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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   07543 040618 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Shrops Councillor: Cllr David Walker  01743 256863/ M 07484 541576 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH:            MINISTRY vacant                       
Church Warden:              Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden:      Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:  President: Rhian 07375 997 782  
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www.westfe ltonmagazine .co .uk  

Supporting local business - Supporting the community 

Sunday 12th JULY 

☺ Time to book 
your stall 

☺ Time to plan 
your float 

Our search for a new priest begins... 
Have your say see page 21 and your questionnaire enclosed 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
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4 June COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING 33 

13 June Derwen Fete and Dog show 33 

18 June Councillor Surgery - see below  

13,14 June Jon Young Gardens and Studio open 19 

4 July Rivacres, Grimpo Open Garden 29 

12th July CARNIVAL DAY. 19 

Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT…  see page  39 

Pilates Class 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School 

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 01691 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

YOUR opportunity to engage personally  
with your LOCAL COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

WEST FELTON - 7pm to 8pm: at The Punch Bowl, at the back of the restaurant. 

or WHITTINGTON: 10am to 11am at Senior Citizens Hall, Station Road, 
Whittington in the back room - coinciding with coffee morning. 

Cllr David Walker, Whittington Division: 01743 256863,  
Email:  CllrDavid.Walker@shropshire.gov.uk   |  M:  07484 541576 

3 r d  T h u r s d a y  e a c h  m o n t h  |  Next surgery 18th June 

What’s 

new? 

PC Bookkeeping Service -    page 46 
Cambrian Hearing service    page 42 
Derwen College     page 42 
Milne Installations     page 32 
Rowen Tree Care     page 32 
PARISH PROFILE QUESTIONNAIRE ENCLOSED 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood,  
Salop Road, 
Oswestry,  
SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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Disclaimer 
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s 
products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. 
 

The information, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published 
in Round and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee. 

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page  £65 
Half  page       £95 
Full page      £155 

Last day for submission of copy and  
deadline for content changes 

10th JUNE 2026 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 

 

We are doing the delivery service again  

for those who are shielding at home.  
 

 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• WhatsApp your order on our business 

number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible, 

please leave your name and telephone number,  

so we may contact you. Thank you. 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 
Sunday 7 June –  Morning Service 
 

All welcome! 
 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 
 

St Chad’s, Haughton  
 

Services to be announced 
 

Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  

Please arrange with The Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

St Michael’s, West Felton 
 

9:30 am every Sunday 
unless otherwise stated 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  
Baschurch, Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: see list. Website: www.westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199  
Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  
        SALC Area Committee) 
Cllr Alastair FORBES  01691 610 524 
Cllr Mick GREEN  07928 479 305 
Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee). 
Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005 
Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117  
Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863  

Mobile: 07484 541576 
Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan  T: 01939 809387  

E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk  

P L E A S E  N O T E  N E W  E M A I L  A D D R E S S E S  
F O R  P A R I S H  C L E R K  A N D  C O U N C I L L O R S  

Rosemary Wood  clerk@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
John Thornhill  john.thornhill@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Ozcan Ozagir ozcan.ozagir@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
David Walker david.walker@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Marian Hesketh marian.hesketh@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
David Curtis david.curtis@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Ed Nicholas edward.nicholas@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Pat Mabe pat.mabe@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Chris Jones chris.jones@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Alastair Forbes alastair.forbes@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Neil Summers neil.summers@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
Mick Green michael.green@westfelton-pc.gov.uk 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Report from Chairman Cllr John Thornhill 

This month’s meeting was mainly 
spent discussing financial matters of 
the Council with year-end reports and 
data. 

Various members took on responsibil-
ity for liaising with groups in the Par-
ish.  David Curtis continues as our link 
with the Primary school and also rep-
resents us on the Shropshire Associa-
tion of Local Councils.  Marian Hes-
keth is the Village Hall link with Ed 
Nicholas serving on the ABP Liaison 
group.  

There were no planning applications 
to consider.  However, we noted with 
grave concern that the application to 
install a Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tem had been approved by Shrop-
shire Council.  We remain worried 
about the fire risks as previously re-
ported along with traffic and noise 
pollution.  The building process may 
last some time and we fear that the 
current state of the Rednal straight 
may be further damaged by increased 
traffic during that process.  In the ap-
plication for planning permission the 
builders offered to provide a commu-
nity benefit fund.  We will approach 
them to ask what they intend to pro-
vide to the Village. 

We have agreed to install a sign post 
indicating the location of St Michael's 
Parish Church.  This will be sited on 
the corner of Holyhead Road and 

School Road opposite the Punch 
Bowl.  If anyone has experience in 
sign making or knows of anyone with 
such, please contact the Clerk with 
details.   

We are still awaiting response to a 
number of issues and will continue to 
press Shropshire Council for positive 
outcomes to improve facilities in the 
Village.  We noted that our applica-
tion for Tree Protection Orders was 
approved but excluded three mature 
Oak trees on our list.  We still await a 
list of all contractors approved to sup-
ply signs to designate the Conserva-
tion order.  There has been some pro-
gress in response to our request for 
LED lighting on The Avenue, but we 
need further information particularly 
in relation to lights on the bypass 
bridge.  

We will be investigating reports in 
relation to the damage to fencing in 
the middle of the play area with a 
view to replacement for safety rea-
sons.  

Council agreed to continue to hold 
meetings and the second Tuesday of 
every month, except August, for the 
next year.   

After the formal business had been 
completed we discussed correspond-
ence between a parishioner and the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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office of our local MP, Helen Morgan.  
On behalf of the Council and parish-
ioners, I will seek an open meeting in 
the parish with her to discuss our 
concerns about building applications 

already submitted.  

