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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Shrops Councillor: Cllr David Walker  01743 256863/ M 07484 541576 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:            MINISTRY vacant                       
Church Warden:              Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden:      Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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www.westfe ltonmagazine .co .uk  

Supporting local business - Supporting the community 

Come and share your ideas for the  
future development of West Felton. Come and 
find out how you can be involved in writing our 

Neighbourhood Plan for housing. 

Public Consultation  
 

 

The Parish Council would like to hear your views 
on how West Felton should develop. 

 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
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28th Dec  4pm  CAROL SERVICE  St Chad’s, Haughton 

8th January 10-12 COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING  

17th January 2-4pm PARISH COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING  

28th February 7pm JACK DENT MAGIC ENTERTAINMENT Village Hall  

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page 13 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

cure a loose tile. He spent a short time fixing the tile and then de-
manded £600 claiming he had cleaned the gutters.  When the real 
cleaners turned up, they were really upset at the misrepresenta-
tion, and further annoyed to find the gutters had not been 
cleaned. The householder is distressed to have been treated so 
callously. One can see how this can happen when a genuine 
tradesman is expected, but we are reminded to BE CAREFUL! 

A householder in West Felton has re-
cently been scammed by a man in a 
white pickup truck who falsely 
presented as someone who was ex-
pected to clean the gutters and se-

Look out for  
rogue traders  
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page  £65 
Half  page       £95 
Full page      £155 

Last day for submission of copy and  
deadline for content changes 

10th JANUARY 2026 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

 

We are doing the delivery service again  

for those who are shielding at home.  
 

 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• WhatsApp your order on our business 

number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible, 

please leave your name and telephone number,  

so we may contact you. Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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St Michael’s, West Felton 
9:30am every Sunday  
unless otherwise stated, 

 

• Wed. 24th December 6:00pm                                

Christmas Eve Service with 

Communion. 

Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 
 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 
Services to be announced 
 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer. 
 

• Sunday 28th December 
4pm Carol service.  

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Mick GREEN  07928 479 305 
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117  
 

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863  
Mobile: 07484 541576 

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan  T: 01939 809387  
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

13 January 2026 

10 February 2026 

10 March 2026 

14 April 2026 

12 May 2026 

To Contact the Parish Council: 
 

Clerk – Rosemary Wood – 01939 262881  
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com 

Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page 

click on a named person 
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them. 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, 
Cllr John Thornhill 

Neighbourhood Plan public 
meeting 
You will have seen from the front 
page of this edition that the Par-
ish Council is inviting you to a 
public meeting in the Village Hall 
in January to discuss a proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan for West Fel-
ton.  In previous issues I have set 
out the value of having such a 
plan for our parish, one of which 
is that it carries legal weight in 
deciding planning applications.  It 
is a community-led document 
that provides a vision for future 
housing development in a local 
area, allowing residents to influ-
ence where new homes can be 
built. These plans are created by 
local communities rather than the 
planning authority and become 

part of the Shropshire Council Lo-
cal Plan. It is a requirement that 
non-council members are part of 
the Planning Team so if you are 
interested in being involved then 
please come along to the meeting 
and hear what is entailed and the 
time requirements for such in-
volvement. Council has booked 
the Parish Hall for the public 
meeting on a Saturday afternoon 
17th January 2026 at 2 00pm.  
This is your opportunity to influ-
ence the future of your village.  
Equipment in Playground 
We have been made aware that 
the 2 seater cradle in the first bay 
of the Tedsmore Lane play area 
needs immediate attention.  We 
would ask that this equipment is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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not used until it has been fully re-
paired.  It has been taped off to 
prevent use. 
Overgrown Hedges  
A local resident has commented 
on social media as follows: 
“Just a little prompt not having a 
rant but hopefully someone might 
read this who can do something 
about it.  We live in Weirbrook 
and have our 2 lovely granddaugh-
ters with us on various occasions, 
today being one.  So decided go 
for a nice walk with the pram and 
one granddaughter but found the 
pavement between Weirbrook 
and West Felton in places unusa-
ble because it's overgrown so had 
to use the road making it danger-
ous with oncoming traffic.  Maybe 
somebody in the council might 
see this and can see if anything 
can be done.” 

This matter was reported by the 
Council on 8 Aug 2025 on Fix my 
Street as follows: ‘Hedge over-
grown across pavement, including 
soil/vegetation that needs scrap-
ing off pavement.  This is danger-
ous, as pedestrians have to step 
into the road in an area where na-
tional speed limit applies.’ 

