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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  

0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 

01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 

01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 270072 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt 07810 360778 

Methodist Hall (Bookings) 01691 611733 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/ 

  

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Pradoe Church: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 

01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email: 
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 

01691 587958 

St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number     01691 831251  /  07779 811025   
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 7834444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:                          Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     
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JULY 2023 Year 30 

www.west fe l tonmagaz ine . co .uk  

Sunday 9th July  

• Road closed at 1 o’clock, tell you friends to get here before that. 

• 1:30pm - Parade tours village, leaving from The Punch Bowl 

• 2pm - Arrives at the playing field (opposite the Methodist Chapel) 

• Full programme of fun on the field - Live Music, Dancers, Fun Fair, 
Gymnastic display, Magic Show, and much more. 

• Local Business Stalls; craft; Tombola; Bric-a-Brac; Bottle Stall 

• Tea, Cakes and Ice Cream  

• Bar and BBQ  

• Carnival Grand Draw with a 1st prize of £100 

• Admission £2 for adults. FREE for children and senior citizens 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30 Methodist Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  35 

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime Tuesdays at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, Punch Bowl first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Bumps, Babies 
And Tots 

8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist 
Schoolroom  Email  rev.julia@mail.com 

26 June Village Hall AGM  

6 July 10am  COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Schoolroom 11 

9 July CARNIVAL - TOMBOLA COLLECTION end June 13 

14 July BUMPS BABIES & TOTS, Methodist Schoolroom 11 

27 Sept 7pm for 7:30pm WI Group meeting Wednesday Village Hall  

14 0ct Village Hall Craft Fair on Saturday, 14th October  15 

NEWS PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF POST OFFICE TIMES  

Discla imer  
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s products, 

services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The information, statements and 
opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round and About West Felton Magazine 
are solely those of the authors and do not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee. 

NEW TIME 

Shropshire Aggregates and  
Kiln Dried Firewood supplier - 
see page 24. 

55 

 

David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field) is available 
for hire subject to COVID regulations.  

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour 

To book,  contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue 
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content 
changes  10th July 2023 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall. 
Due to a restructure by the Post Office head office, the Outreach 
Post Office hours for West Felton have been changed. 
The new opening time from the 5th of June is  
Wednesdays only 9:30am till 11am. Please keep supporting it. 



 
4 

 

Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:  7am - 8pm 

Saturday:   7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:   7:30am - 7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and telephone 

number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please, 

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol,  

tobacco and cigarettes). 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and West Felton  
with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  
 

 

St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday  
 

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second  
Sunday of each month 

 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  0691 610 612 

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am  

All are Welcome - Tea, Coffee and Biscuits 
served after the service 

 

Sunday 2 July    Family Service 
Sunday 6 August   Family Service 
Sunday 3 September  Family Service 
Sunday 1 October   Harvest Festival 
Sunday 5 November  Family Service 
Sunday 3 December  Family Service 
Wednesday 13 December  7pm Carol Service 
Monday 25 December  Christmas Day Service 

 

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:  
Please contact  07968 257452 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

PLUMBING & 

HEATING 
Recently established plumbing company based in Oswestry. 
Anything from a small leak to full bathroom installations, 
we can help. Visit h t tps : / /apexxp lumbing . co . uk/  

Contact us on 07421 702605 

email enquiries@apexxplumbing.co.uk  
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NOW OFFERING 

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL 

RT-PCR TEST 

NEXT DAY RESULT  
 

• PCR TEST HOME COLLECTION* 

• DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE 

• DAY 2 TEST  

• 2ND AND 8TH DAY TEST (AMBER LIST) 
 

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/ 
                                                        COLLECTED BY 3pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
PHONE: - 01691 610 863 
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577 
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863 

AVAILABLE ON SITE: 

NEXT DAY RESULT FROM 
£69 

POSTAL SAMPLE: 

£69 
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE 

TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE 
3PM) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package 
 

Associate with

 

Let’s Travel To The World…!! 

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages 
 

For More Information, Please Contact  
Phone : 01691 610 863  
Mobile : 07867 428 577  
WhatsApp : 01691 610 863 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• Inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  

 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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BRICKLAYER &  

GROUNDWORK 

BRICKLAYER &  

GROUNDWORK 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com  

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Chairman Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Kerry GROVE  01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr Carole COLES   01691 610 225 
Cllr David CURTIS   01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)  
Cllr Marian HESKETH   01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr John HOUGHTON   01691 610 834 
Cllr Chris JONES    01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE    01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS   01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 
Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

W e s t  F e l t o n ,  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  R e p o r t  -  M a y  2 0 2 3 .   

The main meeting of the West Felton Parish Council was held on May 2, 2023. 

This was the annual meeting of the parish council, at which it was our job to elect 
a chairman, vice-chairman, and appoint parish council representatives onto the 
various outside bodies within the parish, as well as considering all the usual par-
ish business. 

David Walker was re-elected as chairman, and Kerry Grove was re-elected as vice 
chairman and the counsellors nominated to the various local bodies were as fol-
lows: 

West Felton primary school - David Curtis 
West Felton, Village Hall -  Marion Hesketh 
ABP liaison committee - Ed Nicholas 
Helicopter noise group - David Walker 
SALC Oswestry area committee - Kerry Grove (plus another representa-
tive from the Parish Council will be appointed to this committee during 
our next meeting). 
Other - none 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 

TALK TO ALAN 
07515 754227  
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Annual property review 
2023 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic changes in the 

past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your home? 
• Was the last time you had your home 

valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to maximise 

the value of your home? 

 

 
Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive 
estimate of your property’s value, based on the 
latest market trends and local data. Whether 
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just 
want to know more about your home’s worth, 
we’re here to help. So don’t hesitate, contact us 
today to schedule your free home valuation and 
get the information you need to make informed 
decisions about your home and investment. 
 