We are holding the next meeting of 
the Neighbourhood Plan team on 
19th May at 7 30 pm in the back 
room of the Punch Bowl Inn.  You are 
most welcome. ● 

(Continued from page 7) 

Shropshire Councillor report – April / 
May - Cllr David Walker 

Over the past month I have had a sig-
nificant amount of casework around 
bin, loose manhole covers, planning, 
unauthorised tree felling, highways 
and footpath issues. 

A significant amount of my time has 
been spent progressing the new Local 
Plan, which is now moving into its 
formal next stage. At last week’s cabi-
net we agreed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
to give 4 months notice to start plan 
making in September. Following de-
tailed work with officers and mem-
bers we have agreed the framework 
for the plan, including a structured 
timetable and the approach to public 
engagement. The plan will begin with 
a formal scoping consultation, giving 
residents, parish councils and stake-
holders the opportunity to shape the 
vision, priorities and settlement hier-
archy. The consultation will ask ques-
tions rather than give answers at this 
stage. The map of the result from the 
call for sites is now published – link in 
appendix 4, paragraph 5.18 – these 

are raw and unvarnished sites which 
haven’t been assessed yet. There is 
no guarantee sites submitted will go 
forward. 

Alongside this, I have been working 
through Cabinet business, including 
discussions at Cabinet & Executive 
Group - Cabinet Reports where the 
Local Plan programme, corporate pri-
orities and wider service pressures 
were reviewed. This has included en-
suring the Local Plan aligns with infra-
structure delivery, housing need and 
the Council’s wider strategic direc-
tion. 

Regular meetings such as the Portfo-
lio Holder Briefing/Planning Services 
have focused on keeping progress 
moving across planning services. This 
has included advancing supplemen-
tary planning guidance, strengthening 
design standards, and ensuring en-
forcement activity continues on key 
sites, including heritage and danger-
ous structures. 

Planning enforcement remains a pri-
ority, with ongoing work to address 
breaches of planning conditions and 
ensure developments deliver on what 

(Continued on page 9) 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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was agreed. Officers continue to pur-
sue both formal action and negotiat-
ed solutions where appropriate, with 
a clear focus on protecting local com-
munities and infrastructure. 

Highways and infrastructure issues 
have also remained a consistent 
theme. I have continued to press for 
progress on road adoptions, drain-
age, potholes and footpath improve-
ments, and wider concerns raised by 
residents. I have also been working 
with officers on improving coordina-
tion and delivery across planning and 
highways services. 

On the strategic side, there have also 
been wider organisational changes, 
including the appointment of a new 
service director for Place Shaping and 
adjustments to cabinet and scrutiny 
arrangements, strengthening over-
sight of housing and the Local Plan 
going forward. A new team leader for 

Highways Planning has been appoint-
ed. This post has been left vacant 
since 2015! 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
funding continues to be an important 
area of work. I have been involved in 
discussions to improve transparency 
and distribution of funds and to en-
sure the system better reflects the 
needs of rural communities such as 
West Felton. 

Overall, the past month has been fo-
cused on putting the building blocks 
in place for a more robust planning 
system for Shropshire—one that 
gives communities a stronger voice, 
ensures infrastructure is planned 
alongside growth, and provides great-
er certainty in decision-making—
alongside continuing to progress day-
to-day local issues on highways, plan-
ning and infrastructure.● 

PARISH definition – possible confusion? 

Currently in West Felton we have two ‘parish’ projects going on:  

1. The preparation of a PARISH PROFILE to facilitate the recruitment of a 
new Parish Priest for West Felton and Whittington. A questionnaire will 
collect information from all the people in West Felton to help form this 
parish profile. 

2. Supported by West Felton Parish Council, the preparation of a NEIGH-
BOURHOOD PLAN to discern the wishes of parishioners on how the local 
area develops. It is eventually fed into a new Shropshire statutory plan 
which dictates where new homes, shops, and offices should be built, and 
to influence the design and infrastructure of the community; written by 
local people rather than developers or local councils.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  
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North Shropshire  Timber  
Rednal Ind Est. 

SY11 4HS   -   01691610570 
Your local independent sawmill 

for all your internal and external timber needs. 
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile. 

Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project 
 

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn, 
delivered six days a week. 

 

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume 
Stove mix offcuts    £ 85 
Oak/Ash offcuts     £110 
Split softwood logs   £152 

 Split hardwood logs  £173 

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters 
stove mix offcuts £160.00 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac -  

Block Paving - Slabs 
 

Highways and Local Authority 

Approved Contractor 

References available  

John Richards ,   

Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 

01743 741503  

RICHARDS 

GROUNDWORKS 

 

PERSONAL COMPUTERISED 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 

 

Fully compliant in Sage,  
QuickBooks, Xero, Excel. 

 

Established in Oswestry in 2025 
 

To find out more telephone 

07752 707346 
 

Email  
pc.bookkeeping@outlook.com 
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In England the term "parish" refers to two distinct systems: Diocesan 
(Ecclesiastical) Parishes and Civil Parishes—they often overlap geographically 
but serve entirely different functions, authorities, and purposes.  