However the system does not al-
low updates but our local Council-

lor, David Walker, has agreed to 
follow up this important issues.  

Action Plan 
The Parish Council discussed and 
updated the action plan to include 
the important topic of a Commu-
nity Action project to improve 
better engagement with the com-
munity; creation of the Neigh-
bourhood Plan; mapping of Tree 
Protection Orders to protect the 
greenery of the village; further 
action to deliver speed mitigation 
measures; enhancement of 
lighting on The Avenue; siting of 
signage to indicate the Conserva-
tion Area.  Unfortunately the last 
three items are dependent on the 
involvement of Shropshire Coun-
cil.  Sadly, this has not been forth-
coming so far but we will pursue 
these matters. 
I attended the Christmas Fayre in 
the Village Hall.  The array of 
crafts was of a very high standard.  
The coffee morning was a good 
introduction to the spirit and en-
joyment of Christmas.  

May I wish you all 
a very happy and joyful 
Christmas and New Year 

and confirm the determination of 
the Parish Council 

to continue to work for the good 
of all parishioners.     

(Continued from page 7) 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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Shropshire Councillor Report  
Councillor David Walker - December 2025 
 

Improved Performance on Potholes 

I’m pleased to report that our efforts on road maintenance are showing progress. 
The performance on pothole repairs has improved significantly. 3,347 Outstanding 
repairs – down from 6,903 on 01/09 

1457 Repaired by the new Pothole Team created in May. This is a direct result of 
better coordination and prioritisation, and it’s encouraging to see tangible benefits 
for residents. Still a long way to go yet though. 

Green Bin take up has improved significantly over last year  

Grant Thornton Audit 

The recent Grant Thornton audit has raised some important concerns for the 
2024/25 financial year: 

 Undelivered Savings: Many savings targets have been missed in successive years, 
which continues to put pressure on our financial position. Many of the recom-
mended savings from Price Waters Coopers were undeliverable had had not plan 
for implementation. Placing a significant strain on the budget 

 Failings in financial monitoring and reporting, failings which should have been 
addressed and made a direct contribution to the challenges facing the council. 

 Failure to Address Previous Recommendations: The audit notes that some rec-
ommendations from earlier reviews and have been flagged for six years. 

Impact of Zero Per Cent Council Tax Rises 

Six years of Council Tax freezes from 2010 to 2016 didn’t cover inflation and led to a 
considerable decrease in income and the council sustainability. The accumulative 
impact means council tax income is £26.1m lower in 2025/26 than it would other-
wise have been. 

Period 7 Financial Position 

Our latest financial update for Period 7 reflects these challenges. Pressures remain 
across several service areas, and while some mitigations are in place, the overall pic-
ture reinforces the need for decisive action to stabilise our finances. The worsening 
position from the previous month 

Responding to the LGA Corporate Peer Review 

The administration has moved quickly to address the findings of the recent LGA cor-
porate peer review. Key steps include: 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 Establishment of an Improvement Board to oversee delivery and monitor pro-
gress. 

 Development of an Improvement Plan setting out clear priorities and timelines. 

 Introduction of a People Plan to support workforce development and organisa-
tional cultural change. 

Planning and Local Development 

Resources are being added to planning to improve the strategic direction of the ser-
vice. A new Director of Place Shaping is being interviewed this week. This will replace 
several officers that were lost before the election. 

Finally, I want to draw attention to significant announcements from government: 

 Green Light for Planning Applications Near Railway Stations: This policy aims to 
accelerate housing delivery in sustainable locations. 

 Government to Decide Applications of 150 Dwellings or More: This centralisation 
of decision-making will have implications for local autonomy. 

 New Local Plan Framework: The revised framework means our next Local Plan 
will not be in place until March 2029, creating a long period of uncertainty for 
planning policy. The government have extended the 30month period to include 4 
months’ notice of the council wanting to commence a new plan. 

Over the last few days I have had significant case work around planning applications 
and flash flooding. More widely I am routinely visiting town and parish councils to 
discuss planning matters as portfolio holder, having strategic meetings with officers, 
landowners and or their agents. The call for sites has concluded but Shropshire Coun-
cil is still welcoming late submissions for consideration. 

In summary, while we face financial and governance challenges, there are clear ac-
tions underway to address them. At the same time, national policy changes are re-
shaping our planning landscape, and we must prepare accordingly.● 

(Continued from page 9) 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 

 

  
 

Now serving ...  
SUNDAY LUNCH  

between 12 and 3pm.  
Booking is advised.    
For reservations call  07543 040618  

Sally, Paul  

and Mark  

welcome you!  

