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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231

BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk

CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View

CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre

(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)
ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)
KNOCKIN Medical Practice
NHS Out of Hours Service
Orthopaedic Hospital
PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com

https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number
Oswestry Police Station
Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon
PUNCH BOWL
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am
RSPCA Shropshire Branch
SAMARITANS
SCHOOL — West Felton C E School
SHOP: West Felton Stores
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Anti-Social Report Line
Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley
email: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH: vacant
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie
ST. CHAD'S: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary
VILLAGE HALL Bookings

WASP Problems Emergency number 01691 831251 /

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: President: Rhian

01743 233123
0345 6789007

01691 654646

03444 991100
01939 260296

01691 656882

0800 001 5400
01691 682203

111
01691 404000

101
0300 333 3000

01691 610218
07543 040618
01691 610255
01691 681010

01691 652248

07703 567935

116 123
01691 610388
01691 610863
0345 6789000
0345 6789020

01691 587958

01691 610612
01691 610845
01691 610357
01691 610629
07772 006994
0800 783 4444

07375 997 782
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W 74 a; West Felton Vlllage Hall

Ry’ Saturday 31st May 10:30am to 2pm

Hallmarks

Paul is back in West Felton looking to buy all
types of gold or silver jewellery in any condition.

"Rings, wristwatches, pocket watches,

chains, brooches, crosses, cufflinks, ‘
bracelets, coins etc. We also buy silver

items: boxes, charm bracelets,

cigarette cases, medals, etfc.”

FREE VALUATION Paul (07305) 095849

T

West Felton :
: Village Hall Wednesday 9th April, :
BECOME :
A COUNCILLOR

7pm for eyes down 7:30
WEST FELTON

Parish Council
nominations close
2nd April

EASTER

\Electlon 1st May 2025/
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mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk

el "

Z O

Parish Council Second Tues of the month, 7:30 School Hall

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT... see page 23

Tuesday mornings: 2 sessions: 9:30-10:30 &
Pilates Class 10:45-11:45am Need to book online GYMCATCH. Phone: Abi

07904456368
Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall
Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

Tuesday Tots  Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School

Felton Flexors Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall

Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 610336

Royal British 8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the month
Legion except Bank holidays then second Monday.

22 March | 12 noon - LENT LUNCH the village hall ALL WELCOME

2 April
3 April

9 April

LAST DAY FOR NOMINATIONS FOR PARISH COUNCIL 11
10am COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall 17

7 for 7:30pm - eyes down EASTER BINGO, Village Hall 19

20 April | 9:30am EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE, St Michael’s Church

20 April | 10:30am EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE, Pradoe Church

20 May | 7:30pm ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, School Hall

31 May

10:30-2pm HALLMARKS back in West Felton. Buying
gold and silver.

11 Oct WEST FELTON CRAFT FAIR, Village Hall

WHATS

BOURNE HANDY— Just what many household- N EW "
ers need in the Spring— DIY, House mainte- .
hance, repairs, gardening, Call Ed Wilson—

see page 28.

David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

W. E. Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day.

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN

Pre-paid funeral plans available

Y
Golden Chartg b
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday

54

WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40
Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby
of the village hall.

Opening time :

Wednesdays only : 9am until 10:30am.

DRDound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion
in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy and
Deadline for content changes 10th APRIL 2025

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:

Tel 01691 610300 Quarter page £60
Half page £90

colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £150

Editor: Colleen Hughes
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m WEST FELTON STORES Parish of Whittington and

West Felton with Haughton
Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours

Services in West Felton Parish:

Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm ,
St Michael’s, St Chad’s, Haughton
Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm
S d . 1 0 7 WeSt F elton SERVICES TO BE ANNOUNCED
unday: am - fpm 9:30am every Sunday
We are doing the delivery service again for those %‘g‘g’:{%ﬁg&ﬂ’g‘;&‘;gﬁ
who are shielding at home.
Please order between 9-12 on our Baoti Weddi iF |
apusms € ngs an unerais:
. phone number 01691 610 863 or phisms, ng
« Whatsapp your order on our busi- Please arrange with The Churchwarden:
ness number (+441691 610 863) Dr Michael Davie 01691 610 612
We will deliver as soon as possible, Pradoe Church

please leave your name and

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated
telephone number, :

so we may contact you. i All Welcome, _ _ _
Thank you Tea, Coffee & 6th April : Family Service
o ) : Biscuits served 20th April : Easter Sunday Service
Essential items only please, ! after service with Communion
the minimum spend is £10.00 4th May : Family Service

All enquiries to
excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). : Andrew K . :
( 9 9 ) 0,7119 6%e¥57 : ;12)’ on 6th July : Family Service

1st June : Family Service



RJW

“Electrical “M&V “Renewables

01691 712830

office@rjwelectrical.com

Your Local
Electriclans § Solar
PV Installers

q)omestic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

eEleciricc:zl Installation Condition Reporting
®olar PV

v Charger
@Renewable Technologies

ql;AT Testing

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk

Chairman ClIr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466

Vice-Chairman ClIr Ozcan OZAGIR 07955 232 199

Clir David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &
SALC Area Committee)

ClIr Alastair FORBES 01691 610 524

Cllr Kerry GROVE 01691 611 776

Clilr Marian HESKETH 01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).

Cllr Chris JONES 01691 610 354

Cllr Pat MABE 01691 610 400 (Rep SALC Area Committee).
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS 01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)

Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group)
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY 01691 650 488

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2024-251
8 April 2025 13 May 2025

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

To Contact the Parish Council
Clerk- Rosemary Wood - 01939 262881
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com
Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page
click on a named person
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them.




www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE
FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

y 1 City&eGuilds
e 2 NPTC

CHAS.co.uk

Booka Bookshop Presents...
An evening with REETA CHAKRABARTI

14th May 2025, 7.00pm

e 4 = (doors 6.15pm)

I l"(ll“g at The Holroyd Community
{;Q& ﬂg; Theatre, Oswestry

-l e j: SY10 75z

oin us for an evening with jour-
nalist and Chief Presenter for
| BBC news, Reeta Chakrabarti, as
Y she talks about her career and
her debut novel Finding Belle.
What will it take to uncover her past? A lost child. When Miwvi is young, her
mother Belle is a puzzle:...

