rcCcTmwC
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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231
BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk

CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View

CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was) 105 or

KNOCKIN Medical Practice

NHS Out of Hours Service

Orthopaedic Hospital

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number
Oswestry Police Station
Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon
PUNCH BOWL
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am
RSPCA Shropshire Branch
SAMARITANS
SCAMS (Banks, money) -
SCHOOL — West Felton C E School
SHOP: West Felton Stores

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anti-Social Report Line

01743 233123
0345 6789007

01691 654646

03444 991100
01939 260296

01691 656882

0800 001 5400
01691 682203

111
01691 404000

101
0300 333 3000

01691 610218
07543 040618
01691 610255
01691 681010

01691 652248

07703 567935
116 123

W) STOP SCAMS uk 159

01691 610388
01691 610863

0345 6789000
0345 6789020

Shrops Councillor: Clir David Walker 01743 256863/ M 07484 541576

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH:
Church Warden:

ST. CHAD'S: Chapel Warden:

VILLAGE HALL Bookings

MINISTRY vacant
Dr Michael Davie

Mrs Ann Hampson

01691 610612
01691 610845
01691 610629

WASP Problems Emergency number 01691 831251/ 07772 006994

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: President: Rhian

0800 783 4444
07375 997 782
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ROUND and ABOUT
WEST FELION

www.westfeltonmagazine.co.uk

Supporting local business - Supporting the community

WEST FELTON

Saturday 17th October, 10:30am - 2:30pm
West Felton Village Hall
:.,,. Call 01691 610665 | Email: christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com

- "®e a Reg: Charity number: 702175



mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month, 7:30 School Hall

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bow! EXCEPT...see page 19

Tuesday mornings: 2 sessions: 9:30-10:30 &
Pilates Class 10:45-11:45am Need to book online GYMCATCH. Phone: Abi
07904 456 368

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

el "

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School

Felton Flexors Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall

Z O

Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 01691 610336

Royal British INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
Legion day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.

1 October COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING 15
15 October County Councillor Surgery see below

17th October A WEST FELTON ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 17
3 November | NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TEAM MEETING Village Hall

6 November | 7:30 POPPY CONCERT West Felton Village Hall 31

%¥ Shropshire

I
| YOUR opportunity to engage personally
| with your LOCAL COUNTY COUNCILLOR

IE ........................ o
i 3rd Thursday each month | Nextsurgery 15 October

I‘ .I

| WEST FELTON - 7pm to 8pm: at The Punch Bowl, at the back of the restaurant.
| or WHITTINGTON: 10am to 11am at Senior Citizens Hall, Station Road,
IWhittington in the back room - coinciding with coffee morning.

| Cllr David Walker, Whittington Division: 01743 256863,

| Email: ClirDavid.Walker@shropshire.gov.uk | M: 07484 541576

David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

W. E. Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day. Pre-paid funeral plans available

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood,

Salop Road,
Oswestry, Golden Charter
SY11 2RN Smart Planning for Later Life
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday

54

WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion
in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy and
deadline for content changes
10th OCTOBER 2026

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:
Quarter page £65

Tel 01691 610300
€ Half page £95
colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £155

Editor: Colleen Hughes

Disclaimer
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s
products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers.

The information, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published
in Round and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do
not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee.

3




(&) WEST FELTON STORES

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SHOP

Your local village store with
a fine selection of wines and ales
using local suppliers.

Fresh bread
fruit and vegetables.

Pay Point

¥ Collect Plus
v FedEx

v" Yodel
v’ dpd
v" Royal Mail

OPENING HOURS ‘

Monday to Friday Saturday Sunday
7am - 8pm 7:30am - 8pm 10am - 7pm
4

Parish of Whittington and
West Felton with Haughton

Services in West Felton Parish:

St Chad’s, Haughton

SERVICES TO BE ANNOUNCED

St Michael’s, West Felton

9:30 am every Sunday
unless otherwise stated

ih

SERVICE ACCORDING TO THE BOOK
oF COMMON PRAYER.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please arrange with The Churchwarden:

Dr Michael Davie 01691 610 612

Pradoe Church

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated

Sunday 4th October - 10:30 a.m. Morning Service
: Sunday 18th October - 10:30 a.m. Harvest Festival Service

All welcome!
All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch, Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881
Email: see list. Website: www.westfelton-pc.gov.uk

Chairman CllIr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466
Elecmcal f M&V Renewables Vice-Chairman Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR 07955 232 199
ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &

0 1 69 1 7 1 2830 Clir Alastair FORBES
Clir Mick GREEN
) : ) Clir Marian HESKETH
office@rjwelectrical.com Clle Chris TONES
Cllr Pat MABE
Clir Ed NICHOLAS
Cllr Neil SUMMERS
Your Local ClIr David WALKER
Electricians § Solar

PV Installers

‘T)omestic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

Eiectrical Installation Condition Reporting Rosemary Wood

Solar PV John Thornhill
Ozcan Ozagir
eV Charger David Walker
@Renewable Technologies Marian Hesketh
David Curtis
CFAT Tesiao Ed Nicholas
Pat Mabe

Chris Jones
Alastair Forbes

N N\
we =l (3 ) RECCH Neil Summers

' Mick Green
52

SALC Area Committee)
01691 610 524
07928 479 305
01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).
01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee).
01691 610 400
01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)
07523 318 005
01691 897 117

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863

Mobile: 07484 541576

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan T: 01939 809387
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk

EMAIL ADDRESSES

FOR PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS

clerk@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
john.thornhill@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
ozcan.ozagir@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
david.walker@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
marian.hesketh@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
david.curtis@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
edward.nicholas@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
pat.mabe@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
chris.jones@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
alastair.forbes@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
neil.summers@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
michael.green@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
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www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE

FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

e
7 ﬁ % CityeGuilds
<2 NPTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk

y \":"‘

STRATTON

ROOFH*&»W

Looking to protect your
home with expert
roofing, insulation, or
spray foam removal?

Trust Stratton Roofing,
your specialists in long
lasting, professional
solutions

OUR
SERVICES

Spray Foam Removal
Leak Detection & Repair
Roof Repairs

Roof Cleaning
Insulation Install

Contact Us Today For A Free Consultation!

(£)0800 043 8001




DS PLUMBING & HEATING

= LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL
(=]

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
Breakdowns - Servicing
Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL
MEETINGS 2026/27

13 October 2026
10 November 2026
8 December 2026

12 January 2027
9 February 2027
9 March 2027

13 April 2027
11 May 2027

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL
Report from Chairman Clir John Thornhill

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

= Tree Surgery = Patios

» Hedge Trimming = Landscaping

= Fencing = Wood Chipping available
= Stump Grinding

Free quotations
Whole of Shropshire covered

Tel: 01691 770054
Mob: 07725819414

Cut & Colour
» Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails,
personal care

01939
809589 cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com
n cut&colourbaschurch
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Cut & Colour

Baschurch
Station Road

Baschurch SY4 2BB
@sarahatthehairstation

West Felton
Neighbourhood Plan Team

The team held a very positive meeting
on 1st September and members had
put in a lot of preparation for it. A de-
tailed document entitled Project Initia-
tion Document (PID) had been pre-
pared for discussion and members had
previously looked at examples of simi-
lar plans from other areas. The next
major step will be to seek your views
about the future of the village and
what you would like to see happening
and how it should develop. | am grate-
ful that we already have a start on this
and thanks to those who attended the
Carnival and completed question-
naires. The responses are informing
our next steps.