The Punch Bowl Inn  
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P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 
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Notification of Road Closure -  

HEATH HOUSES JUNCTION TO HARP FARM JUNCT WEST FELTON - 

13th to 15th January 2026 - STW Ref 6737828  

Purpose: Road Closure - New Water Connection 

Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water 

Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201-000006737828-01 

Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road, Rednal, West Felton: All the 

time. 

You can view the closure and diversion route here: 
https://one.network/?tm=GB146348349 

 
Should you have any queries regarding this closure,  

please call  
Customer Services on 0345 6789006, 
or contact the Street Works Team on  
E: streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk 

 

Notification of Road Closure:  
GRIMPO ROAD, WEST FELTON 
Start Date: 2nd March 2026 - End Date: 2nd March 2026 
Purpose: Road Closure - Pole Test 
Works Promoter:   Openreach 
Works Promoter Ref: BC008PLT3158641830032025-01 
Enforcement pattern for Grimpo Road, West Felton: 
9.30 - 15.30hrs 

You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:   
https://one.network/?tm=GB147172712 

Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please 
call Customer Services on 0345 6789006,  

or contact the Street Works Team  
E: streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk 
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ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

A & J CATTERY 

Open all year round  |  Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606  We are only 5 minutes from West Felton 
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West Felton School-dates for your diary 
Parents, Teachers, Friends Association (PTFA) 

ready for a busy new school year (Sept-July). 



44 

 

have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 

for cakes, produce, 

marmalade, greet-

ing cards, and craft 

items. 

 
COMMUNITY 

COFFEE 
MORNING  

 

Come and meet 
the neighbours. 

 

 

10-12noon in the village hall. 
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra. 

 

West Felton Walking Group  
 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the Punch Bowl car park 
 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of 
the month when departure is 9:30 
to allow time to travel to our cho-
sen destination for the away day 
walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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West Felton  Christmas Tree 2025 
Thanks to the Carnival Committee 
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'A tarpaulin!' 

'Apparently it's very popular with the children's ward, minister. They pre-
tend they're camping.' 

'No, it won't do! There must be a way of raising the funds somewhere!' 

'Well …' 

'Yes?' 

'Corporate Hospitality, minster. Awful lot of money in that. And novel hotel 
experiences. Very popular with the more adventurous tourist.' 

'What do you mean?' 

'We could turn the house into a sort of … hotel, minister.' 

'I don't follow.' 

'The House, minister.' 

'Now I know you're joking! You can't turn the Houses of Parliament into a 
hotel!' 

'There are certain precedents, minister. It would be hugely popular and, I 
believe, would mean the house actually paid for itself.' 

'But … where would all the MPs go?' 

'There are very cheap alternative accommodations further north, minister. 
The savings could be enormous, and the revenue raised …' 

'The speaker wouldn't like it.' 

'Indeed, minister.' 

'What a marvellous idea!' 

'I'll draw up a proposal, minister.' 

'Excellent. And perhaps in the new place we can get some better caterers. 
This lot are dreadful. Do you know, that beastly woman wouldn't let me 
have an extra spoonful of custard today?' 

'Shocking, minister. Some people are just power mad.' 

2012 Kay Lawrence. 

(Continued from page 41) 
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters 
stove mix offcuts £160.00 

ONE STEP AHEAD 
Joanne and Chelsea 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 
 

For treatment of: 
• Overgrown nails | Corns 
• Diabetic foot care 
• Ingrowing nails | Verruca 
• Free foot care advice 

Fully Insured local 
foot health practitioners 

 

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com 

T: 01691 757111 
 

Covering 
Oswestry & 
Surrounding 

Areas. 
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N e w  Ye a r  w i s h e s  
f r o m  t h e  m a g a z i n e  C o m m i t t e e .  

 

I n  2 0 2 6 . . .  
May love and laughter light your days 
 and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours 
 wherever you may roam. 
May peace and plenty bless your world 
 with joy that long endures. 
May all life's passing seasons 
 bring the best to you and yours. 

NEWS FROM THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE 
 

Friday evening 28 November saw the grand switch-on 
of the lights on the spectacular 

Carnival-funded Christmas Tree with its 
array of baubles bearing the names of the community. 

