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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:    Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     
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JULY 2024 Year 31 

www.west fe l tonmagaz ine . co .uk  

Email:  wfcarnival@gmail.com   Phone Jenny: 07852 211099 

Facebook:  West Felton Carnival  
 

SUNDAY 14TH JULY 2024 
 

12:30pm Road closed - tell your friends to get here 
   before that. 
1pm   Parade floats and walkers leave from     
   The Punch Bowl. 
1:15pm  Gates open to the field. 
1:30pm  Parade arrives at the playing field   
   (opposite the Methodist Chapel). 
   £2 admission.  Free for children. 

1 4 t h  Ju ly  20 24  

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:wfcarnival@gmail.com
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  49 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime WEDNESDAY at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the 
month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

4 July GENERAL ELECTION - Voting in Village Hall   

5 July 3:15 WEST FELTON SCHOOL FARMER’S MARKET  15 

9 July 7:30 PARISH COUCIL MEETING New School Halll  

11 July 10-12 noon COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall 11 

14 July WEST FELTON CARNIVAL24  12 

12 Oct VILLAGE HALL ARTS & CRAFTS - BOOK YOUR STALL NOW  
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th JULY 2024 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

 

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  
 

All Welcome,  
Tea, Coffee & 
Biscuits served 
after service 
 

All enquiries to 
Andrew Kenyon 
07968 257452 
 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

St Chad’s, Haughton 
9:30am on the second  

Sunday of each month. 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
 

or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 

Sun 7 July 
Sun 4 August 
Sun 1 Sept 
Sun 6 Oct 
Sun 19 Oct (Harvest Festival) 
Sun 3 Nov 
Sun 10 Nov (Remembrance Sunday) 
Sun 1 Dec 
Wed 18 Dec (Carol Service 7pm) 
Wed 25 Dec (Christmas Day) 
Sun 5 Jan 2025 (Plough Sunday) 
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Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

 

Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com   Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 

Chairman   Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 

Vice-Chairman  Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07955 232 199 

Cllr David CURTIS  01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &  

SALC Area Comm)  

Cllr Kerry GROVE   01691 611 776  

Cllr Marian HESKETH  01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 

Cllr Chris JONES   01691 610 354 

Cllr Pat MABE   01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr Ed NICHOLAS  01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 

Cllr David WALKER  01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
2024-25 

9 July 2024 
(no meeting in August) 
10 September 2024 
8 October 2024 
12 November 2024 

 
10 December 2024 
14 January 2025 
11 February 2025 
11 March 2025 
8 April 2025 
13 May 2025 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
At the May meeting of your Parish Council John Thornhill was elected as 
Chair and Ozcan Ozagir as Vice Chair.  The following Councillors were ap-
pointed as representatives to these organisations : West Felton CE Primary 
School (Cllr Curtis), SALC Oswestry Area Committee (Cllrs Curtis and Mabe), 
West Felton Village Hall (Cllr Hesketh), ABP Liaison Committee (Cllr Nicholas), 
Helicopter Noise Liaison Group (Cllr Walker).  

Councillors discussed Shropshire Council’s Local Plan now out for further con-

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  

Could your business benefit from 
appearing here? 

New Advertisers welcome. 
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sultation.  It focusses on additional material prepared in response to the Plan-
ning Inspector’s interim findings about housing.  It was agreed to submit indi-
vidual rather than a formal Parish Council response. 

Your Parish Council is considering creating a Neighbourhood Plan for West 
Felton.  There are significant benefits in such a development and David Ward 
a former inspector of such plans set these out in a detailed presentation spe-
cific to our parish.  This presentation can be seen on our website at https://
www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/  

The Council was addressed by a resident who introduced himself as the 
founder and manager of the newly reformed West Felton Football Club.  He 
reported that as a long term plan the club is hoping to obtain a full-size pitch 
back in the village as they are currently using the Corbet School pitch.  A play-
er from the football club explained the importance of having one in the vil-
lage and the big loss for him and his friends when the previous pitch was re-
moved.  The Council was supportive of the idea of bringing the local football 
team back into the village with its own pitch and agreed to collaborate with 
the club to achieve this.  The representatives were asked to send further de-
tails to the Clerk, so that the matter could be considered at a future meeting.  

At the Parish meeting in April two issues of concern were raised.  The first 
was in relation to speeding on some roads in the village.  Your Council had 
already agreed a proposed Traffic Calming plan, a copy which can be found 
on our website with maps of proposed sites for speed indicator signs.  Using 
this plan, we secured some funding for the project from the Police Commis-
sioner and have made other applications for funding.  We have sought sup-
port from Shropshire Council to establish suitable sites for speed activated 
cameras.  However, despite numerous requests they have yet to arrange a 
site visit.        

Another way of moderating unnecessary speeding would be to introduce a 
Community Speed Watch programme (CSW).  This is a community driven 
road safety initiative, coordinated by West Mercia Police but managed and 
run by volunteers in the local parish.  It involves trained volunteers from the 
community monitoring the speeds of vehicles with approved, hand-held 
speed measurement devices.  Where vehicle speeds are found to be inappro-
priate, a letter is sent to the registered keeper by the police with the aim of 
encouraging them to reduce their speed when driving in the future. 