Tickets: £18 (Admits One and includes a signed copy of Finding Belle) or £28

(Admits Two & includes One signed copy of Finding Belle)

Reeta Chakreabarsi

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

An afternoon with RUTH JONES

Thurs 22nd May - 1.00pm at The Holroyd Theatre, Oswestry
BAFTA winning co-creator of Gavin & Stacey, Ruth Jones returns to Oswestry!
We’'re thrilled to announce an event with much loved actress, screenwriter
and bestselling author, Ruth Jones, for her new novel, ‘By Your Side’.
Ruth Jones MBE is best known
for her outstanding and award-
winning television writing — BBC
1’s Gavin and Stacey, in which
she played the incorrigible Nessa
Jenkins, and Sky 1’s Stella. She
has numerous other television
credits to her name. Now, the
author Now, the author f ‘Never
"l Greener’, ‘Us Three’, and ‘Love
Untold’, publishes her new novel,

AN AFTERNOON WITH RUTH JONES - BY YOUR SIDE
SO0 A 2, ‘By Your Side’ -a joyful and life-

affirming story with characters you’ll come to know and love.
We can’t wait to welcome Ruth back to Oswestry for this after-

noon event. Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to see her!
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GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATIMNG
i INSTALLATIOMS £ REPAIRS
8 ; ' S0UD FUEL
I J|‘r‘!hi|-|g ) GENERAL PLUMBING
e 07855811321

it i RN b L el el ]

LA

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

Quilter
Paul Humphreys Financial
DipFA, MLIBF, CeMAP /'\d\"l SCI'S

I am a financial planner and mortgage adviser based in Oswestry
offering bespoke financial advice in the following areas:

.  Pensions & Retirement

Mortgages & Equity = C

Release planning
‘% Protection Inheritance tax & estate
gl planning

@ Care Fees Planning @ Tax efficient savings &
investments

r g Paul Humphreys DipFA, MILIBF
Financial Planning Consultant
Book your FREE initial financial consultation

T: 01691 652233
' E: paul. humphreys@quilterfa.com
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Report from West Felton Parish Chairman, Clir John Thornhill

Shropshire Local Plan. Section 3 of
the National Planning Policy Frame-
work (NPPF) requires that each local
planning authority should prepare a
Local Plan for its area. The document
guides decisions on future develop-
ment and topics usually covered in-
clude housing, employment, setting
out what the opportunities are for de-
velopment in the area and what types
of development will and will not be
permitted and in which locations.
They are at the heart of the planning
system and are the main consideration
in deciding planning applications.

They set the framework in which deci-
sions on particular planning applica-
tions are taken locally.

In a recent letter from the relevant
inspectors regarding the proposed
Shropshire Local Plan it was stated
that ‘we note that you now accept that
work is needed to identify a new stra-
tegic employment site allocation for
Shrewsbury, and to identify a new allo-
cation(s) to accommodate the pro-
posed 1,500 dwelling and 30ha em-
ployment land contributions to the
Black Country.” However it expressed
several serious concerns and recom-
mended that the proposed Local Plan
be withdrawn and a new one pre-
pared.

The impact of this significant delay is
that as there is now no Local Plan and
Shropshire Council will have no control
to direct the location of development,
house sizes, affordability or compel

developers to deliver infrastructure.
Planning applications may well in-
crease as developers can go for devel-
opment anywhere, without limit on
the numbers. Our area could now find
an increase in applications for devel-
opments without any real check on the
suitability of them.
Neighbourhood Plan. Council had
previously proposed the publication of
such a plan, and at our March meeting
to wait until there was clarity about
the availability of government funding
to support development. Such a plan
would help us oppose unreasonable
applications for development in the
Parish in the absence of a Shropshire
Local Plan. A working group would be
established to prepare the proposals
for this development and must include
members of the community who are
not Councillors. If any member of the
Parish would be willing to join such a
group then please let the Clerk know.
Planned Road Resurfacing. Council
received a letter indicating proposals
to resurface Mains Street, Queens
Head. We responded but saying we
welcome resurfacing work but ques-
tioned why that stretch of road had
been chosen when there are far worse
roads in the area with deep potholes
particularly the Queens Head to Red-
nal straight. We await a response.
Conservation Area signs. We are still
negotiating about the placement of
signs despite previous correspond-
(Continued on page 8)


http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/plan-making/#paragraph_153
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf

(Continued from page 7)
ence. We will continue to press for a
site visit to agree effective placements
and discuss other matters.

Community Speed Watch. In the Po-
lice Report to March Council our Police
Liaison Officer states ‘I have not re-
ceived any further requests to join the

scheme.” We still need volunteers to

enable this scheme to be fully effec-
tive. If you would be interested please
let the Clerk know. The report also
included results of a speed survey in

Queens Head which stated — ‘The aver-

age speed was under 30mp (just)! The

majority of those spoken to regarding
being over the limit were coming from

West Felton into Queens Head and
were ALL FROM THE VILLAGE. This

time it was education rather than pros-

ecution as | was on my own. Next time
it might be the speed camera van or
motorbike which is even harder to
spot.’

Green GEN Cymru The Council dis-

cussed the project to set up electric

power lines near the village. It was
agreed that a response to the consul-
tation should be made to cover:

i. the exact location of the Sub Station
to ensure minimum disruption to
towns and villages in Shropshire;

ii. the fact Government subsidies will
be paid out they will not be given to
Shropshire even though the Pylons
and lines may well be within Shrop-
shire County boundaries;

.serious consideration be given to
the necessity to use more under-
ground installations to avoid damag-

ing the environment;
iv.the fact that changes to the design
of the proposed pylons to reduce
height would mean the maximum
voltage carried by these smaller py-
lons would be reduced. This would
lead to the need for a second run of
pylons to carry the load with further
adverse impact on the environment
within Shropshire.
Bins, street lights and VAS sign. We
have received the following letter from
a local resident:
“I would like to highlight the rubbish
which seems to be increasing in and
around the hedgerow and footpath
from Queens Head to West Felton.
Could we have any more litter bins ?
places for example at the junction of
Twyford road and the large lay-by
coming into West Felton would cer-
tainly help with this situation as we
only have ONE litter bin in Queens
Head by the bus shelter.
Also street lighting. Majority of the
lights are white however there's ONE
that is blue any reasons for this? as its
not in keeping with the rest of the
hamlet and can be very distracting.
And last but not least, the speed
awareness sign. When will this be
fixed? We have noticed PCSO Mabe a
few times over the weekend traffic
calming which was great to see howev-
er this has been a rare occasion and
the speed awareness sign did deter
traffic. The above are valid points to
consider in keeping our hamlet a clean-
er, safer, place to live in and | hope
(Continued on page 9)

Jon YoungArt

Opcn Gardens & Studio Summer 2025

Paintings & Prints, Posters & Cards, Coast & Country

Admission Free

C.o”cc, Tea & Cakes

The Gr anary | ardiston ‘wf’ﬂ'oFm.‘nr(‘ SYN 4HA

C )Pcn 10.30am-4. 50}“"
,‘\Pl'll ]Z"*_Ir,tl.
May 1Oth-yth
June 14th |5t

www.jonyoungart Ag_Q.__u_L»

Jon Yc)ung Art K

Jon Young Art 'QJ
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SPECIALIST FOOT CARE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME
* Nail trimming * Corn removal
* Diabetic Foot Check
* Warm Wax Therapy
* Cracked Heel Treatment
* |Ingrowing Toe Nails
E:

amypate92@yahoo.co.uk 07943 869164
Amy Pate - Foot Health practitioner/chiropodist

SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY
SIT

Specialists in Home, Business &
Farm Security Systems...
The presence of CCTV camerasis « CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS
a significant deterrent to burglars | sTARLINK INSTALLATION
and vandals. Criminals are less
likely to target a property if they ° WI-FI EXTENSION
SERVICES

know they are being watched.
o GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS

Strategically placed cameras
covering entry points such as
doors and windows, as well as
areas like driveways and
garages, can provide
comprehensive coverage.
Visible cameras and signs
indicating surveillance can fur-

T: 07719 331357

E: SecurelifeTech@hotmail.com
https://securealarmcctv.com

Contact us today to arrange

ther discourage criminal activity. a free no obligation quote.