The next stage in the process will be to
devise and implement a parish mem-
bers questionnaire. This is being
worked on and our next formal
meeting to discuss this has been ar-
ranged for Tuesday 3rd November
2026 at the Village Hall. We will be
looking at ways in which we can obtain
the views of all members of the parish

of whatever age, and especially our
younger members.

So my question to everyone is WHAT
DO YOU WANT THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO DO FOR YOU?

The work of this group will continue
even after the decision on the current
planning applications has been made.
The Neighbourhood Plan is a proposal
to develop and support the village to
grow in accordance with the majority
wishes of the parish. So when the
team ask you to become involved in
responding to the questionnaire then
please tell us your views so we can
respond. This proposal is for all the
members of the parish far and wide
and we would welcome your input into
it in any way you wish.

Planning Applications

Many of you will be aware that three
planning application to build houses
have been submitted to Shropshire
Council. By the time you read this a
decision may have already been made
on them. The Parish Council has been

(Continued on page 8)




(Continued from page 7)

very active in opposing these develop-
ments. Two of these applications were
set to be presented to Shropshire
Council for consideration on 22nd Sep-
tember. It was understood that the
relevant Council Officer would make a
recommendation that they be ap-
proved. The Parish Council was invited
along with the Local Shropshire Coun-
cillor for the area and a member of the
public to make representations. In
preparation for that meeting it was
agreed to hold an emergency meeting
for members of the parish on Wednes-
day 16th at 7pm in the village hall to
plan our approach and strategy to the
applications and the presentations at
the meeting and to those Councillors

making the decision in advance of it.

We considered a number of possible
developments such as ensuring the
War Memorial is tidied up for the Re-
membrance day Service; improving
facilities for younger members of the
parish; looking again at facilities for the
football team and similar activities.
We would like to hear your views so
please send them in to the Clerk
whose details are published in the
monthly magazine ‘Round and About
West Felton’ edited by Colleen
Hughes. Many thanks to her for her
work on this full and very informative
monthly publication.

Please give us you views so we know
what you want.e

Annual property review

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

¢ Have you made cosmetic changes in the
past 12 months?

¢ Have you simply outgrown your home?

e Was the last time you had your home
valued 2+ years ago?

¢ Do you understand how to maximise
the value of your home?

%Y Shropshire

Council

Shropshire Councillor Report
Cllr David Walker

Over the past month a significant
amount of my time has been focused
on the next Shropshire Local Plan,
alongside continuing to deal with local
highways, planning and community
issues affecting West Felton and the
wider area.

The Council is now approaching the
formal commencement of plan-
making following completion of the
first scoping and engagement stage.
Feedback from almost 1,000 respons-
es has reinforced many of the points
residents and parish councils have
been making, including the im-

portance of infrastructure-led growth,
protecting the environment, consider-
ing local circumstances, and ensuring
communities have a genuine voice in
shaping future development.

As Cabinet Member for Planning, |
have spent considerable time working
with officers on preparing for this next
phase, reviewing consultation find-
ings, shaping communications, and
ensuring that the priorities of rural
communities are reflected as the plan
develops. A key message emerging
from the consultation is that growth
must be linked to infrastructure capac-
ity and local needs rather than simply
meeting numerical targets. This will
remain an important consideration for

(Continued on page 9)

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive
estimate of your property’s value, based on the
latest market trends and local data. Whether
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just
want to know more about your home’s worth,
we’re here to help.

So don’t hesitate,
contact us today to
schedule your free
home valuation and get
the information you
need to make informed {
decisions about your
home and investment.
Kind regards,

Daniel & team

01691 674494
_ The Don,
Albion Hill,
Oswestry X
SY111QA e b

o~ —

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com
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Dy Do Coe 4o iy v

s Fully insured 4* star rating. e Daily dog walks located in the countryside.
W Your pet treated as one of the family. % Chill-out zone.
¥ Secure dog run for fun & games. ¥ Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

%% As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

% Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

“ (’,7;77"“'({”—‘549

Located in West Felton, Oswestry

® \ v u Tel: 07974 152022
s ,(ﬁ“f ‘e, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
- ' {7 a % ) @wagglytailswestfelton

RIDGE FUELS coAL LOGS, GAS BOTTLES

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES
SELECTION oF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS
SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES
CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY
FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
Wholesaler and Retailer

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk
Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST
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(Continued from page 8)
villages such as West Felton.

Work has also been progressing on the
Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA), which provides the environ-
mental framework for assessing future
development options, planning poli-
cies, and site allocations within the
new Local Plan. The SEA considers
matters such as biodiversity, climate
change, landscape, heritage, water
resources, and sustainable transport,
helping to ensure environmental con-
siderations are embedded in plan-
making from the outset while also
identifying opportunities to enhance
and improve our environment. Consul-
tation on the SEA will be out any day
now.

National planning policy has also con-
tinued to evolve. During August the
Government published further plan-
ning reforms, including changes to the
National Planning Policy Framework
and proposals affecting how planning
applications are determined. | have
been working with officers and Cabi-
net colleagues to understand the im-
plications for Shropshire and to ensure
that local communities continue to
have an effective voice in the planning
process.

Locally, | have continued to handle
planning and enforcement enquiries
raised by residents, while also moni-
toring proposals that could affect local
infrastructure and traffic movements.
Protecting the quality of life of existing

residents remains a priority, particu-
larly where there are concerns about
cumulative impacts, highway capacity,
drainage and community facilities.

Highways matters have again featured
prominently. Residents will be aware
of resurfacing works between Queens
Head and Rednal, where | have contin-
ued to liaise with officers and contrac-
tors regarding delivery and communi-
cations. Wider discussions have also
continued around road maintenance,
drainage, and highway improvements
across the division.

Environmental matters have also re-
ceived attention during the month.
Discussions are progressing with part-
ners on opportunities linked to nature
recovery, woodland creation, green
infrastructure, and the role these can
play within the emerging Local Plan.
These initiatives have the potential to
improve biodiversity, increase climate
resilience, and enhance access to na-
ture across rural communities.

A substantial amount of work this
month has been around the specula-
tive sites in the village, two of which
will be decided on the 22nd. These are
both up for approval, but | am confi-
dent that there are strong grounds for
refusal on all three sites. | have been
working with residents on how we
tackle the applications at the planning
committee.