Here in West Felton we have: 
Our Ecclesiastical Church of England parish within the Diocese of Lichfield is 
called the Benefice of Whittington & West Felton with Haughton: three 
churches, in two parishes with, (it is hoped) one priest, but with two separate 
Parochial Church Councils. The parochial church council (PCC) is the executive 
committee of a Church of England parish and consists of clergy and churchward-
ens, together with representatives of the laity; all volunteers, of course. Legally 
the PCC is responsible for the financial affairs of the church parish and the 
maintenance of its assets, such as churches and church halls. It has charitable 
status. It also assists the clergy in the management of church affairs in the par-
ish, and promoting the mission of the church.  
The Shropshire Council Division of Whittington covers two civil parishes, 
Whittington and West Felton, each with its separate Parish Council. A parish 
council is a civil local authority, the lowest tier of local government. Parish 
councils are elected corporate bodies that carry out beneficial public activities 
in geographical areas known as civil parishes. Parish councils may be known by 
different styles, as in Oswestry it is called the Town Council. However, their 
powers and duties are the same whatever name they carry. Parish councils re-
ceive the majority of their funding by levying a precept upon the council tax 
paid by the residents of the parish (or parishes) covered by the council. Parish 
councils are made up of unpaid councillors who are elected to serve for four 
years. Responsibilities and functions can include: 

 providing, maintaining, or supporting community facilities such as allotments, 
public toilets, bus shelters, cemeteries, war memorials, and playing fields; 

 acting as a statutory consultee on local planning applications, ensuring devel-
opers and principal authorities consider local views; 

 representing the interests of residents to local police, health services, and 
principal authorities; 

 implementing community safety projects, maintaining footpaths and bridle-
ways, and managing environmental initiatives like tree planting or climate 
initiatives 

 installing and maintaining street lighting, benches, seats, and playgrounds. 
 funding community projects and providing grants to local voluntary organiza-

tions. 
 holding regular public meetings, appointing a Clerk (administrator), and ad-

hering to legal standards.● 

(Continued from page 9)Parish 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 

01691 830315 
info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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A Midsummer 
Night’s  Dream  

 

Performances 
7 June   Y  Dolydd, Llanfyllin    2.30      Open air performance 

8 June Berriew Village Hall  7.45 
12 June Kinnerly Village Hall  7.45 
13 June Llanymynech Village Hall 2.30 
13 June Llanymynech Village Hall 7.45 

14 June    Oteley Estate Ellesmere 2.30  Open air performance 

Tickets from ticket source 01691 830558 

BROWNHILL HOUSE 
G A R D E N  O P E N  

IN MAY & JUNE  
BY ARRANGEMENT 

This year we are not opening on specific days but for all of May and June. 

This means you can just email (or phone) on a sunny day, when you 
have visitors, or just when you want to be in a beautiful secluded 
place where you can marvel at the civil engineering required to gar-
den on a 45 degree slope! If you are not up to 750 steps, leave that to the 
gardeners and just sit on the terrace, enjoy the lovely view, a drink and 
Yoland’s famous muffins. 

REMEMBER, every booking to visit the garden is more money for the 
charities supported by the National Gardens Scheme.  

BROWNHILL HOUSE GARDEN, Ruyton XI Towns, SY4 1LR.  
On the B3497. Unique hillside garden bordering the River Perry 

Admission £5  - Children FREE, - Plants for sale, 
Not suitable for wheelchairs - Sorry, no dogs. 

Visitors by arrangement May and June, 
come on your own or in a 50-seater bus!  

Phone:   01939 261 121           Email:     yoland@eleventowns.org.uk 
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Leaton Forest Firewood 
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood 

 Barrow Bags 
  Premium Grade £50 
  B Grade £45  

 

 Bulk Bags 
Premium Grade £150 
B Grade £125 
 

 Kindling £8  
 

 Free Local Delivery 
To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk  or 

order through our website: 
www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/ 

• Friendly, professional service 
• Over 15 years experience  
• Interiors and exteriors  
• Paper hanging  
 

• Fully insured  
• Free estimates  
 

E: karlleaver@hotmail.co.uk 

Mob: 07581423025 
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ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE 
Road Closure:  Unnamed Road, Rednal 
Start Date: 14th July 2026 
End Date: 14th July 2026 
Purpose: Road Closure - Remedial 
Works Promoter:   SEVERN TRENT WATER LIMITED 
Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201-000006737828-03 
Enforcement pattern for Unnamed Road, Rednal: All the time 
 
You can view the closure and diversion route by visiting :  

https://one.network/?tm=GB149410347 
Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please call Customer Ser-
vices on 0345 6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on  
streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk  

mailto:streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 

EXERCISE CLASSES 
Tuesday mornings 
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates 
10:45am  Intermediate/advanced pilates 
12 noon  Dance Fit 

 

T:  07904456368 
E:  abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com 
Fb:  Abigailcharlottefitness 
        Abigailcharlottefitness 

Pilates classes £9 or £42.50 for 5  
Dance Fit - £8.50 or £40 for 5 

 

Please bring a mat to pilates and wear 
something comfortable and stretchy. 

 

Strengthen. Stretch.  
Move better. Feel good 
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e: meg@floragami.co.uk 
m: 07711 091436 

Insta: floragami.paperflower 
Facebook  

The Importance of being Floral  
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July 

Woodhill Park Estate, Morda,  SY10 9AS 
An Open Garden day of workshops, beauty products, 

art, theatrical entertainment and refreshments 
https://www.woodhillparkestate.com/ 

 
Saturday JULY 4th: 10am - 12pm 
Floragami Paper Flowers - Lavender. 
Join Meg from Floragami for a unique and engag-
ing morning of paper craft. In this 2 hour taster 
workshop you will learn how to create realistic 
stems of lavender using nothing but paper and 
wire and take home a little bunch of flowers that 
will make you smile.  
No experience necessary. 16+ years. 
£35 - ticket includes garden entry. 
 