 
Another successful evening for the village, no rain and the moon shone 
brightly on us all. 
A large crowd of people gathered to see the start of Christmas celebra-
tions in West Felton, children came to look for their bauble shining bright-
ly on the wonderful tree. 
Mike Perry did the countdown and the lights came on with a great cheer 
from everyone. 
Porthywaen Band played carols and folks drank mulled wine and had all 
sorts of wonderful cakes the committee and friends of the carnival had 
donated, a big thanks to everyone. 
 

With the sale of the baubles £300 was raised for the 
Movement Centre based at the RJAH Hospital. 

 

Thanks to all who attended and for their generous donations. 
Thanks to all the carnival committee for such a wonderful job. 

Happy New Year Everyone! 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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YES, MINISTER 
'What do you mean, we can't have the roof?' 

'Just that, minister.' 

'You mean, we have to find a cheaper option?' 

'Not exactly, minister. We can't have one.' 

'At all?' 

'No minister.' 

'Good gods, man! It's unthinkable!' 

'I do understand, minister. But there is no money left.' 

'Well, take some from one of the other projects. The Birmingham job, that 
had a huge budget.' 

'All spent, minister. All our projects are, I'm afraid, overspent.' 

'Good gods, who on earth permitted such woolly budgeting?' 

'Minister? 

'Who was in charge of the budget on these projects?' 

'Er, ultimately, minister?' 

'Oh. I see, well, the Birmingham job will, of course, be a great legacy for the 
country.' 

'Indeed, minister.' 

'Well … one of the other departments then. The DWP, they've been making 
substantial savings!' 

'Not really, minister.' 

'Oh come now! I read Clement's report. A 25% saving! They've clawed in a 
huge increase in contributions, raised retirement age. They must have quite 
a fund now.' 

'They have made savings in pension payments, minister. Unfortunately ad-
ministering the new deal has cost 111% more. They did actually approach us 
hoping we might have a little spare.' 

'You're joking, surely?' 'I'm afraid not, minister.' 

'Well, what are we to do? We can't have no roof!' 

'Well, it does have a sort of roof.' 
(Continued on page 43) 
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West Felton WI continues to enjoy its many and varied activities. Recent doings 
have included a visit from Jan Morgan-Birtles of Minsterley who spoke about her 
journey in farming. The family’s small herd of Jersey cows produces milk for their 
delicious ice cream and we sampled chocolate, stem ginger as well as vanilla. 
Their mixed breed pigs also benefit from the milk resulting in a range of sausag-
es, bacon, burgers and meatballs (such as ‘Black Velvet’ with its pork, black pud-
ding and Guinness – so good for you!) What a hardworking family with such a 
passion for their animals and for outstanding produce. 

A consignment of quince brought another opportunity to develop culinary skills: 
quince paste has been duly made as well as quince jelly with rosewater – all deli-
cious with cold meats, while for pudding adding some quince to apples made for 
a tasty crumble.  

Members were entertained at Gobowen WI when they were treated to a perfor-
mance by Shrewsbury’s Gabriela La Foley with her ukulele-playing and warm wit. 
Others have taken part in an absorbing Christmas card-making workshop; while 
we didn’t quite produce a boxful it has spurred us on to anticipate the season 
and all it brings. Items for Christmas boxes for the Teams4U annual appeal have 
been collected; there’ll be carol services in Oswestry and Shrewsbury’s Abbey for 
us to attend as well as our Christmas lunch at The Punch – thank you Sally in ad-
vance. 

We are also regularly supporting Oswestry & Borders Food Bank following Liz 
Jermy’s recent visit. Felton Stitch and our book club continue to thrive while a 
Carnival float get –together (still celebrating our win!) will be fun. Some of us are 
hoping to sample the menu on offer at the college’s ‘Scholars’ restaurant and 
we’ll attend the Attfield Theatre in early December for their staging of ‘The Un-
friend’ which sounds darkly comic and something of a thriller.  

Best wishes too to member Jo who we’re sure will give a 
sparkling performance as she competes in Hope House’s 
fundraiser ‘Strictly Shropshire’. 

Do ‘give the WI a try’! Ring 07375 997782 if you would 
like to come along. We meet on the second Thursday of 
the month. 

To all our friends and neighbours we wish a very 

West Felton 
Women’s Institute 
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If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

DELIGHTED TO PRESENT 

AN EVENING of ENTERTAINMENT BY 

JAC K  D E N T   
SHROPSHIRE’S AWARD-WINNING 

   MAGICIAN AND ENTERTAINER. 

Famous in this parish for his acclaimed shows for the children, 
 this time Jack’s show is for the grown-ups. 