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503

(Continued from page 8)
something can be put in place to help
as soon as possible.”

The Clerk has responded to this letter
and Council discussed it. We will keep
it an eye on this situation but it may
not be pedestrians dropping the litter.
We are aware that a considerate pa-
rishioner does go out around that area
picking up the rubbish. Can |, on be-
half of the Council, thank him very
much for his thoughtfulness and com-
munity spirit. The Women’s Institute
also has litter collecting kits if anyone
else wishes to become involved.

As regards the blue light this was
raised last November with the contrac-
tor and the Clerk has already sought an
update. Itis the duty of Shropshire
County to fix the speed sign at Queens
Head and is apparently on their work
schedule. Our Clerk has chased it up
several times without any action.

Flooding in West Felton. The Council
wrote to John Bellis of Shropshire
Council to express unease regarding
continued flooding. As reported last
month a response was received which
stated ‘Shropshire Council are aware of

the flooding. Following the last event
our tanker team jetted the highway
drain under Holyhead Road which ap-
peared to clear a blockage which then
drained the flood. We are now looking
to arrange a CCTV survey of this sec-
tion of drain to see if there is a defect
causing the issue. | believe this is pro-
grammed for next week. (12" — 16"
Feb)’ We responded asking for the
outcome from this survey but have not
received any response.

Football Pitch. We have responded to
a letter received late January from Bal-
fours re the land for the football pitch
but are still awaiting a reply.
Footbridge over A5 at Fox Lane. We
have received information that yet
another parishioner has slipped on the
bridge at Fox lane. We had contacted
Shropshire Council to ask them to im-
plement the promise they gave five
years ago to re-surface it but have not
received any response so far.

Annual Parish Meeting. It is proposed
to hold this meeting on Tuesday 20"
May 2025 at 7:30pm in the School.
We had invited the local MP, Helen
Morgan, to attend, but she has now
said she is unavailable due to Parlia-
mentary Business.»
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Royal Mail has announced. ..

The cost of a first-class stamp will rise by
5p to £1.70 on 7 April, and the price of a
second-class stamp will rise by 2p to 87p

on the same day.
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« Local business, West Felton based

« Extensive range to suit all tastes
« Quality products / affordable rates
& « We come to you offering a true
KI tc h e n S home selection service with a no
obligations chat
« All units made to order offering
many bespoke options
« Free planning and design
« Supply only or full fit service using
local trades n
Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk

J-I,".. more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

Designing kitchens for you"

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk

10

The Punch Bow| Inn
Sally, Paul
and Mark
welcome you!

Now serving ...
SUNDAY LUNCH

between 12 and 3pm.
Booking is advised.
For reservations cal| 07543 040618

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com

Treatments in a modern clinic
Tanat FOOt C Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB
Registered Foot Heal Practlo o
e Toenail Trimming e Diabetic Foot Care

e Calluses ¢ Ingrowing Toenails
t‘\ e Cracked Heels ¢ Fungal Nail
e Corns/Verrucae o Athlete’s Foot

07891 087394
\_ & " Emai: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com
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Children’s Nursery

o Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school
ey e 24u funding accepted
»{;.' = o Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted
ol e Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30
Dittle Pm ‘YLW%o Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden

Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products

Parents are welcome | Al inclusive Fees

anytime to come along
and visit us.

01743 741554

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,
Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ

ARRIDGE

B :

Up and over Sectional Roller Side-hinged

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls

Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations
Opening Hours

QM | Est 1989 - Trade and Retail M
Slv . on to Thurs 9-5pm
___________ www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

1509001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY112EP 01691 670394

REGISTERED FIRM

*Business Support Programme *Accounts Preparation
*Management Accounts *Financial Services
*Tax Planning *Payroll Services
*SAGE software sales & support *Auditing

*Business Start Ups

morris
cook

Offices  Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:
at: Telephone: 01691 622098 Chartered
e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk Accountants and
www._morriscook.co.uk Business Advisers
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RESIDENTS URGED
TO CONSIDER
MAKING
A DIFFERENCE!

Shropshire residents are being encour-
aged to consider making a difference
and stand to become a parish council-
lor in their local community as nomi-
nations open for this year’s parish
elections on 1* May.

Councillor Ray Wickson (Chairman of
the Shropshire Association of Local
Councils said today: “Are you passion-
ate about your local community? Do
you want to contribute to its future,
help shape decisions, and make a posi-
tive impact? Becoming a parish coun-
cillor is your chance to make a differ-
ence in your village or town.” He add-
ed: “On May 1° Shropshire votes to
elect its parish and town councils for
the next four years. There is a parish
or town council in every community
across Shropshire. Our Councils are at
the heart of your local community and
despite the challenging times, do some
great work. Parish councils are the
first tier of local government here in
Shropshire and provide an important
voice for communities. As a parish
councillor, you’ll have the opportunity
to represent the needs and aspirations
of residents, tackle local issues, and
work on projects that truly make a
difference. From improving community
facilities to addressing environmental

MISALC

SERVING LOCAL COUNCILS IN SHROPSHIRE AND TELFORD & WREKIN

concerns, councillors are at the fore-
front of making their communities
better places to live, work, and visit.
Together, let’s build a stronger, more
vibrant community. Take the first step
today and become a parish council-
lor—because your voice matters, go
on make a difference in your local
community!”

What Do Parish Councillors Do?
Represent residents’ views and
make decisions on their behalf.
Influence changes and develop-
ments in the local area.

Support initiatives that enhance

the well-being of the community.

e Manage budgets for local services
and projects.

e Collaborate with local organisa-
tions, councils, and groups to ad-
dress issues.

Who Can Become a Parish Councillor?

You don’t need special qualifications—

just a genuine passion for your com-

munity and a willingness to learn. Par-
ish councils’” welcome people from
diverse backgrounds and experiences.

If you care about your community and

want to make a difference, you have

what it takes to be a councillor.

Why Should You Consider It?

Being a parish councillor is an incredi-
(Continued on page 13)
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Approved

Care and Support
Private Care

SUPPORTING YOU
WITH YOUR CHOICES [}
IN YOUR OWN HOME K“‘%;“__

01691 655999

14A Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2NU

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
Cit Fast response to breakdowns,

d And oil and water leaks
Guilds el 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ValentineWindow '
CLEANING g

www.valentinewindowcleaning.co. uk

07540 648565
WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES

GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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www.derwen.ac.uk
Derwen College specialist further education college in Gobowen, is asking
runners, joggers and walkers to take on a 10km Challenge to raise money to
support students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Get set for the Derwen College 10km Challenge! Saturday, 5 April

Students, staff and supporters are gearing up for Derwen College 10km Chal-
lenge, which sees the community come together, in Gobowen, for an inclusive
event celebrating fitness and fundraising.

On Saturday, 5 April, the college will host the event which sees participants
tackle 10km in their own way to raise money for Derwen Charity. Entrants can
run, jog, walk, skip or wheel a scenic route which starts and finishes at the
specialist college in north Shropshire, winding through local country roads
along the way. The charity is urging local runners, walkers and supporters to
make it their new year’s resolution to sign up for this fun fundraiser.