Sunday JULY 5th 10am - 2pm 
Floragami Paper Flowers - Wild 
Roses. 
Join Meg for a morning of lifelike paper 
roses. You will be amazed that these aren't 
real, and you can learn how to make them 
yourself in this relaxed and joyful work-
shop. Spend the morning turning hand 
dyed papers into petals, buds and leaves and take home a spray of 
flowers that will fill you with joy! No experience necessary. 16+ years. 
£75: tickets includes garden entry. 
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We s t  F e l t o n  V i l l a g e  H a l l  

Annual report to the Parish Council  
Ian Walker. Vice Chair, West Felton Village Hall.  

April 2026 

The committee is pleased to report that the hall 
continues to be very well used into 2026. There 
are regular activities ongoing for every evening of 
the week, to include Table Tennis, Badminton, 
Yoga, Argentine dance and Ballroom and Latin dance lessons and dance 
training sessions. It is so positive to have the support of the evening hirers 
which brings regular income for the hall. During the week the hall hosts a 
monthly community coffee morning, which always attracts many parishion-
ers for a chat, drink and a bacon roll. 

The weekends find the hall continuing to be utilised for christenings, parties, 
craft fairs, bingo, magic shows and so much more which generates further 
fundraising. 

Due to the high use of the main hall, there is a desire to promote more take 
up of the rear room to attract additional income. 

This year, the hall has benefitted from a full cohort of willing and able com-
mittee Trustees. The team brings a good mix of skills which enables swift res-
olution of issues and reliable close out of actions from our quarterly com-
mittee meetings, and of course, the ongoing running and administration 
needed to make the hall the success that it is. 

Currently, the Secretarial duties are being shared between the existing Trus-
tees, so there is a vacancy for a permanent Secretary. 

The hall infrastructure is in good order and many of the users comment on 
how good the hall looks. We benefit from reliable local tradesmen who are 
always on quick hand to deal with any issues. Infrastructure projects planned 
include replacing the main hall wall mounted heaters, which are now obso-
lete, and also a much-needed upgrade to the kitchen. These 2 projects will 
cost circa £8k so careful consideration is needed. 

Finances remain under good control with some monies set aside for any 
short notice issues, and with the heating and kitchen projects in mind. 

The hall continues to be an important meeting place in the centre of West 
Felton, providing a wide range of activities which are well used and support-
ed by the local community. We have a hall to be proud of. ● 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 
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Up the Garden Path with Topiarius 

Oh, to be in the garden 
now that summer is here 

We had a long enough spell of no rain 
in late April that we had to resort to 
watering so expectations are that we 
will have at least one dry period in 
June, a time when the sun is at its high-
est. Amongst the advice for dealing 
with drought is to not bother with the 
lawn as it will recover—but who wants 
brown grass. The bulk of the usual ad-
vice is sensible if not always  practi-
cal—for many of us there is a limit to 
how much mulching we can do and we 
don’t want to be limited to drought 
resistant plants. However, lets hope 
we don’t get too much of a problem. 

Despite there being plenty of work to 
do this month, it is also a good time to 
enjoy your garden, and indeed enjoy 
other people’s gardens, so try and find 
time for visits, particularly to gardens 
open for the National Garden Scheme. 
Don’t forget those that are open by 
appointment for individuals, the own-
ers really do want you to book a visit. 

The first job of the month if you didn’t 
take a chance and jump the gun is to 
plant out bedding. Always assuming of 
course that you do include half hardy 
bedding in your garden plan. We are 
trying to cut back to save effort but 
bedding is a splendid way of getting 
later summer colour and also to fill 
gaps. I count that we have 18 varieties 
(and we were cutting down?) which 
adds up to quite a few hundred plants. 

Along with the bedding there are to-
matoes and cucumbers to plant out in 
the glasshouse and sweet corn and 
runner beans to go outside. I will again 
plant beans in wigwams as it was so 
successful last year compared to rows. 
At the same time, I will be sowing 
more sweet corn in modules to give 
some succession as they can easily pro-
vide a glut. Seeds to sow include cauli-
flower, both winter and summer, while 
later in June I will sow chard and more 
beetroot. 

Whilst all the planting and sowing is 
going on there are the perennial jobs 
of weeding, feeding and dealing with 
pests. You may have climbers and 
shrubs such as holly that could do with 
some trimming, and the same for 
plums and apricots grown as cordons 
or fans. June is a reasonable time to 
strim daffodils growing in grass. Finally, 
there will be some harvesting including 
the first potatoes. 

The mention of bedding and long grass 
with daffodils brings to mind that 
plants and garden styles come and go 
in fashion, something I have great diffi-
culty in understanding. I suspect much 
of it can be put down to getting bored 
and wanting change or the pressure 
from a zealous minority. However, I 
will not be going completely wild nor 
giving up bedding and am probably 
immune to the latest fad.● 
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PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689  Direct Dial: 101. 
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669  
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372| Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043 
 Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk  
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE. 
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111                 Twitter: @OsCops  
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 
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Pa r k i n g  Concerns in our Area 
PC Wright, West Mercia Police, Oswestry Rural South 

We continue to see an increase in parking issues and complaints 

across the area. Our officers are working hard to address these 

concerns, but there are also simple steps everyone can take to help keep our 
roads, pavements, and communities safe. 

Inconsiderate or illegal parking puts pedestrians and other road users at risk. It 
can also block access for emergency vehicles, which may delay vital help when 
every second counts. While some enforcement is carried out by police and our 
partners, local authorities also employ parking enforcement officers to support 
this work. In many cases, raising awareness and encouraging considerate parking 
can resolve issues before enforcement becomes necessary. 

We have six primary schools within our patch: Morda, Pant, Kinnerley,              
West Felton, Trefonen, and Ruyton XI Towns. 