As always, if there is anything | can
assist with, please do not hesitate to
contact me.e



Tel: 07830 050908

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk

Do you need a bit of help
around your house and garden?

Duncan Galliers
Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery
Specialist in traditional

techniques for antique and
modern furniture.

Spring repair,

¢ DIY jobs e Small plumbing foam cut to size

e House repairs &  and electrical and sundries!
maintenance jobs

e Gadenng Fully insured. Call 01743 3_53981 or
e A, Competitive rates. el_'na”

: Quotes on request. duncangalliers@aol.com

e Single and . Covering Knockin, -

double glazed unit Melverley, '

replacements West Felton,

surrounding areas.

WWwWWw.supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured

10

BRITISH

K

IRONWORK CENTRE

CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE

96

tripadvisor

SHROPSHIRE’S BEST

ATTRACTION

TEL: 01691 610952 Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4JH
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk
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RICHARDS

GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac -
Block Paving - Slabs

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES
PERSONAL COMPUTERISED
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Fully compliant in Sage,
QuickBooks, Xero, Excel.

Established in Oswestry in 2025

Highways and Local Authority
Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards,

Pentre, Nesscliffe

To find out more telephone

07752 707346
Email Telephone: 07958 156054 /

pc.bookkeeping@outlook.com 01743 741503

North Shropshire Timber
Rednal Ind Est.
SY114HS - 01691610570

Your local independent sawmill
for all your internal and external timber needs.
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile.
Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn,
delivered six days a week.

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume
Stove mix offcuts £ 85
Oak/Ash offcuts £110
Split softwood logs £152
Split hardwood logs £173

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters
stove mix offcuts £160.00
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SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
WEST FELTON PARISH!

Rural Preservation Large-Scale
(With Plan) Development
Use resident input to protect green spaces (NO Plan)

and decide specific housing locations. Village character and rural views remain

at significant risk without a statutory plan.

S

l
* Servmg 9 Local =
=

Communities

it West Felton

€. Grimpo

ffy Haughton

{nt Rednal ;

il Queen's Head

#% Tedsmore Y
[ sandford
* Sutton

% Woolston

Next Action Team Meeting: B0

The team will set the work plan to be communicated at a future public meeting.

' A future Public Meeting is planned -

-]" ' Ul“ It will be a critical event for all residents

et B “No voice, no change.”

vo'“ nteer Volunteer today to help gather evidence
TOday! and ensure every resident is represented.

@ Website: Email:

www.westfelton—&ov.uk westfelton.nplan@gmail.com
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Approved
Private Care Y cutm

EEE
”’In Your Own Home e 2
Oswestry & Shrewsbury

SUPPORTING YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
HELPING TO KEEP YOUR INDEPENDENCE

01691 Caringand Recruiting Today (1743

655999  for a Better Tomorrow 669333

www.approvedcareandsupport.co.uk

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
z Fast response to breakdowns,
CIW&F And oil and water leaks &

Guilds Tel 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ValentineWindow '

CLEANlNG. o

www.valentinewindowcleaning.co. uk

07540 648565

WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES
GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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n, Whittington in Winter

St John the Baptist Church, Whittington SY11 4DU

BETHAN CONWAY HARPIST

Sunday 18" October 2026
3.00pm

Sunday Serenade

A harp recital

Tickets £15.00 on the door
Refreshments included

Saturday 28" November 2026
3.30pm

In dulci jubilo

A programme of
Renaissance Christmas
music

Tickets £15.00 on the door
Refreshments included

whittin gtonmu51cfest1val org.uk
Regd. Charity No: 1168989




CoulLD YOU HELP WEST FELTON

StOkeS Tree Works CE PRIMARY SCHOOL AND
NPTC Qualiﬁed Tree Surgeons NURSERY CONTINUE TO THRIVE?
DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY Jo Lawson, Chair of Governors, West Felton

West Felton CE Primary School

LOpp“’]g x FE||Ing *x Pruning * Sha p|ng 2025/2026 was a fantastic year for West Felton CE Primary Schod
.y - P . School, with so much to be celebrated and exciting
tO BI’ItISh Standa I‘d SPECIflcatIOnS plans already underway for 2026/2027.
The school’s Local Governing Body are all volunteers and are very proud to
WWW_StOkEStreeworkS,CO_ UI( be part of the school and continue to strive to ensure the best outcomes for
all.
Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com If you have an interest in supporting our school to be

the best it can be, please consider joining us as a Governor.

Who can become a Governor?

No specialist qualifications are needed, and people from many different back-
grounds volunteer for the role. You do not need to have any current or previ-

P & S Electrical ous connection with the school. Enthusiasm, commitment, and an interest in
Contractors Ltd WEA, education are the most important qualities.
AWTVEAD . .
DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL ()’\*’l -\’\\v\ The Local Governing Body will:
FREE ESTIMATES e seek to understand and question how the school is led and managed,
ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING || FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONERS acting as a critical friend to the Headteacher and school leaders to ensure
POINTS FITTED BROVIDING HOMEVISITE 170 VOUR BOORFOOTRARE the school is fulfilling its ethos, vision and strategy and its role within the
wider educational trust;
ReWires { OVERGROWNNAILS @  HARDSKIN " th | ired h . ing the Headt her’s decisi
Periodic T in  Cohciebies b OO NN e act as the panel, as required, when reviewing the Headteacher’s decisions
ot dold g est! 9 { CORNS o INGROWING NALL on various committees, as required;
Genae:"al E':j::-::;?chrk " ;::E:Z :AJ':N( iy (IVERRLCA e be the consultative body for the school’s stakeholders;
J INGER? UTTING ‘ WAX THERAPY
Fuse Board Upgrades e represent the school’s stakeholders;
CONTACT STUART D 01691 757111 o forge links with the community;
07710 664 254 ¢ as a church school, monitor and support the Christian distinctiveness and
pandselectrical27@gmail.com onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com church ethos of the school;
"'i“ i A TrEt AR B S el 0 e act as an ambassador for the school.
AePROVED R 4 E ey (Continued on page 15)

INSTALLER | ==
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<&’MILNE ® 01938 570067
tvlzlgléﬂlr_eLofAlt-gIONS info@milneinstallations.co.uk
Your Local Luxury -
Kitchen, Bedroom &

Bathroom Specialists,
based in Four Crosses

KITCHENS | BEDROOMS | BATHROOMS

Call/email for a FREE consultation
Quote code: MICA

ROGER OWEN (ROWEN TREE CARE)
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY & HEDGE MAINTENANCE
STUMP GRINDING
WOOD CHIPPING HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
TELEHANDLER HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
SUPPLIER OF SEASONED WOODCHIPAND LOGS

FREE QUOTATIONS

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LESS THAN 5 MILES FROM WEST FELTON
TEL: 01691 682008/07980 626998

The Gunpowder Plot
or ‘Powder Treason’
A one hour talk at the

Ellesmere Library Our Space
Community Hub

» 13 conspirators, some of whom were known to
William Shakespeare.