Participants will start from Derwen College’s Gobowen campus site at 10am.
Entry is £10 and will include a medal and goodie bag. Derwen Charity sports
t-shirts will be available to buy separately at sign-up and on the day.

Shorter distance options are available for those who can’t complete 10km.
Families and supporters who are unable to take part, have the opportunity to
sponsor a student. All students will be encouraged to get involved on the day
and in the week running up to the challenge. There will be options to complete
1km every day in a variety of ways, including swimming, rowing, cycling and
running.

For those attending the main event on Saturday, check-in opens at 8.30am,
with registration and sign-in closing at 9.45am. There will be a group warm-up
led by sports staff before the countdown at 10am.

Dogs are welcome, and local running groups are encouraged to come along
for a fun run. It's a friendly, no-pressure event, making it the perfect introduc-
tion to a 10km distance.

Money raised will go to Derwen Charity towards accessible sports equipment
for Derwen College students and clients. There is plenty of free parking, and
Derwen Marketplace will be open, offering refreshments, and shopping oppor-
tunities for participants and their families. Find out more or sign up today at

www.derwen.me/10kmChallenge2025.

n, 3
@obowen, hir oswes"y Patron: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent

ShmpShire SY113JA Company registered in England and Wales. No. 8615826
Tel: 01691 661234 Registered Charity No. 1153280

enquiries@derwen.ac.uk
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Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY
Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping
to British Standard Specifications

N www.stokestreeworks.co.uk

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com

= CLEANING SERVICES
P & S Electrical @ EANING SERVIC!
Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL WINDOW CLEANING
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING o All external work e Conservatories

POINTS FITTED * Patios ¢ All Glasswork
. ¢ Driveways e Solar Panels
Rewires « Decking

Periodic Testing
and Inspection

General Electrical Work

Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART

07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmail.com 01691 610638 or 07849 217738
= = merv@mbhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk
""I'= e B T Z TRUSTMARK

RAPPROVED DOMESTIE "
CONTRACTOR wstauen |==)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
COMPETITIVE RATES
REFERENCES ON REQUEST

Contact us for a free no obligation quote

Oswestry Talking News
Charity No. 511634

Oswestry Talking Newspaper needs your help!

UL

%

OTN is a charity, run by volunteers, which provides a free weekly recording of
sections of The Advertizer for anyone who is blind or partially sighted.

To keep running this important service we are looking for help with the distri-
bution of the recordings. This entails 1 to 1 % hrs on a Thursday afternoon
once or sometimes twice a month.

You will need to be confident using a computer (nothing too technical!) and
sometimes transport to collect or deliver the recordings to the Oswestry
Sorting Office.

If you think you might be able to help we would love to meet you.
Please phone Carol Fahey on 07929709467
or Celia Todd on 07706077046
Oswestry Talking News (OTN) is a registered charity and its purpose is to provide
relief for those suffering from visual impairments or some temporary or perma-
nent incapacity or disability which makes reading a strain. OTN provides an audio
version of local news and information taken from our local papers and maga-
zines. Email us at oswestrytn@outlook.com
It is a free service and uses free postal delivery provided by Royal Mail.
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(Continued from page 11)making a difference

bly rewarding experience. Not only will you gain valuable skills such as team-
work, leadership, and problem-solving, but you’ll also leave a lasting legacy in
your community. It’s your chance to bring your ideas to life, address pressing
local concerns, and work collaboratively with others who share your vision.

How to Get Involved

Nominations for the West Felton Parish Council election are now open. If
you’re interested in standing as a candidate or learning more about the role,
please contact your Rosemary Wood (Parish Clerk) or visit the Shropshire
Association of Local Council’s website or Shropshire Council’s website Local
Elections 2025.

Nominations opened on 10" March and close at 4pm on 2™ April.
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LOOKING FOR CHILDCARE?
OFSTED registered CHILDMINDER
in West Felton
Homely environment - Fully insured
Competitive Rates
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding
Practice ‘pacey’ member.

Please call Sharon 610767

£§cto!&ﬂ£+‘raé'lﬁjéc‘:ts of paving

Fencing and trellises

Shropshire
Dri d path
G:r‘é::\v:vyaTlsa,lT)ricFI’(\?voT(, rendering Landscapes

(Continued from page 41) WEWI
ballet ‘Cinderella’ in Birmingham with our county organisation, SFWI (Shropshire
Federation of Women’s Institutes).

March’s meeting: Thursday 13th Speaker: Graham Short, Micro Engraver. West
Felton looks forward to welcoming members from Gobowen, St Martin’s,
Whittington and Oswestry to this annual Oswestry North Group Open Meeting.

April’s meeting: Thursday 10th We look forward to hearing all about auctions
and valuations from Matthew of Tong’s Auction House.

Monthly meetings take place on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm in
the Village Hall. Visitors £5. Please contact us on 07375997782. ¢

Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, a
leading landscaping company with a
reputation for creating truly magnificent
8 and unique gardens throughout Shrop-
y shire. As true landscaping specialists, we
take pride in what we do, and work
closely with our clients to develop in-
spired concepts, creating exciting,
practical garden design. Our philosophy
is simple: reliability, combined with a
professional service & value for money.

"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”

With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ — we set out the inclusive price.
Quotations are free of charge and made at a time to suit you.

01691 610461 - 07400 821581
or shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com

ymmamrmm

Call Jennifer Scott on

07866 472083 e i)
or 07791 655559 I’—-

www.facebook.com/

cleanandgleamovens
Email:

] Professional
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com Oven Cleaning Services
covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

Coming to Oswestry
Film Society

CONCLAVE

The Oswestry Film Society is delighted to be
able to bring you the suspenseful BAFTA (and
soon perhaps Oscar) no.1 film CONCLAVE.
Ralph Fiennes is exceptional as, behind locked
doors, cardinals from around the world

meet to vote in a new Pope - holy men, but all
have their own agendas.

Wed Apr 2 (7.30pm)

at our regular and welcoming venue, MAONA CINEMA
the Hermon Chapel Arts Centre in Oswestry. The reopening of the old

Info & tickets Kinokulture community
via www.oswestryfilmsociety.com cinema in Oswestry could
Oswestry Film Society show their films at the |be "soon”.
Hermon Arts Centre. Fund-raising to enable this
The Hermon is situated on Chapel Street, to come about contin-
Oswestry, close to the Bailey Head market | ues. Please help if you can,
area, and the main market car park with its | every pound is welcome -
entrance off Chapel Street just a few steps | check out
away from our venue. www.spacehive.com
Postcode for a Satnav is SY11 1LF and search 'Oswestry'
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
Breakdowns - Servicing

b Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

s Tree Surgery = Patios

= Hedge Trimming = Landscaping

= Fencing = Wood Chipping available
s Stump Grinding

Free quotations
Whole of Shropshire covered

Tel: 01691 770054
Mob: 07725819414

Update from
West Felton

Village Hall Committee
Our hall continues to be well used
throughout the weekdays, evenings and
at weekends for parties and special
occasions.