Unfortunately, we continue to receive reports of parents parking on zig‑zag 
lines, double yellow lines, and stopping in restricted zones during school 
drop‑off and pick-up times. These markings are there for one reason only: to 
keep children and pedestrians safe. 

Parking on or near school zig-zags reduces visibility, creates dangerous crossing 
conditions, and puts young people at real risk. This behaviour must stop. 

Impact on Residents and Pedestrians 

We are also seeing an increase in vehicles: 

 Blocking residents' driveways 

 Parking over pavements 

 Forcing pedestrians, including those with prams or mobility aids, into the 
road. 

 This is not acceptable. Pavements are for people, and obstructing them creates 
hazards for some of the most vulnerable members of our community. 

Some of the most concerning reports have come from West Felton and Morda, 
where repeated poor parking is causing frustration for residents and creating 
unnecessary risks for children walking to and from school. A lack of respect for 
local residents, and more importantly, for the safety of children, cannot contin-
ue. We will continue to carry out patrols, engage with schools, and work along-
side local authority parking enforcement officers.  

However, the most effective solution is community cooperation.  

A moment of convenience for one driver 

should never come at the expense of another person's safety. 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 
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CARMINA BURANA (excerpts) 
2pm - 5:45pm 27th June 2026 
Hermon Chapel Arts, Chapel St. 

Oswestry SY11 1LF 
Tickets £16 + booking fee. Online at www.ticketsource.uk/cantioneschoir 

and on the door. Refreshments included.  

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 
EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen 
destination for the away day walk. 

New members always welcome. 

Bank holiday ‘away day walk’ on 4th May.  
We met at Punch Bowl, car share to Poachers Pocket at Chirk.  
A 5km walk along canal, under A5, past Lion Quays and on to bridge 15. Up 
and over and along Watts Dyke through bluebell wood and coming out at 
Gardeners Cottage by Henlle Hall. 
A welcome coffee and cake stop at Henlle Heights before downhill to canal 
at Bridge 16 and back along towpath - a world away from busy holiday 
traffic above us. 

A lovely morning with 20 folk and plenty of birds and 
animals to see and enjoy. 

W E S T  F E L T O N  W A L K I N G  
G R O U P  

W a l k  l e a d e r s : -  
Iain Lambie 01691 900 539 
Hilary Iles  01691 610707 
John & Eileen Hanmer 01691  010629 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

Tel: 07830 050908 

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk 
 

Do you need a bit of help 
around your house and garden? 

 

• DIY jobs 

• House repairs & 
maintenance  

• Gardening     
services 

• Single and 
double glazed unit 
replacements 
 

• Small plumbing 
and electrical 
jobs 

Fully insured.  
Competitive rates. 

Quotes on request. 
Covering Knockin, 

Melverley, 
West Felton, 

surrounding areas. 
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From Eileen 
and the Carnival  
Committee 

 

 S u n d a y  
1 2 t h  J U LY  

 19 

Carnival day is getting closer now, and only 
about six weeks until our " Big Day" of the year. 
The end of June as usual will see the friends of the 
carnival calling on everyone in the village collecting for the Tombola Stall, 
bottles and bric-a-brac, so please support us as it takes so much to put the 
carnival on now. Gifts of chocolate, sweets and biscuits are favourite (but if 
people do give us tins of beans they will be going to the food bank as nobody 
wants to win a tin of beans on carnival day!) 

We shall have the Grand Draw tickets to sell at just £2.50 a book 
with a first prize of £100. 

There will be lots going on this year and we will reveal some surprises next 
month. Hopefully a few more floats are taking part now. The first prize is £50; 
with 2nd and 3rd prizes for children and adults, so well worth taking part. 

Keep supporting the carnival we work hard 
to make it a day to remember! 
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June we’ll be entertained by Gabriela 
LaFoley and her ukulele while in July 
we’ll be visited by West Mercia’s 
branch of the ‘Casualties Union’ who 
will speak about the make up they cre-
ate in portraying injured or ill people to 
provide training experiences. Our 
Oswestry North Group continues with 
its longstanding charitable support of 
the Derwen College’s annual summer 
fete - over fifty years! In the meantime 
we’ll gear up for the carnival and the 

Oswestry Show which should all be very 
enjoyable.  

Meetings begin at 7pm in the Village 
Hall on the second Thursday of each 
month excepting August. Local women 
interested in joining this national or-
ganisation are welcome to come along 
to a meeting as a visitor for £5 which 
includes refreshments. Please contact 
us on 07375997782 or email  

WestFeltonWI@wi-shropshire.co.uk               

(Continued from page 35)  WI 

A Night of Music 
Charity Concert 
in aid of Severn Hospice 

and Hope House 
Friday 12th and 

Saturday 13th June 2026, 7.30pm  (curtain up at 7.30pm)  
 
Oswestry based singing group "Take Five" have announced their charity concert 
for 2026 will be held at the Attfield Theatre (The Guildhall, Oswestry). 
Formed 4 years ago to raise money for local charities, "Take Five" - Mark Lord, 
Kate MacDonald, Bekah & Tom Evans and Jonathan Roberts - have raised over 
£10,000 since coming together and are looking forward to another successful 
show this year. Mark and Bekah are both members of Attfield Theatre Group. 
Previous shows have raised funds for Derwen College Charity, with added per-
formances by students of the college. This year proceeds will be split between 
Hope House and Severn Hospice. 

A Night of Music will feature a wide variety of music and genres from Motown 
to Musicals, Country to Coldplay and many huge hits from the last 70 years. We 
guarantee there will be something for everybody and plenty of opportunity for 
audience participation! 