(Continued from page 5) Parish Council 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PC 21312 Bryant,   
Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Oswestry Police Station. 
Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
Tel: 07773053015 or 101.  
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John & Eileen Hanmer 
01691 610629 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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A CSW scheme is initiated when ‘speeding traffic’ has been identified as a 
community road safety concern by a parish council or safer neighbourhood 
team. To operate such a scheme in West Felton we would need at least six 
volunteers from the parish to participate in such a scheme plus one member 
to co-ordinate it.  If you feel you could be involved with this programme then 
please contact the Parish Clerk at westfeltonpc@googlemail.com. 

The second issue raised was the matter of dog fouling around the village.  Shrop-
shire Council has introduced the Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) to help 
tackle dog fouling and nuisance which came into force on Saturday 1 June 2024.  
It includes the power to allow police and dog wardens to issue fixed penalty no-
tices of £100 – or £50 if paid within 10 days – to owners who allow their animal 
to foul pavements and public amenity spaces without clearing up afterwards.  
Your Council is looking into the need for a new bin at Fox Lane bus shelter.  You 
can read more about the order on the Parish Council Website. (See also P33) 

It is proposed, by the developer of the adjacent housing estate, to install a drain-
age scheme on the playing field with the aim of alleviating flooding on Ralph’s 
Drive.  The Council resolved to inform the developer’s agent that it has no objec-
tion to work being conducted on the playing field.  However, it does not support 
the proposed scheme as it believes that it will not alleviate the problem in view 
of concerns raised previously. 

There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council.  Applications will be 
considered at the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 9 July 2024.  If you would 
like to apply then please complete the application form which can be found on 
our website and return it to the Parish Clerk by Monday 1 July 2024.  Applica-
tions are encouraged from a wide range of the community.  Whilst previous ex-
perience of being a councillor would be an advantage, it is not essential as train-
ing will be given.  Please contact the Clerk (details on the application form) if you 
have any queries about the application or what is involved in being a parish 
councillor.  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 9th July, and you are most 
welcome to attend. If you have any comments on these or other items please 

send them to the Clerk at the email address above.    

(Continued from page 7) 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 
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Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  

 

Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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Coffee Morning:  
 

Come and meet the neighbours! 
 

Thursday, 11th July 10-12noon  
in the village hall. 

£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee, biscuits. 
 

Bacon baps £1 extra 
 

Raffle  

Sales tables for cakes,  
marmalade, produce, 
greetings cards and 
craft items. 

Welcome ! 

West Felton  
Community  

Coffee Morning 

COMMUNITY  

COFFEE  

MORNINGS 

Welcome! 

Words in the English language for which there is no rhyme ~  
 

Month, Silver, Bulb, Wolf, Walrus, Rhythm, Husband, Woman, 
Orange, and Purple. 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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 Email:  wfcarnival@gmail.com  

 Phone Jenny: 07852 211099 

 Facebook:  West Felton Carnival  
 

We can't wait for the big day Sunday 14th July 2024. 

 

There's a full programme of fun on the field -  

• Live music, dancers, donkey rides, rodeo sheep 

• fairground rides, inflatable assault course and much 
more. 

• Local business providing craft stalls, tombola, bottle 
stall and games.  

• Tea, cakes and Ice Cream. 

• Bar, hot and cold food including pizza, chips, burgers 
and hot dogs, provided by PIZZA BOX and THE PUNCH 
BOWL INN.  

• Carnival Grand Draw with a 1st prize of £100. 

£2 admission.  Free for children. 

1 4 t h  Ju ly  20 24  

From Joanne  

and the 

Carnival 

Committee 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
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Noah Bancroft is our 2024 Carnival King and 
Holly Dyke our Carnival Queen. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the day! 

We welcome any help on the day!   

We're setting up the field in the morning, and clearing down 
afterwards, so please come along before, or stick around 
afterwards if you can lend a hand.   

The Carnival Committee would like to give a special shout out 
and a big thank you to our generous Sponsors and Donors. 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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Rector’s Ramblings       

Rev Suzan Williams 

This last week I have been starkly reminded of the preciousness of life and 
fragile in many ways it is. Often we take things including people for granted, 
well I know I do and as I spoke to someone with the wonders of technology 
on a zoom call from France reminisced that their mum had always told them 
‘life is never fair and no one said it would be’ and yet somehow we expect 
the opposite and almost buy into the understanding that if we live a good life 
then nothing bad will ever happen to us. 

In reality we know that isn’t the case at all and bad things happen to good 
people all the time. And from a faith perspective I am drawn to Jesus words 
in Matthew 11 where he says ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest.’ 

Those words are a great comfort a bit like a port in a storm for a ship or a 
hammock between two palm trees on a beach. A place of respite and peace, 
comfort and grace. Which I think we all need during certain times and sea-
sons of our lives. 

Just a few weeks ago my husband Darren and I had the pleasure of going to 
Ruthin Castle in Denbyshire and it was a beautiful pit stop in the midst of 
what had been a really difficult week. It provided space for us just to be and 
to enjoy the beauty of the surroundings. The quirkiness of the hotel and a 
few hours in the spa. 