Kind regards, 
Daniel & team 
 

01691 674494 
 

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com 
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The latest invisible, Bluetooth and 
rechargeable hearing aids available. 

• Hearing Tests 

• Hearing aids 

• Ear Wax Removal 

 

• FREE trial on no deposit.  

• Book your assessment today! 
 

T: 01691 674498  
E: info@integratehearing.co.uk  
15 Church Street,  
Oswestry, SY11 2SU 

 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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The parish council reviewed yearly ac-
counts and financial arrangements for 
the year 2022/2023, and noted all of 
the planning applications received by 
the council during that same year. 

Other parish matters 

Annual Parish Meeting – May 17th 

The meeting was well attended by pa-
rishioners as well as by representatives 
from various local organisations who 
gave us their reports of the year in per-
son. Those local bodies who were una-
ble to attend were kind enough to send 
in written reports to be read at the 
meeting. 

We heard from West Felton, primary 
school, Saint Michaels Parish Church, 
West Mercia Police, the carnival com-
mittee and the WI, and read the re-
ports from West Felton Methodist 
chapel,  West Felton Village Hall, and 
West Felton Royal British Legion. The 
report for the village magazine was 
included in the last copy of the village 
magazine in order for it to reach a larg-
er audience. 

During the meeting, we also held an 
open forum for parishioners to ask 
questions concerns about any local 
matters and to make requests for 
items for the parish council to look at 
during the coming months. These sug-
gestions included lighting towards the 
end of the Avenue near the A5 bridge 
which the PC will look at. 

The council still has the CIL neighbour-
hood fund money to spend on infra-
structure projects within the parish, 

and we are very keen to hear from pa-
rishioners if they have any suggestions 
for items we could potentially cover 
with this fund. 

Grounds Maintenance 

This month we’ve received a few que-
ries from residents regarding grass 
cutting and hedge trimming in public 
areas, in particular regarding the public 
open space near Alma Close but also 
regarding the parish in general. 

Our clerk has passed these concerns 
onto Shropshire Council as they’re are-
as we don’t have responsibility for.  

We thought it would be useful to let 
you know the areas that are our re-
sponsibility. These are:  

• the playing field on Tedsmore Road,  

• the burial ground, 

• the war memorial, 

• the lay-by on Holyhead Road be-
tween West Felton and Queens 
Head,  

• and the flax pool.  

All other public areas are the responsi-
bility of Shropshire Council and we 
shall press them again to attend to the 
overgrown areas and keep our parish 
tidy.  

As always, minutes of our meetings 
including the annual parish meeting, 
are available on the website 
www.westfeltonparish.co.uk, along 
with contact details for all parish coun-
cillors. 

Kerry Grove, Vice Chairman,  
West Felton Parish Council 

(Continued from page 7) 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell 

Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357 

Meeting in the Punch Bowl 8pm, first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays, then second Monday. 

Local police officer 
PC 3932  Royston (Roy) Alderwick,  
Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry SY11 2HE 

Police Mobile 07814042700   Ext 7704043 
 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 

Local police Officers : PC Roy Alderwick (see above), Oswestry South : (not to be 
used to report incidents) PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays NOTE TIMES 

July 13th, 27th 
Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

 Would you like to help clean up our neighbourhood?  

 Perhaps on a walk or with a group of friends.... ? 

 Thanks to the generosity of the parish Council, 
the WI has ten sets of litter picking equipment 
available for use by  local residents. 

 These are free to borrow by groups or individuals.  

 For more details please email Gillian at:                              
 gilliansturgess@hotmail.com 

 Please note the WI are just custodians of the equipment. You will have 
to do your own risk assessment (example available)  

 and be responsible for the equipment and safety. 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Food served fro m 

Wednesday to Sunday 
From 2pm onwards. 

Large beer garden and car park. 

Pool table and dart board. 

Private function hire. 

Opening times:  

Monday:   3-11pm 

Tuesday:   3-11pm 

Wednesday:   2-11pm 

Thursday: 12-12pm 

Friday: 12-12pm 

Saturday: 12-12pm 

Sunday: 12-12pm 

THE PUNCH BOWL INN 
The Cross, West Felton, Oswestry, SY11 4EH. 

      Tel: 01691 610 322         Find us on Facebook 
@Punch Bowl Inn 
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West Felton Methodist Chapel 
and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field 

 

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778 
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665 

 

SERVICES JULY 2023   
2nd - at Oswestry at 10.45 a.m. 

9th -  no service 

16th - Mr. Andy Skitt 

23rd - Songs of Praise 

30th - Rev. Ruth Shoreman - holy communion 

C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  
Methodist Schoolroom (opposite the playing field) 

Thursday  6th July 10am to 12 noon 
(no meeting in August) 

£1.50, Bacon baps extra. 

All welcome 

BUMPS, BABIES & TOTS 
 at  

West Felton Methodist Chapel 
Tedsmore Road – opposite the playing fields  

 

drop in or stay between 8:45am - 10:45am  
fortnightly on a Friday in term time  

14th July  
£1.50 per session  

A warm welcome for expectant mums, and babies to school age 
children with a grown up, for relaxed play, cuppa and a chat.  

for more information,  
contact: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810360778 
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www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

also find us on Facebook 

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home 
Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping 

Char l ie  Jordan  
01691 610 412    Mb: 07712 530 107 
Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for 

• Driveways 

• Patios 

• Paths 
Very experienced, Quality, 
Professional Installations 
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The Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife Group  
has been looking for Curlew, Lapwing, Kestrel, Cuckoo and  
Red Kite since late March, in our area that extends from Oswestry in the 
north to Kinnerley in the south, and eastwards from the Welsh border to 
Ruyton-XI-Towns: from the Tanat to the Perry. 

