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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/   

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley 
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 01691 587958 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number    01691 831251 /  07772 006994  

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:    Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     
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JUNE 2024 Year 31 

www.west fe l tonmagaz ine . co .uk  

Artists,   Crafters,  
Makers,   Bakers  

 

Start your preparations NOW for the great 
 
 

Saturday 12th October 
West Felton Village Hall 

To book your  table  
please ca l l   0 1 6 9 1  6 1 0 6 6 5    

email: christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30  School Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  49 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime WEDNESDAY at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the 
month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

6 June 10-12 noon COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall 9 

8/9 June 10:30 JON YOUNG OPEN GARDEN & STUDIO 37 

25 June 10-6:30pm BROWNHILL HOUSE OPEN GARDEN  

Last 2 
weeks of 
June 

Carnival committee will be calling house to house col-
lecting goodies for the Tombola and Grand Prize. Have 
your bag ready! 

11 

5 July 3:15 WEST FELTON SCHOOL FARMER’S MARKET  15 

14 July WEST FELTON CARNIVAL24 - book your stall now 11 

12 Oct VILLAGE HALL ARTS & CRAFTS - BOOK YOUR STALL NOW  

55 

 

David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion 
in next issue 

to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

 

Last day for submission of copy and  
Deadline for content changes  10th JUNE 2024 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby 
of the village hall.  

 
Opening time :  

Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:   7am    -   8pm 

Saturday:    7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:    10am  -   7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

 

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise  s ta ted  

Sun 2  June 2024  

All Welcome.    
Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service 

 

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452 

St Michael’s,  

West Felton  

9:30am every Sunday 

St Chad’s, Haughton 
9:30am on the second  

Sunday of each month. 
Service according to the 
Book of Common Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
 

or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  01691 610 612 
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Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

 

Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com  

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Chairman Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Kerry GROVE  01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr David CURTIS   01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)  

Cllr Marian HESKETH   01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 

Cllr Chris JONES    01691 610 354 

Cllr Pat MABE    01691 610 400  

Cllr Ed NICHOLAS   01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 

Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 

Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 

Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

ALL IN JUNE 

A week ago I had a fire  
To warm my feet, my hands and 
face;  
Cold winds, that never make a 
friend,  
Crept in and out of every place.  
 
Today the fields are rich in grass,  
And buttercups in thousands grow;  
I'll show the world where I have 
been--  
With gold-dust seen on either shoe.  
 
Till to my garden back I come,  
Where bumble-bees for hours and 
hours  
Sit on their soft, fat, velvet bums,  
To wriggle out of hollow flowers. 

William Henry Davies  

LEISURE 

What is this life if, full of care,  
We have no time to stand and stare.  

No time to stand beneath the boughs  
And stare as long as sheep or cows.  

No time to see, when woods we 
pass,  
Where squirrels hide their nuts in 
grass.  

No time to see, in broad daylight,  
Streams full of stars, like skies at 
night.  

No time to turn at Beauty's glance,  
And watch her feet, how they can 
dance.  

No time to wait till her mouth can  
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

A poor life this is if, full of care,  
We have no time to stand and stare.  

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your  
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  

SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES 
COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS  

AND PRE PACK BAGS 
ALL FUELS AVAILABLE INC SMOKELESS 

 

RING US ON 01743 241122 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

 

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET 

 YOUR NEW CUSTOMER PACK  
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PERCY’S PALS 
Based on an Advertizer article by 
Alex Whilding, AI Assisted Reporter 
at The Advertizer. 

Percy's Pals help patients with non-medical needs at 
The Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital (RJAH). 
The new initiative is spearheaded by the League of Friends and is targeted at 
reducing low spirits and morale amongst patients on the Sheldon Ward. 

The Sheldon Ward offers general medicine, dementia care, and rehabilitation for 
aging patients, many of whom spend extended periods in hospital before mov-
ing to care homes or their own homes. 

Michelle Williams, activities coordinator on Sheldon Ward, recognised a growing 
number of patients with low spirits and morale, due to not receiving visitors. She 
reached out to the League of Friends for suggestions which could involve volun-
teer support to enhance overall experience for these patients during their time 
in hospital. 

In response, the Friends group introduced Percy's Pals, a team of volunteers 
trained in safeguarding and dementia care. This training, provided by Michelle, 
and Anne Worrall adult safeguarding practitioners, gives volunteers the neces-
sary skills to safely engage with and support dementia patients, ensuring ade-
quate care levels. 

Charity director, Victoria Sugden, expressed her enthusiasm about this new initi-
ative as she said: "We are delighted to be able to support patients on Sheldon 
Ward with our new volunteering opportunity – this role marks a valuable addi-
tion to the services we provide. 

"The role is focused on being a positive opportunity for individuals to befriend 
patients, encouraging open conversations about hobbies and interests, while 
actively promoting fluid intake and identifying simple ways to enhance patient 
comfort.” 