« A sub plot to kidnap King James's daughter
and hold her in Stratford upon Avon

« An anonymous letter betraying the plot.

« A one hour talk on this fascinating conspiracy.

Saturday October 31st at 11am
Call Ellesmere library to book on 01743 258555

e

EMAIL: rowen . tree.care(@btinternet.com 7

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com

14

Pride and ?rejua(ice LADS

By Jane Austen
Adapted by Deborah McAndrew
Directed by Margaret Hutchings
Kinnerley Parish Hall 27 November 730 pm
Llandrinio Village Hall 28 November 730 pm
Oswestry Community Centre 29 November 2.30pm
Welshampton Village Hall 4 December  7.30pm
Lianymynech Village Hall 5 December  7.30pm
10 6 December  2.30pm
% Early R; .
Y Bird D|$C0unt

[Of-or=40

=~ v TICKETS £10/£5 FROM
@ Aalefs ladstheatre.co.uk
EI" A or by ringing 01691 830558

This i an amateur performance.
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CAMBRIAN
HEARING

High quality clinical services carried out
by an experienced HCPC registered audiologist

CAMBRIAN

HEARING

Hearing aids trials Routine hearing checks Diagnostic hearing
Latest Bluetooth and Ear wax removal assessments
rechargeable Onward medical

technology referrals

@E VISITS AVAILABLE
01691 900880
=D

www.cambrianhearing.com
1 Old Chapel Court, Oswestry, SY11 2PD

Marketplace 7 B

The Derwen College Marketplace delivers
a specially tailored training platform for
our students to learn valuable work skills
in a supported and safe, real-life working
environment.

Your support and patience is valuable and
critical to our students learning.

A specialist college for young adults
with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND). "\ s

Derwen Marketplace is part of the Derwen College
campus located in Gobowen. Free Parking.

Find us at Entrance B on Twmpath Lane.
The

» Wintage
Advantage

Visit one of our Open Days!

» www.derwen.ac.uk
® 01691661234

Whittington Road,
Gobowen, SY11 3JA

Open 7 days | derwen.ac.uk/marketplace | 01691 661234
42

Welcomel

Raffle, Sales tables
for cakes, produce,
marmalade, greeting
cards, and craft

items.

COMMUNITY
COFFEE
MORNING

Come and meet
the neighbours.

10-12noon

Thursday, 1ST OCTOBER

In the village hall.
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee
biscuits. Bacon baps £1 extra.

(Continued from page 13)

Local Governing Body meetings are generally held every half term on Tuesday
evenings and should last no more than 2 hours. Governors are also encour-
aged to visit school at least once a term to learn more about the way the
school works.

More detailed information on the role of a Governor is available on the Na-
tional Governance Association’s website (Types of governor & trustee | Na-
tional Governance Association; Interested in becoming a school governor or
trustee? | National Governance Association).

Please consider whether you might be interested in the
opportunity to support and make a significant difference
to West Felton School to help us thrive.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss what is involved, please do
not hesitate to contact me jo.lawson@wef.mmat.co.uk.

If you would prefer to have a conversation, just send me your number and |
will give you a call. @
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ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED
CowLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12/05

(Continued from page 39)

ham on their many visits to the city. Their visits to the city got longer each
time, and in April they stayed for a month so they could "carefully consider" if
they really could make the move to Wales. Jeff said they drew up a list of the
pros and cons and the disadvantages were "far outweighed". He said some of
their friends think they are "crazy", [but] their three adult children have been
supportive and are excited to visit once their parents find a home.

The couple have already started putting down roots, volunteering at the
Wrexham Miners Project and supporting the children's hospice Hope
House, in nearby Oswestry.

Jeff, who is also trying to learn Welsh, added they also want to get involved in
Wrexham's bid to become the UK's City of Culture for 2029. He added that
they would be sticking by Wrexham AFC whatever happens with the team in
the future, and has put down a deposit on a season ticket.

"They can get promoted, relegated. It doesn't matter. That's our club," he
said. "We're not coming for the club, that's a plus, we're coming for the com-
munity.e

Fuels

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk

Oswestry Ladies Choir presents
“Brush up your Shakespeare”
A concert in aid of

Hope House Children’s Hospice :
“If music be the food of love play on”... h o h e e
the choir will be performing a selection of songs from J
Shakespeare’s plays f ( b ! h

Wednesday October 7th 2026, at 7:30pm.  children's
All Saints Church Hall, Gobowen Hospice

The composers are Bob Chilcott and other contemporary
composers from around the world. The choiris conducted
by Dawn Jaffray with resident accompanist Elizabeth Dobson. Joining the
choir will be well known actor Hugh Sayer from Grove Park Theatre, Wrex-
ham, and Stage Five Theatre. Hugh will delight us with verse, Sonnets, and
dialogue from some of his favourite plays.
Tickets £10 for adults with Free entry for children under 16.
Available from choir members, on the door, or from 01691 659712
Refreshments are available during the interval.

Proceeds towards Hope House Children’s Hospice.

16
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KARL LEAVER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

o Friendly, professional service e Fully insured

o Over 15 years experience o Free estimates

« Interiors and exteriors .

« Paper hanging E: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk

Mob: 07581423025

GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATIOMNS E REPAIRS
SOUD FUEL
L j|‘r‘|h||-|.5| ﬂ GENERAL PLUMBING
nesung® @ ﬂ?355311311 ﬂ
HEFAE 1 /éﬂ,ﬁfﬁ

Leaton Forest Firewood
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood
Barrow Bags

Premium Grade £50
B Grade £45

Bulk Bags
Premium Grade £150
B Grade £125

Kindling £8

Free Local Delivery

To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk or
order through our website:

www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/

WEST FELTON

Arts &

Saturday 17th October, 10:30am - 2:30pm
West Felton Village Hall

_T'—_—

’. . Call 01691 610665 | Email: christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com

"®s 0 Reg: Charity number: 702175

West Felton Village Hall is proud to announce the return of the very popular
ANNUAL AUTUMN ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

-Homemade Cakes & Produce
.Handmade Crafts
.Unique Gifts
| .Greeting Cards

~~=  REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE ALL DAY *
® ENTRANCE FREE

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL o
REG. CHARITY NUMBER: 702175 A%

40

17




-

“GECKO :
E K Re?ir::)le
e GROUNDWORKS

)Y — & LANDSCAPING —

Free Quotes

; DD | | | 2 verovroons

RESIN PROPERTY/ | JET WASHING/ or too small
DRIVEWAY | SPOUNDWORKS |~ G aRDEN SURFACE AREA
SURFACING MAINTENANCE |  CLEANING

()| 07377 263963 | 7t

Quality
Workmanship

FLAGS / SLABS
CLEARANCE PAVING

Locksmiths

W Local & Independent
W No Callout Charges
® Free Security Advice

Insurance

Approved
Based in IDP Locksmiths(lan) -
Whitchurch 101948 666116 m: 07918 617744 Police
e: idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk recognized

w: www.idplocksmiths.co.uk

Couple to move from
Texas to Wrexham
from an article by Sarah Easedale,
BBC Wales, 10 August 2026.