My advice to you in this season would be to make the most of those pit 
stops, whether it be a coffee and a catch with a friend. An unplanned trip out 
with family or just an 
opportunity to sit in 
the garden and enjoy 
the beauty of creation 
around you. Because I 
find it’s those times 
that restore, replen-
ish and feed my soul!  

Every blessing, 

Suzan 
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Annual property review 
2024 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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An asset to the village  
Our village hall continues to be put to good use - in the main hall with        
Pilates, Tai Chi and Flexors. 

During the evenings we have Badminton, Table Tennis, Argentine dance   
and Ballroom & Latin dance.  

The rear room accommodates smaller groups needing less space to meet.  

At weekends the hall makes a lovely venue for parties and celebrations,      
so please keep this in mind.  

Our hall is run on a self-funded basis by a group of volunteers. 

Should anybody be interested in joining our friendly committee 

please make contact with Ian on 07740 485925.  

As always, the committee thanks all who use and support the village hall. 
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Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, 
a leading landscaping company 

with a reputation for creating truly magnificent and unique gardens 
throughout Shropshire. As true landscaping specialists, we take 
pride in what we do, and work closely with our clients to develop 
inspired concepts, creating exciting, practical garden design. 
Our philosophy is simple: reliability, combined with a professional 
service & value for money.  

 
"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. 
Design is how it works.”  
 
With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ 
we set out the inclusive price. 
 
Quotations are free of charge 
and made at a time to suit you . 
 
 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  

• Patios & all aspects of 
paving  

• Fencing and trellises  

• Driveways and paths  

• Garden walls, brickwork,      
rendering 

• Turf laying and artificial grass  

• Decking 

• Indian stone 

• Natural stone paving  

E:shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 
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Derelict for many years, the big challenge was to identify a future for the site 
that protected and conserved the historic buildings while providing it with a 
viable and sustainable economic future. 

Historic England bought the freehold for the Flaxmill Maltings in 2005 and 
later partnered with Shropshire Council and the Friends of the Flaxmill 
Maltings to save these extraordinary buildings and bring them back to 
life. Under Historic England’s ownership, the site is evolving into a new work-
space and a place for communities from near and far to celebrate and explore 
the past. 

Visit https://www.shrewsburyflaxmillmaltings.org.uk/whats-on/        
to find out what’s on. 

From Fri 19 Jul 2024 to Sun 21 Jul 2024, the Flaxmill Maltings are featuring 
FLAXMILL CREATES FESTIVAL, three days of live music, performances, street 
food, beer, children’s activities and much more! Sonic Boom will headline the 
Friday night while Jason Allen is the Saturday night headliner. Sunday night is 
being headlined by Dan Owen. Tickets are free and can be claimed from 

 https://www.tickettailor.com/events/ukacproductions 
Visit UKAC website to keep to date with details and programme. 

If you would prefer to visit at a quieter time, we run relaxed sessions on the 
first Saturday of each month from 3pm to 4pm. 

These are for anyone who would appreciate a calmer visit, including visitors 
living with autism, dementia and learning difficulties and/or sensory needs, 
and their families, friends, companions or carers. 

The Mill exhibition capacity is reduced to allow for a calmer environment, au-
dio is lowered and our team is able to provide a more informal and responsive 
service to support you as well as possible.   

Entry is free for companions and carers.   Sat 6 Jul 2024 - 3.00pm - 4.00pm  
       Sat 3 Aug 2024 - 3.00pm - 4.00pm  

PARK AND RIDE: You can use the Harlescott park and ride service to get 
dropped off beside, and collected from the Flaxmill Maltings. £2 return. 

  

VOLUNTEERS WANTED: The Flaxmill is looking for volunteers of all ages and 
backgrounds to help deliver a diverse range of activities to the community 
and visitors. Not only will you be joining a lovely and supporting team, but 
you will have opportunities to build your CV or offer your valuable skills and 
experience to our service.  

(Continued from page 40) 
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Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings, Spring Gardens, Shrewsbury, SY1 2SZ  

Shrewsbury’s Flaxmill Maltings 
RIBA West Midlands Building of the Year 

Shrewsbury’s Flaxmill Maltings has been declared the Royal   
Institute of British Architects (RIBA) ‘West Midlands Building of 

the year’ and will now be considered for a highly coveted 
RIBA National Award, to be announced in July. 

Situated just outside Shrewsbury town centre, the internationally important 
Flaxmill Maltings site reflects a time when Shropshire led the way in engi-
neering. The site is home to eight special buildings each with a unique story 
to tell.  

The Main Mill at Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings is the first iron-framed build-
ing in the world. The pioneering frame is what makes this an internationally 
important industrial heritage site. Known as ‘the grandparent of skyscrapers’, 
the Main Mill opened in 1797 as a purpose-built flax mill. Since then, the site 
has grown and been repurposed and adapted many times. It was a maltings 
from 1897 to 1987, but also served as a temporary army barracks during the 
Second World War. After the maltings closed in 1987, the future of the site 
and its important buildings became increasingly uncertain. 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Our biennial Farmer’s Market is fast approaching.  

Sycamore Class (aged 9 –11)  take charge of organising and 
hosting this event. We visit Oswestry Artisan market; talk to 
stall holders, taste produce and take advice. 