Anyone interested in becoming a Percy’s Pal or assisting in other volun-
tary roles can reach the Friends team at 01691 404401, 

or contact Melanie.Bygrave@nhs.net directly. 

The contribution of volunteers provides an invaluable service, both to patients 

on the ward and to the hardworking staff at Gobowen. 

http://www.ridgefuels.co.uk
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 
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PC 21312 Bryant,   
Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Oswestry Police Station. 
Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
Tel: 07773053015 or 101.  
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John and Eileen Hanmer  

01691 610629 

Liz and Dave Embrey 

 01691 658275 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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Coffee Morning:  
 

Thursday, 6th June, 10-12noon  
in the village hall. 

£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee, biscuits. 
 

Bacon baps £1 extra 
 

Raffle  

Sales tables for cakes,  
marmalade, produce, 
greetings cards and 
craft items. 

Welcome ! 

West Felton  
Community  

Coffee Morning 

COMMUNITY  

COFFEE  

MORNINGS 

Welcome! 

The first Coffee Morning of the new era was a great success. The 
hall was full. Old friends and new friends meeting for a chat. Bacon 
baps selling like hotcakes! 

Trading tables with homemade cakes and marmalade; tomato plants 
and greeting cards; and delightful craft items to choose.  

Lovely atmosphere, enjoyed by all.  

With thanks to the first team of organisers, you made it all look     
so easy - but the hard work is very much appreciated.  
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Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  

 

Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 
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Antony & Cleopatra  
performed by 

Stage Five Theatre 
 

Walker Theatre,  
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury 

Fri June 14th     7.30pm 
Sun June 16th    2.30pm 

Book directly with Theatre Severn 
 

Hermon Arts, Oswestry 
Fri June 21st     7.30pm 
Sat June 22nd   7.30pm 
Sun June 23rd   2.30pm 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/stage-five-
theatre  

A feast of glamour, evocative music and 
raw emotion - the famous and passionate 
affair of Mark Antony and Cleopatra pro-
voked jealousy, wars, betrayal and, ulti-
mately, death. Antony reached the 
heights of power following the assassina-
tion of Julius Caesar. Now he has neglect-

ed his empire for a life of decadent se-
duction with his mistress Cleopatra, 
Queen of Egypt, whose family has ruled 
Egypt for 300 years. Torn between love 
and duty, Antony’s military brilliance de-
serts him and his passion leads the lovers 
to their tragic end. Across continents and 
seas, engaging armies and fleets in their 

battles with Octavian Caesar, Antony & 
Cleopatra fought against the might of 
Rome but in the end their love defeated 

them. 

 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT REQUIRED 
 Maximum 10 hours per week (Flexible). 

 Up to 14 nights sleep over per annum. 

 Rates of Pay: £11.75 per hour employed or                                                    

£16 per hour self employed. 

 45 year old lady with special needs and mobility problems, 

 based near West Felton (SY11 4HG). 

 More companionship/support than care based, at home and                  

attending social events occasionally 

 Interests are Crafting, Charity Fundraising, Walking. 

Please contact Caroline on 01691 610401 or 

caroline_chenery@hotmail.co.uk 
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Only 2 months until the Carnival on 14th July! 
We're getting excited for the big day!  

The procession will be leaving The Punch Bowl at 1pm.  

There's lots of thrilling and new things to do on the field this year! 

We're hearing rumours that some of the floats are already nearing 
completion! But there's still plenty of time to pull one together! It's 

free to enter and applications are available from the committee. 

We'll be collecting for the tombola in the last 2 weeks in June. 
Donations of chocolates, sweets, biscuits, bottles of wine and beer will 

all be gladly received! There's no bric a brac stall this year, so please 
no donations of this kind. We're also collecting prizes for the grand 
draw, so if you have something you will kindly donate please get in 

touch, or speak to any of the committee members.   

 Just a note to advise that no dogs will be permitted on to the 
field. The field is covered by a Dog Exclusion Order and legally 
they're not allowed in that area, carnival day is no exception. 

 It's not too late to book a stall, so if you're interested please get 
in touch for more information. 

Email:  wfcarnival@gmail.com   Phone Jenny: 07852 211099 

Facebook:  West Felton Carnival  

From Joanne  

and the 

Carnival 

Committee 

1 4 t h  Ju ly  20 24  

mailto:wfcarnival@gmail.com
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AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

TAYLOR  

MA ID  
DO YOU REQUIRE 
A RELIABLE, HONEST  
PERSON TO HELP  
WITH: 
■  General  housework  
■  Cleaning  
■  Gardening  
■  Dog walking  
■  Trips  to  shops or  doctors  
 

CRB checked. 

Three references available. 

01 691 610 782 
07 484 140 470  
£11 per hour 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 

If you would like 

more time to enjoy 

your home and 

family, and less 

work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk      Tel: 07803 029928 
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cemetery). Tithe, meaning one 
tenth of income, would be collect-
ed from the people. In Felton, this 
would go to  pay the clergy. 