We are very grateful to have secured generous sponsorship from Berrys 
which will ensure that the money from every seat and raffle ticket sold goes to 
our chosen charities. We've also had some fabulous raffle prizes donated – top of 
which is a £200 voucher from Polka Dot Travel! 

Tickets are £12 and available now at www.ticketsource.co.uk/attfield 

or over the counter at Café Milano in Old Chapel Court. 
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P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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NEW PARISH PRIEST  
BUT NOT A NEW DIOCESE 

Michael Davie 
I begin this month’s article 

seeking your help.  
We have been given the go ahead to 
search for new priest for this parish. 
Our Parish representatives, Patricia 
Hicks and Christine Curtis, are working 
on a profile describing what goes on in 
the village and are seeking suggestions 
about what you would like in a priest. 
Bear in mind a priest is there for all of 
us, not just church goers. 

A community has a need for weddings, 
funerals, baptisms, and clergy input 
into the school, but most importantly 
for pastoral care. There is a scarcity of 
clergy so not only should we express 
our own desires but also put ourselves 
in a priest’s shoes and think what he 
or she might look for in us. Forms ask-
ing for your thoughts will be widely 
circulated. [One is included in this 
magazine]. Forms can also be ob-
tained from and replies sent to either  

Patricia patcat82@hotmail.co.uk  
or text 07825 814626) or Christine 
christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com  
or text 07765 793331).   
Completed forms can also be placed in 
the box in West Felton Stores.  

Responses by the end of May 
would be appreciated. 

As we look for a new priest for the 
parish, an event one hundred years 
ago reminds us that, but for one vote,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

we might no longer be part of the Dio-
cese of Lichfield. On 4th March 1926 
the Lord Bishop of Manchester rose in 
the House of Lords to propose a bill to 
establish a Diocese of Shrewsbury. The 
early 20th century was an era of Dioc-
esan creation. Already two new Dio-
ceses had contracted the area of the 
Lichfield diocese. A Diocese of Shrews-
bury would remove more parishes 
from Lichfield and, more crucially for 
the opposition, from Hereford as well. 

The Bishop of Manchester gave some 
details. Lichfield Diocese had 472 par-
ishes, 455 clergy and a population of 
1.25m. Were the proposal to be 
passed there would be 331 benefices 
and a population of 1.2m. Explaining 
the reasoning for a new Diocese he 
emphasized that the distance Shrop-
shire was from Lichfield prevented 
people from taking part in Diocesan 
affairs; Shropshire was an excrescence 
and Lichfield would be much better as 
a county Diocese for Staffordshire. The 
workload for the Bishop of Lichfield 
would be lessened. It was already high 
looking after two large industrial are-
as, Stoke in the north and the Black 
Country in the south. He omitted to 
say that Coventry and Birmingham had 

(Continued on page 23) 
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ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

A & J CATTERY 

Open all year round  |  Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606  We are only 5 minutes from West Felton 
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Spring is Sprung! 
In March we hailed Montgomery’s long
-serving former Town Crier Sue Blower 
as our guest speaker. As this was an 
‘open’ meeting, a number of visitors 
from other local WIs joined us to be 
regaled by her stories; “a brilliant 
speaker, so entertaining with her won-
derful reminiscing and photos to illus-
trate her stories. What a talented wom-
an!” as one put it in thanking us for the 
evening. (We were also commended on 
our “delicious refreshments” J) 

Other activities pre- and post- the for-
warding of the clocks have included 
going to the Attfield to be entertained 
by the theatre group’s rendition of 
‘Private Lives’; doing our bit with a litter
-pick around the village and trekking to 
Much Wenlock for County’s Spring 
Ramble. Setting off from Priory Hall 
near the Abbey we took in the sights 
such as the recreation fields for Dr Wil-
liam Penny Brookes’ Wenlock Olympian 
Games and Much Wenlock Windmill 
(good place for a picnic apparently). 
Plenty of sounds too such as the cheer-
ful chirping of the chiffchaff and the 
fluting song of the blackcap. Spring 
flowers abounded in the woods and 
meadows: native bluebells, wild garlic, 
garlic mustard (or ‘Jack by the hedge’) 
and celandine to name a few. Thanks to 
Much Wenlock WI for hosting members 

from across the county and for provid-
ing a very welcome post-walk lunch of 
homemade soups and cakes. 

Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House, the largest 
dolls’ house in the world, was the sub-
ject of April’s monthly meeting. It start-
ed being built in 1921 – just like West 
Felton WI! The architect Sir Edwin Lu-
tyens aimed to create a perfect, 1:12 
scale "miniature palace" which would 
serve as an enduring record of the skills 
of the finest British manufacturers, 
artists and craftspeople of the early 
twentieth century. It even has a tiny 
working cabinet gramophone as well as 
lifts and electric lights! And it deliber-
ately doesn’t contain any dolls! Our 
guest Mrs Annie Moody brought along 
replicas of two of the 600 miniature 
books from the library, one being a sto-
ry by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The li-
brary apparently includes miniature 
gardening books, atlases, stamp albums 
and even accurate train timetables. 
Hopefully we can organise a trip some-
time to see this splendid work of art in 
situ in Windsor Castle. 

In the coming weeks we look forward 
to a visit to Whitchurch for our outdoor 
meeting at ‘Nature’s Safe’, the wildlife 
conservation charity aiming to preserve 
species through its cryo-biobank. In 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Now serving ...  
SUNDAY LUNCH  

between 12 and 3pm.  
Booking is advised.  
For reservations call  07543 040618  

Sally, Paul  

and Mark  

welcome you!  