A couple from Texas who are
moving permanently to

Wrexham after discovering the city
on the "Welcome to Wrexham" docu-
mentary series say it gives them a
"feeling they haven't had anywhere in
the USA". Jeff and Janice Ivey, from
New Braunfels, loved watching the
Disney show that follows the story of
Hollywood stars Ryan Reynolds and
Rob Macilhenny's stewardship of the
football club.

After visiting Wales seven times in the
past two-and-a-half years, they have
fallen head over heels with the city,
its people and heritage.

Jeff, 62, who has UK citizenship from
his Scottish ancestry, is currently in
Wrexham house-hunting, while
Janice, 65, is in the USA selling their
home and awaiting her visa.

Jeff said they first visited in 2024 after
watching an episode of the series fea-
turing Wrexham band the Declan
Swans, and they bought some of their
merchandise. But when the package
arrived there was just one hoodie
inside instead of the two expected.
Jeff emailed and another sweatshirt
was sent, but the correspondence
between him and the band's singer,
Michael Hett, continued - and it was
he who suggested the couple should

visit.

"If the order had come just fine, |
would have sent an email saying,
'hey, thanks, got it,' and that probably
would have been it," said Jeff.
"Because we had to keep emailing
after that, it really piqued our inter-
est."

Jeff and Janice made the transatlantic
journey and "fell in love" with what
they found. "We just felt so good
about the community aspect of Wrex-
ham," Jeff said, and that it was the
people who ultimately convinced
them for being so "welcoming and
friendly" with a "lack of elitism or
snobbery".

Jeff said they also felt an affinity with
the city because of their own back-
grounds. Janice grew up in a mining
community in Pennsylvania, while he
originally came from Pittsburgh, an
industrial city with a strong history of
mining, steel and manufacturing - just
like Wrexham.

"[Wrexham] is a working-class town.
It's got a rich legacy in history," he
said. "The people and the history
definitely remind us of places that we
grew up." The couple were already
looking to move from their current
Texan home after Jeff retired from
working in finance, and thought
"what about Wrexham?".

Jeff and Janice have already got in-
volved in community events in Wrex-

(Continued on page 41)
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL a

EXERCISE CLASSES _ABIGAIL
Tuesday mornings CHARLOTTE

9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates  Pilates classes £9 or £42.50 for 5
10:45am  Intermediate/advanced pilates  Dance Fit - £8.50 or £40 for 5
12 noon Dance Fit

T: 07904456368
E: abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com
Fb Abigailcharlottefitness

(© Abigailcharlottefitness

Please bring a mat to pilates and wear
something comfortable and stretchy.

Strengthen. Stretch.
Move better. Feel good

» Local business, West Felton based

Ps M « Extensive range to suit all tastes

Quality products / affordable rates
Kitchens

-

We come to you offering a true

home selection service with a no

obligations chat

All units made to order offering

many bespoke options

Free planning and design

Supply only or full fit service using

local trades “
Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk

more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

Designing kitchens for you"

WE MEET AT 10.00 AM MONDAYS
AT THE PUNCH BOWL CAR PARK
EXCEPT ON THE FIRST MONDAY
OF THE MONTH WHEN DEPARTURE
1S 9:30AM TO ALLOW TIME TO
TRAVEL TO OUR CHOSEN DESTINA-
TION FOR THE AWAY DAY WALK.
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME.

WEST FELTON

WALKING GROUP
Walk leaders:-
lain Lambie 01691 900 539
Hilary lles 01691610707
John & Eileen Hanmer 01691 610 629

Call Jennifer Scott on

07866 472083
or 07791 655559

www.facebook.com/
cleanandgleamovens
Email:
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com

Professional
Oven Cleaning Services
covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

With a change in weather and a busy holiday period we have still managed to
have a good weekly walk around West Felton and an away walk to Chirk .

We've been around Sandford, along the canal via Cupids Ramble, and to Pradoe
sheltering from a rain shower in the lovely church.

Our away walk this month was to Chirk for a lovely 3 mile ramble under the ag-
ueduct and along to Pont Faen and up and along to Chirk bank, crossing over the
railway line and back along the canal tow path to walk over the aqueduct this
time and lovely coffee and cake at Caffi Wylfa.




&

PAINTHAUS G

SHROPSHIRE'S PREMIER DECORATING COMPANY

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING }
& DECORATING SPECIALISTS

Delivering high-quality finishes with
careful preparation and expert
craftsmanship

v Fully insured

v 12-month guarantee

Clean ¢ Professional ¢ Reliable

Call Ryan for a quotation
07985 709453 painthaus.co.uk

GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

I\;I\;gh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em Roa i i Ruyton-X1-Towns
and evening surgeries uy
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180
SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES : ° Microchip Identity
] Rou:l:ine FIeLtiIiIty work L] ?iaﬁnostitlz )I(J-I":a\s/'t& Ultrasound
L ] n-house la estin
: gﬁ;epHae:dt Ggas;::f. L] Pet food & accesso?ies
. Alpaca work . Free Pet Health advice

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance
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Diary Of A Church Mouse
Sir John Betjeman

Here among long-discarded cassocks,
Damp stools, and half-split open has-
socks,

Here where the vicar never looks

I nibble through old service books.
Lean and alone I spend my days
Behind this Church of England baize.
I share my dark forgotten room

With two oil-lamps and half a broom.
The cleaner never bothers me,

So here I eat my frugal tea.

My bread is sawdust mixed with
straw;

My jam is polish for the floor.
Christmas and Easter may be feasts
For congregations and for priests,
And so may Whitsun. All the same,
They do not fill my meagre frame.
For me the only feast at all

Is Autumn's Harvest Festival,

When I can satisfy my want

With ears of corn around the font.

I climb the eagle's brazen head

To burrow through a loaf of bread.

I scramble up the pulpit stair

And gnaw the marrows hanging there.

It is enjoyable to taste

These items ere they go to waste,
But how annoying when one finds
That other mice with pagan minds
Come into church my food to share
Who have no proper business there.
Two field mice who have no desire
To be baptized, invade the choir.

A large and most unfriendly rat
Comes in to see what we are at.