In the bell tower of St Michael’s 
church hangs a board listing all the 
tithes. From the spelling probably 
written in the 18th Century. 

There would also have been a mill. The 
people, in return for their land, worked 
the lord’s land at harvest time, plus 
sessions of ploughing, mowing and 
reaping. They could be called upon at 
any time to do the lord’s work.   

They were also expected  to give a 
chicken and a gift worth a penny to 
their lord’s lady at Christmas time.  
This may sound harsh, but the lord was 
their protector. In a book written by R. 
Kenyon “After the Middle Ages the 
horizon was pushed back a little for the 
common people and many times the 
Lord of the lands called for two hun-
dred men from Felton to follow him to 
war in Wales, Scotland, France or the 
Civil War.” 

We are fortunate that today we can 
still see the Mound and part of the 
moat in what was the farmyard of 
Manor Farm, situated close to St. 
Michael’s church.  It was from here 
that the village of Felton grew. 

In the reign of King Stephen, about 
1155, Felton was included in the man-
or of Ruyton XI Towns, the only place 
in England to have roman numerals in 
its name.   

The eleven towns were Ruyton,        
Coton, Shelvock, Shottaton, Wykey,          
Eardiston, Haughton, Rednal, Sutton, 
Tedsmore and Felton.  

William fitz Alan gave The Manor of 
Felton to John le Strange.  

By 1240 John was dead and was suc-
ceeded by his co-heiresses. In 1301 the 
Earl of Arundel became Lord of Ruyton 
and over-lord of the Manor of Felton. 

In the 1350s Hugh fitz Philip took a 
house and land in Felton from the Earl 
and produced a deed showing his right 
to take pasturage and turf in the lord’s 
land in Felton. A year later William de 
Hampton produced a deed by which 
Hugh fitz Philip of West Felton had the 
same rights (it was here that the addi-
tion of “West” appears for the first 
time). 

The Manor House passed to the Lords 
Craven, Lord of the Manor of Ruyton, 
and about 1777 the Manor House was 
bought from the lord by the Frank fam-
ily and remained in the family until the 
early 1900s. In the churchyard close to 
the Manor House are the tombstones 

of the Frank family. 

(Continued from page 43) 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Disclaimer 
 
Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company, 
nor for any claims made by 
advertisers. 
 
The information, statements 
and opinions expressed in 
reports or articles published 
in Round and About West 
Felton Magazine are solely 
those of the authors and do 
not in any way reflect those 
of the magazine committee. 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
April Meeting  - Gillian opened the meeting  by 
welcoming everybody especially two new mem-

bers, Aly and Yvonne and one visitor, Irenie.  
The 2024/5 Committee members were confirmed 
and an open invitation made to all members to attend any com-

mittee meeting to see if it appealed - no obligation to join, but new committee 
members always welcome.  
WF SCHOOL FARMERS’ MARKET 5th July. School grounds. Starts at 3:15pm. Vol-
unteers sought to man the stall and bake cookies. Handmade craft items would 
be gratefully received too.  
CARNIVAL 14th July. Members reminded to donate cakes and help on the day.  
It’s WI’s turn to organise the CHRISTMAS FAIR. Members agreed it was time to 
start thinking about the various activities. Knitters and sewers need to start mak-
ing suitable items. For the Tombola, teddies and soft toys are requested.   
Forthcoming WFWI Activities/Events  
Garden visit part of Shropshire Open Gardens. Thurs. 27th June arrive at 6.30pm 
£10 inc refreshments. Moat Hall, Annescroft, Shrewsbury.  
June outdoor meeting Thurs 13th June. Cambrian Railway Centre Oswestry. 
Tour, talk and train ride. Refreshments on a buffet carriage. Meet there at 6:45. 
Oswestry Show Sat 3rd Aug 2024. Schedule of classes available. 
The Resolution going forward to the WI Federation Annual Meeting is ‘Dental 
Health Matters’ Members reminded to read the briefing notes about the pros 
and cons in the WI Life magazine and on the My WI website.  
Monthly competition points awards (April 2023 – March 2023) vouchers were 
awarded. Competitions: 1st Jo L; 2nd Marian; 3rd Eileen, Gillian, Sally. Flowers: 
1st Eileen; 2nd Avril; 3rd £5 Marian and Jo L was the overall winner of the cup. 
Guest Speakers were John and Annie Moody of West Felton. John is a Military 
Knight of Windsor. They gave a fascinating talk about their lives at Windsor Cas-
tle where they have lived for the past 6 years, when not in Shropshire. 
The Military Knights are retired military officers who provide support for the 
Order of the Garter and for the services at St George’s chapel. Military Knights 
are expected to undertake numerous duties throughout the year, which include 
attending Mattins and being on parade every Sunday. Both John and Annie run 
VIP tours of the castle and Annie is an expert on Queen Mary’s dolls house 
which is on display at the castle. John also runs the castle wine club. The Military 
Knights commissioned a full sized copy of a garden bench from Queen Mary’s 
dolls house, a gift for the late Queen on the occasion of her Platinum Jubilee. 