The hall will be laid out café-style and guests are encouraged to 
bring their own drinks (alcohol definitely allowed) and snacks.  

There may even be some nibbles included in the  price. 

West Felton Village Hall   
Doors open 7pm.  
Performance starts 7:30pm.             

TICKETS from West Felton Stores, WFVH committee members, 
in the Punch Bowl and on the door. Because of the party layout 

of the hall, tickets will be somewhat limited so 

Saturday  
28th  February 2026  

Tickets £7.50  
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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New tech for Christmas??? 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 
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beard emerged, holding a cage 
with a jabbering parakeet inside. 
He held out his free hand to show 
he was otherwise unarmed, low-
ered the cage and backed away.  
 
The officers emerged cautiously 
from behind their vehicles, edging 
towards the cage nervously. Mrs 
Withers, spotting her beloved par-
akeet, broke free from the officers 
and charged, a desperate bundle of 
netting, curlers and winceyette, 
back up the street.  
 
'Get away from 'im! You b***** 
bullies!' she screamed.  
 
The residents watched, horror 
struck, as curlers worked free from 
the hairnet and bounced down to 
the ground. Mrs Withers, oblivious 
to the police rifles trained upon 
her, burst through the cordon and 
launched herself at the cage.  

 
'Oh ta, Tom! You saved 'im! 
Marvin, are you alright m'old 
love?'  
 
Marvin, the bemused parakeet, 
hopped about on his perch and 
looked up at his mistress. 'Gonna 
blow you all up!' he piped up, 
cheerfully. 'Gotta bomb!'  
 
The police inspector slapped his 
forehead. 'It was the sodding ca-
nary!'  
 
'Parakeet!' corrected Mrs Withers.  
 
'What the hell did you teach him to 
say that for?'  
 
Mrs Withers looked up, startled. 'I 
never learned 'im that! 's not my 
fault. 'e likes CSI, that's all. It's 'is 
favourite show!'  
  

2012 Kay Lawrence. 

(Continued from page 35) 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 

01691 830315 
info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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Up the Garden Path with Topiarius 

New year, new enthusiasm for the gar-
dening activities. However, in January 
things are largely at a standstill but it is 
a good time to apply lime to any vege-
table plot that is rather acid and, in the 
reverse direction if your soil is on the 
alkaline side, to sprinkle sulphur chips 
on lime hating plants such as rhodo-
dendrons. A pleasant indoor job will be 
ordering plug plants of bedding, which 
we do for begonias, petunias and gera-
niums to reduce the work of producing 
from seed.  

A generation or so back it was the al-
most universal practice to put the gar-
den to bed in the autumn, clear, dig 
and forget until spring. Nowadays, 
some people keep up the tradition to 
clear their borders of dead vegetation 
in the autumn to give a nice tidy look. 
Others leave it all to spring so there are 
seeds for the birds and to give some 
protection to hibernating plants. We 
favour the autumn when we are less 
busy for the very simple reason that 
there is too much else to do in spring. I 
wonder whether the change owes as 
much to gardens being smaller as to 
care for wildlife. With the new year 
enthusiasm comes a desire to tidy up 
and we will start sweeping paths this 
month as well as any remaining border 
clearance. 

As and when freezing temperature al-
low, we will be continuing with our win-
ter renovation and change projects. 
However, one thing we won’t be doing 

is to make raised beds. I have never 
seen much point in them unless they 
are absolutely needed to get adequate 
drainage. I exclude from that comment 
what I consider as real raised beds 
which would be high enough to be 
tended from a wheelchair. One claim 
for them is to avoid walking on the soil 
but I want to grow rather more vegeta-
bles than in a bed I can tend from the 
side. That said, it does mean that our 
vegetable plots get walked on and we 
have not yet reached a totally no dig 
regime. When we do dig it disturbs the 
earthworms which I increasingly regret 
doing, but I don’t suppose they can 
hear if I apologise. Actually, that is not 
quite true as they can feel vibrations. It 
was shown that if you play a sound that 
is like a mole digging they will scuttle 
back into their burrows. 

While spreading soil conditioner, which 
is organic however you use the word, I 
was reminded of a very old quotation 
(but not where it came from): 
“Minerals that are mined or quarried 
cannot be said to be artificial …. and 
must not be spurned by gardeners, 
however naturalistic they have be-
come.” Back when that quote was 
made, organic still only meant carbon 
containing and had not been borrowed 
for use in a natural movement, so the 
minerals that were said to be natural 
would not be organic in the chemical 
sense.● 
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'Madam, please keep moving! You 
need to get back.'  
 