The Punch Bowl Inn  

Make Your Celebrat ion  
Truly Unforgettable  

 

Give your guests an elegant and 
relaxing place to stay at  

Tedsmore Cottages   
where comfort meets countryside luxury. 

Beautifully styled cottages set in peaceful surroundings 

Perfect for weddings, birthdays, special occasions, 

or a memorable family weekend escape. 

Book now: 01691 880751 

Exclusive 20% local community discount  

 

23 

 

already been cleaved off earlier in the 
century. His speech contained not pas-
sion but management speak. 

Lord Forester’s speech opposing the 
motion was from the heart. The For-
ester family came from Willey Hall 
near Broseley in Shropshire. In an im-
passioned speech he said that the Her-
eford Diocese had traditionally been 
bounded by the Rivers Severn in the 
North and the Wye to the West for 
over 1000 years. The Diocese should 
not be ruthlessly broken up to relieve 
Lichfield by injuring other parts of the 
church. The idea of Hereford giving up 
South Shropshire had first been moot-
ed in 1888 when Hereford Diocese 
was seeking to expand into Wales. It 
should be strongly resisted. 

The Bishop of Durham, an erstwhile 
Bishop of Hereford, suggested that 
Shropshire should have a suffragan. 
Financially only 60% of parish share 
was being paid and a new Diocese 
would struggle. He bewailed the intel-
lectual poverty among the clergy, the 
difficulty in recruiting clergy (plus ça 
change), and the changing attitude of 
people to the church.  

The Bishop of Lichfield believed that 
Lichfield Diocese was too large, 
though hastily implying that he wasn’t 
trying to have less work to do. He be-
lieved that the financial position of the 
Diocese would be relieved by remov-
ing Shropshire which rather implied 
that such a move might burden Here-

ford. He was in favour of the measure. 

Lord Somers, later to become Gover-
nor General of Victoria and Chief 
scout, who lived near Ledbury stated 
that the laity in Herefordshire were 
overwhelmingly against the measure. 

The Bishop of Norwich was dead 
against the measure. He believed that 
the vigour of the church came from 
devoted clergymen and not from the 
multiplication of church officers and 
committees. In proper Dioceses, Bish-
ops could be Bishops; in smaller Dio-
ceses they ended up doing the work of 
Archdeacons and Rural Deans them-
selves. 

At the division 121 members of the 
House of Lords voted. Sixty were in 
favour including 8 Bishops and 61 
were against including two bishops. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury failed by 
one vote. 

Many points from the speeches paral-
lel themes for today. The state and 
numbers of the clergy, the attitude of 
the people to the church, the im-
portance of clergy on the ground as 
opposed to officers and committees 
and the shortfall in parish share are all 
matters that worry the church today. 
Lichfield diocese now has a population 
of 2.14million, with 424 parishes, but 
only 245 full time clergy posts of 
which only about 70% are filled – and 
the parish share for the Diocese still 
shows a shortfall.● 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Headteacher’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting Spring 2026 
A s p i r a t i o n  :  D i g n i t y  :  K i n d n e s s  :   C o m m u n i t y  

West Felton CofE Primary School 2025/26 

School Road, West Felton, 01691 610388, Helen.Hughes@wef.mmat.co.uk  

Thank you very much, as always, for the opportunity to report to the  Par-
ish Council; one of our core values is Community 

and it is something we hold in the highest regard. 

We are exceptionally fortunate to be part of such a beautiful rural parish. 

Our school day runs from 8:55am – 3:30pm. We also provide ‘wraparound care’ 
which is a childcare facility before and after school, enabling parents to work 
whilst our children are well catered for. Breakfast and After Club from 7:50am – 
6:00pm Monday to Friday for Reception to Y6, with Nursery offered provision 
every morning and every Thursday and Friday. 18 children regularly attend each 
morning and 20 each evening. 

We employ 38 members of staff, both part and full time, 72% of whom live in the 
Parish. We currently have 163 children on roll, 80% of whom live in the Parish. 
Catkins Acorn Oak Beech Willow Sycamore 

 
Highlights this year…  

Our educational standards 

We are delighted to report another strong set of outcomes at West Felton CE 
Primary School in 2024/25, with results that compare very favourably to national 
averages. 

An impressive 71% of pupils achieved the combined standard in Reading, Writing 
and Mathematics, well above the national figure of 62%. In Reading, 100% of 
pupils met the expected standard (75% nationally), while 79% achieved the ex-
pected standard in Writing (72% nationally). Mathematics outcomes were equal-
ly strong, with 93% reaching the expected standard compared to 74% nationally, 
and 93% achieving the expected standard in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar, 
significantly above the 73% national average. Our pupils’ average scaled score in 
Reading was 108 (national 106), and in Mathematics 105, in line with the nation-
al figure. 

(Continued on page 25) 

Catkins Acorn Oak Beech Willow Sycamore 

Nursery Reception Y1 & Y2 Y2 & Y3 Y4 & Y5 Y5 & Y6 

32 19 26 27 27 32 
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Welcome! 
Raffle, Sales tables 
for cakes, produce, 
marmalade, greeting 

cards, and craft 
items. 

 

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE 

MORNING  
 

Come and meet 
the neighbours. 

 

10-12noon  

In the village hall.  
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits. 

Bacon baps £1 extra.  
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 
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In addition, 42% of pupils achieved greater depth in Reading and 14% in Mathe-
matics. 

We also received a letter from the secretary of state for education:  

“Congratulations to you and your team on the excellent outcomes the 
disadvantaged pupils at West Felton Church of England Primary School 
and Nursery achieved at the end of the 2024/25 academic year. Your 
school’s performance places it among the very best nationally, and this 
is a significant achievement.” 