He says he thinks there is no God
And yet he comes... it's rather odd.
This year he stole a sheaf of wheat
(It screened our special preacher's
seat),

And prosperous mice from fields
away

Come in to hear our organ play,

And under cover of its notes

Ate through the altar's sheaf of oats.
A Low Church mouse, who thinks
that I

Am too papistical, and High,

Yet somehow doesn't think it wrong
To munch through Harvest Evensong,
While I, who starve the whole year
through,

Must share my food with rodents who
Except at this time of the year

Not once inside the church appear.
Within the human world I know

Such goings-on could not be so,

For human beings only do

What their religion tells them to.
They read the Bible every day

And always, night and morning, pray,
And just like me, the good church
mouse,

Worship each week in God's own
house,

But all the same it's strange to me
How very full the church can be
With people I don't see at all

Except at Harvest Festival.e®
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Wills, Inheritance Tax,

Powers of Attorney

P Wills £150 s
- ,@ Lasting Powers of Attorney £150 - /i
For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

Tel. 01691 652 233

www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

D PRICE REUPHOLSTERY

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
Widle range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

-

The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255

~

BTHTRTHT T R ST R ST ST S S s s &S

have o grest Hﬁﬁf ‘DQY
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

Welcome to the latest update

from Healthwatch Shropshire. healthWtCh
The past few weeks have been .
busy and impactful, as leaders ShroPShlre
from across our local health and

care system come together to speak up for something that matters to us all,

ensuring your voice continues to be heard.
Health leaders unite to back an independent voice for patients

At a time when the future of local Healthwatch organisations is uncertain,
leaders from across the health and care system have come together to speak
with one voice. Their message is clear: patients and communities must
continue to have an independent organisation that listens to their experi-
ences and helps shape better services.

During a visit, Professor David Croisdale Appleby, Chair of Healthwatch
England, met with partners from the NHS, local government, the voluntary
sector and local MPs. Hosted by Healthwatch Shropshire and Healthwatch
Telford and Wrekin, the discussion focused on proposals within the Health
Bill that could abolish local Healthwatch organisations.

Despite uncertainty about the future, there was strong agreement on one
key point. Health and social care services must continue to be informed,
challenged and improved by an independent organisation that listens to
people’s real experiences.

Partners highlighted the vital role Healthwatch Shropshire and Health-
watch Telford and Wrekin play in gathering feedback from local communi-
ties, including those whose voices are often unheard. This insight helps
decision makers understand what is working well and where change is
needed.
There was also clear recognition that independent scrutiny is essential.
Healthwatch was described as a trusted “critical friend” and a “community
conscience”, giving people the confidence to speak openly and ensuring
their voices lead to real improvements.
As discussions about the future of Healthwatch continue, leaders across the
system remain committed to protecting an independent patient voice. The
message is simple but powerful: independent feedback is not optional, it is
essential to better health and social care.
To learn how you can get involved, including how to raise your concerns
consider writing to your local MP, visit Healthwatch Shropshire website.
Or get in touch:
Email: enquiries@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk. Phone: 01743 237884
The Healthwatch Shropshire Teame
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http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

Check out our numerous 5% reviews on Facebook!!

 ALLASPECTSOF
BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

BIRCH & SONS GENERAL BUILDING LTD

* Plumbing « Electrics

* Roofing * Renovations
+ Kitchens « Digger hire

+ Bathrooms

* Tractor hire

Bricklaying = Plastering »Timber Framework
Fencing - Extensions « Landscaping & Slabbing
Groundworks/Drainage
Reliable family run business offering high quality work

at a reasonable rate. Contact us for a no obligation quote on
07484 775590 joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontractors.com

Severn
Hospice

here and at home . . '

Sun 6 Dec
. 4pm
Severn Hospice,
Bicton
SY3 8HS

‘Lights /
°‘Love

\z

&

: . @é‘"

Join us for music, 3
carols and readings |
to remember /#

those we're missing 4
this Christmas

" Donate to
" dedicate a light
‘ to someone
special.

Celebrate their
life and support
our care.

You can make a donation
and dedication online

severnhospice.org.uk/lights

REGULATOR



SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

5.\\ >
-

CHILDREN'S DAY NURSERY ';L;f;«x

Where nurturing care meets outdoor adventure. Set in the beautiful
Shropshire countryside, we provide a warm, welcoming, and engaging
environment for children to learn, play, and grow.

LITTLE PIXIES o

« High-quality childcare for children aged 12 weeks to pre-school

+ Open 51 weeks a year, Monday-Friday, 07:30-18:30

« Set in acres of countryside with Forest School sessions and a large
outdoor garden

« Fresh, home-cooked meals using locally sourced ingredients

* Government-funded places accepted from 9 months

¢ All-inclusive fees for ease and convenience

Location: Kinton Business Park, Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ
Phone: 01743 741554
info@littlepixiesnursery.co.uk | www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk

24 SALOP ROAD
OSWESTRY
SYII 2NU

M 01691 655655

AURA

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS {10

AURA.OSWESTRYA@MAIL.COM

The carnival is over, Oswestry Show too
and WFWI now looks forward to an au-
tumn of enlightening gatherings.

We thoroughly enjoyed our stint in the
carnival parade in July with our ‘Let Us Eat
Cake’ theme. Costumes were all home-
made, imaginatively depicting a variety of
baked goods: fairy cakes, fruit cake, Bat-
tenberg, chocolate cake (with sprinkles),
strawberry shortcake and more, together
with a colourful market stall for sales; you
may well have heard us belting out ‘We
knew you were coming so we baked some
cakes’. Allgood fun —though a ‘trifle’
warm to say the least! A shout out to
‘Scrappies’ of Church Stretton which is an
excellent source of materials etc and es-
pecially to PJEvans Agri who kindly hauled
us round on their trailer. Perhaps we’ll be
on their quad bikes next year!

Another contribution to the fabric of com-
munity life was our involvement with
Oswestry Show. The morning was spent
setting up then serving refreshments in
the WI hut. On show for the WI competi-
tions were our efforts in photography, bak-
ing and crafting as well as our creative
entry for the ‘Window Display’: our five
items on the theme of ‘Fields, Forests and
Green Living’ included delicious pink
elderflower cordial, an impressive hand-
painted silk scarf, tasty hedgerow jam, an
utterly convincing ‘tree stump’ cake and
finally a paper crafted card - all set
against a green backdrop decorated with
handcrafted leaves and berries. These five
gained the WI Shield for the highest total

West Felton
Women’s Institute

Summer/Autumn 2026

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

marks for the exhibits themselves and a
pleasing third prize for the overall display
amongst stiff competition. There were
triumphs too in the savoury scones com-
petition, a 1st and 2nd for ‘Rainbow’ pho-
tographs, some success with Preserves
plus a 3rd for the gluten free cake. Well
done everybody for your skill and for so
generously giving of your time.

We now look forward to our autumn get-
togethers as the evenings draw in. Sep-
tember’s treat is a talk on the history of
magic from Jack Dent who no doubt will
also have a trick or two up his sleeve to
demonstrate to us. ‘A magical short story’
is the monthly competition and the flower
competition resumes after our August
break. In fact Sunflowers have been grown
over the summer with some looking dis-
tinctly beanstalk-like by now - a near ten
footer grown by Ali may well be our win-
ner! Well, isn’t it always sunny in Grimpo?