The children write letters and emails inviting a range of busi-
nesses and then send out the relevant information to those 
able to attend.  

West Felton Farmer’s Market 
Friday 5th July 2024 

Starts @ 3:15pm  
on the school playground! 

We have a range of exciting stalls in attendance this year, from deli-
cious sweet treats to organic farm food products—there is something 
for the whole family. Please join us to enjoy this fabulous community 
event, supporting our local children and businesses all in one go! 
 

Here are just some of our confirmed stall 
holders for 2024: 

Sycamore’s 
BBQ Sauce 

As well as Sarah’s Sewing, Peter Eccleston’s 
Woodcraft, Gifts and Fragrances Galore and 

Mair’s Crafts. 

Come along to our community event, 
you won’t want to miss it! 
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AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

TAYLOR  

MA ID  
DO YOU REQUIRE 
A RELIABLE, HONEST  
PERSON TO HELP  
WITH: 
■  General  housework  
■  Cleaning  
■  Gardening  
■  Dog walking  
■  Trips  to  shops or  doctors  
 

CRB checked. 

Three references available. 

01 691 610 782 
07 484 140 470  
£11 per hour 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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fellows. 

Christ himself, according to Matthew, 
apparently issues two conflicting 
messages on individual wealth. Thus: 
“For whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given, and he shall have more abun-
dance: but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that he 
hath” appears to conflict with “Verily 
I say unto you, that a rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And again I say unto you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God.”. That 
is to say wealth is no sin, but what 
you do with it is important. It is not 
up the secular authorities to do the 
Christian duty for you; rather it is up 
to you personally. It is your choice 
and charity should come of your own 
free will. 

Another tenet of ‘faithful Christianity’ 
must of course be faith and this is 
much more difficult. Some years ago I 
posed the question in this series of 
articles ‘Why go to church’. A profes-
sor of philosophy pronounced that 

people come to church and have no 
clue why. They sing a few songs, lis-
ten to a sermon, and go back to their 
lives without any change. A vicar’s 
wife asked her husband what a cul-
tural Christian was. Someone who 
likes hymns and churches, wants to 
be respectable and comfortable re-
plied the husband.  Lately corre-
spondence in a national newspaper 
has embraced the subject. Even 
someone as wise as the Astronomer 
Royal has vouchsafed that he likes 
going to church for all these reasons, 
but has never found God in Heaven. 
Yet, it is these people who like singing 
hymns, embrace the liturgy, enjoy the 
fellowship and the surroundings, who 
provide the funds for the parish 
priest. And this is where faith comes 
in.  Supported and funded by a con-
gregation drawn to church, be it 
evangelical or traditional, by the rich 
and varied tapestry of song and word, 
the priest is able to promote the faith 
amongst the laity of the parish by the 
example of service set by Christ him-
self. 

INVENTORS WHO WERE KILLED BY THEIR OWN INVENTIONS 

1. William Nelson 

A lot of inventors have tried to make bicycles, cars, or trains faster, with disas-
trous results. Not much is known about William Nelson, who in 1903 was a 24-
year-old employee at General Electric in Schenectady, New York.  

He worked on inventing a motorized bicycle, and took it for a test run on a hill 
opposite his father-in-law’s house in the village of Mapletown. He fell off the ma-
chine and was killed instantly. The New York Times noted, “Nelson was regarded 
as an inventor of much promise.” 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 

At the May meeting Gillian welcomed 

the members and a visitor, Pat Bird. 

For the new membership year, WFWI has 48 members.  

Arrangements were made for all the regular monthly events, including lunch 
outing, evening meal, book club, and a litter-pick around the village. 

The School Farmers’ market on the 5th of July will feature a WFWI stall sell-
ing cookies and craft items and, of course, the busiest day of the year falls on 
14th July - Carnival Day. Plans for the WI float are well in hand and volunteers 
were organised for the Carnival Tea tent as well as donations of cakes to sell.  

The coach for the outing to Stratford was nearly full, with perhaps one seat 
remaining. (PS. The sun shone brightly and everyone thoroughly enjoyed a 
great day out in this historic town … and their cruise along the river.) 

Eileen confirmed the arrangements for the June outing; a tour, a talk and a 
train ride from the Cambrian Railway Centre. Tea and cake is included and 
will be served in one of the carriages at Weston Warf. Car lifts also arranged. 
Should be an interesting excursion! 

The Guest Speaker for the evening was Paul Rushworth BEM, stage name 
Paul Ray. Paul is a comedy magician, singer and entertainer, he comes from a 
family of magicians and he told about his life in the world of entertainment 
on board cruise liners. He had lots of stories to tell about the celebrities he 
met over the years – Mohammed Ali being very memorable and about his 
friendships with Paul Daniels and Ken Dodd.  

The other family business was antiques and furniture making – as a young 
man he worked in the antiques shop here West Felton, before opening up 
Rushworth's furniture store in Shrewsbury. He has supported charities 
throughout his life, organising numerous variety performances to raise mon-
ey. In recognition of this, he was recently awarded the British Empire Medal 
(BEM) for services to charity. And of course, Paul finished the evening with a 
magic trick or two.  