 

We are trying to find all Curlew nests this year, to protect them with an elec-
tric fence. If you’ve seen or heard any of these species, please don’t assume 
we know about them. Please report all your observations, especially any Cur-
lew (“the most important bird conservation priority in the UK”) to Leo Smith 
01694 720296, leo@leosmith.org.uk. If you want to help next year, please 
contact Leo. 

mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
mailto:leo@leosmith.org.uk
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 

13 

 

Sunday 9thJuly  

By the time you read this, the carnival will be very close, so I do hope 
you are all geared up for it. 

Committee members and friends will be calling on all the houses in the 
village for your donations of bottles, bric-a-brac and, like last year, 
chocolates and biscuits for the tombola stall. We might have called 
already but don’t worry you can also drop off your donations at my 
house which is Lawn House SY11 4 EQ or Hilary Iles, Dovaston Court 
or any committee member you know - all gifts are very welcome. 

We shall also have draw tickets with us to sell too. 

We have so much for you to enjoy on stage this year, non-stop enter-
tainment, so bring all your family and friends.  

The Carnival King & Queen will be 
Owen Forsyth and Darcie Martin. 

 

The Wirral Pipe Band are coming along for their first visit and old 
faithfuls, Porthywaen Band; the Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir; the 
Gymnastic display; Chloe Yeomans School of Dance; the Animal Man; 
Andrew Healey with his Magic Show and at long last we have Alfie Ed-
wards the “ Bar Entertainer” who will be popping on stage quite a lot in 
between acts. 

Mike Perry will be our compere for the procession and on stage. 

Food this year is by Su Casa and the WI Teas and cake. The bar will 
be stocked with local beer from the Stonehouse Brewery, and our lo-
cal shop is having a stall where there will be plenty of soft drinks for 
children. 

The fun fair will be here and I’m pleased to say the Men in Sheds also, 
with their old fashion games 

We certainly have a good assortment of stalls for you to spend your 
money on. 

It all seems very quiet where floats are concerned so, come on don’t 
let the village down. People come miles for our procession and we do 
want to make our judges work hard. this year we have a representative 
from Invertek, Bryony Morris, and Michael & Anthea Davie have ac-

(Continued on page 15) 

from Eileen 
& the 

CARNIVAL 
COMMITTEE 

Sunday 9th July 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989881870 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

 

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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Calling all local 

Crafters, Makers 
Bakers, Artists 

 

Start your preparations NOW 
for the great 

 

Saturday 14th October in the Village Hall 
 

To book your table, please call  01691 610665   

email: christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com 

cepted our invitation. 

If you feel you can’t do a float, try a 
walking group. But remember all floats 
and walkers must let me know in ad-
vance so we can arrange the prize 
money which really is well worth win-
ning. 

We will need all the 
help we can get on the 
field in the morning for 
setting up so please 
come along and join in 
if you can. 
 

Remember there is a road closure 
from 1pm at the latest, so tell your 
friends to be in the village by then. 

I do hope I have remembered all we 
had to tell you. 

Lets make it another great day for 
West Felton, thank you all, 

Eileen Hanmer 610629 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Tel: 01691 652233 
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk 

Thinking of making a Will  
or Power of Attorney? 

Wills  £150 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)  £150 

Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services 

 Call Paul Humphreys today 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

 

01691 655 655 

AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

24 salop road  
oswestry  
SY11 2NU 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 
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The Fundraising Office, Hamar Centre 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital,  
Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury SY3 8XQ 
Lingen Davies Cancer Fund 
Registered Charity No. 1160922 
 

Our charity, Lingen Davies Cancer Fund, is  hosting a cycling sportive for a third 
consecutive year this September. Pedal the Borders offers three routes to 
choose from; 25km, 60km and 100km so it is an inclusive event for all types of 
cyclists. Children over the age of 12 can take part in 25km route as long as they 
are accompanied by an adult.    

All money raised from this event will go towards improving and enhancing cancer 
services in our region of Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Mid Wales. Each year 
4000 people are diagnosed with cancer in our region, Lingen Davies fund equip-
ment and support services to make sure they receive the best possible treat-
ment.   

Since our first event in 2021, we have raised over £70,000, and we want to con-
tinue to raise vital funds by getting as many people there as we can in 2023. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  

Emilie Kerr, Events Marketing Coordinator, Tel: 01743 492396 
lingendavies.co.uk  
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If you would like more time to enjoy your home 

and family, and less work and worry, for cleaning, 

handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Tel: 07803 029928 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

At the May  meeting, the start of the new mem-
bership year, the membership had reached 51.  

Regarding the business element of monthly 
meetings, and bearing in mind members’ expressed opinions, 

Gillian explained that she tries to keep ’the business’ to the absolute minimum, 
but as West Felton is a very active group, there is usually much to remind mem-
bers about and, of course, whilst all the information is disseminated online, not 
all members are in a position to receive the information that way. 

Preparations are ongoing for the Carnival - members required for the float, and 
for the tea and cake stall; donations of cakes as well as helpers on the day. 

For the Ironworks Homemade Festival members reminded about the arrange-
ments and request issued for volunteer helpers for the day. 

Reminders too for the various groups: Lunch and evening meals, Book club, Der-
wen Fete, garden visits and other outings especially the June outdoor meeting at 
Babbinswood Farm.  

The Oswestry North Group trip Wed 19th July is to the Liverpool Docks area with 
optional afternoon excursion to two cathedrals. Approx. £15 each. St Martins 
have organised this trip. Pick up will be St Martin’s miner’s institute 9am.  
Oswestry Show 6th August, stewards arranged.  

Legacy Outing (funded by the late Margaret Frances) is on Saturday 19th August. 
Pick up approx. 8am. Members chose the visit to Forge Mill Needle Museum and 
Bordesly Abbey followed by Birmingham Botanical gardens, the trip includes re-
freshments on arrival and buffet lunch.  