It is so pleasing to see that this village F :
asset continues to be so well supported. We have the Easter Bingo coming
up on 9th April, and this is always a hall filler.

Looking forward, we have set the date of Sat 11th October for our next Craft
Fair, so all crafters can plan this in their calendars, and get busy crafting.

The committee is pleased to advise all hall hirers that there will
be no increase to the hiring charges for 2025.
Wishing all a Happy Easter. Don’t forget Easter Bingo, 9th April!

D Cut & Colour | cut & Colour
b Baschurch Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails, Station Road
personal care Baschurch SY4 2BB

@sarahatthehairstation

01939
809589

<
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cutandcolourbas-
church@hotmail.com

n cut&colourbaschurch

It was Magic!!

Friday, 7th March saw more than 100 children
and adults fill the Village Hall for a children's
magic show given by Jack Dent.

The Committee organised this event specifically
for the younger children in the village - we did not
put it on as a fund raiser.

The tickets were priced so that no child in the
village should be excluded.

(In fact this year the village hall made a loss on this event - as we have
done once in the past for a similar event.)

But the reward was seeing the children (and the accompanying parents and
grandparents) joining in - shouting, laughing and just generally having a good
time. For an hour the noise levels inside the hall were almost deafening!

It really was a magical event,
and thanks must go to Jack for a magical evening!

https://www.jdmagic.co.uk/
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v Free no obligation
quote

v Debit & Credit

v Fully Insured

— v 12 months
)/ Guarantee

cards accepted ¢~

CY

PAINTHAUS

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company

Interior & Exterior Painting
and Decorating
www.painthaus.co.uk

07985 709453 info@painthaus.co.uk

GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

\I;I\;gh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em Roa i i Ruyton-X1-Towns
and evening surgeries uy
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180
SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES : o Microchip Identity
] Rou:l:ine FIeLtiIiIty work L] ?iaﬁnostitlz )Ig-l;:a\s/'t& Ultrasound
. n-house lab testin
: gﬁ;epHae:dt Ggas;::f. L] Pet food & accesso?ies
. Alpaca work . Free Pet Health advice

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance
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A WFWI: February’s meeting and activities

| n-:}n'-ﬁ.:&') Colour brightened a dull, grey Saturday when members [hBWI

\‘2,/ spent an absorbing afternoon learning about glass with WSPIRING WONEN

Ally Browning aka Ally Glass. We're looking forward to
seeing how our crafted pendants turn out once they are fired at Ally’s studios in
Fitz.

At our monthly meeting we remembered Mrs Dorothy Barnes, past president
and long serving member of WFW!I, who passed away recently. Condolences
have been sent to her family.

Members reported on an excellent evening at Trefonen WI where a powerful
theatrical presentation of the life of Wilfred Owen was given by Shaun Higgins. “I
felt as if | was there with him on the battlefield”.

We welcomed our speaker Claire Tatler, now Head Gardener at Wollerton Old
Hall, who spoke so knowledgably about ‘Gardening in Historic Places’. She drew
on her experiences at Combermere Abbey near Whitchurch, gardens near Lud-
low and The Weir Garden in Hereford (National Trust), illustrating how the ap-
proach to gardening and planting responds to the history of the property and its
demands. Spring felt that much closer and we look forward to visiting those
properties in the future with a new perspective.

Claire kindly judged our competitions: flower of the month 1st Marian : 2nd B :
3rd Aly S.
Poem: ‘You're The One For Me’ :1st Jo L : 2nd Marian : 3rd Aly S.

Details were shared advising members to check their National Insurance records
as the deadline for ‘topping up’ contributions ends in early April. FUTURE PEN-
SION CENTRE: 0800 7310175 - according to the article they can tell you if making
these contributions will increase your entitlement as regards the state pension.

Many thanks to Pat for all her efforts with the raffle and to this month’s hostess-
es for providing very welcome tea, coffee and cake. We closed the meeting as
usual by singing ‘God save The King’, one of the oldest national anthems in the
world.

Our special interest groups continue with Felton Stitch meeting monthly to sew
away and with the Book Club encountering many a new author’s stories; our up-
coming read is ‘Great-Uncle Harry’ by the more familiar Michael Palin. We also
managed an evening outing to ‘The Dog’ at Ruyton to enjoy their tasty food and
drink. Members have also had the opportunity to attend a performance of the

(Continued on page 43)
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Shroprhire
HOMQACL/’CFJ family, and less

If you would like
more time to enjoy
your home and

work and worry,

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care - contact
www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk Tel: 07803 029928

TAYLOR
MAID b

DO YOU REQUIRE

A RELIABLE, HONESTR® |
PERSON TO HELP

WITH:

] General housework
] Cleaning

] Gardening

] Dog walking

] Trips to shops or doctors

CRB checked.
Three references available.

01 691 610 782
07 484 140 470

A&J
CATTERY

Open all year round
Cattery is fully heated

Collection and Delivery
‘““Give your cat a holiday

while you enjoy yours”
Sandstone Holdings,
Dovaston, Kinnerley,
Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606
We are only 5 minutes from
West Felton

COMMUNITY
COFFEE
MORNING

Come and meet
the neighbours.

Welcomel

Raffle, Sales tables
for cakes, produce,
marmalade, greet-
ing cards, and craft —

items.
—

Thursday, 3 April —

10-12noon in the village hall. £1.50 entry
includes tea/coffee and, in April, toasted
teacake or hot cross bun!
Bacon baps £1 extra.

AURA

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS

L

24 SALOP ROAD
OSWESTRY
SYIl 2NU

® 01691 655655
1)

AURA.OSWESTRYA@MAIL.COM

Personal Assistance Required.

Maximum 10 hours per week (can be Flexible)
14 nights sleep over per annum in own home
Based near West Felton - SY11 4HG
£16 per hour - Self Employed.

Felicity is a 45 year old lady with some slight special needs and mobility
problems, she needs more companionship and support than care,
her interests are crafting, charity fundraising, and animals.

She also likes to have regular outings (visits, lunch etc)
and to attend local social events.

The successful candidate will need to be patient,
understanding and have a positive outlook.
Some experience with disability would be an advantage.
Would need to be able to transport Felicity and her motorized wheelchair.

Please apply to Caroline Chenery - 01691 610401
or caroline_chenery@hotmail.co.uk
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ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED

CowLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.
FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12705

9 FORGE

s o — e ot . g s

For RICS Home Buyers Surveys and Building Surveys,
contact the Forge team

Email: info@forgeproperty.co.uk Call us on: 01691 610317

forgeproperty.co.uk

(Continued from page 37) Safeguarding

legal advisers to the church were of
the opinion that an independent body
would make it difficult for the Church
to follow Charity law. Charities have to
be responsible for their own behaviour
including Safeguarding. This realisation
led to the adoption of the first option.
It also caused the hearts of church
people outside the synod to miss a
beat.