May meeting - Guest Speaker Paul Rushworth: “Around the world with a pack of 

cards and a rabbit.” 
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Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, 
a leading landscaping company 

with a reputation for creating truly magnificent and unique gardens 
throughout Shropshire. As true landscaping specialists, we take 
pride in what we do, and work closely with our clients to develop 
inspired concepts, creating exciting, practical garden design. 
Our philosophy is simple: reliability, combined with a professional 
service & value for money.  

 
"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. 
Design is how it works.”  
 
With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ 
we set out the inclusive price. 
 
Quotations are free of charge 
and made at a time to suit you . 
 
 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  

• Patios & all aspects of 
paving  

• Fencing and trellises  

• Driveways and paths  

• Garden walls, brickwork,      
rendering 

• Turf laying and artificial grass  

• Decking 

• Indian stone 

• Natural stone paving  

E:shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 

43 

 

WEST FELTON VILLAGE -  
THE BEGINING 

By Ann Evans, at the turn of the century. 

West Felton lies approximately five 
miles south of Oswestry, and was once 
a thriving farming community.  

With the coming of the new by-pass in 
the 1980s, the village has grown and is 
now home to many new people from 
various walks of life and occupations.  

The village is divided in two by the A5. 
The original grew up around the church 
of St. Michael the Archangel. The main 
part of the village, the shop/post office, 
and public house, on the old A5, was 
once part of Twyford.   

West Felton is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book. In the reign of Edward 
the Confessor, Seward was owner of 
the Manor of Felton, which contained 
half a hide of land and employed a 
plough with one team of oxen, but the 
area was mostly waste. It continued 
the same throughout William the Con-
queror’s reign. It eventually passed to 
Alan fitz Flaald and from him to his son 
William fitz Alan of Whittington Castle. 

Of the ancient inhabitants of West Fel-
ton, little is known. Certainly the Anglo-
Saxons were here, and from the close 
proximity of the Old Fort at Oswestry, 
possibly Iron Age people. 

In the 1950s axe heads from the Stone 
Age, were found by a Mr Roberts from 
St Martins doing drainage work at Man-
or Farm. These can be seen in the Row-
ley Museum, Shrewsbury. 

More recently three axe-heads from 
the Bronze Age, dated about three 
thousand years old, were found on 
farmland at Rednal. They were in re-
markable condition and can now be see 
at the museum in Oswestry library.  

The Romans closely settled in the dis-
trict and their habitations and roads 
can be traced throughout. There is be-
lieved to have been a Roman settle-
ment at Twyford, also one at Sandford. 
These places would only have been 
moated farms or villas, some camps or 
military posts. 

The mound by the Church was a typical 
settlement in Saxon times. The chief 
man of the village, the lord, would have 
had his manor house built there, sur-
rounded by a moat. He would appoint a 
bailiff who In his absence would be re-
sponsible for looking after the people, 
collecting their taxes and keeping law 
and order. Each of the families would 
be given a strip of land, approximately 
8 to12 hectares, depending on the type 
of land. Here they would build a wood-
en hut, this would be surrounded by an 
earth bank and ditch, topped with a 
fence or hedge. Outside of this would 
be their pasture or cultivated land. 
Each household would have their own 
strip, and a large area of common land 
for use by all.  

This community would have a church 
and a tithe barn. (A tithe barn in excel-
lent repair can be found in the grounds 
of The Old Farm, opposite the new 

(Continued on page 45) 
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The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
15 

 

 
 

Our biennial Farmer’s Market is fast approaching.  

Sycamore Class (aged 9 –11)  take charge of organising and 
hosting this event. We visit Oswestry Artisan market; talk to 
stall holders, taste produce and take advice. 

The children write letters and emails inviting a range of busi-
nesses and then send out the relevant information to those 
able to attend.  

West Felton Farmer’s Market 
Friday 5th July 2024 

Starts @ 3:15pm  
on the school playground! 

We have a range of exciting stalls in attendance this year, from deli-
cious sweet treats to organic farm food products—there is something 
for the whole family.   Please join us to enjoy this fabulous community 
event, supporting our local children and businesses all in one go! 
 

Here are just some of our confirmed stall 
holders for 2024: 

Sycamore’s 
BBQ Sauce 

As well as Sarah’s Sewing, Peter Eccleston’s 
Woodcraft, Gifts and Fragrances Galore and 

Mair’s Crafts. 

Come along to our community event, 
you won’t want to miss it! 



