
extinction by indefinitely preserving live cells from endangered species.  

 

During July members supported the School Farmers market. Huge thanks to the 
contributors of cookies and craft and those that were able to help on the day. 
Members enjoyed a garden visit as part of Shropshire Open Gardens and the 
Litter Pickers were out tidying up around the village.   

CARNIVAL - West Felton WI came second in the adult float competition at the 
Carnival. The theme was Quality Street chocolates and their logo was “Quality 
ladies since 1921”. It was a fantastic float, colourful and vibrant. Thanks go to 
Rhian for organising it and to all the ladies who took part. And of course WFWI 
ran the tea tent at the carnival - tea and cakes as usual very popular, thanks to 
the ladies who manned the tea tent and to the bakers of the lovely cakes. The 
next meeting is on 12th September, 7pm, featuring guest speaker Maggie Love - 
The Evolution of Dance. 
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AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

TAYLOR  

MA ID  
DO YOU REQUIRE 
A RELIABLE, HONEST  
PERSON TO HELP  
WITH: 
■  General  housework  
■  Cleaning  
■  Gardening  
■  Dog walking  
■  Trips  to  shops or  doctors  
 

CRB checked. 

Three references available. 

01 691 610 782 
07 484 140 470  
£11 per hour 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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Saturday 12th October 
West Felton Village Hall 

 
Lots to see  

Unusual gifts, cards,  
Produce, cakes 

 
   Entrance free 

 
Refreshments for sale. 

Bring the family, sit and 
enjoy a cup of tea, 

coffee, homemade cake. 

Come and learn how to play this very 
sociable game, it can be played in clubs 
or just with friends.  
 
John Davies, a qualified EBED teacher is 
offering lessons starting on 10th Sep-
tember at Oswestry Memorial Hall. 
 
For further information contact John on : 
779594 or 07942 349114 or email 
johnewdavies@btinternet.com 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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Chester and Liverpool roads.  

Further along the road at Queens Head 
stands the old coaching inn of that 
name with the canal and various build-
ings that must have been busy with 
tons of goods unloaded from the barg-
es: coals, bricks and manure etc. The 
coaches and travellers would some-
times branch off here directly through 
Whittington and rejoin the road at 
Gobowen. In Oswestry the main coach-
ing inn was The Wynnstay Arms. In 
1832 Princess Victoria passed through, 
being presented by Thomas Kenyon 
with the “History of Oswestry”. The 
Wynnstay Arms was earlier known as 
The Cross Foxes. Cross foxes appear on 
the coat of arms of the Wynn family of 

Wynnstay Hall, Ruabon. 

The railways saw the end of an era and 
as the railways progressed so the 
coaches and inns that served them dis-
appeared or served another purpose. 
The road was still there though and in 
the last forty or fifty years saw such an 
increase in traffic as more goods were 
moved by lorry and more families 
owned cars, that eventually a bypass 
was necessary for our part of the road 
to make life bearable once again for 
the people who lived in West Felton. 
Our road now is probably more like the 
old coaching road than at any other 
time, with only fairly local traffic 
around. The old coaches would not 
have travelled at quite the speed as 
now but on the other hand we’re not 

up to our knees in mud these days. 

(Continued from page 29) Holyhead Road 

 

Harvest  Supper  

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

Delicious food,         Good company,  

A great community night out 
Raffle      Quiz 

Book now, Tickets £10 
from 

Michael Davie 01691 610612 
or any church member. 

 
St Michael's Parish Church, West Felton 

FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 7pm 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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Record breaking crowds were seen at West Felton carnival this year with well 
over 1000 people turning out for the entertainment. 

This years procession included a juggler, stilt walker, classic cars and trucks, a 
pipe band, gymnasts, cheerleaders, and the land girls.  Floats included The Wom-
bles, a fire engine, a pirate ship, the Olympics, Quality Streets and the village pri-
mary school.  The pirate ship and Olympics won in the children and grown-up 
categories. 

Entertainment on the stage was provided by the Porthywaen Silver band, the 
fantastic Alfie Edwards, the Wirral Pipe band and an array of local groups per-
forming their arts.  

In the field were donkey rides, a rodeo sheep, fairground rides and an inflatable 
assault course, as well as many stalls providing delicious produce and crafts. 
Food was provided by Pizza Box and The Punch Bowl Inn.  

Noah Bancroft and Holly Dyke were our carnival king and queen. 

A lot of effort goes into keeping the community event alive. The success of the 
event was made possible by our generous sponsors: Homemaster Relocations, 
Border Temperature Control, Network Plus, Invertek Drives, MVRS Horsebox Re-
pair, as well as a resourceful band of helpers who volunteered to man the gates 
and road closures.  A massive operation and effort from all.   

From a wonderful West Felton. 