The implementation of Safeguarding
by the Church of England has had sig-
nificant effects on church members. All
members of the parochial church
council have to undergo safeguarding
training. Much of this is largely com-
mon sense. The definition of abuse
however is quite wide and the
knowledge of possible abuse places an
obligation on that person to alert a
safeguarding officer. Each Benefice has
a safeguarding officer and there is a
Diocesan team as well. It is realised
that any accusation must be investigat-
ed to avoid any damage to individuals
or the organisation. Such a procedure
is worthwhile, but there are shortcom-

ings. People are increasingly reluctant
to take on responsible posts. Clergy
are fearful of visiting lest they be ac-
cused of abuse. From this follows the
complaint that people never see their
clergy. The problem will exacerbate
come 2030 when individual parishes
each becomes a charity. This clears up
an oversight when the Charity commis-
sion was set up. Parishes were over-
looked, but became charities outside
the Commission. What this means in
practice is that PCC members will be-
come liable for safeguarding indiscre-
tions. Whereas the Church now pays
compensation, the individual PCCs
may be liable. Hence the missed heart
beat as people considered how this
might be handled.

Although safeguarding receives much
attention at present, it may signify that
a more profound change is required in
the way that the Church of England
operates. It may need to become a
more professional organisation, more
attuned to serve the requirements of
the people it seeks to attract.=

Fully Insured local

e —
I

| ONE STEP AHEAD

Joanne and Chelsea
| MOBILE FOOT HEALTH

| For treatment of:

I- Overgrown nails | Corns
« Diabetic foot care

|+ Ingrowing nails | Verruca
« Free foot care advice

foot health practitioners

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com
T: 01691 757111

Covering

Oswestry &

Surrounding \ el
Areas. \y\\



Annual property review

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

e Have you made cosmetic changes in the
past 12 months?

e Have you simply outgrown your home?

e Was the last time you had your home
valued 2+ years ago?

¢ Do you understand how to maximise
the value of your home?

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive
estimate of your property’s value, based on the
latest market trends and local data. Whether
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just
want to know more about your home’s worth,
we’re here to help.
So don’t hesitate,
contact us today to
schedule your free
home valuation and get i~
the information you i
need to make informed | &
decisions about your i
home and investment.
Kind regards,

Daniel & team

01691 674494
.. The Don,

' Albion Hill,

. Oswestry _

%ﬂ SY11 1QA o= _ P
<

¢

N

ik

L1

>

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com
38

NGO Bines

West Felton
Village Hall

Wednesday
9th April

Entrance: £2 per person
Doors open from 7pm with eyes down
promptly at 7:30pm.

Easter Egg / chocolate for prizes gratefully
received by any WFVH committee member.

The dates for consultation extend until 16 April.
Materials explaining the updated proposals are published on the
website —-www.qreengenvyrnwyfrankton.com
A detailed map of the alignment is also available.

| g your say - statutory consultation 7 ' .
19 February to16 April 2025
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Visit your local

A i | Advanced Clinical
%g elie Hypnotherapist
Think & Heal Jor a Happier,
v 1 H ' Healthier, Slimmer,
GHSE 2 Wealthier YOU!!

O Smoking Cessation Clinical Hypnotherapy
Tobacco...Cannabis...Vapes
What could YOU gain???

1 pack @ £15 per = a Great Holiday? a Car?
day x 365 days Better Health... definitely!

2 packs @ £15 per
day x 365 days

= £5,575

_ = a Wedding? Savings?
=£10,950 Longer Life ... ?
O Weight Loss Clinical Hypnotherapy
Self Love & Emotional Guidance
Four 2 hour sessions over 4 weeks to include
Virtual Gastric Band Hypnotherapy.
Week 1 — Consultation & Positive Mindset Techniques
Week 2 — Hypnotherapy — Welcome to Weight Loss
Week 3 — Hypnotherapy — Maintaining Weight Loss
Week 4 — Hypnotherapy — Virtual Gastric Band
*or additional session of choice*.

What are YOU waiting for...?

Save your life, your money & your environment TODAY!
To visit Michelle phone: 07584 323620
michelle@angelicyou.co.uk / www.angelicyou.co.uk
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SAFEGUARDING

Michael Davie

To say that religious organisations
have trouble with safeguarding is to
understate the problem. In America
alone it is estimated that the Catholic
Church has paid out about $3 billion to
people affected by clerical abuse

The history of child protection could
be said to have started in the 19th
Century. In the 1830’s various Factory
Acts were introduced, often linked
with Antony Ashley Cooper, later 7th
Earl of Shaftesbury. These prevented
the employment of children, initially
under 9yr but later increased, from
working in factories or mines. Almost
200 years ago a 12 hr day was the
maximum. Today children cannot take
on a full time job until the age of 16yr
and then only 40hr per week are al-
lowed.

Prevention of child abuse came on the
scene rather later, the first report
coming in 1945 following the death of
a child at the hands of his foster fa-
ther. This led to changes in fostering
legislation. It wasn’t until 1973 follow-
ing the death of another child that
child protection as we know it today
started to be implemented. Since the
millennium, reports have multiplied
with over 20 appearing in the last 25
years. Along with abuse of children,
abuse of women and to a lesser extent
men has become more widely publi-
cised. It is important to emphasize
‘publicised’ since such behaviour was

previously swept under the carpet.

Religious faiths have not been immune
from such behaviour. It is important to
note that abuse has been noted not
only in Christian churches, but in other
religions as well. Christian churches
have however had the greatest publici-
ty. They have in the past not helped
themselves by failing to acknowledge
that such behaviour exists. One report
relates that a mother complained to a
vicar that a member of the church had
abused her child. She was told that the
child must be making it up since the
said individual was a worthy and val-
ued member of the church.

Somewhat belatedly churches, includ-
ing the Church of England, have start-
ed to set up Safeguarding procedures
which have had both positive and neg-
ative effects. The Church of England
recently debated how a new Safe-
guarding system should be set up.
There were two alternatives. One pro-
posed that the Church would have a
safeguarding team that the Church
owned. The other suggested that the
Church would pay for an entirely inde-
pendent safeguarding team with no
association with the church. The de-
bate continued for several hours with
the Bishop in charge of safeguarding
speaking in favour of the independent
solution. This option was also strongly
favoured by those who had been the
subject of abuse. At this point the
spectre of the Charity Commission
settled over the whole debate. The

(Continued on page 39)
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Shropshire Turf & Soil

Turf | Soil | Bark | Compost | Seed
A leading provider of landscape materials with a

reputation for providing quality products.

Contact our friendly team today to discuss your needs.

01952 510386

www.shropshireturf.com
(%]

info@shropshireturf.com

2
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orguk Industries

North Shropshire Timber
Rednal Ind Est.
SY114HS - 01691610570

Your local independent sawmill
for all your internal and external timber needs.
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile.
Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn,
delivered six days a week.

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume
Stove mix offcuts £85
Oak/Ash offcuts £110
Split softwood logs £152
Split hardwood logs £173

Special offer this month 3.3 cubic
meters stove mix offcuts £160.00
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% ",%eé’*ﬁ’%’@ "s% FRAUD UPDATE
SERVING - PROTECTING - MAKING THE DIFFERENCE FROM
WEST MERCIA POLICE ECONOMIC CRIME UNIT
TELEPHONE FRAUD

The number of “Nuisance” calls has risen in recent years from 21% to 40%, and
according to OFGEN, nearly 40% of Scams start with a phone call.