She turned a stare on the young 
officer that would have reduced a 
lesser man to jelly. 'Would you 
speak to your granny that way?'  
 
'Madam, this is for your safety. 
Please. Keep moving.'  
 
'What about my parakeet?'  
 
Emily slipped her arm through Mrs 
Withers' and gently guided her 
along the street. 'I'm sure he'll be 
fine. They won't let you back in 
until … whatever this is … is fin-
ished.'  
 
Mrs Withers looked up at her with 
teary eyes. 'I don't like to think of 
'im, all alone up there.'  
 
'Daft woman!' said Mr Hooper, 
taking her other arm.  
 
They stopped at the end of the 
street, neither residents nor officers 
knowing quite where they should 
go now. Mr Hooper, appointing 
himself spokesperson for the dis-
placed group, stepped forwards 
and tapped one of the officers on 
the shoulder.  
 
'Now, see here. What's going on?'  
 
The police officer peered down at 

him coldly. 'Police operation, sir.'  
 
Mr Hooper scowled. 'I can see 
that! Why have you turfed us out 
of our beds in the middle of the 
night?'  
 
'I've been doing proper well 
learnin' him to talk, an' all,' grum-
bled Mrs Withers, still nursing her 
parakeet preoccupation.  
 
'The building was evacuated for 
your safety, sir.'  
 
'Is there a bomb?'  
 
'I can't say, sir.'  
 
'Mind you, I think he picks up 
more from the telly than he does 
from me.'  
 
'For heaven's sake, woman! Shut 
up about your damned parakeet!' 
said Mr Hooper, throwing his 
hands in the air.  
 
Mrs Withers backed away, staring 
at him in surprise. Emily put her 
arm around the old lady and gave 
her a squeeze. Back down the 
street the vested officers sprinted 
from the apartment block, and eve-
ryone ducked behind the emergen-
cy vehicles.  
 
The residents and officers at the 
end of the street watched, open 
mouthed, as a young man with a 

(Continued from page 34) 

(Continued on page 37) 
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The Police Operation 
 

'I heard one of 'em say it were a 
bomb!' said Mrs Withers, hairnet 
firmly in place, dressing gown but-
toned protectively across her full 
length winceyette nightie.  
 
'No, it'll be old Frank, again,' 
growled Mr Hooper. 'He's been on 
a bender, I'll bet.'  
 
'I bloody 'aven't!' snarled Frank 
from the back of the crowd.  
 
'Oh sorry, Frank. Didn't see you 
there!'  
 
'It could be that young man from 
downstairs. I see he's grown a 
beard recently,' said Mrs Thomas.  
 
'What the hell's that got to do with 
anything?' cried Mr Hooper, who 
was himself rather hirsute.  
 
'Well, you know. He is at college 
after all,' insisted Mrs Thomas, 
looking around a little uncertainly.  
 
'That's young Tom. Nice lad 'e is. 
Often calls in for a little chat. You 
leave 'im alone,' said Mrs Withers.  
 
They all looked back at the apart-
ment block, swimming in a seasick 
display of flashing red and blue 
lights. Swarming all around it were 
emergency workers in fluorescent 
yellow. The residents were all 
forced to shuffle backwards as the 

cordon tape was stretched further 
out.  
 
'It could be a gas leak,' said Emily 
Porter, shouting to make herself 
heard over the bedlam.  
 
'Well, if that was the case young 
lady, they'd have the gas board out 
here by now,' said Mr Hooper 
kindly.  
 
'I 'ope this don't take all night,' 
snapped Mrs Withers, sucking her 
gums worriedly. 'I had to leave 
m'parakeet in there. He don't like 
lots of noise.'  
 
'He'd better hope it's not a bomb 
then!' snorted Frank, from the 
back.  
 
Mrs Withers paled and began gurn-
ing furiously. 'D'you think they'd 
let me back in? Only I shouldn't 
like anything to 'appen to 'im.'  
 
Three police officers approached at 
that point and began steering the 
bewildered residents down the 
street. Behind them a team of bul-
let-proof vested officers charged 
into the building. Mrs Withers 
stopped, craning her neck around 
the fluorescent jackets.  
 
'Here! What about my parakeet? 
He'll be frightened stiff with all 
this lot goin' on!'  

(Continued on page 35) 
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Why are they going to 
Church? 