 
16 

 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Trusted & experienced 
Property specialists since 1981 

• Residential Sales & Lettings 

• Farm and Land Sales 

• Planning & Architectural Services 

• Land Promotion & Option advice 

• House Surveys 
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Rector’s Ramblings       

Rev Suzan Williams 

I wonder if you’ve planned your sum-
mer holiday yet? We’re going to 
Cornwall with our two younger 
daughters in August and I’ve booked 
to take my mum and sister to my 
friend’s caravan in Borth for a few 
days in June. Increasingly I’m more 
and more convinced that we need to 
plan things to look forward to across 
the year. Because in my experience if 
we don’t plan, they don’t happen. 
However, Easter weekend we had an 
impromptu trip to Talacre beach with 
our eldest daughter, son-in-law and 
four grandsons and it was such an 
enjoyable day. Sometimes those un-
expected, unplanned things that hap-
pen are a blessing to. 

So maybe it’s about balancing those 
things we need to do and need to 
plan but leaving room for the unex-
pected. 

In Ecclesiastes 3 it says ‘There is a 
time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens’ and 
then in a later part of the chapter 
goes on to say ‘What do workers gain 
from their toil? 10 I have seen the bur-
den God has laid on the human 
race. 11 He has made everything beau-
tiful in its time. He has also set eterni-
ty in the human heart; yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from be-

ginning to end. 12 I know that there is 
nothing better for people than to be 
happy and to do good while they 
live. 13 That each of them may eat and 
drink and find satisfaction in all their 
toil—this is the gift of God.’ 

Lately I’ve taken a fair few funerals of 
key people in the village who’ve lived 
in and been part of the West Felton 
community for the best part or the 
whole of their lives. And for each 
family saying goodbye to a key per-
son, who has loved them, cared for 
them and supported them in ways 
that words cannot fully express. 
There is a legacy that lives on and an 
attitude often to make the most of 
life and enjoy the blessings we have. 
Whether that be our health, our fami-
ly and the friends who we journey 
through all sorts of things with. 

So my advice to you in this middle 
part of the year would be plan those 
meals with friends, breaks away to 
enjoy the beauty of nature around us 
and at the same time be prepared 
and open to embrace the unexpected 
and be blessed by it.  

If God loved us enough to sacrifice his 
only Son then why would that not be 
in part to enable us and release to 
live life, enjoy it and be a blessing to 
those around us. 

Every Blessing 

Suzan 
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Annual property review 
2024 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. 
So don’t hesitate, 
contact us today to 
schedule your free 
home valuation and get 
the information you 
need to make informed 
decisions about your 
home and investment. 
Kind regards, 

Daniel & team 

01691 674494 
The Don, 
Albion Hill, 
Oswestry 
SY11 1QA  

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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ROUND AND ABOUT WEST FELTON 

MAGAZINE 

from the report to the Annual Parish meeting, April 2024 

2023 - Another successful year for the magazine in which we celebrated 
the Village Hall centenary by publishing articles and photographs giving 
some idea of what it was like in West Felton down the years.  

We are indebted to village historian, Ann Evans, for her great contribu-
tion, and to everyone else who contributed. The sometimes-quirky re-
ports have been appreciated by many. We received requests for copies of 
photographs from family members delighted to see images of lost loved 
ones – and in one case, a fondly remembered car! 

Financially the audited accounts show we scraped through again, main-
taining our ‘not for profit’ status, but covering all our costs.  

The printers did not increase their charge in November this year and we 
have not increased the advertising charges for 2024. However, the cost of 
printing did go up in March 2024 but only by a small amount.  

We are on course to cover our costs in 2024 though the margins may be 
even tighter! 

Advertising - Several cancellations this year, but all have been replaced.  

We were lucky to get £100 donation from Cambrian Oswestry Rotary in 
November 2023, they appreciate the publicity given to their events, espe-
cially the Santa Sleigh run. 

No ‘staff’ problems this year. Dot and Kathy Bliss continue to do their im-
portant job, hospital visits, hip operation etc. notwithstanding.  

Kate and Alan taking a well-earned break, Derek and Maggie happily do-
ing the driving around each month with Anthea continuing to cover the 
outlying hamlets.  

Hilary, Carole (Gray) and Barbara (Jones) took on extra deliveries in the 
centre of the village, following Janet Knight’s retirement after more than 
25 years and Dorothy Barnes’ more recently. 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Cinema closes after failed community takeover. 
Kinokulture cinema closed permanently at the end 
of April despite hopes it could continue under new management. 
 

Message from James Bond, Oswestry Film Society:  
OSWESTRY FILM SOCIETY NEW VENUE  

H e l p  u s  k e e p  c i n e m a  a l i v e   
After our emotional final screening at Kinokulture, let's celebrate together 

our films at our new venue: The Hermon Chapel Arts Centre. 
Oswestry Film Society film night is now WEDNESDAYS.  