NEIGHBEOURHOOD MATTERS

Older persons may be particularly vulnerable as they rely on their phones for
contact and companionship, so it is helpful to make elderly relatives aware of
the dangers of cold callers.

These calls involve fraudsters trying to gain your personal and financial infor-
mation, and are often referred to as “Vishing” — an amalgamation of “Voice”
and “Phishing”.

Very often the fraudster has disguised their call identity by using an apparently

legitimate number so appearing genuine; this is known as “Spoofing”. If you do
receive a call from a company which is not expected then just hang up, and do
not engage with that caller.

Common Phone Call Scams

Technical Support scams - They may impersonate a company such as Microsoft
or BT, and tell you there is a fault on your computer or Broadband. They then
probably will ask you to download remote access software to gain access to
your computer, or else install Malware on your computer.

Impersonation Scams - Typically these may claim to come from your “Bank
Fraud Department” telling you that your account or bank cards have been com-
promised and you need to transfer money to another so-called Safe Account,
from where it vanishes. Similarly, calls may come from fraudsters masquerad-
ing as a Police Officer, Utility Provider, HMRC or DVLA.

Prize Draw Scams — “You have won the Lottery or a Prize Draw!” Sounds good
but is it? You may think you never entered the competition but they will con-
vince you that you have, then ask for your bank details so you can “receive” the
prize.

Financial Scams — you are called with tempting offers for investing your money
in funds, schemes or perhaps in Bitcoins with the promise of huge re-

turns. Since 2019, it has been illegal to make cold calls to sell Pension schemes,
so any calls about Pension Schemes will be scams. This scheme may be extend-
ed in the future to ban any unsolicited financial cold call.

(Continued on page 23)
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IRONWORK CENTRE

CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE

96

tripadvisor

SHROPSHIRE’S BEST

ATTRACTION

TEL: 01691 610952 Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4JH
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk
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Oswestry and Ellesmere Police

Official West Mercia Police
Facebook Page
for Oswestry, Ellesmere,
Baschurch and surrounding area
of north west Shropshire

Our local PCSO Kurt Mabe writes to let us to know about the
Safer Neighbourhood Team’s new Facebook account called
OSWESTRY and ELLESMERE POLICE.

Kurt says, “You will find good news and reports of what we are doing as a
team for you in your areas.” In his recent post Kurt reported that he spent a
sunny hour and a half in Queens Head conducting speed surveys. It is a 30
MPH section of road and the majority of drivers were keeping within the lim-
it. He did have to speak to a few drivers. That day was about education ra-
ther than handing out speeding fines. Everybody was very receptive and
promised to refrain from doing the same again.
“I also managed to have a chat with some of the local residents who were
very thankful for my presence and the calming effect of the car and speed
radar. Please like and follow us on this new page. Come along, say hi, join the
page and spread the word.

Kind regards, Kurt Mabe, Oswestry rural south SNT”

oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk Oswestry police station, Park Street,
Oswestry, SY11 2HE 101 /999 07870219669

For Easter Day
church Services

see What’s On, H Appy
Page 2 EASTER
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BRICKLAYER &
GROUNDWORK
L

All Aspects Of Building Work Undertaken

* Bricklaying ® Plastering ® Timber Framework
* Fencing ® Extensions ® Landscaping & Slabbing
* Ground Works / Drainage

Reliable Family run business offering
high quality work at a reasonable rate.
Contact us for a no obligation quote

Contact: 07484 775590
joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontrators.com

(Continued from page 21) Fraud
How can you stay safe?

Never give out your financial information over the phone, and just hang up if
you are unsure about the caller’s identity

Register for “TPS” - Telephone Preference Service - this prevents bona fide com-
panies cold calling you, so you will then know that any cold call is a fake.

Many modern landline handsets have a “Call Blocking” feature so unwanted
numbers can be added to the list of Blocked Callers

Similarly many phone service providers can offer other call blocking services
such as BT Call Guardian

Scammers will often keep the phone line open after the call so even when you
think you are calling a legitimate number you are still speaking to the fraudster.
Wait for up to 15 minutes or make the call using a different phone line or mo-
bile.

Please feel free to share these messages with friends, relatives, neighbours.

West Felton Walking

Group Walk leaders:-

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays atthe Mike Bossen 01691 610623
Punch Bowl car park
EXCEPT on the first Monday of the

month when departure is 9:30 to .
allow time to travel to our chosen desti- John & Eileen Hanmer

nation for the away day walk. 01691 610629
New members always welcome.

Hilary lles 01691 610707

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
West Felton Branch Chairman Jim Maxwell RL

Branch Sec: Amanda Wood 01691 610 357
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS IN THE PUNCH BOWL 8PM, FIRST e SEera

MONDAY OF THE MONTH, EXCEPT BANK HOLIDAYS, THEN SECOND
MONDAY.
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Wills, Property Protection,

Powers of Attorney

Y A~ I P . i‘ZIAS(] £150 v
Y .asting Powers of Attorne QY A

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

Tel. 0800 5977 433 » 01691 652 233
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

4 The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255

\- J
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have 2 great }{Qﬁ? ‘D9}7
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

%
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Qsxasy healthwatch

Share for
Better Care

You can make a difference

Spare 3 minutes of your day to tell us your
experience of health and social care services

We wanted to reach out and invite you to support our upcoming initiative,

the Share for Better Care campaign.

We have joined the campaign, organised by the Care Quality Commission and
Healthwatch England, aiming to encourage more people to share their feedback
to drive improvements in health and care.

This campaign is all about getting people to share their experiences with health
and social care services.

Did you know that 60% of folk haven't shared feedback about their health and
social care experiences? But, just three minutes of feedback can really help us
improve the quality of care across Shropshire.

We need your help to spread the word about how important this is!

Please share this email with friends, family and your wider community so they
can help us improve the quality of care.

Kind Regards

The Healthwatch Shropshire Team

https://www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/share-your-views

The campaign is supported by: The Race Equality Foundation, National Dignity
Council, Royal Association for Deaf people, National Voices, The Challenging Be-
haviour Foundation, The Patients Association, VoiceAbility, Disability Rights UK.

Our mailing address is:
Healthwatch Shropshire, 4 The Creative Quarter
Shrewsbury Business Park, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 6LG

Facebook Twitter



http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

CREATING STUNNING, DREAM KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

It couldn’t be easier
to have your dream
kitchen...

1. Choose your style colour from
our large range of door styles and
colours.

2. Everything is made-to-measure
to ensure a first class
transformation of your existing
kitchen at a fraction of the cost. —

3. All door styles are one price,
whichever you choose the cost

will be the same. FOR I.l KE QUOTE

4. Most kitchens can be S e T Just bring in comPe_ﬁto"s
transformed in 1-2 days. - quote and we will
' guarantee to beat it

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS g8
KITCHEN AND BEDROOM 5

EVIVALS

THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS

Visit our Showroom: Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewsﬁa; SY13TG
(opposite the Household Recycling Centre) email: sales@kitchen-revivals.co.uk

www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk 01743 588087
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The
Electoral

Commission kegl.sr en

e Gl .
5 "\\;:«, "‘*e:ax'\o“'- gov.uk/register-to-vote
o)

v Local elections will be held in the
Shropshire Council area on Thurs-

No ID? You can apply for free voter ID day 1 May 2025 - tO EIeCt Counc"'
Fndoutmoeat — |ors for Shropshire Council and for
sion.org.uk/voterlD . e

wensnssces | town/parish councils in the Shrop-

shire Council area.