Michael Davie 

By the time this article appears 
Christmas will almost be over. The 
festive season seems to start earli-
er each year and West Felton 
church must hold up its hand as an 
offender. The church held its bien-
nial Christmas coffee morning on 
22nd November and we would like 
to thank all helpers, stallholders 
and of course those who came and 
supported the event. Several 
attractions such as wreath making 
and Father Christmas have fallen 
by the wayside, but even so the 
total raised for the church was 
£805. Given that church roof re-
pairs are currently ongoing and the 
heating is in disarray this sum is 
most helpful. 

Seeing so many people enjoying a 
cup of tea or coffee and the vari-
ous refreshments on offer gave me 
cause to think about the value of 
events such as this, and the com-
munity coffee mornings, in encour-
aging human contact. In recent 
months an increase in churchgoing 
amongst younger people, particu-
larly amongst men in the 18-34 
year-old group has been reported. 
The church claims a spiritual reviv-

al. The Bible Society claims that 
people are looking for a meaning 
from life. Churchgoers were more 
likely than non churchgoers to re-
port greater life satisfaction. Earli-
er articles in this series have 
sought to answer the question – 
why go to church? The findings, 
rather than spiritual regeneration, 
have highlighted loneliness and 
isolation whilst an excess of males 
in the revival has been stressed. 

A recent article (in an economic 
publication) hints at a more seri-
ous problem. The story began 
when a single lady in her early 
twenties was heard to comment 
that men are nothing more than 
single celled organisms. She had 
not formed any romantic relation-
ships and was setting out on a suc-
cessful career. Men were a distrac-
tion to her lifestyle. She did how-
ever crave some relationship and 
she started to explore ChatGPT. 
Through this medium she sought 
to develop her ideal partner – 
probably a man –including his age 
and occupation. Chat GPT started 
telling her that loving her was his 
aim in life. Through this interaction 
with artificial intelligence she was 
finding satisfaction in her life. It 

(Continued on page 25) 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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 money matters, benefits, grants and financial assistance; 

 SEND local offer, clothing and footwear, continence, toys and equip-
ment, speech and language difficulties, support groups; 

 staying safe, anti-social behaviour, domestic abuse, home, online, road, 
and water safety; 

 sports and fitness activities, walking groups, sports clubs and organisa-
tions, leisure centres; 

 things to do for children and families, days out, school holidays, youth 
clubs; and 

 volunteering opportunities. 

As well as being available to the public on the Shropshire Council website, 
or via your chosen search engine, the Directory is used by Community and 
Care Co-ordinators, plus other health and care professionals as part of the 
NHS social prescribing service, which aims to help people take charge of 
their own health and wellbeing, and improve their lives.  

The Directory can be found by following this link:  

https://directory.shropshire.gov.uk/ 

It is possible to search the Directory using a keyword or phrase, plus a 
postcode in order to find the relevant services available near to where a 
user lives or works, and a search can also be narrowed further by 
‘audience’, ie age group, or by a date range or day of the week.  From the 
results of the search, users can access a variety of information about the 
groups, including contact details, a brief summary of the services provid-
ed, and where and when meetings / sessions take place. Where available 
there will also be a link to the organisation’s website or social media for 
more in-depth information. 

Please do have a look at the Directory and bookmark it as a ‘favourite’ for 
quick and easy reference, or if you are unable to access the internet at 
home, pop into your local library for assistance.  

Lynn Ford, Community Directory Officer 

December 2025 

(Continued from page 31) Shrops Directory 
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Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 

EXERCISE CLASSES 
Tuesday mornings 
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates 
10:45am  Intermediate/advanced pilates 
12 noon  Dance Fit 

 

T:  07904456368 
E:  abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com 
Fb:  Abigailcharlottefitness 
        Abigailcharlottefitness 

Pilates classes £8.50 
Dance Fit - £7.50 
Please bring a mat to pilates and wear 
something comfortable and stretchy. 

Strengthen. Stretch.  
Move better. Feel good 
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gave her what she wanted and 
unlike real life partners it didn’t 
cause her any problems. The rela-
tionship was simple, pleasurable 
and caused her no problems. 

It appears that such a story is be-
coming increasingly common. Re-
search has found that 42% of high 
school students in the USA report 
that they or a friend has interact-
ed with Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
in this way. People who use AI in 
this way may use it to find a 
(robotic) romantic partner, and 
may even develop a sexual rela-
tionship with it. Alleviation of 
loneliness is often cited as a rea-
son for using AI in this way. Yet 
use of the computer and AI may 
actually cause loneliness and de-
tachment from society. In the past 
a person might have gone along to 
the public library where a possible 
interaction with a librarian might 
have introduced that person to 
other ideas. The important point is 
that, like the lady above, we be-
come attached to an artificial 
world which feeds its own 
thoughts and prejudices. 