If a full-time cinema is to return to Oswestry, the company will want to see that 
the town CAN support a film venue.  

Upcoming Film and new info 
Pride (15) - Wed June 5, 7.30pm. Truly uplifting British comedy-drama based on 
the extraordinary true story of London-based gay and lesbian activists sup-
porting a struggling Welsh pit village in the Miners' Strike. We are showing this 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the strike, and to preview Oswestry's forthcom-
ing first Pride festival. 
Tickets should be available on the door, but it would help if you book in advance 
via the Oswestry Film Society website as we find our feet at our new venue. 
The Hermon Chapel is just round the corner from Kinokulture, in Chapel Street 
close to the entrance to the Horsemarket car park. Seating is currently unallocat-
ed, but we're working on that. 

The Hermon is fully accessible, and has a licensed cafe-bar. 
We're jointly aiming to screen extra films, if we see the demand is there. 

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD... 
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All other deliverers still in place.  Thank you all.  

The Future - The magazine engenders a lot of goodwill and there has nev-
er been a problem in recruiting volunteers – except for the position of edi-
tor/administrator!  

Still hoping for someone who would love to get involved, with a view to 

taking over, some time in the future.  Colleen Hughes, March 2024 

(Continued from page 17) 

   West Felton Magazine 2023 

Income Advertising £4,290.00 

  Donations £195.00 

  Bank Interest £38.71 

  Total £4,523.71 

Expenditure Printing -£4,068.00 

  Expenses claimed -£74.85 

  Bank fees -£61.60 

  Total -£4,204.45 

  Income  over Expenditure £319.26 

Petty cash c/f £17.15 

PS. Since the above report, we have had a monthly charge imposed for 
our previously FREE web site www.westfeltonmagazine.co.uk 

We need to find another £36 in this financial year. Thankfully we have 
already had some really generous donations which will cover it. 

Donations from readers are always most welcome. 

Many thanks to all who contribute to the production and delivery of 
our ‘unique, FREE-to-your door every month’ magazine. 

I’m told by advertisers that West Felton magazine is so good for their 
business, they can cancel other advertising.  Ed. 
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Extracts from a newspaper article kindly provided by Yoland Brown, RXIT. 

 

 
(The tour covered various places before heading for West Felton. Ed.)  
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 

33 

 

 St Michael’s Church, West Felton 

Easter 1936 

Rev RGT Gilman and the church choir, 

Rev Gilman was Rector from 1928-1956. He was very high 
church. In 1933 on July 9th he held a special service at 
St Chad's for peace and unity in Commemoration of the 

Oxford Movement (an Anglo-Catholic movement).  
Many of the services at St Chad's at that time were taken by 
Rev Owen Jacson of Tedsmore (died in 1935) or JW Lee. 

Rev Gilman followed Rev Frank Taylor and was           
succeeded by Rev KC Millington. 
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www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

also find us on Facebook 

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home 
Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping 

Char l ie  Jordan  
01691 610 412    Mb: 07712 530 107 
Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for 

• Driveways 

• Patios 

• Paths 
Very experienced, Quality, 
Professional Installations 
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(Continued from page 23) 
£5, a court-house being built in Woolston 
over a well made for a bath for the Jones-
es of Sandford family. When they left 
Sandford it became the rendezvous of the 
country, who from the middle of May to 
the end of Harvest, resorted from all parts 
thither, some at nights to bathe and dance 
and riot most of the nights at the ale-
houses, of which there were during the 
summer not less than five. This ill custom 
lasted many years, till it was broke about 
the year 1755. Woolston is called in old 
deeds Wyston, Ouzleton; the first ‘watery 
low town’, and the other signifies the 
same, although some will have it that it 
takes its name from the water ouzle.” Oth-
ers who were more fanciful, Mr Dovaston 
continued, said that it was one of the rest-
ing places of St Winifred’s body on its 
journey from Holywell to Shrewsbury. 
They knew that St Winifred was slain at 
Holywell by her lover, one of the Princes 
of Wales; he cut off her head and rolled it 
down the hill, and where it rested a foun-

tain of water rose up … The tradition 
made Holywell famous and Margaret, 
wife of Henry VII built a beautiful well at 
Holywell which was to be seen now. At 
the time of St Winifred’s death, the 
monks of the Abbey of Shrewsbury were 
not in such good a position as other ab-
beys, because they had no miracles or 
traditions and they begged that St Win-
ifred’s body be interred at the Abbey at 
Shrewsbury. That was done, and those 
who were fanciful said that on the even-
ing before it reached Shrewsbury, St Win-
ifred’s body rested at Woolston. In his 
younger days he remembered people 
coming to the well at Woolston for the 
cure of sore eyes and the old woman who 
lived at the house used to point out a par-
ticular place from which patients could 
take the water. He believed what he had 
read out was the true account, but those 
who were fanciful could take their choice.  
From Woolston the party resumed the 
drive to Knockin ... 