Craft and Produce Show, 14th September (normal meeting night). Schedule 
printed and available. The judge has requested all photos be on photo paper, if 
this is difficult, please Email/What’s app photos to Sam before the end of August. 
Sam will print them. 

West Felton to host the Oswestry North Group Social Evening Wed 27th Sept. 
Speaker will be Darren Edwards, Disabled Adventurer.  

The guest speaker, Kristian Hickson-Booth, an experienced horticulturalist, gave a 
very informative talk about various aspects of gardening - from watering, to soil 
conditions, to choosing the right plants for your garden – look out for shape, tex-
ture, colour and foliage.  “Nip off dandelion heads to avoid spreading, water pots 
thoroughly so it gets to the roots at the bottom.” She used to be a gardener at 
Powis Castle before setting up her own business. Take a look at her website for 

more information: www.gardenlikeamaster.com.  
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We met John Jones last month in rela-
tion to the demolition of the Toll 
House. Now we have his son Thomas 
living with his family at 2 The Hollies, 
The Cross, West Felton, having inherit-
ed the mill, the shop and the bakery. In 
due course they were taken over by his 
daughter Kate (Norman’s Auntie of 
whom we hear  later) who had married 
John Gittens from Sandford. It re-
mained in the Gittens family. John and 
Kate were still in the shop in 1921 with 
sons David and Frank, daughter Kate 
Margaret, and a servant Bertha Jones. 
John seems to have retained the bakery 
when he later sold the shop to William 
Cotgreave. Kitty tells us that in 1932 
“Gittens was the Baker and brought 

the bread around”.  

Wm. Cotgreave continued the thriving 
business, providing much more than 
groceries: coal and sand; the post office 
was in his shop at one stage; and a busy 
telephone exchange. William’s daugh-
ter Marjorie was born in 1923.  During 
the war she joined the ATS and deliv-
ered telegrams etc. to the airfield at 
Rednal. There she met dashing RAF 
pilot, Flight Leader John Stockbridge, 
122 squadron. They married in 1946 
and in due course took over the shop 
from her father. Whilst everything at 
Queens Head changed  around them, 
they ran a successful business until they 

(Continued on page 19) 
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with Topiarius 

H i g h  s u m m e r  

If your garden features a lot of herba-
ceous borders and bedding then July 
will still be peak time, but gardens 
more orientated to earlier shrubs could 
be starting to look past their peak. Our 
garden tends towards being of the ear-
ly type, which is one reason why I 
choose this month to make my annual 
assessment to note changes to be 
made for next year. It is easy now to 
see what has become tired and also 
what has outgrown its allotted space. A 
year never passes without a few things 
being listed for severe cutting back or 
even removal. Whenever you review 
your garden, it is virtually guaranteed 
that you will note things that failed or 
exceeded expectations without the 
reason being obvious. You have to put 
it down to plants having a will of heir 
own. I then feel better by considering 
that, if gardening was reduced to an 
exact science, it would lose much of its 
attraction. 

There is very little seed sowing in July, 
lettuce for succession and cucumbers 
to replace the first crop, which in all 
probability will pack in earlier than you 
would like. There is also some planting 
out of brassicas sown earlier in mod-
ules plus chard sown in June will need 
to be thinned. I tend to look upon July 
as when I tire of the routine jobs of 
weeding, feeding, mowing and water-
ing, which are most unlikely to have 
become less. Hence, some resolve is 

needed. Also, a reminder that things to 
look out for this month are caterpillars 
on brassica and blight warnings 
(www.blightwatch.co.uk). Last year 
some parts of the country had some 
exceedingly high temperatures, alt-
hough we escaped reasonably lightly. 
Let us hope, there are no such prob-
lems this year. 

A couple of garden columnists have 
commented recently on plants going in 
and out of fashion, which is sometimes 
very difficult to understand. I can re-
member a time when a local nursery 
couldn’t get enough water lilies but a 
year or two later nobody wanted them. 
That was put down to some safety po-
lice telling the world that ponds were 
unsafe. It reminded me of the joke that, 
if water were invented now, it would 
be banned as you could drown in just a 
few centimetres and, worse, the same 
water could go on drowning people. 
Apparently, rock gardens have also 
been out of fashion for some years. 
Once they often featured in show gar-
dens but you would now have to look 
back in the photo archives to find them 
being used. I have no idea why but I do 
know that gardens with a steep slope 
to contend with are highly likely to be 
keeping the genre alive. Leylandii gave 
conifers a bad name and, to be fair, 
some “dwarf” conifers end up anything 
but, so a downturn in popularity is un-
derstandable. Happily, there are dwarfs 
that can be kept in check and they are 

enjoying a comeback. 
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Chris Orme 
Painter & Decorator 

Free quotes  -  All work undertaken 

For more information call: 

Home 01691 828298 - Mob: 07817 614 848 

The Fields, Deytheur, Llansantffraid, Powys SY22 6TE 

CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor 
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 

References available 
 

John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe   

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503 

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 
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retired in 1981. The business changed 
hands again. It eventually closed in the 
1990s and is now a private house. John 
Stockbridge was a local and County 
councillor until the early 2000s. 

Whilst still at school Eileen Hanmer 
used to help “Aunty Marjorie” in the 
shop, and upon finishing, joined them 
full time in 1962, only leaving to look 
after her new daughter, Jane, at the 
end of 1978. By 1983 her experience as 
postmistress saw her working in West 
Felton shop at The Cross, where she 
remained for 17 years.  

Norman Jones, wrote down his memo-
ries for Ann Evans some years ago. 
They are abridged here: 

MEMORIES OF LIFE IN WEST FELTON 

by Norman Jones, great grandson of 
the first owner of Queens Head Mill. 