- LBepoir Cofe

Oswestry and Borders

Second Sat of the month
12 to 3 pm
Memorial Hall, Oswestry:
wec 14, Feb 8, Apr 12, Jun 14, Sep 6, Nov&
Mending clothing & textiles,

electrical appliances, bikes,
furniture and more!

TO BOOK YOUR FREE REPAIR

Email: osbordersrepaircafe@gmail.com
Or let Colin help you on 01691 239344
Facebook: Oswestry & Borders Repair Cafe




Drpyy Dy o ffve Sy Genvis

% Fully insured 4* star rating. wwe Daily dog walks located in the countryside.

¥ Your pet treated as one of the family. % Chill-out zone.
% Secure dog run for fun & games. Y Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

% As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

% Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.
S T
“ @ﬁwpﬂwﬂ;
Located in West Felton, Oswestry
Tel: 07974 152022

K . fe, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
) @waggiytailswestfelton

RIDGE FUELS coAL LOGS, GAS BOTTLES

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES
SELECTION oF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS
SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES
CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY
FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
Wholesaler and Retailer

§*= @

Instagram,

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk
Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST
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Here is Spring

| have no doubt that we are experienc-
ing climate change that includes warm-
ing. However, the swings and rounda-
bouts of our weather are such that we
do not experience a uniform trend. This
year there were reports of the warmest
month ever and Which? Gardening ran
an article that suggested that Spring
was getting earlier, although there were
signs that the rate of change was slow-
ing. One personal experience this year
points to the opposite—our apricot was
a good week later to come into flower
this year than last year. Presumably a
swing or roundabout. Nevertheless, by
April we can reasonably expect that
Spring will be well and truly sprung and
most things in the garden will have
started into life. Having nothing to do
with that except that it has woken up
after the winter is that our Black Ham-
burg vine is 50 years old this year. Not
quite sure how to celebrate that.

Our garden generally is of an age when
every winter there is a list of oversize
shrubs and trees that need severely
cutting back or removing. Among the
sacrifices this last winter was a very old
and very large Berberis atropurpurea. It
started with a severe cutting back but
developed into complete removal. Only
those who have removed a very large
berberis will know the difficulty. First,
any tree or shrub is always a lot bigger
after cutting down than it appeared
when intact. Secondly, a berberis pre-

sents the problem that it combines be-
ing very prickly with the branches
knitting together to form a sort of giant
spiky bird’s nest. Demolition started
with a chain saw and then went through
stages of hedge trimmer, loppers and
secateurs before it was reduced to bon-
fire sized pieces. | won’t be removing
another onein a hurry.

There are quite a lot of seeds that get
sown in April, starting with more annu-
als such as Dahlia, nicotiana, calendula
and cosmos that will be started in tray
inserts indoors. Also to be sown indoors
are tomatoes, cucumbers, courgette
and squash. Outdoors, | will be continu-
ing with more potatoes, radish, water-
cress and broad beans. Later in the
month there will be swede, while | pre-
fer to sow sprouts and sprouting broc-
coliin tray inserts in a cold frame. In
fact, it could be agued that there are
not a lot of things that cannot be sown
in April.

A major job at the beginning of the
month is to scarify and treat the grass
with lawn sand start regular mowing
and feeding. Two things | couldn’t do
last year at this time was strim the grass
on the river bank and uncover the gun-
nera because they were still under wa-
ter from winter flooding. | hope that is
not repeated. If you keep your brassica
plants under netting as | do then it is
time to clear the remains of last year’s
crop and set the frame in its new loca-
tion.=
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Oswestry Rural South SNT
(oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk)

NG L% b
PCSO Stuart PCSO Kurt

Carroll Mabe
07970 544372 § 07870 219669

r
PC Mark
Wright
07977 957689

o ¢

% West Mercia :-:

PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689 Direct Dial: 101. POLICE

SERVING - PROTECTING - MAKING THE DIFFERENCE

PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372 | Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043

Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE.
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Twitter: @OsCops
Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

Tuesday Tots

Every term time Tuesday
9.15 - 10.30am
At West Felton Primary and Nursery

* Come and meet our friendly nursery staff, chat
with other parents and give children the oppor-
tunity to play with other children.

*+ Hot drinks available for parents (please bring a
lidded travel mug).

* Snacks and drinks provided for children. (£1 vol-
untary donation).

*+ Crafts and other activities provided each week.

Suitable for babies,

toddlers and pre-schoolers.
Childminders also welcome.
No need to book.

MOBILE LIBRARY

Owen’s - Route 4
Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40

Shropshire
Libraries

Learn imagine discover

30

perae solennes de confessore
Christ Church
Oswestry
SY11 1LF

Natasha Hendrickse-Welsh (Soprano)

Joe Martin (Tenor)
Online at ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir

Coronation Mass
Conducted by Tony Coupe
Accompanied by Stephen Owens
12th April 2025

Tickets £15 / Under 18s FREE

or on the door.

Saturday

R =
,'.4:_,
Laans
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http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Tel: 07830 050908
Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk

Do you need a bit of help
around your house and garden?

¢ DIY jobs e Small plumbing
¢ House repairs and electrical
& maintenance  jobs

e Gardening Fully insured.
services Competitive rates.
Quotes on request.

Duncan Galliers

Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery

Specialist in traditional
techniques for antique and
modern furniture.
Spring repair,
foam cut to size
and sundries!

Call 01743 353981 or
email

Sunday 6th July

;‘:\?—Wz 'Fro":l West Felton

e Carniv

Committee AMILY
CARNIVAL

The Committee meetings are revving up now, bookings being made for enter-
tainers and providers of food and drinks; Taking bookings for stalls - all art
and craft makers welcome, cakes and produce, interesting gift items.

What do we need?

FLOATS - Reminder to all village groups, have you decided on yours?

MUSIC -

duncangalliers@aol.com
_ Porthywaen Band, always popular - booked.

Os Rocks — a PopRock choir from Oswestry, a community choir
with an emphasis on fun - booked.
More to be confirmed.

» Single and Covering Knockin,
double glazed Melverley, West
unit replacements  Felton, surrounding

areas. 3

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

ENTERTAINMENT - the children love the donkey rides - booked

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home Loads more to be confirmed. Possibly some great MAGIC!!

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also

Available GRAND DRAW tickets ordered - who will be the lucky winner this

CATERING - WI TEAS - of course, lots of cake - booked.
BURGERS, CHIPS, and other crowd pleasers - to be confirmed

BAR - Beer and soft drinks - of course, booked.

NN N N NN KA

eoFor low fixed Prices from £19.95
year?

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
We will continue to tick the boxes - will you come and help?

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029
All welcome to contribute to your big village daq in July.

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured

Calling all P (Bo)
CARNIVAL STALL HOLDERS
Bookings now being taken
£15 per stall
Phone Eileen 01691 610629
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