The June meeting is traditionally an outdoor event as described above, so the 
next WI meeting in the village hall will be on the 11th July when the Guest 
Speaker will be Tullis Matson from Nature’s SAFE - Saving Animals From Ex-
tinction. Nature’s SAFE is a charity safeguarding the future of our natural 
world by preserving live cells of animals at risk of extinction. 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Trusted & experienced 
Property specialists since 1981 

• Residential Sales & Lettings 

• Farm and Land Sales 

• Planning & Architectural Services 

• Land Promotion & Option advice 

• House Surveys 
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CULTURAL CHRISTIANITY 
FAITHFUL CHRISTIANITY 

In 313AD,  Constantine legalised 
Christianity throughout the Roman 
empire. This action laid the founda-
tion for the Edict of Thessalonica in 
which the Emperor Theodosius made 
Christianity the official religion of all 
the lands overseen by Rome. Such 
events extended the influence and 
power of Christianity over most of the 
peoples of the western world. In 
800AD Charlemagne become the first 
Holy Roman Emperor, crowned by 
the Pope. Although the Holy Roman 
Empire was famously described by 
Voltaire as neither Holy, nor Roman 
nor an empire, it did provide a way of 
life based on Christian principles. Out 
of these grew a legal system, a cul-
ture and religious influence. Some 
practices, such as burning at the 
stake, were not altogether what 
Christ might have espoused and He 
would not have applauded interne-
cine warfare. Nevertheless over the 
centuries a western culture based on 
Christian values gradually emerged.  

For many years Christianity meant 
both the following of the culture and 
the worshipping of God. The two 
were inseparable. From the earliest 
times however, the cultural attributes 
of Christianity were more appealing 
to some than the spiritual aspects. 
Such a Christian is called a cultural 
Christian, of which Richard Dawkins is 
a leading light. Probably from the be-

ginning Christianity began to separate 
into the secular and the spiritual. 
Usually the church has tried to associ-
ate the two. Thus religious orders 
were among the first organisations to 
establish hospitals, St Bartholomew’s 
and St Thomas’ in London being ex-
amples. Monks and nuns helped to 
staff them and introduced medicines 
such as Sea Holly (used as an aphro-
disiac, and for the treatment of cysti-
tis). Education was much encouraged 
by the church and schools founded, 
no doubt with a heavy input of reli-
gion. Welfare was in the hands of the 
church until relatively recent times, 
although many parishes had an elabo-
rate ‘poor law’  system. Come the 
19th and 20th Centuries these bene-
fits were gradually taken over by the 
state. The education acts of the 1870s 
introduced state funding of schools, 
although the local clergy still have a 
rôle as school governors. The Nation-
al Health Service took over hospitals 
whilst the welfare state adopted most 
of the responsibility for looking after 
those in need of help. All these ser-
vices require funding. Christianity be-
lieves that all these principles are val-
uable. Cultural Christians believe that 
the intervention of a God is irrelevant 
and that these services should fall on 
the state. What might be called faith-
ful Christianity differs by believing 
that faith is important and this has a 
bearing on personal charity and the 
attitude towards one’s 

(Continued on page 39) 
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     Artists,   Crafters,  
                         Makers,   Bakers  

 

Start your preparations NOW for the great 
 
 

Saturday 12th October 
West Felton Village Hall 

To book your  table  
please ca l l   0 1 6 9 1  6 1 0 6 6 5    

email: christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com 

 

“I have come to the 
conclusion that 
buying craft supplies 
and actually using 
them are two 
separate hobbies.” 

 
“Crafting comes before 
housework in the  
dictionary-AS IT SHOULD!!” 

You know that feeling 
when all your craft 

projects are 
complete and the 
room is clean and 

tidy again?? 
 

Me neither. 
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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consented. 

8. A person or persons in charge of a dog must keep a dog on a lead no 
longer than (1metre in length) on a Highway. 

9. Exemptions – blind persons, disabled persons with assistance dog, 
working dogs while working. 

10. Failure without reasonable excuse to comply with the prohibitions or 
requirements is an offence under Section 67 Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime 
and Policing Act 2014. A person guilty of an offence is liable upon convic-
tion in a Magistrates Court to a fine not exceeding £1000.00 or a fixed 
penalty notice not exceeding £100.00. 

 11. Being unaware of the defecation of the dog or not having the 
means to remove the faeces shall not be a reasonable excuse for failing 
to remove the faeces. 

(Continued from page 33) 

Looking for a foodie experience? Have you been to Oswestry’s Food and Drink 
Festival? For two days in July the streets and market square are filled with every 

type of street food and local food producers. It’s friendly, fun and free. 
You can even take a heritage train from the old station 

down to our local brewery and distillery! 
Oswestry Food and Drink Festival 6th and 7th July 2024 

Days out in Oswestry and the Borderlands are a bit different, 
Oswestry Hot Air Balloon Carnival    17th and 18th August 

In August experience the thrill of seeing hot air balloons taking off in Cae Glas 
park, in the centre of Oswestry town. 
Whenever you visit, be sure to take some time to enjoy borderland flavours. The 
town market hosts a monthly artisan’s market, there is a local vineyard, a brew-
ery and two award winning local distilleries! 