“The house at West Felton where I was 
born was known as No 2 The Hollies 
next to Public Hall. I have vivid memo-
ries of watching traffic when I was 
about 4 or 5 years of age. As I was not 
allowed beyond the garden gate, I 
watched from a vantage point through 
the railings of the front garden. There 
was an amazing variety of passers-by, 
men, women and children, animals of 
all kinds - especially on market day. 
Many animals were driven by drovers 
to and from Oswestry, some five miles 
away.  The farmers and their wives rode 
on the horse and cart. There would be 
the occasional wagonette: a four-wheel 
vehicle, horse drawn of course, the driv-
er up front and passengers seated on 

benches down the sides and facing in-
wards. In the autumn particularly they 
would be engulfed in produce to sell. I 
remember those huge wicker baskets. 

“As there was a big army camp at Park 
Hall, we had a lot of military personnel, 
vehicles and equipment passing to and 
fro. There were men marching or some-
times cycling, wagons drawn by mules, 
occasionally gun carriages. The Royal 
Flying Corps (later the RAF) drove by in 
their super motor vehicles; best of all 
were the ambulances with a big red 
cross.  

“Vehicles of all kinds were a continual 
fascination. Naturally, there was a vari-
ety of agricultural equipment, invaria-
bly drawn by a steam traction engine.  

“The two greatest attractions were the 
threshing machine and very occasional-
ly - maybe twice a year - a fair or circus 
drawn by the ubiquitous traction en-
gine. They were so noisy and slow mov-
ing that they gave ample warning of 
their approach and I was able to 
scamper to my vantage point through 
the railings. 

“There are so many vivid, colourful, 
happy memories of my childhood in 
West Felton. Some of the most endear-
ing and enduring are the outings. All-
day excursions to nearby beauty spots: 
Nesscliffe Hill, Llanymynech on the 
Welsh border, and Ellesmere the local 
“lake district”. We of course went to 
Oswestry to the circus, the theatre, or 
whatever. Although mother must have 
been very busy with the house, garden, 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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and lodgers, she obviously loved a day 
out.  

“We could get to Oswestry by train 
involving a walk to Rednal Station, but 
the other places meant borrowing a 
horse and trap from the local shop-
keeper. This would only be possible on 
Bank Holidays (Sundays were out). The 
shopkeeper, Mr Lloyd, was a staunch 
Primitive Methodist - in any case, I 
don’t think mother would have wanted 
to have a day out on a Sunday. 

“Then there were Sunday school 
outings; two well remembered were by 
horse-drawn canal barge. One 
“voyage” was to Ellesmere and the 
other to Llanymynech. The barge was a 
coal boat, swept clean and wooden 
forms placed along the sides.  

“This gives me the opportunity to write 
about Queens Head. This was an ideal 
spot for the business founded by my 
great-grandfather. A mill for grinding 
corn into flour dominated the business. 
The flour was transported to Liverpool 
along the canal via Ellesmere Port on 
the Mersey. What is more likely by a 
flourmill than a bakery and grocery 
shop? But by good fortune, there was 
also a sandpit and a coal business; tru-
ly a flourishing concern. Later came the 
post office and still later the telephone 
exchange. I recall many happy hours at 
Queen’s head, occasions before mother 
died in 1919, but later, after her death, 
when on Sundays I had dinner and tea 
there with Auntie Kate - my father’s 
sister. The day included Chapel morn-
ing and evening and Sunday school in 

the afternoon.” 

(Continued from page 19) 

QUEEN’S HEAD AROUND 1910 
   The Baker & the Publican 

To West Felton 

The Union The Bakery 
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Rector’s Ramblings  
Rev Suzan Williams 

As I’m sat at my desk putting together my contribution to this months maga-
zine, which comes round quicker than you think! 

We have been blessed by the most glorious sunny weather for most of May. 
Lots of folks have taken the opportunity to get out in their gardens, visit the 
national trust properties around and about or head off to the seaside. Which we 
ourselves did on the Whit week bank holiday Monday. Did you know that 
‘Whitsun’ is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘Wit’ meaning understanding. 
In the past Whit Sunday or White Sunday was the Sunday when Baptisms would 
take place and those who’d been prepared by the local Priest would make that 
public profession of faith. For some from a Methodist background Whit Sunday 
was the occasion to celebrate your church membership and being part of the 
family of God. A number of people have spoken fondly of memories of the an-
nual Sunday school picnic at this time too. 

I wonder what memories you have of your childhood or the traditions that have 
been passed down in your family from one generation to the next. 

In my own family owing to the fact that over the years nieces and nephews and 
even a great nephew, grandchildren and brothers-in-law and sons-in-law and 
one daughter-in-law have swelled the numbers of our extended family we meet 
for an annual barbecue in August to celebrate no less than our own wedding 
anniversary and three birthdays. Its an occasion to catchup with one another 
and to give thanks for all that has happened in the last year. However difficult or 
challenging it may in reality have been there are always things to be thankful 
for. Psalm 107 says Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures for-
ever. 2 Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story. 

I wonder what your story to tell is? What things there are for you to bring be-
fore God in lament or in thanksgiving? In reality life is never either or, its both 
and! Lets be grateful and give thanks. 

Every Blessing,   

Suzan 

P.S Please don’t forget our annual barbecue which you are very much invited to 
on Sunday 9th of July from 1-4pm at The Rectory in Whittington 

email revwilliams1991@icloud.com or tel 01691 674948 to let us know your 
coming and to inform us of any dietary requirements. 
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Experiences of diabetic 
care and support 
Healthwatch Shropshire wants to hear 
from people with diabetes, or who are 
at risk of developing diabetes, about 
their experiences of care and support. 
Organisations within the local Integrat-
ed Care System (ICS), including NHS 
Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin and 
public health bodies, are looking at 
ways these services can be improved 
with the help of patient feedback.  

Healthwatch Shropshire are working to 
gather patient experience of their cur-
rent care to ensure that the patient 
voice is at the centre of future develop-
ments.  