WEST FELTON 
CARNIVAL, 2024 
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The A5 Holyhead 
Road 

by Pat Mabe 
I came across this pen and 
ink drawing of Queen’s 
Head when I was research-
ing an article on The Holy-
head Road to be printed in 
West Felton Village Maga-
zine as early as 1993 (one 
year after the original 
magazine started). I was 
really taken with this 
sketch.  

The road through our vil-
lage has seen some changes over the 
years; not least the latest when it be-
came again a village street (the opening 
of the by-pass). When in the past we 
complained of the heavy traffic of the 
coastal-bound holiday makers and lor-
ries carrying huge loads to various 
points west and north of us, did you 
ever stop to wonder what it was like 
two or even one hundred years ago?  

As far back as 1650, apart from local 
carts and merchants, the only travellers 
would have been hardy country gentle-
men wrapped in riding cloaks and with 
jackboots to their thighs splashing 
through mud and mire. The journey 
between London and Holyhead would 
have been made in six days if the trav-
ellers were both active and fortunate.  
They would have ridden post horses, 
changing their mounts at well-known 
stages on the way. The system took its 
origin from the establishment of post 
houses by the Post Office in 1635 when 
the charge for an able horse was two 

and a half old pennies. As time passed 
this monopoly was abolished and most 
innkeepers supplied horses for those 
hardy riders who despised the new fan-
gled coaches. 

The earliest mention of a coach on the 
Holyhead Road is found in the Mercu-
rius Politicus on April 9th 1657. It ran 
only between London and West Ches-
ter via Aldersgate, Coventry, Stone and 
to Chester taking four days on the jour-
ney. That was the advertised time; the 
journey due to bad weather and 
holdups (not road works we assume) 
took six days in actual fact. The route to 
Holyhead via Shrewsbury was not es-
tablished until the early 1700s. Highway 
robbery was not uncommon, and the 
Shrewsbury coach was robbed in Janu-
ary 1703, in the neighbourhood of 
Brownhills, by a gang of men and wom-
en who plundered the passengers. 

The roads were all incredibly bad, no 

(Continued on page 29) 
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matter the route. Travellers were able, 
though, to consult Ogilby’s Britannia, 
first printed in 1675, which was a thick 
folio volume containing engraved 
plates and descriptions of every road in 
Britain. Every important inn kept a copy 
of Ogilby’s, just as now hotels keep 
railway timetables and tourist infor-
mation. 

The time taken to complete the route 
from London to Holyhead was difficult 
to establish, not just because of the 
bad state of the road, but also the 
length had never been finitely deter-
mined. The mile length itself had been 
defined as the Statute Mile in 1593 but 
the Post Office mile seemed longer. 
Trouble between the Post Office and 
postmasters arose with the appearance 
of milestones along the turnpike roads, 
and those who did business claimed 
extra mileage to make up the differ-
ence. 

The first stagecoach to ply between 
London and Holyhead started in 1780 
and went through Coventry, Castle 
Bromwich, Birmingham, Walsall, Wol-
verhampton, Shrewsbury, Llangollen, 
Corwen and Conway, thus keeping 
pretty closely to the course taken by 
the modern Holyhead Road. 

The road (A5) badly needed improve-
ments and in 1810 Thomas Telford was 
called in to plan the work. The Govern-
ment initially charged twenty-one 
townships between Shrewsbury and 
Holyhead to help pay for reconstruc-
tion of the road, but these townships 
were unable to do this and in 1815 the 

Government adopted Telford’s report 
and the Treasury found the money for 
the work. It was decided that improve-
ments should be made all along the 
road from London to Holyhead, but as 
the Shrewsbury to Holyhead portion 
was the worst it should have the first 
attention. It took five years to complete 
this stretch of the road; passing as it 
did through some of the wildest scen-
ery. Nowhere, now, was the gradient 
steeper than 1 in 20 and its width was 
28 to 34 feet. The old road, frequently 
as steep as 1 in 6½ and with its sides 
unprotected from the cliffs and tor-
rents that terrified bygone travellers, 
had almost wholly vanished. 

Various travellers along the road were 
regulars and one locally seems to have 
been The Honourable Thomas Kenyon 
who regularly travelled between Pra-
doe and Shrewsbury, Oswestry or even 
Llangollen and Bangor. He was reputed 
to have given many lifts to local people 
travelling in the same direction but 
would not, for reasons not explained, 
give a lift to someone carrying a stick. 
He was always a very punctual man and 
very often made arrangements to take 
someone home, but if they came late 
to the inn yard , they would find him 
gone and have to walk home. He was 
responsible for improvements to the 
road locally and lived to see the old 
ways pass and railways take the place 
of coaches. In 1842 at The Lion in 
Shrewsbury a Token of Gratitude was 
presented to Thomas Kenyon from the 
coachmen and guards on the Holyhead, 

(Continued from page 28) 
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