Since generations of Dovaston men, their sons and nephews were all called John, 
it is hard to keep in mind who is who.  

The man in The Nursery in 1885, and the host at the meeting reported above, 
was the nephew of JFM Dovaston, (Dec 1782 – Aug 1854) poet and naturalist,  
the man who hoped to be buried in the Nursery garden.  

This is what Ann Evans tells us:  

“John FM and a group of famous literary friends always gathered at the Nursery to 
celebrate William Shakespeare’s birthday. At one of these gatherings in 1810, ‘An 
Irregular Ode on Shakespeare Birth’ was written. The following text was found in a 
book of poems by John FM Dovaston. The last part was hand-written by John Dovas-
ton,  JFM’s nephew:  

‘Written and recited on the occasion  of a few literary friends planting a Walnut Tree 
(having a wine bottle buried under the root, with an appropriate inscription cut there-
on with a diamond) in the author’s grounds; on that day in 1810 and intending to 
celebrate it annually. ‘ 

‘(This was a walnut tree, it was decayed at the root and lately grew at an angle of 45 
deg. I removed it and planted another in its place on this my 24th Birthday 12 Sept. 
1874.  The “wine bottle” under the root was not disturbed.)’ 

Is it still there, Ann wonders?” 

(Continued on page 27) 

mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• All inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  
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with Topiarius 

Grass or no grass 

With all the interest in wild flower meadows, movements like No Mow May and 
the reduction in the size of gardens, it would not be unreasonable to wonder 
whether the lawn is becoming extinct. Ben Dark argued that “reports of the lawn’s 
death are surely exaggerated because we need somewhere for a blanket and a 
Sunday paper.” Many people would say “What is the matter with the patio?”   

I have always maintained that it is best to have no lawn in a very small garden 
simply because grass does not rank high enough in the interest stakes when space 
is at a premium. A small paved area will suffice for recreation. With a larger garden 
there is no doubt that a lawn is a very pleasant if not essential feature to have. 
Having said that, a good lawn is not low labour and using a mower can get very 
hard as you grow older. For that reason, we cut down the size of our lawn area 
several years ago, and this year cut it back some more. 

The alternatives are having longer grass that only needs one or two cuts per year 
or using artificial turf. We have areas of long grass in wilder parts of the garden but 
I am not convinced of that approach in a small garden. Despite in the past being 
very involved with the specification of artificial turf for sports installations, it simp-
ly does not seem right to me in a garden. In any case, the high quality materials are 
prohibitively expensive, not to mention the negative environmental factors. 

Going to what is happening in June, we start with the lawn needing mowing, as it 
will for the rest of the Summer. It may also need weeding and possibly watering.  

The landmark event is at the beginning of the month when, subject to unusual late 
frost, the bedding is planted out. There will also be leeks, runner beans, sweet 
corn, sprouts and sprouting broccoli plants to go out. Seed sowing includes main-
crop carrots, beetroot, succession of lettuce and radish and, late in the month, 
chard. With all those young plants and emerging seedlings, the last thing you need 
is a drought, but we must expect watering to be needed on occasions. 

In the glasshouse, if you have one, there will be tomato and cucumber plants and 
also possibly peppers to plant in the border or in growbags/large pots. I have been 
growing tomatoes in the same space for many years with no problems but I have 
found it better to put cucumbers into large pots rather than the border. 

We use Growmore as a convenient general fertiliser and during June a second ap-
plication will be made on flower beds and on some vegetables. Later potatoes will 
need earthing up and there will be the delight of having the first earlies for dinner. 

Late in the month I have to put fleece tunnels over leeks and carrots. 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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As we read in the account above, JFM Dovaston was very upset with St. Michael’s 
and vowed that he would not be buried at the church.  

On his death in 1854 he was in fact buried in West Felton church at the request of his 
executor. His successor erected the obelisk on the cromlech with the inscription “John 
Freeman Dovaston born 30 December 1782, died 8 August 1854” and had the lines 
he composed carved on it. The obelisk was preserved in the garden of one of the new 
houses that stand there today. 

John Dovaston, the nephew who succeeded him, very much appreciated his predeces-
sors’ library. Like them, he also was very interested in antiquities.   

In 1883 he was made a JP for Shropshire, he died in 1900.  He was succeeded by his 
son Freeman Dovaston, who died unmarried in 1904. He was succeeded by his broth-
er Daniel who was a solicitor. 

Daniel Dovaston died in 1938, his son Daniel succeeded to the estate, he had two 
children Brian and Dorothy.   

In 1966, disillusioned with farming in Britain, the family decided to sell The Nursery 
estate  and emigrate to the Bay of Plenty on North Island New Zealand, Daniel his 
son, Brian, daughter-in-law Christine and grandchildren, Phillip, Andrew, Daniel and 
Sara, set sail on the S.S. Northern Star where they established a very successful busi-
ness in agriculture. A fourth son David was born in New Zealand in 1970.   