Diabetes UK list 15 elements that are 
key to good diabetic care (https://
www.diabetes.org.uk/about_us/news/
are-you-getting-the-15-healthcare-
essentials-new-report-shows-they-
could-save-your-life1 ). Healthwatch 
Shropshire want to know if patients are 
receiving this care. People can fill the 
survey out online,  https://
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
HWS_diabetes/ or ring Healthwatch 
Shropshire on 01743 237884 and a 
member of the team will take them 
through the questions. 

Emily Marston, Project Officer, Trans-
formation and System Commissioning 
for NHS Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin 

said, “There are approximately 30,000 
people living with diabetes across 
Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin and this 
number is increasing. In 2030 the num-
ber of people living with Diabetes 
across the UK is predicted to reach 5.5 
million (Diabetes UK, 2022).” 

“To address the rising prevalence of 
diabetes in our community, we want to 
develop diabetic care pathways with a 
vision of improving the lives and treat-
ment outcomes for patients affected by 
diabetes or those at risk of developing 
it.” 

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Health-
watch Shropshire, told us, “We are re-
ally pleased to be working with organi-
sations from the Integrated Care Sys-
tem to ensure that patient experience 
helps to inform decisions as services 
change.” 

Healthwatch Shropshire is the inde-
pendent health and social care champi-
on in Shropshire. It gathers the views 
and experiences of patients, service 
users, carers, and the general public 
about services including hospitals, GPs, 
mental health services, community 
health services, pharmacists, opticians, 
residential care and children’s ser-
vices.  It also has statutory powers that 
it can use to influence service provision 

by encouraging improvements. 

“I used to go out with a giraffe. Used to take it to the pictures and that. You’d always 
get some bloke complaining that he couldn’t see the screen. It’s a giraffe, mate. What 
do you expect? ‘Well he can take his hat off for a start!’” – Paul Merton  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  - We are, as usual, indebted to Ann Evans, Willows Crescent, 
village historian, for much of this information. 

View from the sand pit field 

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about_us/news/are-you-getting-the-15-healthcare-essentials-new-report-shows-they-could-save-your-life1%20
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https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about_us/news/are-you-getting-the-15-healthcare-essentials-new-report-shows-they-could-save-your-life1%20
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West Felton Walking 
Group  

 

The walking group continues with what-
ever Covid restrictions are relevant at the 
time. 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen destination for the away day walk.  

New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John and Eileen Hanmer  

01691 610629 

Liz and Dave Embrey 

 01691 658275 

think it was a Austin seven, I remember 
him teaching Mary and me to drive, trou-
ble was we had to buy the petrol, once 
around the old airfield and he said we 
had used it all! I never did get the hang of 
double de-clutching.   

One night we all went to the pictures in 
Oswestry, on the way home the light on 
the car failed, it was very foggy so Doris 
Allman walked in front striking matches 
to show the way, we laughed about this 
for weeks, can you imagine it with to-

day’s traffic! 

(Continued from page 33) 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  Wa l k i n g  G r o u p  
 

The walking group would like to thank farmers, land owners and crop growers 
for maintaining the public footpaths and rights of way that cross their land which 
enable everyone access to our beautiful countryside without having to run the 
gauntlet of traffic on narrow country lanes. 

There are however a few who buck the trend and perhaps a gentle reminder to 
those concerned of their legal obligations regarding the reinstatement of public 
footpaths after cultivation and sowing of crops might be in order. 

The following extract is from the FW website, 

‘... Yes, you can disturb a path surface when ploughing or 
cultivating the field, but if you do, you must reinstate a 
good path surface within 14 days of the first disturbance 
if a crop is being sown, or within 24 hours in other cases.’ 
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Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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Painter & Decorator 
 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

     SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES 
COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS  

AND PRE PACK BAGS 

RING US ON 01743 241122 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

 

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET YOUR 

NEW CUSTOMER PACK  

Friendly , Reliable, Local Service 
Free no obligation estimates 
High standard of work 
No mess left behind! 
 

enquiries@pja-plumbing.co.uk 
 

Tel  07969 833 610  Installation   Repairs 
Maintenance 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 
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village school. Because we lived three 
miles from the school, a bus picked us up 
from Haughton, I clearly remember my 
cousin Hazel, and school friends Jean and 
Margaret Hamlett and myself, running 
the gauntlet past Evans’s geese on 
Haughton pool in the mornings, they 
always seem to be hiding just around the 
corner, ready to chase us. For some rea-
son I can’t remember them being there 
when we came home in the afternoon. 
While waiting for the bus, we spent many 
a happy ten minutes in the old Smithy 
playing pussy in the corner or hide and 
seek. (don’t laugh!). 
Mr Cecil Evans was the headmaster for 
many years, a keen sportsman. West 
Felton School had the best football and 
netball teams in the area. He and Mrs 
Evans, a lovely lady, retired and lived at 
the Avenue House for many years. Mr 
Johnson was the next headmaster, I think 
it was about 1947, he taught me for 
about twelve months, and then at the 
age of eleven we were sent to school in 
Oswestry, we were the first eleven year- 
olds not to finish our education at the 
village schools.  
After school and tea, we would all con-
gregate at Evans’s farm at Haughton to 
play football, rounders, or whatever was 
popular at the time. Harvest time was a 
time for running rabbits when the corn 
was cut. Home we would go with our 
trophies for mother to make a rabbit 
stew, ‘wonderful.’ Winter time, going 
around the houses singing carols, Miss 
Rowson (teacher at the village school) 
always had an apple for us and sixpence.   
On Sundays we went to St Chad’s Church 
for Holy Communion, home for breakfast 
and back again for Sunday school at 11 