Go to VISIT OSWESTRY to find out more about  Colemere Vineyard |  
Stonehouse Brewery | Henstone Distillery 

https://www.visitoswestry.co.uk/ 
 

https://visitoswestry.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d4aad963a3c042d35cc42687&id=a30b495f11&e=37a5b29f9b


 
34 

 

 

Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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WHO KNEW? 
According to Dr Michael Mosley  (Just 
one thing …) reading poetry is good for 
us, but reading poetry out loud is posi-
tively therapeutic! Reading a poem out 
loud has been shown to be a surprising-
ly simple way to activate your relaxa-
tion response and bring about a sense 
of calm.  
 

It’s all to do with the way it slows and 
controls your breathing rate, which in 
turn stimulates your parasympathetic 
nervous system (whatever that is?) and 
can lead to many beneficial effects. It 
can significantly enhance your emotion-
al wellbeing, reduce stress, boost feel-
ings of hope; a bit like singing at the top 
of your voice, perhaps? 
 

For those living alone, talking out loud  
might be something of a challenge but 
I’m told it’s considered good exercise 
anyway, so seems worth trying whilst 
enjoying a poem. Here’s one to start 
with… 
 

O Tell Me the Truth About Love 
W.H. Auden 

 

Some say love's a little boy, 
And some say it's a bird, 

Some say it makes the world go round, 
And some say that's absurd, 

And when I asked the man next door, 
Who looked as if he knew, 

His wife got very cross indeed, 
And said it wouldn't do. 

Does it look like a pair of pyjamas, 
Or the ham in a temperance hotel? 

Does its odour remind one of llamas, 
Or has it a comforting smell? 

Is it prickly to touch as a hedge is, 
Or soft as eiderdown fluff? 

Is it sharp or quite smooth at the edges? 

O tell me the truth about love. 
 

Our history books refer to it 
In cryptic little notes, 

It's quite a common topic on 
The Transatlantic boats; 

I've found the subject mentioned in 
Accounts of suicides, 

And even seen it scribbled on 
The backs of railway guides. 

Does it howl like a hungry Alsatian, 
Or boom like a military band? 

Could one give a first-rate imitation 
On a saw or a Steinway Grand? 
Is its singing at parties a riot? 

Does it only like Classical stuff? 
Will it stop when one wants to be quiet? 

O tell me the truth about love. 
 

I looked inside the summer-house; 
It wasn't ever there; 

I tried the Thames at Maidenhead, 
And Brighton's bracing air, 

I don't know what the blackbird sang, 
Or what the tulip said; 

But it wasn't in the chicken-run, 
Or underneath the bed. 

Can it pull extraordinary faces? 
Is it usually sick on a swing? 

Does it spend all its time at the races, 
Or fiddling with pieces of string? 

Has it views of its own about money? 
Does it think Patriotism enough? 
Are its stories vulgar but funny? 
O tell me the truth about love. 

 
When it comes, will it come without 

warning, 
Just as I'm picking my nose? 

Will it knock on my door in the 
morning, 

Or tread in the bus on my toes? 
Will it come like a change in the 

weather? 
Will its greeting be courteous or rough? 

Will it alter my life altogether? 

O tell me the truth about love. 
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your  
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 
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Dog Control 
Public Spaces 
Protection Order 2024 
 

The Order came into effect today 1 June 2024. 

Summary: 
1. The Activities to which this order relate are: 

Dog fouling and subsequent removal of dog faeces; and 

The walking of dogs in specified areas of Shropshire. 

2. Any person in charge of a dog in any public place must immediately 
clean up and remove any faeces. 

3. Any person in charge of a dog in any public place within the area of 
Shropshire must comply with any request from any authorised officer of 
Shropshire Council, a Police Officer, or Police Community Support Officer 
to clean up and/or remove any dog faeces. 

4. Public place includes any place to which the public has access, for ex-
ample a public highway/footpath, a park, a playing field. 

5. A person in charge of a dog is prohibited from allowing the dog to enter 
fenced/enclosed areas signed at the entrance(s) as `dog exclusion zone' 
or like effect. 

6. A person or persons in charge of a dog is prohibited from allowing the 
dog to enter any enclosed public children's play area, playground or sim-
ilar enclosed area. 

7. A person in charge of a dog must comply with a direction given to them 
by a Police Officer, Police Community Support Officer, or an authorised 
officer of Shropshire Council to put and keep the dog on a lead, unless: 

(a) They have reasonable excuse for failing to do so; or 

(b) The owner or other person or authority having control of the land has 

(Continued on page 35) 
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RIDGE FUELS    COAL, LOGS, GAS BOTTLES 
 

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES 

SELECTION OF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS 

SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES 

CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY 

FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

Wholesaler and Retailer 

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122  
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN 
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST 
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JOIN THE LADS IN JULY  
FOR A SUMMER SHOW! 

 

Daisy Pul ls  I t  Of f  
By Denise Deegan 
Directed by Julia Thomas 
 
Don’t miss this hilarious production. Fun for everyone, young and not 
so … 

Energetic Daisy Meredith, a girl from a poor background, is forced to 
face and overcome snobbish prejudice and schoolgirl pranks from the 
wealthier girls. She and her best friend, zany Trixie Martin, search for 
the missing treasure that could save the fortunes of the exclusive 
Grangewood School for Young Ladies. 