Bridget Phillipson, Secretary of State for Education, January 2026 

These outcomes reflect the hard work of our pupils, the dedication of our staff, 
and the continued support of parents and the wider community, and we are ex-
tremely proud of this year’s achievements. 

The Marches Academy Trust 

This year West Felton CE Primary School formally joined The Marches Academy 
Trust, marking an important step in the school’s continued development. Since 
joining the Trust, staff have benefited from significantly enhanced professional 
development opportunities, including training focused on EYFS excellence, 
attendance, the science of reading, and Teach Like a Champion. This high-quality 
professional learning is already strengthening classroom practice and leadership 
capacity across the school. 

Our pupils are likewise benefitting from wider opportunities, including collabora-
tive sporting events, enrichment activities, and an upcoming Dragon’s Den–style 
enterprise event in Oswestry, enabling them to learn alongside peers from across 
the Trust. 

While the transition has not been without its challenges — with onboarding pro-
cesses, system changes, and increased demands on the Senior Leadership Team 
requiring considerable time and commitment — the long-term benefits are clear. 
We are confident that membership of the Trust places the school in a strong po-
sition for continued improvement and expanded opportunities for both staff and 
pupils, whilst maintaining strong links with our feeder secondary school, The Cor-
bet. 

Community 

Community engagement continues to be a central strength of West Felton CE 
Primary School, reflecting our commitment to being at the heart of village life. 
This year, pupils proudly represented the school with two vibrant floats in the 
wonderful West Felton Carnival, alongside a confident performance on the main 
stage. Our traditional Harvest Festival at St Michael's Church, West Felton was 

(Continued from page 24) 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 

 

31 

 

West Felton School and Nursery : What is going on in Early Years?  
This term our youngest children are busy learning all about the world around 
them.  We have been learning about life cycles and are carefully watching the 
transformation of caterpillars into butterflies.   We have also been busy develop-
ing our garden area for the butterflies and other insects to then live in.   
 

We have also been learning lots about our wider local environment.  In late 
June/ early July our Reception children (4+5yr olds) will be out around the vil-
lage carrying out litter picks to help make our village an even nicer place to live.   
Please do give us a wave if you see us out and about.  Meanwhile our nursery 
children (2+3 year olds) will be carrying out litter picks in the school grounds.  

We are busy allocating nursery places for children wishing to join us in 
September 2026 and beyond.  Places are filling up quickly.  So please 
do get in touch if you would like to look around or book a space for 
your child.    

Contact:  sue.miller@wef.mmat.co.uk   

OFSTED ‘Good’ July 2022 
SIAMs ‘Outstanding’ 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 
 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    
 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

 
 
 
 
 

Insurance 
Approved 

----- 

Police  
recognized 

Based in 
Whitchurch 
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further enhanced by a harvest-themed art competition generously sponsored by 
the church, deepening links between school and parish. We were honoured to 
participate in the Village Remembrance Concert, where our choir performed to a 
packed audience, and to attend the village war memorial on Remembrance Day, 
where a Year 6 pupil delivered a moving reading of Flanders Fields. The festive 
season saw strong community support at the village Christmas Concert, as well 
as the privilege of hosting the village Christingle Service in school. 

Most recently, pupils returned from an awe-inspiring Faith Tour to Derby, 
strengthening their inter-faith knowledge and understanding, again with the val-
ued sponsorship of St Michael’s Church. We are also extremely grateful to the 
Parish Council for supporting our Summer Reading Picnic initiative, which un-
doubtedly contributed to our outstanding Reading outcomes this year. These 
shared events and partnerships not only enrich pupils’ experiences but foster a 
strong sense of belonging, service and mutual support within our community — 
something we deeply value and are proud to sustain. 

We are thrilled to celebrate the incredible contributions of our newly-formed 
Friends Association this year. Their brilliant events—from the Quiz Night and 
Spooky Disco to the Easter Trail and festive visit from Father Christmas—have 
brought joy, laughter, and fun to our pupils and families, while raising much-
needed funds to benefit every child. Beyond the fundraising, their efforts to re-
decorate the hall and support school activities have strengthened our sense of 
community, helping families connect and making West Felton an even more wel-
coming, vibrant, and inspiring place to learn. 

It is my 22nd year at West Felton CofE Primary School & Nursery and I am contin-
ually inspired by the generosity, enthusiasm, and commitment of our communi-
ty. Your support not only enriches the experiences of our pupils but also helps 
make our school a truly welcoming and thriving place where every child can 
flourish. I am deeply grateful to everyone who plays a part in making this such a 
special year for our children. 

Yours sincerely, Helen Hughes 

(Continued from page 25) 

RUYTON AMATEUR THEATRICAL SOCIETY 
presents 

AGATHA CRUSTY and the VILLAGE HALL MURDERS  

A comedy murder mystery by Derek Webb 

4th - 6th June 2026 at 7:30pm 

Ruyton XI Towns Village Hall 

Licensed bar available TICKETS £10 

call 07852 808069 or @RATSPanto 
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CASH 
ONLY 

PLEASE 

July 4th:     10.30 - 4pm 
Local garden open to raise money 

for Cancer Research UK. 
Half acre garden including Perennial borders, wildlife 

pond, vegetable and fruit, orchard and chickens. 
 Tea/Coffee/Cakes stall 
 Repurposed cards and craft sale 
 Plant sale. 
 Disabled friendly 
 Sorry, No Dogs (assistance only) 
 Admission £4 
 Some parking available, additional parking a few 

minutes walk away. 

Rivacres, Grimpo, SY11 4HG 
Any enquiries : caroline_chenery@ hotmail.co.uk 