o’clock, Miss Seabury was the Sunday 
school teacher, she also taught at the 
village school for over 50 years. In the 
evening a bus came to pick us up for 
Evensong at St. Michael’s, the church 
would be full. We also went to Sunday 
school at the Methodist chapel in Haugh-
ton, and took part in the anniversary, I 
still remember the enthusiastic singing, 
and all in our best dresses especially 
bought or made for the occasion. In our 
teens, my sister and I were Sunday school 
teachers at St. Chad’s, to about fifteen 
children. In later years, I had the privilege 
to be Chapel Warden there for twenty 
years. 
In the 50s, we started our teenage years, 
leaving school and going to work. From 
Hen Barnes it was a 3 mile bike ride to 
catch the bus at West Felton, (I met my 
husband Sid waiting for that bus to 
Nesscliffe Army Camp where my sister 
Mary and I worked. We married in 1960). 
But on a Friday night it was off to a village 
dance, sometimes Felton, Knockin or 
Ruyton. A crowd of us would set off with 
perhaps 2 bikes between 6 or 8 of us, we 
took turns with the bike, riding so far 
then leaving it for the next girls. (No easy 
feat with all our frilly petticoats, which 
was the fashion). No one to run us 
around in cars in those days, you walked, 
biked if you had one, or stayed at home. 
But on a Saturday night there was a bus 
from Hen Barnes, off we would go to the 
Plaza or Victoria Rooms, sometimes ‘the 
pictures’, returning on the last bus at 
11pm. You must remember all places of 
entertainment had to close before mid-
night on a Saturday because of the Sun-
day laws.  
My brother bought a car in the 1950s, I 

(Continued from page 31) 
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LETTERS TO THE NEW KING 

from Michael Davie 

Over the past year the church has spon-
sored three competitions for children 
from West Felton School. These have 
been in connection with the Platinum 
Jubilee, Christmas and most recently 
the coronation. The entries have been 
divided into junior and senior groups 
and the church has provided cash priz-
es for the top three entries in each 
group. Prizes have been awarded at 
special services held in the church and 
the exhibits from all the children, not 
just the prize winners have been on 
display. Much credit must go to Helen 
Hughes, head teacher, and her staff for 
arranging the topics, to the children for 
entering into the competition with such 
enthusiasm and to Patricia and Rob 
Hicks for their sterling efforts in prepar-
ing the ‘washing line’ (complete with 
clothes pegs) from which to hang the 
pictures. Thanks must also be due to 
the judges. Judging was always the 
worst moment whenever I was asked 
to speak at meetings. There was always 
a competition that I was asked to judge 
at the end – flowers, walking sticks etc. 
Inevitably one competitor was delight-
ed whilst five ended up thinking I was 
the most unenlightened man on earth. 

The most recent competition invited 
the junior children to design a £5 note 
for the new reign. Novel designs there 
were a plenty. Some would have tested 
the ability of any forger and all were 
colourful. One entrant produced a pic-
ture that caused all who beheld it ex-

claim ‘that’s Prince Charles’! 

The more senior children were invited 
to write a letter to the King telling him 
what their hopes were for his reign. 
Some correspondents attributed more 
power to him than a King has these 
days. What did strike many observers 
was the neatness of the handwriting, 
together with the excellent spelling. 
Interesting too were the subjects that 
the children chose to draw to the King’s 
attention. Inevitably the children may 
have been exposed to certain topics as 
part of their school curriculum. Many 
letters asked the King to intervene in 
more than one problem. Others, when 
addressing an issue, suggested that the 
King might visit someone, usually Mr 
Putin, and give them a good telling off 
as a Head teacher might deal with an 
unruly pupil. 

Looking through all the letters, there 
were themes that came through. It was 
not possible to work out proper statis-
tics since not all children may have pro-
duced a letter. In addition attributing a 
sex to a child can be difficult since some 
names can be either male or female 
and some children wrote about more 
than one subject. Of the individual top-
ics, stopping war was pre-eminent, fol-
lowed by concern over trees, and this 
applied to both girls and boys. Various 
aspects of the environment including 
trees, oceans, climate and litter came 
second for both sexes, with only a few 
mentioning oil. Concerns over depriva-
tion were less frequently mentioned, 

(Continued on page 27) 
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dog was fastened in when they came. But 
one day a black airman came for eggs 
when the dog was out, but strangely, the 
dog and airman took a fancy to one an-
other. After several visits the airman 
asked if he could have the dog, as he was 
very fond of it, so away up the road went 
the airman on his bicycle with Spider 
tucked under his arm. 
Every evening before dark, a bucket of 
water was drawn from the well (no tap 
water then) and placed by the back door, 
with a cover over it. One night we heard a 
noise outside but because Dad was not at 
home Mum did not go to investigate. 
Next morning there was high excitement: 
a prisoner of war had been found in a 
aircraft at Rednal airfield with a box of 
pepper in his pocket “to throw in 
someone’s eyes if he was caught” so the 
tale went. But we did wonder whether 
the prisoner had had a drink from our 
bucket of water before heading across 
the field to the aircraft. There were a lot 
of prisoners of war working on the farms, 
just ordinary lads a long way from home 
and glad to be out of the fighting. During 
the harvest times they were fed with the 
rest of the workmen around the big kitch-
en table, one of them called Henry con-
tinued to write after the war and my aunt 
was Godmother to his first son. 
Because my Mum and Dad were such 
lovely people they were frequently asked 
by the airmen who came to the house, if 
their families could come for a holiday to 
have a break from the cities and all the 
bombing, no one was ever refused. Look-
ing back I wonder, “where did we put 
them all?”  
One night the siren went and the drone 
of the aeroplanes was heard, but this 