Performances  

July 19th, 20th & 21th (matinée) at Llanymynech Village Hall 
July 26th Kinnerley Parish Hall 
July 27th  Montford Bridge Village Hall 
 

Tickets on Ticketsource www.ticketsource.co.uk/ladstheatre 

Or call Marg Kynaston on 01691 830558 www.ladstheatre.co.uk 

____________________________________ 

2024 Winter Production Casting Sessions 
A Christmas Carol - by Charles Dickens, Adapted for the stage and di-
rected by Alison Utting.  

This will be our winter production. If you are interested in taking part, 
whether on or off stage, please drop into one of our casting sessions:  

Sunday 28th July at Hermon Arts, Oswestry 14:00 - 17:00 

Monday 29th July at Pant Memorial Hall 19:30 - 21:30 

There will be lots of acting parts, large and small, young and old. 
Musicians also needed, as well as sound, lighting, prompt, etc. 

Rehearsals will start in September. 
Performances will be 29th Nov - 1st Dec at Llanymynech Village Hall, and 
6th - 8th Dec at the Hermon Arts.  

If you would like to be involved but can't make it to the July sessions, 
please contact: alisonutting@gmail.com  www.ladstheatre.co.uk 

New members always welcome – just email us on 
ladstheatre@g.mail.com 

or call Marg Kynaston 01691 830558  for more information. 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/ladstheatre
http://www.ladstheatre.co.uk/
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An article by Ruairi Walsh Reporter in 
the Oswestry Advertizer 1 May 2024 
tells us: 

Station house in Rednal near 
Oswestry, a Grade II listed 
former railway station near 
Oswestry was recently sold at 
auction. 
The former Rednal & West Felton 
Station, which closed to passengers in 
1960 and to goods three years later, 
stands in around 1.2 acres of grounds. 

National Heritage List for England 
says the station building is listed as of 
architectural interest due to its 
“accomplished design” and for being 
“an interesting example of the Tudor 
Gothic style used for a small country 
station building” during the “heroic 
age of railway building”.  

A notable date in the station’s history 
was June 7, 1865 when it was the site 
of a rail crash which killed 12 and in-

jured 49. The driver of a heavy excur-
sion train from Birkenhead to Shrews-
bury approaching the station, failed 
to see a warning flag for track mainte-
nance, and derailed. 

In her West Felton history Ann Evans 
tells us more about the railway and 
the accident. 

REDNAL RAILWAY STATION  

The railway station was in Sutton 
township, but because there were 
several Sutton stations, it was decid-
ed to call it Rednal station.   

The very first engine passed over the 
railway between Shrewsbury and Ru-
abon on 5th August 1848, passing 
Rednal at about 5pm. 

The line was formally opened on 
12th October 1848, by the running of 
a free train starting from Shrewsbury 
at 9:30am, remaining at Chester for 
half-an-hour and returning to Shrews-
bury at 3pm. The day was observed 

(Continued on page 27) 
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with Topiarius 

May and June are when you can see the garden really start to get into its stride 
as warmer weather promotes growth. However, as regards vegetables it is actu-
ally a lean time for most of us. After the brassica frames were moved to their 
new location in the crop rotation order it meant the end of sprouting broccoli, 
cauliflower, kale, sprouts and cabbage that had fed us through the winter. Actu-
ally, there were a few cabbages left that have the ability to stand for months but 
that was all.  

The carrots and leeks were also finished and very few onions are still in store. 
However, the asparagus started to yield in April and late sown chard was still 
doing well. However, even they are now over, but July marks the start of the veg-
etable garden being really productive again, which means that most pleasurable 
job of harvesting. 

The effects of the winter storms (actually autumn, winter and spring) are still felt 
in our garden. Flooding of the river has resulted in erosion of the bank, deposits 
of slime on flooded beds, loss of plants that took offence at being under water 
for weeks, and slow recovery of grass. Even some gunnera that are supposed to 
be water loving took offence. We also had a large branch of a willow blown down 
that still needs clearing. It will be some time before the garden makes a complete 
recovery and all the damage made good. 

By July the bedding and, in our case this year, some small perennials will start to 
fill out and put on a show. We will start to see how well our plan to cut back on 
annual bedding and replace with perennials has progressed. I suspect there will 
be less progress than hoped for, not least because of winter losses resulting in a 
one forward, two back scenario. On the subject of annuals, it is always a good 
idea to have a plentiful stock of spares for filling in gaps and replacing deaths.  

On the vegetable front, cabbage and kale will be planted out at the beginning of 
the month to join the other brassica under netting, which need watching for cat-
erpillar attack. I will make a second sowing of cucumbers to replace the ones that 
will get tired and probably suffer from mildew. There will also be more lettuce for 
succession and, if you start swede in modules, that will also need planting out. 