Our book club has been busy too with one
recent read being a classic of travel writ-
ing from the thirties called ‘A Woman in
the Polar Night’ by Christiane Ritter. In-
credibly she survived the unbelievably
harsh conditions of the Arctic regions -
and lived in three centuries, having been
born at the end of the 1800s and living
until 2000 when she passed away at the
age of 103! Next up is Mary Shelley’s
‘Frankenstein’, unsettling bedtime read-
ing.

Nostalgic tunes are in the offing in Octo-
ber when Shrewsbury Light Orchestra

(Continued on page 27)
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CREATING STUNNING, DREAM KITCHEN MAKEQOVERS

For up to 50% Less
thav a New Kitchew

| After

It couldn’t be easier
to have your dream
kitchen...

1. Choose your style colour from
our large range of door styles and
colours.

2. Everything is made-to-measure
to ensure afirst class
transformation of your existing
kitchen at a fraction of the cost. e

3. All door styles are one price,

whichever you choose the cost
will be the same.

4, Most kitchens can be
transformed in 1-2 days.

FOR LIKE QUOTE

Just bring in competitors
quote and we will
guarantee to beat it

EVIVALS

THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS

Visit our Showroom: Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewshury SY1 3TG
(opposite the Household Recycling Centre) email: sales@kitchen-revivals.co.uk

www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk 01743 588087
24
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Tidying for winter and
seed for next year

By October we are forced to admit that
the weeds are winning, or at least they
are far from being totally defeated, and
will renew their energy (and numbers)
next year. Notable amongst this year’s
crop were thistles (I didn’t bother to
find out which sort) that we have never
had before in such quantity. Initially,
they appeared near the river so we sus-
pected that seed had come with winter
flooding but later they were every-
where so presumably blew in. Who is
to blame? Anyway, we will now have a
few months to recover our weed elimi-
nating energy.
Not surprisingly, the jobs list is not too
long in October but there is one very
important task which is to order seeds
(including potatoes). | will follow my
usual practice and make up my order
through several suppliers, simply be-
cause there is no chance of getting all
the varieties | want from one source. |
just hope that everything | want is still
available as in recent years a lot of my
favourites have disappeared from the
catalogues, either in favour of newer
varieties or simply reduction of stock
held.
There is also still harvesting to be done,
including late apples and squash; the
latter store best when really ripe. If you
have a glasshouse, now is a good time
to give it a clean to maximise light. We
also have limescale from the mist sys-
tem to remove, and like to spray insec-

ticide and fungicide to ward off disease.
Mesh should be removed from tunnels
over carrots and leaks as there is no
longer fear of insect attack. If you have
baskets or containers, the summer bed-
ding will need to be replaced by plants,
such as primulas, for winter. It is im-
portant that any tender plants such as
pelargoniums put outside for the sum-
mer are brought back in to a frost-free
place. Then, pruning and new project
work can continue.

The experiment to add African mari-
golds to the glasshouse was a failure in
that they failed to grow well while the
French marigolds did their job again of
keeping whitefly at bay. We did have
whitefly on the brassica outdoors so it
might be worth planting some mari-
golds there.

In a moment of idleness in the pro-
longed drought | wondered whether
earthworms retreated deeper because
they need moisture to “breathe”
through their skin. But then | thought
we watered the vegetables so our es-
sential garden friends in that area
wouldn’t need to move. They can de-
tect light so in the sunny times we have
had they no doubt had the sense to
stay below for fear of drying out in the
heat. It is ironic that a creature that can
push up to ten times its own weight is
in danger from sun and dryness. A dead
earthworm is not much use to the gar-
den but research has indicated that
their bodies contain many substances
useful in medicine.®
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Oswestry Rural South SNT
(oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk)

N

S N s
PCSO Stuart PCSO Kurt
Carroll Mabe
07970 544372 Q| 07870 219669

PC Mark
Wright
07977 957689

{If_} West M i
% POLICE w"a

PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689 Direct Dial: 101. e rrorecrie warna e birFerence
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372 | Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043

Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE.
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Twitter: @OsCops
Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY

Owen’s - Route 4
Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40

Libraries

Learn imagine discover

’ I Shropshire
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https://stopscamsuk.org.uk/campaign/get-help-now/

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS 159 and 105 - A REMINDER

Some time ago Sue Ozagir told us about these numbers and having recently
received a scam phone call, for which | was well prepared, thank you Sue!
(Ed.) - 1 think a little reminder is now due. More and more bank fraud is being

reported.

If you receive an unexpected call from someone claiming to be VISA/
MASTERCARD or a bank, don’t speak, just hang up and dial 159, this
is the UK’s official, memorable, short-code to securely connect with
your bank's fraud department. They will then be able to assure you
that the caller was not truthful when she/he said there were
fthousands on their way out of your bank!

Led by Stop Scams UK, it works like 101 or 111: if you suspect a financial
scam, you simply stop, hang up, and call 159.

How 159 Works

e Secure Routing: It connects to a vocal switchboard that transfers you di-
rectly to your participating bank.

e Defeats ‘Line Spoofing’: Fraudsters can sometimes keep a phone line
open, or fake a dial tone. Dialling 159 forces a clean, authentic connection to
the switchboard.

Participating Banks: Supported by major UK providers including Barclays,
HSBC, Lloyds, NatWest, Santander, and Nationwide, and others.

Best Practice:

e Use a different phone, or if you have only one device, wait 5-10 minutes
(calling a friend first to ensure the line is cleared).

e 159 will never call you—if someone calls claiming to be 159, it is a scam
Check the official Stop Scams UK guidance for full details.

(Continued on page 27)
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A & J CATTERY

Open all year round | Cattery is fully heated

Covered outside runs
Collection and Delivery

‘““Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy your ol

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606 We are only 5 minutes from West Felton

ARRIDGE

GARAGE DOORS

Sectional Roller

Up and over

Side—hinged

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

/ QM | Est 1989 - Trade and Retail

Ei% .

______________ www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk
1509001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP

REGISTERED FIRM

Opening Hours
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm
Fri 9-4pm
01691 670394

(Continued from page 29)

particularly insurance have increased
substantially over the years. The in-
clusion of cleaning and washing refers
to care of the choir’s garments and
the cleanliness of the church in 1925.
Payments for special collections are
taken to reflect payments from mon-
ies taken at funerals and weddings.
Today there is a payment for wed-
dings and funerals payable to the Dio-
cese which did not feature in the
1925 accounts

The comparison of the two accounts
show similarities in total sums,
though disparities in where money

came from how it was disbursed. The
sum paid by the congregation to-
wards parish share is similar when
adjusted for inflation. This year of
course the repairs to the church have
caused a significant decline in church
reserves. Although we were awarded
grants, we had to find half of the sum
ourselves as we were judged to be a
rich parish.