time they dropped a bomb at Hen Parks 
leaving a massive crater, they were ap-
parently trying to hit the main railway 
line, to stop supplies, that one was a little 
close for comfort. As mentioned, Rednal 
was a training airfield,  and unfortunately 
crashes were pretty frequent, but there 
are two that remain in my memory: Ser-
geant Stanley Paul Lister crashed into the 
farm building at Haughton Farm. The res-
cuers were unable to reach him for the 
flames. There is now a plaque to his 
memory on the farm building. The other 
was the day a bomber crashed into Teds-
more woods killing all on board. A few of 
us children went next day to see the 
plane, I shall always remember the tail of 
the craft hanging from the trees and de-
bris strewn around; it was a very subdued 
bunch of children who returned home.   
I remember going to a circus on the air-
drome in one of the big hangers, I think it 
must have been after the war, just as the 
airfield was winding down. I had never 
seen an elephant before, it was marvel-
lous. I can also remember Mum coming 
home from Oswestry with a bunch of 
bananas, we had never seen any of these 
before either, what a treat. 
We were very lucky during the war, we 
never went short of anything foodwise, 
because we had our own produce from 
our smallholding, and fruit in abundance, 
which was picked, bottled, jammed and 
stored for the winter. Nearly everyone 
was self-sufficient, having chickens and 
sometimes a pig to fatten and kill, then 
along came Mr Huxley to slaughter the 
poor thing, we were always sent out of 
the way on that day, but to country chil-
dren it was all part of our way of life. 
At the age of five, we all went off to the 

(Continued from page 29) 
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Our village Hall in West Felton is looked 

after by a group of volunteers who meet 

throughout the year to ensure our well 

used hall is kept in good order and is 

available to the village for various sports functions, parties, keep fit 

activities etc. 

Anyone who is interested in being part of our friendly committee, 

please contact Ian Walker on 01691 610224. 

although these concerns were more 
commonly mentioned by girls. It was 
girls who specifically mentioned cost of 
living. The youngest group was more 
concerned about war than the oldest. 
The environment caused more grief to 
the oldest group whereas unease about 
animals featured in some of the young-
er children’s letters. Although this is a 
farming area, anxiety about farmers 
and farming did not feature strongly.  

When the late Queen came to the 
throne in 1952. I don’t remember being 
asked to write a letter to her with my 
hopes for her reign. Having just come 
through the war and the even tighter 
rationing after the war, peace would 
have been uppermost in my mind. This 
as much as to allow for more of certain 
foodstuffs. Sweets only came off the 
ration in 1954. Around that time I re-
member being taken to an ice cream 
parlour by my parents. My eyes lit upon 

a ‘Knickerbocker glory’. When my fa-
ther learnt that this cost half a crown 
(£3.90 in today’s money), he exploded 
and I had to make do with a 3d (0.39p 
today) wafer. I cannot recollect envi-
ronmental concerns or deprivation be-
ing high on the list, though coming 
from a farming family I am sure that 
ensuring farmers did well would have 
featured. 

Five hundred years ago, Pope Leo X had 
just awarded Henry VIII the title of De-
fender of the Faith for his treatise 
against Martin Luther’s ideas. The ini-
tials F.D. still appear on our coinage. 
Yet England was on the threshold of the 
mightiest change in religion for a thou-
sand years. Perversely F.D. no longer 
refers specifically to the Catholic creed. 
In 1546, following Henry’s break with 
Rome, parliament conferred the title on 
Henry. Certainly no child called upon 
the sovereign to uphold the Faith and 

neither would I have done so in 1952. 

(Continued from page 25) 
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by Mrs Ann Evans 
I was born at the Old Farm, West Felton, 
but my family, the Lindops, moved to Hen 
Barnes in 1939, and although our child-
hood was spent during the war years, 
what a wonderful time we had, so much 
freedom to wander over the fields and 
woods, summer months bathing in the 
river Perry. 
We were well used to the wail of the si-
ren to warn of enemy aircraft on their 
way to bombing raids on Liverpool, the 
search lights lighting up the sky, the dis-
tinctive sound of spitfires taking off and 
landing, the shock of young inexperi-
enced pilots crashing. Because we were 
young it was accepted as part of life. On 
one occasion an aircraft crashed in the 
long meadow belonging to my Uncle 
Fred, the young pilot crawled from the 
plane and my Aunty Min took him in the 
car to the hospital; sadly the young pilot 
died. Just as they were taking the aircraft 
away, another crashed in the same field; 
fortunately, the pilot was unhurt. I re-
member as a child running to see the 
plane and the airman lifting me up to 
look inside. On the nights of air raids the 
neighbours would all get together for a 
cup of tea and a chat or to play cards. 
It was not all doom and gloom for us chil-
dren, we had a marvellous time.  We 
spent our days playing hopscotch or 
hares and hounds. No need of computer 
games or television to occupy us, we 
were never bored. The Antrobus family 
lived next door and in the holidays Barba-
ra, Gladys and Margaret Davies who lived 
at the Pump House would put on a con-
cert for the neighbours in the barn. The 
summer days always seemed to be hot 

and long and in winter, snow to make 
snowmen or frozen pools to skate on, 
only wandering home when we were 
hungry. 
We had our chores to do, collecting sticks 
to light the fire in the morning, no elec-
tricity in those days, every thing was 
cooked on the open fire; the washing was 
done in the boiler house where a fire was 
lit under the old boiler to boil the clothes. 
And in the evening, going down the field 
to fasten the chickens in for the night.  
Looking back how did our mothers find 
time to do everything? My mother, as 
well as looking after the family and 
household, also ran a smallholding doing 
the milking and feeding pigs and poultry, 
harvesting with horses when everyone 
joined in. Mum used to make beer for the 
harvest and weeks before corks would be 
popping from bottles at all hours of the 
day and night. 
Dad worked hard, he left home about 5 
o’clock in the morning to cycle to March-
weil near Wrexham to work as a fitter, 
not getting home until 7 or 8 o’clock at 
night; some weeks we would only see 
him at weekends. We were in bed when 
he went in the morning and when he 
came home at night.  
Mum used to sell eggs, and the airmen 
from the airfield at Rednal came to buy 
them. We had quite a ferocious dog 
called Spider; mum had to make sure the 

(Continued on page 31) 