To the sowing and planting you can add the ever with us need to hoe and weed, 
cut grass and probably water in dry weather, particularly the newly planted bed-
ding and vegetables. If you have hedges or topiary, they will probably need clip-
ping. Clearly, July is not a time for taking it easy in the garden, but it is worth try-
ing to make some time for a few visits to see other peoples’ gardens and get 

some new ideas. 
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as a public holiday. In Shrewsbury 
there was a public dinner in the Music 
Hall at 3pm, and a ball at the Lion Ho-
tel at 9 o’clock that evening.  

THE REDNAL TRAIN CRASH  

On 7th June 1865, two excursion 
trains were headed for Shrewsbury, 
one from Birkenhead and another 
from Manchester. At Chester they 
were joined together, to carry on to 
Shrewsbury as one train.   

The train was now twenty-eight car-
riages long, with two engines and 
two guards’ vans, one in the centre 
and one at the rear.  

This train was late leaving Chester 
and, being able to travel at an aver-
age speed of only twenty-seven miles 
an hour, had not made up time when 
it reached Gobowen Station where 
another four carriages were added. 

The train now consisted of thirty two 
carriages, two engines and two 
guards’ vans.  

Passing under Babbinswood bridge, 
the train began to pick up speed 
down the Rednal incline, probably 
reaching forty miles an hour.   

Meanwhile, about 600 yards to the 
north of Rednal & West Felton Sta-
tion, on a 132 gradient from 
Whittington, a work party was lifting 
and packing the track in order to de-
sign a permanent way. A green 
warning flag was posted 1,100 yards 
away from the site.  

An express train passed and all 
seemed to be well but, according to 
the workmen, the excursion train was 
travelling too fast. They waved their 
arms to the driver to slow down, but 
to no avail.   

The first engine jumped the rails and 
ploughed along for six hundred yards 
in the ballast, then came into contact 
with the intersection of the junction 
of the canal. Here the engine and ten-
der left the track altogether, and 
turned over. When the second engine 
hit the tender of the first engine 
blocking the track, the carriages 
ploughed into them and came to a 
standstill. 

Soon doctors and nurses were on 
hand but nine passengers were killed 
outright and 49 were injured. The 
eventual death toll was twelve peo-
ple, the driver of the first engine, the 
stoker of the second engine, four 
men, four women and two children. 

The public enquiry, while criticizing 
the lack of braking power on such a 
massive train, blamed mainly the in-
adequate protection of the perma-
nent way work, which should be sup-
plemented by detonators.  
The line really should not have been 
open while this work was under way.   
A railway detonator, or fog signal, is a coin-
sized device used as a loud warning signal 
to train drivers. Placed on the top of the rail, 
it is secured with two lead straps. When the 
wheel of the train passes over, it explodes, 
emitting a loud bang. It was invented in 

1841 by English inventor Edward Cowper. 

(Continued from page 26) 
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Jim and Gill are enjoying retirement in France. 
Son, Lee, whom some will remember as a young soldier pictured here in 
2005, is now a full Colonel doing a very interesting job in Oman.  
Daughter, Mimi, is in London, head of music at a private school.  

News from the Languedoc 
Jim Pearce, late of this parish, now living in France with his wife Gill, 

writes to say how saddened he was to hear 
of the closure of the Methodist Chapel.  

He has fond memories of his connections to the chapel.  
 

The Pearce family of Lane End, Eardiston all bought bricks at £1 apiece for 
the schoolroom extension.  

Sunday school was a ritual for Jim and his sisters as can be seen in this photo 
with Mrs Beddows. The eagle-eyed might spot other well known faces. 

Jim now worships in St Michael’s, an Anglican Church in the Gard in the 
Languedoc Roussillon region of France where he is a Community Worship 
Leader, leading services when no clergy present. He sends their May news-
letter featuring his Thought for the Month: 

Thought for the Month by Jim Pearce, 
Congregational Worship Leader, May 2024 

 

In my last missive I mentioned the influence that the West Felton Methodist 
Sunday School had on my development as a Christian when I was a small 
boy.  
A week after writing that I had very sad news that the Chapel is closed, the 
last service was held on 7 April. The congregation had sunk to 8. After a his-
tory of 115 years of worship when, in the 1950s, the congregation would be 
at least 60, how very sad. 
The fellowship included bus trips to the North Wales coast and stupendous 
Christmas parties which included the whole village. 

Top photo from the front: Mrs Emily Beddows, Jimmy Pearce, Mary Jennings, 
C Roberts, Margaret Thomas, John Corbet, Avril Evans, Eileen Davies, Christine 

Wilde, Carol Dyke, Sheila Jennings, Sue Perry, Clive Beddows, Dot Hillidge, 
Margaret Jones, Margaret Hillidge, Elizabeth Pearce, Sheila Pearce, Dorothy 

Jones, Shirley Humphreys,  Colleen Dyke, Evelyn Beddows, John Beddows, Sheila 
Corbet, Mary Dyke, Christine Beddows. (apologies if any of these names are 

incorrect, they were scanned from a 69 year old newspaper cutting - a bit 
smudged by now!) 
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Sunday School - 
Chapel Jubilee 
1959. 

West Felton Royal British Legion 60th Anniversary of  
Victory Day in Europe Celebrations 2005. 

Keith Diggens, Des Hughes, Colleen Hughes, Lee Pearce,  
Kevin Homewood 

and a few of the veterans whose service 
was celebrated. 