“Daniel Dovaston senior died in  January 1975. Christine died 28th March 2001 
aged 64 years, “she was a lovely and genuine lady” Ann recalls. 

(Continued from page 25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Burcot Manor, Wrockwardine - Saturday 1 June, 2pm to 5pm  
Purchase tickets via - 

https://opengardensburcot2024.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Wellington - Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 June 
Purchase tickets via 

https://opengardenswellington2024.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Shifnal - Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 July 
Purchase tickets via 

https://opengardensshifnal2024.eventbrite.co.uk 

Community Resource is a charity that is 
committed to making life better for people and 
communities facing challenges in Shropshire. 
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Traditional v Secular 
 Michael Davie 

April 7th 2024 will be remembered 
with sadness amongst the older peo-
ple of West Felton. It was the day on 
which the chapel had its last service. 
About 50 people attended drawn 
from Methodist, Anglican and Catho-
lic denominations of the Christian 
faith. The service was followed by a 
wonderful feast in good Methodist 
tradition People remembered the 
times in their youth when they 
attended events such as Sunday 
school there. Passing the chapel as I 
often do, I feel a certain sense of 
wretchedness that those people 
whose names are engraved on the 
stones in the wall, and indeed many 
others unnamed, have been let down. 
In her sermon the Minister recalled 
that attendance at chapel had been 
falling until it was no longer viable. 
Most churches have had that prob-
lem. I looked up attendance at ser-
vices in St Chad’s over the past 90 
years. In 1934, 52 people attended 
communion at Easter, in 1964 35 and 
in 2024 17. On ordinary Sundays 
attendance at communion has been 
steady ranging between 7-10 over the 
same time.  

The Minister’s words about attend-
ance at church caused me to ponder 
the reasons for the decline. In doing 
so I came across an article drawing 

attention to the work of Ron Ingle-
hart. Forty years ago Inglehart, a Pro-
fessor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, started a famous 
investigation which entailed 130,000 
people in 60 different countries being 
interviewed. Every five years the pro-
cess was repeated – not with the 
same people necessarily. Inglehart’s 
hypothesis was that as the world be-
came richer, so people’s values would 
come together. He theorised that in-
security determines how people 
think. In a world of insecurity the fam-
ily and religious organisations are the 
main source of solace. As people be-
come richer and better educated they 
have more time to think for them-
selves. He developed two rating axes. 
On one, vertical, axis lies your position 
according to such questions as how 
you rate obedience in children, belief 
in God, whether you trust people, or 
whether you would sign a petition. 
This with tradition at lower end and 
secular at the upper end, he called 
the “tradition-secular” axis. On the 
other, horizontal, axis the extremes 
lay between survival on the left and 
self expression on the right. As surviv-
al became more important so people 
stuck together as nations, were fear-
ful of strangers and clustered round 
institutions. With greater confidence, 
self expression with independence of 
thought started to flower.   

(Continued on page 29) 
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Inglehart then related the “tradition-
secular “ axis, with the “survival-self 
expression” axis... Remarkably, the 
relationship (correlation) revealed 
that as self expression increased, so 
people discarded traditional values 
and became more secular. Correla-
tions by themselves do not show 
cause and effect, but there is a prima 
facie reason to think that the two 
might be associated. Although peace 
has reigned for the last 80years – or 
at least major wars have not been 
fought – clergy have commented in 
the past how wartime, with the ac-
companying anxiety about security, 
caused people to attend church. The 
records for St Chad suggest a modest 
increase in attendance in 1940 over 
the late 1930’s. 

Over the forty years of Inglehart’s 
study, wealth has increased. Only 8% 
of the world lives in poverty com-
pared with 40% forty years ago. As 
wealth in a country increases, and is 
shared with the population, so more 

resources flow into education. With 
education comes learning and discus-
sion. Over the years the Christian 
church has supported education and 
the relief of poverty. Such benefi-
cence is worthy, but given the work 
of Inglehart, it raises the startling pos-
sibility that the church is supporting 
its own demise. As wealth and educa-
tion increase, so traditions decline 
and included with those traditions is 
religious faith. 

Such a relationship is already recog-
nised by some cultures in which reli-
gion is associated with restriction of 
freedom, education and clothing , 
especially in women. People are thus 
encouraged to maintain tradition and 
in so doing to suppress self expres-
sion – at least publicly. Christianity, 
having had similar traits, has pro-
gressed to encourage education, thus 
moving towards self expression and 
independent thought. Along with 
these attributes comes questioning of 
religion, and of faith.  

(Continued from page 28) 

Relationship between 
traditional-secular (vertical axis) 

and  
survival-self expression 

(horizontal axis)  

Each point represents a country. 
 

The names of individual coun-
tries have been blanked out. 
 
 (Reproduced from The Economist, with 
permission). 
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