Running your social life around a 
computer risks inward thinking. 
The aforementioned lady is never 
likely to meet anyone with contra-

dictory views, and never likely to 
meet a boyfriend with whom she 
can argue, whom she can love and 
with whom she can have a physi-
cal relationship. Conversely a 
young man, whose desire is proba-
bly greater for a physical woman 
rather than an AI generated one 
gets to lose out. As in China with 
its one child policy, boys become 
frustrated at not being able to find 
a girlfriend. The more determined 
look to see where women are. 
Nightclubs and discos may be a 
source of girls, though at some risk 
such as drugs. The more discern-
ing will discover that women are 
more likely to go to church than 
men, so where better for a young 
man to string along and find a girl-
friend, especially in the more 
evangelical churches where the 
services can be more like a party 
than in a conventional Anglican 
church. Way back when I was at 
University, fellow students (all 
male in those days) spoke about 
the church and about the YMCA, 
as organisations that often intro-
duced them to girls –“of a nice 
sort” – though I never got round 
to asking what that meant, There 
is evidently a rôle here for the 
church to fund better youth ser-
vices, and bring people away from 

(Continued from page 23) Why are they ... 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 
 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    
 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

 
 
 
 
 

Insurance 
Approved 

----- 

Police  
recognized 

Based in 
Whitchurch 
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The Shropshire Together 

Community and Family Directory 

If you haven’t come across it yet …  the Shropshire Together Community 
and Family Directory is a free online database containing information 
about all sorts of local community groups, clubs, and organisations, cover-
ing Shropshire and the immediate bordering areas, as well as a few more 
regional and national sources of advice and support.   

The Directory, which replaced the previous Shropshire Community Direc-
tory and Family Information Directory in April 2025, is provided by Shrop-
shire Council, and currently hosts in excess of 5,000 entries. 

The Directory offers signposting information on a vast range of subject 
areas, including: 

 advice and information, disability information; 

 business and economy, fund-raising and grant aid, charities; 

 care and support services, home care providers, day centres; 

 childcare and early years, child minders and nurseries; 

 climate, environment, composting and recycling; 

 community and living, community transport and venues, parish and 
community magazines; 

 education and learning, adult and further education, schools and tuition 
services; 

 employment and careers, jobs and job seeking; 

 family support, adoption and fostering support, parenting support, rela-
tionship advice; 

 health and wellbeing information, self-help groups; 

 housing and homelessness; 

 leisure and cultural activities, hobbies, art, drama, music, history, and 
heritage; 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Leaton Forest Firewood 
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood 

 Barrow Bags 
  Premium Grade £50 
  B Grade £45  

 

 Bulk Bags 
Premium Grade £150 
B Grade £125 
 

 Kindling £8  
 

 Free Local Delivery 
To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk  or 

order through our website: 
www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/ 

• Friendly, professional service 
• Over 15 years experience  
• Interiors and exteriors  
• Paper hanging  
 

• Fully insured  
• Free estimates  
 

E: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk 

Mob: 07581423025 
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their computers.  

Many studies show that women 
have a warming effect on men, 
and in the presence of women 
men are more generous, talk more 
and take more risks. 

Are these studies merely repeating 
what the author of the book of 
Genesis concluded over 4 millen-
nia ago?  

“Then God said ‘It is not good for 
man to be alone. I will make him a 
helper’ ”. Eve came along with the 
apple, Adam took a risk, and the 
rest is “history”, or, more likely, 
fable. In getting the sexes together 
the church may have a role in en-
hancing interactions, promoting 
relationships and producing a 
more generous and calmer society 
as well as encouraging more mar-
riages and children.● 

(Continued from page 25) Why are they ... 

ROUND and ABOUT WEST FELTON 

 
West Felton Magazine Committee 

 

Notice to Advertisers 
 

We have kept our annual advertising increase, effective 
from 1st January 2026, to the bare minimum needed to 
cover the cost of printing. 
 

In 2025 we only just broke even, thanks to the kind readers 
who made donations, and to the 26 volunteers who give 
freely of their time, effort and petrol to maintain deliveries. 
 

We are very grateful to our donors,  
volunteers and contributors, 
and wish everyone a happy, 
peaceful and successful year in 2026. 
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