The accounts give no details of the
capital reserves of the parish and the
tribulations of those who adminis-
tered them over the last hundred
years. That will require another arti-
cle.o

Business Support Management Accounts
Payroll Services Tax Planning

Business Start Ups  Accounts Preparation
Software sales and support (accounts/payroll)
Financial Services

Offices Ellesmere, Oswestry and Llangollen
at: Teiephone 01691 62209

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk
www.morriscook.co.uk

morris
cook

Chartered
Accountants
and
Business Advisers

POPPY CONCERT

The Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir
WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL
Friday 6th November 7:30pm
Featuring the children of West Felton School
Tickets £6
from the Shop or 01691 610629

—— Lest We Forget ——
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The Punh BOWI Inn
'8 i Ea R and Mark
wel|come you!

Now serving ...
SUNDAY LUNCH

between 12 and 3pm.
Booking is advised.
For reservations cal| 07543 040618

Make Your Celebration
Truly Unforgettable

Give your guests an elegant and
relaxing place to stay at

Tedsmore Cottages

where comfort meets countryside luxury.

Beautifully styled cottages set in peaceful surroundings

Exclusive 20% local community discount

Perfect for weddings, birthdays, special occasions,

or a memorable family weekend escape.
Book now: 01691 880751

(Continued from page 25) 159 and 105

e na https://www.energynetworks.org/

energynetworks
associahion

A second useful number is 105 - it gives access to all your household utility
companies, gas, water and electricity. If you have a problem, they can put
you through to the appropriate company to see what’s going on.

Many people don’t know they should contact their local electricity network
operator if they have a power cut. They often mistakenly call the electricity
supplier they pay their bills to.

That’s why the electricity network operators introduced 105 — to give cus-
tomers an easy-to-remember number to call that will put them through to
the local people who can help.

Our electricity distribution network operator is SP Energy Networks.
Power cut? Call 105 for free if you're in England, Scotland or Wales.

Alternatively, you can call: 0800 001 5400. @SPEnergyNetwork
The service is free and it is operated by Energy Networks Association (ENA).

The PowerCut105.com website provides customers with information on
what to do in a power cut, as well as a tool to look up who their network op-
erator is, by entering a postcode.

Each utility has a Priority Register, for this you need to be on a state pension
or have some form of disability or long-term condition. If you are on the reg-
ister the company will ring you within 2 hours of a power cut etc., to check
that you’re OK.

Note: Initially, you will need to ring each individual utility to register.

Both of these numbers are free of charge and can be called from your home
or mobile phones.e

(Continued from page 23) West Felton WI way of ‘Via’, the online learning platform
visits us — very appropriate as we look back available to us for free as members.

on 105 years of friendship and fun in West Do come along if you are a local lady and
Felton WI, having first established on Oc- want to visit as an initial step (£5). We
tober 6th 1921. We are forward-looking meet on the second Thursday of the

too of course, keen to improve our skills month at 7pm in the Village Hall. Contact
and leam more abOUt our World Whether us on 07375997782 See you Soon!.
that be through our informative talks or by
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL-then and now. Michael Davie

One hundred years ago Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) were just getting
into their stride following the Enabling Act of 1919 that set up PCCs. Prior to
the origin of PCCs, the Rector and churchwardens were solely responsible for
the running of the parish church. Indeed up until 1868 they had responsibility
for setting the parish rate.

Adj Act
IHCOME 1325 inﬂat:on 2025
Collection
Parish church 80 6400 5740
St Chad's 46 3680 431
Special collection
School house trust 1500
Fundraising 2240
Parish church 20 1600 2707
St Chad's 17 1360
Free will
contributions 26 4480 3768
Churchyard fund 61 4880
Fees 2241
Tax reclaim 4469
TOTAL 280 22400 23096
Adj Act
EXPENDITURE 1925 inflation 2025
Salary 90 7200 991
Organist 24 1970
Light and heat 23 1840 3500
Insurance & stamps 10 800 4500
Repairs 5 400 2400
Cleaning 8 640
Washing 2 160
Hire of Haslehurst/
Village hall 1 80 150
School treat 20 1500 1700
Parish share 34 2720 2000
(L}::%l;e book/ bank 1 80 152
Pay Diocese for
fu:erals etc. 1369
Special collection 36 2880 2139
TOTAL 254 20270 18901
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By 1925 West Felton PCC
had a treasurer (Mr EH
Bradley). In January 1926 he
presented the accounts for
1925 to the Annual Church
meeting. In this table are
details of Income and Ex-
penditure as they were in
1925 (headed 1925). The
next column shows those
figures adjusted for Retail
Price index inflation (as rec-
orded by ‘Measuring Worth’
accessed 12/8/26: £1 in
1925 is equivalent to ~ £80
today). The final column
under income and expendi-
ture labelled “Actual 2025”
records data from the West
Felton PCC accounts for
2025.

It is not particularly easy to
get items to be equivalent
since special collections in
1925 were not specified.
Additionally special income
such as grants (for repairs)
and payments for clergy
taking services in an inter-

regnum are omitted in
(Continued on page 29)

(Continued from page 28)

2025. Special collections are assumed
to be from weddings and funerals.
There was obviously a distinction in
1925 between the official collection
(today’s Gift Aid) and freewill (todays
‘cash on the plate’). Apart from the
dire effect of inflation, similarities
between the two Totals are striking.
In coming to that conclusion there is
one glaring omission — today’s parish
share - see later.

On the income side the contribution
made by St Chad’s in 1925 was signifi-
cant. At the time the Rev Owen Jac-
son of Tedsmore took many services
and no doubt local people followed
him. The grievous neglect of St Chad’s
shown by recent clergy has previously
been recorded in these columns. The
churchyard fund in 1925 had strong
support. One person sent £10 (~£800
in today’s money) because he was
grateful that the churchyard was so
well kept. In 2025 fees for weddings
and funerals are to some extent an
equivalent. The tax reclaim in 2025
(which actually covers 2 years) is a
significant source of income. Charities
in 2025 (the PCC is one such) can re-
claim tax at 20% on gifts into church.
Nowadays income tax is a burden
borne by many. In 1925 relatively few
of the population paid income tax.

The greatest expenditure in 1925 was
incurred by employment with a care-
taker on about £1.14s and 7d per
week in old money, though whether

the person was full time or not is not
stated. A labourer in 1925 might get
£2/week. The parish share, known as
the Diocesan quota in 1925, was a
substantial sum and was the subject
of adverse comment even in those
days. Today’s share is £20,000/yr for
three tenths of a Rector. Most of this
sum is derived from interest from
trust funds which have been set up in
recent years. The majority of these
funds are held in the Lichfield Dioce-
san trust and do not form part of the
PCC accounts. The relatively small
amount of money paid to the Diocese
in 1925 did not include the Rector’s
income. This came from tithe and
glebe and in 1919 totalled £600
(Kelly’s handbook 1919). This income
source was abolished between 1936
and the late 1960’s. The compensa-
tion was paid to the Church commis-
sioners and to the Dioceses, not to
the parishes, and has been a sore
point with parishes ever since. In
2025 the salary line consists of hono-
raria paid to organists, largely for non
-Sunday services. Light and heat and

(Continued on page 31)
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